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Percentage for Legit Stars Looks 


Like General 


Paying the stars only in propor- 
@ion to what they draw, over a 
mominal guarantee for their enter- 
tainment value, is now getting wide 
discussion in legit producing circles. 
Possibility is that percentage deals 
fn place of straight salaries for 
legit’s top names will come in for 
@ general test next season, 

The trend lately in the stage 
fields, vaude and film _ houses, 
thas been away from he vy salaries 
and toward percentage. The grow- 
amg legit attitude, from the view- 
poi: of numerous managers, {s 
@hat with chances against any 
show's success being now higher 
than ever before at five to one, it’s 
no longer advisable to gamble on a 
guaranteed high salary for a name. 

While in .he past the percentage 
arrangement for stage stars has 
been rarely applied, excepting for 
such stars as have had a financial 
interest in the shows, the current 
season now ending has seen sev- 
eral instances. Among those 
gambling with the management, 
through willingness to chance a 
test of personal drawing abilities, 
have been Ethel Merman, the 


(Continued on page 50) 


SHOWMEN’S NEW FRET 
IS STATE RELIEF WORK 


A worse threat than summer to 
the theatrical business of New 
York state may be approaching in 
the form of state-sponsored relief 
work. This is a result of the State 
Temporary Relief Administration 
allocating $25,000 in special funds 
to the State Education Department 
for payment in salaries to provide 
a ‘make work’ program for unem- 
ployea men and women whose 
training will enable them to serve 
as recreational leaders in com- 
munities all over the state. The 
money has been made available 
for use during June. 

The program, which provides di- 
rect competition against theatres 
in the form of entertaiment proj- 
ects, provides for employment of 
musicians, business executives, 
personal workers, teachers, ar- 


(Continued on page 55) 


Former Lipton Yacht 


Now for the Hoofers 


Hartford, May 22. 

One of the late Sir Thomas Lip- 
ton's former yachts will anchor on 
the Connecticut River, at the foot 
of the wharves here, this week. With 
two decks and plenty of floor space, 
localites are sponsoring the vessel 
for a showboat and dance spot, with 
name bands proposed. 

According to indi »tion, the pro- 
moters will have a cover charge, 
serve meals and beer Being an- 
chored just outside the jurisdiction 
of Hartford, with its blue laws, the 
boat will have dancing until the 


Small hours 














Drift Next Season 


Efficiency 








Hollywood, May 22. 

A writer at Metro had his 
script returned with instruc- 
tions from the producer to cut 
it down, 

Writer told his secretary to 
retype the yarn— but single 
space it. 

—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


Hollywood's Air 
Appeal for Male 
Dansant Escorts 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Advertising gigolos over the air 
is a new one in Hollywood dancer- 
ies bidding for patronage. Knicker- 
bocker hotel is using radio in a 
‘Woman's Hour’ between 12 and 2 
p. m. during the lunch dansant. 

Male dancers are known as ‘pro- 
fessional hosts for ladies without 
escorts’ in the ether blurbs. Half 
a dozen of the stepping boys cur- 
re.tly comprise the escort staff, 
and biz has picked up. 

Technique of the management is 
to ask unescorted femmes if they 
would like instruction in the rhum- 
ba, if so the hotel will be only too 
happy to supply the instructors, 
alias the professional hosts, alias 
the gigs—at $1 per lesson and to 
the strains of Don Cave's orchestra, 
Boys wander from table to table 
and oblige C. O. D 


READE’S BEER GARDEN 
IDEA FOR LOEW'S N. Y. 


Walter Reade is negotiating with 
Paramount to take over the Loew 
New York theatre property, includ- 
ing the Criterion, on Broadway, 
with a view to converting it, up- 




















stairs and down, into a heer gar- 
den. Under plans Reade would 
turn the Criterion corner (44th 
street) into a restaurant, 

Negotiations are being carried 
forward with Ralph Kohn and 
others of Paramount, which con- 
trels the Seneca Realty Co., sub- 


sidiary over the New York-Criterion 
property. 

Deal, if closed, will be on a par- 
ticipating basis, with Reade turning 
over [0% of intake on property to 
Par. Tentative plans call for a girl 
show along with the beer garden, 

About a year ago Reade tried to 
lease the New York Roof for ball- 
room purposes but was turned down 
on an offer of $50,000 yearly rental 
for the property 


+ 
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WIVES OF HOLLYWOOD 





MADE. IMPORTANT 
BY THE HUSBANDS 


—_——— 


Hear All, Know All Fraus 
Command Considerable 
Influence in Hollywood’s 
‘Picture Colony’ — Tell 
Each Other Everything 
When Gathered Together 
—Husbands Give Details 


SOCIAL SIDE 





Hollywood, May 22. 
Hollywood wives in the film in- 
dustry are in the main the con- 


% 





fidants, if not the rulers, of their 
husbands. The Hollywood film in- 
dustry is likely the only business 
colony of its size in the country 
where the wives are so intimately 
acquainted with their husbands’ 
professional affairs. 

Hollywood wives don’t appear to 
know so much about the social an- 
gles that may or may not concern 
their husbands. If something ap- 
pears in one of the local chatter 
columns and published blind with- 
out names, relating to a philander- 
ing spouse, the wives may call 
each other up to ask who the other 
woman thought was referred to, 
without either believing it might 
be her own husband. 

There may be no occasion for 
husbands and wives in the picture 
industry in Hollywood talking over 


(Continued on page 51) 


Prosperity for Farmers 
Will Boom Horse Operas 


The demise of the plains feature 
is now held by film companies to 
be only a coma. Westerns didn’t 
fall off because of unpopularity. 
They were temporarily shelved be- 
cause their biggest patrons were 
hit the worst during the depres- 
sion. 

The farmer is credited by sales 
execs with having been the largest 
patronizer of westerns. As soon as 
financial matters ease up for him 
the more alert companies are cer- 
tain those big mid-western theatre 
territories are going to stampede 











Hoofing Debs as Tutor’s 
Pards on Wkly. Change 


New routine in a class member- 
ship club is a ‘formal opening’ every 
week or so featuring a dancer with 





a new femme partner from the} 
social ranks. Her society foltow- | 
ing takes the house off the nut with | 
every ‘opening’ as the social bud! 


does it merely as a lark, 

The partners are a succession ot 
proteges groomed by the dancer, 
who also collects fees for his tutor- 
ing, and presumably also via the} 
costumes, photographs, etc j 


No-Strip Ruling Forces Talent $.0.S.; 
None Among Burley’s Own Women 





Nize Baby! 


With a sales slogan, ‘Know 
the inside of your organigation,’ 
a new manufacturing company 
is now contacting all picture 
company home offices. 

It is marketing a _ tele- 
phone’ switchboard .arrange- 
ment which makes it possible 
for head execs to tap all tele- 
phone conversations and also 
to listen in to talks in any part 
of a building at the same time. 














New U.S. Cabinet 
Member a Maybe 
With Show Angle 


Eventually there may be another 
Secretary in the President's Cabinet, 
to be known as Secretary of Public 
Communications and Transporta- 
tion. Whether the addition will be 
made during Roosevelt's first ad- 
ministration, film contact men do 
not know, but they recall that the 
movement reached the open four 
years ago when it was turned down. 

On the communication end, tele- 
graph and telephone will be com- 
mingled with radio, and pictures 
will be involved. So far as the film 
industry is concerned, according to 
the present perspective, only news- 
reels would be directly concerned. 

Talk of a Secretary of Amuse- 
ments has been heard around Wash- 
ington of late, but veteran contact 
men ascribe it chiefly to one source. 


Expo Studio Builder 
Wants No Profit, He 
Tells Chicagoans 











Chicago, May 22. 

Oscar Rosenthal, building con- 
tractor, who has the Hollywood- 
At-the-Fair concession, astonished 
the town at a banquet given to an- 
nounce the plans by declaring that 
it wasn’t a money-making proposi- 
tion with him. In support of this 
assertion Rosenthal stated that as 
soon as the cost of the studios had 
been paid off by gate admissions 
all surplus revenue over and above 
that would be given to charity. 

A statement like that coming 
from an ordinary concessionaire 
wouldn't be credited but Rosenthal 
is an important leader not only in 
Chicago building but in the na- 
tional councils of that industry. It 
makes him the first and only 
philanthropist connected with the 
World's Fair. 








When Police Commissioner Bolan 
and License Commissioner Geraghty 
called New York’s burlesque im- 
pressarios on the carpet last week 
and said ‘No more stripping!’, they 
took away burley’s mainstay. Given 
no alternative, and but 24 hours’ 
notice, the burley managers were 
forced to drop the peelers and hunt 
for substitutes. 

That started a desperate search 
for women who can do something 
on a stage besides undress. And 
before the searth was a half hour 
old, the managers found that, with 
exception half a dozen of bur- 
lesque’s 50 first line strippers, there 
ain’t no such thing as talent among 
the woman of burlesque. 

Obi.sed to replace the stripping 
with other forms of entertainment, 
the New York burlesque houses 
were forced to send out an emerg- 
ency order for women from other 
branches of show business. Singers, 
acrobatic dancers, just plain dan- 
cers, or any girl who could lift a leg, 
were needed in a hurry, and burley 
was forced to go outside its own 
field to get ’em. The result has been 
Sunday school burlesque in New 


(Continued on page 54) 


‘LADDER’ DAVIS ON WAY 
BACK TO SHOW B’WAY 


Chances of Texas oil fields un- 
leashing more production money on 
Broadway, with the new valuation 
placed on the holdings of Edgar B. 
Davis, of ‘The Ladder’ fame, look 
good again. 

Early this season Davis advised 
friends in New York that he would 
return to show business. He again 
reiterated that intention recently. 
The oil and rubber magnate’s show 
plans call for reviving ‘The Ladder’ 
and establishing a school of the the- 
atre with the widest possible scope. 
He dropped $1,250,000 with ‘Ladder’ 
over a period of two seasons. 

His favorite expression is: 


(Continued on page 55) 


Less Heated Dansology 
Reflex from Gin Vogue 


Marked change in the demands of 
the dance hounds in the way of or- 
chestras is noted by the rotating 
band leaders playing the Pennsy, 
Ohio, New England, and kindred 
dance territory. 

Heretofore they went for very 
heated jazzique with a lot of hokum 








‘Give 





in between dance sessions, i.e. 
versatile interludes wy the singing 
and entertaining orchestras. Now 


the youngsters have quieted down; 
they’re strong for a semi-name 


femme warbler with a dance band, 
preferably a songstress with a mild 
radio or record rep. The dance 
stvles are also less heated. 

This is interpreted by the metro- 


politan dance-style observers as a 
reflex from tne torchy sex and gin 
vozue to a soberer general attitude 


a 
all around. 
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C. B.'s Pickin’s Don't Stick 





DeMille Ace as Bathtub Glorifier but His 
Stars Fade 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Cecil B. DeMille, long credited 
with popularizing bathtubs of the 


elaborate type in _ pictures, has 
brought fame .and name to the 
plumbing industry, but not so for- 
tunate has he been in making 
femme stars, though he has always 
been classed as a s, a. director. 

In the. past. dozen years DeMille 
has elevated over a dozen femme 
players to stardom. Of that num- 
ber only one, Gloria Swanson, re- 
tains star rating, and she is fading 
t, the boxoffice, Florence Vidor 
left pictures while. still at the peak, 
but has been off the screen for sev- 
é€ral years. 

"Cleo Ridgeley, Wanda Hawley, 
Charlotte Walker and Elinor Fair, 
all DeMille proteges, have been 
missing from the screen for years. 
Miss Fair, the last to slip, has been 
inactive’ since DeMille folded his 
own production for Pathe. 

" Sacquéline Logan deserted Amer- 
ican pictures for British production 
five. years ago. ' Recently she re- 
turned to New York to try the stage. 
Vera Reynolds has been playing 
featured parts in indi¢s ‘since she 
Jeft DeMille. 

*“ :1gnes Ayres and Leatrice Joy 
have dropped out of the’ field en- 
tirely. Miss Joy married and forgot 
about pictures. Jliss Ayres tried 
vaude, but gave. it up. 

Lila Lee, through. ill health, was 
forced to. quit pictures. After two 
years in retirement... she returned 
to the screen and has been playing 
in indie features for the past year. 
Kay Johnson is still in pictures but 
favors the stage. She is a Coast 
attraction in legit. Lina Basquette 
tried vaude and presentations, re- 
turned for a whirl at pictures, then 
went back to the stage. 


LANDI NO LIKE ‘WIDOW,’ 
GOES AWOL FROM FOX 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Disliking her part in ‘1 Am a 
Widow,’ which is not,to go into 
work until July, Elissa Landi 
skipped out of the Fox studio 
Thursday 18) during retakes for ‘T 
Loved You Wednesday’ and, when 
last seen, was headed for New York 
and London, where she will join her 
husband. 
' Miss Landi’s contract has a six- 
week vacation stipulation,, and Fox 
has wiped her off the payroll for 
that period unless she reconsiders 
and reports for work. The ‘Wed- 
nesday’ retakes were slight and 
print is being shipped east without 
them. 











METRO BORROWS HOWARD 
Hollywood, May 22. 
Metro has borrowed William kK. 
Howard from Fox to direct ‘Malibu, 
an outdoor yarn. 
Picture will be produced by John 
Considine. 


- 




















Barnacles on One Yacht, 
Hughes Leasing Another 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Howard Hughes is leasing a 
steam yacht with a crew of 31 to use 
this summer around New York. 

In the harbor at San Pedro, 
Hughes has his Diesel yacht, which 
takes a crew of 25, gathering bar- 
nacles, He’s trying to sell it. 


HER OWN BOSS, 
CARBO DROPS 
EDINGTON 


‘Hollywood. May 22. 


Greta Garvo has dropped Harry 
Edington as her business and 














| for 


studio-relations manager after six 
years, Severance of their. business 
relations is said to have taken 
place prior to Garbo’s sailing for 
Sweden last fall. However; Ed- 
ington continued to handle certain 
other. affairs; for her during. her ab- 
sence. .Understood that Miss Gar- 
bo is now handling her: own ; film 
deals, aided and advised: by Mrs, 
Berthold Viertel, wife of the direc- 
tor, and Mercedes de _ Acosta, 
writer. Both have been personal 
friends of the star for for years. 

Garbo is understood to have 
come to the conclusion that she 
did not need a manager after ne- 
gotiating her present contract with 
Metro, which calls for $250,000. per 
picture, with two pictures per year 
for two years and options. Con- 
tract also provides for her final 
say in story, cast and diréction. 
This is a marked advantage for 
her over her old contract, ander 
which she recéived $6,000 weekly, 
with no say on production matters. 

Edington is now handling Mar- 
lene Dietrich, and the latter seems 
to emulate Miss Garbo in the mat- | 
ter of silence and _ secretiveness 
since her homeward trek to Ger- 
many, presumably along campaign 
lines reported to have been laid 
out by Edington before she left 
Hollywood, 


Ralston Took Baths on 
The Cuff, Suit Charges 


Los Angeles, May: 22. 

Esther Ralston, in a year and a 
half, took over 150 ablutions at the 
Hollywood Baths, according to a 
bil! of particulars filed with a suit 
$337 in Municipal court by 
George L. Henson, owner of the em- 
porium, against the actress and her 
husband, George Webb. 
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WILL ra 


This Week, Metropolitan, Brooklyn 
The Boston. American said: “Will 
Mahoney is a‘whole show in him- 
self. The Metropolitan has had 
nothing in its history to equal him. 
The audience yesterday made his 
appearance the preatent triumph we 
can wamiecens* 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Here’s Guy Who 
Can't Say West 
Done ten Wrong 


Hollywood, May 22. 


Dan Makarenko’s famous cane, 
about which are twisted the sil- 
ver-wire autographs of many show 
world celebs, is again swinging 
airily up and down Hollywood 
boul. Dan’s in the gravy again. 
Time was when Makarenko and 
his wife were headliners in yaude, 
doing de luxe song and dance and 
featured acts. That was when the 
silver autographs of Broadway’s 
hot shots began to twist. thick 
around Dan’s walking stick. 

Then. things: got tough. The 
Russian was doing business on the 
cuff. And one night he wandered 
into the Paramount theatre in New 
York. He saw Mae West. The 
Makarenkos and Miss West had 
been on the same bills in flush 
days. She guessed his plight ‘and 
suggested she might be able to ar- 
range something if only he ‘were 
in Hollywood, to which she was 
flitting in a few days. 

Next day Dan put his dress suit 
and cane in the old fliv and breezed 
westward. Three weeks later he 
limped into Hollywood, practically 











master in her forthcoming Para- 


mount pic—at 300 smacks per 
week, 

—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 





Not a Single 2-a-Day 
Picture on Broadway 





Couple’s .real name is Frey, the | 
action reveals. 





CARVING MARLENE 


Her Nude Statue Goes as Chi Fair 
Exhibit 











Hollywood, May 22. 

Grant Withers is now contact man | 
between the Chicago World’s Fair | 
and the studios in arranging ex- | 
hibits for the’ motion picture divi- | 
sion of the pageant. 
selecting props, costumes and other 
picture material with star associa- | 
tion. 

First to go east is a nude statue | 
of Marlene Dietrich, which was used 
as a prop in ‘Song of Songs.’ Statue 
is by Cartiano Scarpitta, and cost 
the studio $3,500. 


Withers is | 


| 





Placements Revive 


} 





Hollywood, May 22. 
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Almost twice as many extras 
| worked during the past week in 
| comparison to the low 1,870 of the 


‘previous stanza. New total for the} 


| six days ending May 19 was 3,340. 


Paramount was the most rset 


| user of day workers, with 
i1| children on ‘This Day and Age’ ee 8 
}|147 extras for ‘One Sunday After- | 


noon,’ all working three days. 


'that length of time. 


With the Astor going dark Sun-' 


day night (27) there won’t be a 


single two-a-day film attraction on 
Broadway. House is being closed 
for decorating while waiting for 
‘Dinner at Eight.’ It’s the first 
time theatre has been dark since 
1925, when it started. as a $2 house 
with ‘The Big Parade.’ 

Metro’s other two-a-day Broad- 
way picture ‘Reunion at Vienna’ 


| pulled out of the Gaiety Thursday 
| (26) after completing a four-week 


M-G had the house for only 
‘Hell Below,’ 
| from the Astor, goes into the Capitol 
| the Friday following (2) and ‘Re- 
union’ will follow it there. 


run. 





Zanuck Gets Cummings 
Hollywood, May 22. 


| Constance Cummings has signed | 
|a two-year contract with Darryl 


Zanuck, 
She will return from London about 


‘July 1, upon completion of her cur- 


rent picture with British Gaumont. 
Deal was made through Joyce- 
Selznick. 





Fox Buys Novel ‘Smoky’ 

Fox has closed for ‘Smoky,’ 
James’ story of a horse. 

Sol Wurtzel handled the negoti- 
ations for the book himself. 


Will 


and otherwise flat. 
| And 24 hours Jater Mae West had 
arranged a part for him as ring-! 


He Knows Em by Their Pates 








Studio Fashion Mentor 
Censors Mail Order Duds 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Hollywood fashions are the thing 
in the sticks. Travis Banton, Para- 
mount’s fashion head, has been 
given a contract by the Chicago 
Mail Order Co. to pass on femme 
clothes it sells through a catalog. 

Paramount has okayed the con- 
tract. 


LABOR BUREAU 
CALLS AGENTS 
CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Following his decision disapprov- 
ing a proposed contract of the 
Thomas Lee Artists Bureau, sub- 


sidiary of the Don Lee-CBS coast 
radio chain, Charles F. Lowy, deputy 
commissioner ‘and attorney for the 
California State Labor Bureau, has 
notified all agents of.motion picture 
talent to submit forms of their con- 
tracts with clients. 
Lowy states he understands that 
picture contracts are similar to the 
proposed Lee binder, which he ruled 
was one-sided and in restraint of 
trade in view of the fact that the 
agencfY assumed no obligation to 
procure occupation for the client. 
This contract, Lowy figures, is 
similar to the one which. agents 
have been giving to picture people 
and must be made equitable other- 
wise the Labor Bureau, which has 
control over agents in California, 
will prohibit its use. 


DIRECT SHOT VERSION 
FOR CHEVALIER’S NEXT 


Sudden decision has been made 
by Paramount to make a direct shot 
French version of the next Che- 
valier picture. Film will be made 
on the coast together with the orig- 
inal, a French cast being picked up 
there for support. A leading lady 
and comedian will be brought from 
Paris for support purposes. 

It will be the first foreign lan- 
guage production, outside of a few 
small Spanish pictures, in several 
years in any of the major com- 
panies. 

Move was brought about by the 
fact that Chevalier’s last picture, 
‘Bedtime Story’ caused a riot in 
Paris. Frenchmen in several of the 
nabes objected strenuously to being 
shown their star speaking English, 
and in a completely English picture: 
with superimposed titles. They tore: 
up seats in one theatre and were. 
stopped by police from causing; 
serious damage in another house. 
Paramount used to make French: 
versions of all Chevalier pictures, 
but gave it up after ‘Smiling Lieu- 
tenant’ as too expensive a proce- 
dure. 

















SAILINGS 


June 6 (New York to Southamp-! 
ton), Mr. and Mrs. Horace Jackson; 
(Leviathan). 

June 2 (New York to London); 
Irving Mills, Kay Hanson, Duke El- 
lington and band, Florence Hill, Ivy 
Anderson, Derby and Bailey (Olym- 
pic). 

May 27 (London to New York) 
Murray Silvertone (Berengaria). 

May 26 (New York to Switzer- 
land), Gloria Swanson (Majestic). 

May 25 (Nice to New York) Hal 
Roach (Rex). 

May 20 (New York to London) 
George Arliss, Ely Culbertson, Carl 
von Wiegand (Bremen). 

May 19 (New York to London) 
Paul Kochanski, Yehudi Menuhin, 
Jeane Aubert, Robert Sherwood 
(Paris). 

May 18 (San Pedro to Honolulu), 
Dolores Del Rio, Cedric Gibbons 
(Lurline). 

May 17 (Paris to New York) Joe 
Hummel! (Ile de France). 

May 13 (Los Angeles to New 





York) Milton Bren (Santa Lucia), 


thim a set of carver’s tools 


Studio Electrician Just Whittles, but He 
Develops Art in Wood 


By GEORGE McCALL 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Every business has its characters, 
What Diamond Jim Brady meant to 
the wine business. Bill Jones means 
to the studio grips and electricians. 
Jonesy is their No. 1 Character. 

More fame has come to Bill's off- 
spring than has ever been attached 
to the old man. Nevertheless, he’s no 
small fry. His oldest son, Grover 
teamed up with William. Slavens 
McNutt, is one half. of.a successfull 
writing team. His younger son, Bill, 
Jr., is no mean stunt man. 

Jonesy started out in life as a coal 
miner. It’s paradoxical that at'65 he 
should be sitting up high pp a set 
tending a lamp and whittling. He 
has been a studio electrician for 15 
years. He knows every star in the 


‘| business by. the top of his head, but 


if Jonesy were to meet them face to 
face he’d never recognize them. 
Jonesy has been a bit muddled of 
late. Several juves have taken to 
wearing toupees and he dosen't 
recognize the new top dressing. But 
it'll only take him a week or two to 
get used to them. 
Develops Art 

‘Since sound came in, an electrician 
working high has had a compara- 
tively easy time. No carbons to 
handle, he’s found time to whittle. 
At first it was just ordinary whit- 
tling, but later Jonesy got interested 
in the artistic side of Wood carving. 
Now he turns out a new bit of art 
each day and they all end up in 
Grover’s office. With no training, he 
leans toward negroid faces and has 
produced a few miniatures that have 
attracted artists. One in particular, 
depicting the emancipation of the 
negro has caused considerable com- 
ment. A six armed negro is emerg- 
ing from a swamp. Grover is trying 


idea. Hopes he'll develop a _ story 
mind. 
For his carving, Jonesy uses an 


ordinary pen knife. Grover bought 
and a 
flock of books on the subject. The 
only for sissies, according to him. 

Jonesy is a bit of an idol among 
the grips and electricians. Lads fig- 
ure that through his artistic leaning 
he has brought class to the craft. 
Jonesy pays no attention to their 
flattery. To him it’s just whittling, 
......-making silly images to decor- 
ate Grover’s office. 





Leslie Howard to Meg 
English Pic for Col. 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Leslie Howard is responsible for 
the statement he will turn director 
for Columbia’s ‘The Lady Is Willing,” 
which Gilbert Miller is to produce in 
England. Howard also will star in 
the picture. 

He leaves here around June 15, 
after completing ‘Berkeley Square’ 
for Fox, to return to England. Ace- 
tor has offered to work free in any 
retakes of ‘Square’ if necessary, to 
get best possible screening of his 
stage success. 


Crabbe Noses Out All 
Comers for “Tarzan’ 


99° 


Hollywood, May 22 





Buster Crabbe, Olympic swim 
champ, has-been signed as the lead 
in Principal Pictures serial, ‘Tarzan 


the Fearless’, after the company had 
made several unsuccessful starts in 
easting the title role for the Edgar 
Rice Burroughs story. 

Crabbe was secured on a 
agreement with Paramount, where 
he made his initialer in ‘King of 
the Jungle’. He replaces James H. 
Pierce, Burrough’s son-in-law, who 
had first been spotted as the beast- 
man. 

Frances Rich, daughter of Irene 
Rich, is considered for the femme 
lead. 


Minor, RKO Director 


May 22. 


loan 





Hollywood, 
Worthington Minor, former di- 
rector for the Theatre Guild, will 
pick up the megaphone on Radio's 
‘Hide in the Dark.’ 
Under contract for the 
months, Minor has been pi: 
directing by the absorption procs 


past two 


king up 





sitting on various sets and obse! 


ing production procedure. 


to figure where the old man got the _ 


old man threw them out. They were 


> 
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STUDIOS NEED LEADING MEN © 








Joan Blondell Typifies Romance 


For ‘Forgotten 


4 


‘Lucky for me I’m not so pretty,’ 
remarked Joan Blondell backstage 
at the Capitol, where she’s making 


personal appearances and looking 
very pretty indeed. ‘Lucky for me 
I look like millions of other girls. 
Those millions of girls feel much 
better about themselves when they 
go to pictures and can see an ac- 
tress on the screen having romantic 
things happen to her although she’s 
no better looking than they are. It 
brings them closer to the picture, 


seeing someone like themselves. 
Then their own chances’ 100 
brighter. 


‘All girls dream of romance—it 
makes no difference whether they’re 
pretty or plain. And since there are 
a lot more plain girls than pretty 
ones in the world, there’s a spot for 
an actress who reminds them of 
themselves. That’s where I come 
in.’ 

Miss Blondell knows what it 
means to be a picture fan. Before 
she became an actress, she was one 
herself. She remembers when she 
used to work at Gimbel’s and would 
budget her wages so she could buy 
a ticket to a picture theatre. The 
price of a ticket was a big item in 
her life; she expected surcease for 
it, food for dreams. Then she'd see 
beautiful creatures on the screen, 
Joan Crawford, Garbo, Cloria Swan- 
son, swooning in romance. Sure,’ 
she’d say to herself, ‘why not. Why 
shouldn't romance pursue them. But 
what about me. What about me. 
I don’t look like Crawford. What 
chance have I got?’ 

Glamour Girls O.K., Too 

Not that the glamour girls don’t 
do all right, Miss Blondell points 
out, but remeinbering her own re- 
actions, she believes the vast hordes 
of plain girls ought to get a break. 
If they find some one on the screen 
they can identify themselves with, 
they'll be mighty loyal, for she will 
give them heart. When they get 
discouraged, they’ll return for re- 
newed hope again and again. Alt 
those working girls would like to 
see what can happen to a working 
girl too, what a girl who hasn't got 
magnificent clothes, who can’t af- 
ford glamorous grooming, who 
hasn’t a speck of glamour in her 
can do about it. 

Now, continues Miss Blondell, she 
herself has no glamour, and she 
can’t wear clothes worth a hang. 
She’s the real life sort, the average. 
And so if it were up to her, she'd 
never play a straight lead that calls 
for beauty. Casting her as a straight 
lead is a waste of time. She hasn't 
the looks for it, anc it destroys 
whatever personality she may have. 
What she can do, which she proved 
in the small roles in which she 
started, the parts that brought her 
attention, are characterization that 
have substance, color, comedy. Parts 
that are either one thing or another. 
Good—or bad—all the way. She’s 
not the in-between kind, she be- 
lieves. 

Because she had success in small 
character parts, she’s been given 
pretty leads to play, sentimental 
saps which don’t jibe with whatever 
special she’s got to offer. She made 
34 pictures in the three years she’s 
been in Hollywood. Sometimes she’d 
be working in two pictures at once. 
In too many of those pictures she’s 
been a straight ingenue. She hopes 
for two things now: fewer pictures 
per year, so people won't grow 
weary of her; and those pictures, 
pictures that will let her be what 
people liked about her in the be- 
ginning. 


Kath Cornell to Metro? 


Hollywood, May 22. 








Metro has airmailed a copy of its 
script of ‘Good Earth’ to New York 
for Katharine Cornell. 

Studio and star have been dicker- 
ing about an appearance on the 
screen to her satisfaction, with 
‘Good Earth’ said to be an impor- 
tant factor. 

Possibility that Brian Aherne will 
play the male lead. 





a 


Gul and Prospers 


Split Moments 








Hollywood, May 22. 

The 70 or more chorines now 
being picked by Robert McIn- 
tyre for Eddie Cantor’s new 
Goldwyn pic will soon be eating 
off the mantel shelf, as did the 
dancing femmes in Cantor's 
previous films, ‘Kid from Spain’ 
and ‘Whoopee.’ 

Girls’ shorts and what-have- 
you are so tight and so delicate 
that they can’t even risk sitting 
down to lunch or to rest on the 
set. Special buffets and rest 
racks which permit a standing 
recline are in readiness for 
start of pic. 


GODDARD SAVING FACE 
FOR CHAPLIN’S NEXT 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Paulette Goddard, constant com- 
panion of Charles Chaplin and re- 
ported as either engaged or married 
to the comic, is turning down all 
film bids in order to remain fresh 
for the screen as the lead in Chap- 
lin’s next picture, if and when made. 

Latest turndown was of Univer- 
sal’s offer of the title part in ‘Perils 
of Pauline.’ Prior to that she re- 
fused a term contract with J. L 
Schnitzer. When she was under 
contract to Hal Roach, before meet- 
ing Chaplin, Miss Goddard only 
played a few bits. 

Meanwkiie, Chaplin is toying with 
a yacht, which will take the pair 
for a South Seas ride shortly. 


Doug, Jr., Arliss, Young 
Not Renewed with WB 


Hollywood, May 22. 

With their contracts having ex- 
pired, there is little possibility of 
new deals being made by Warners 
for Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Loretta 
Young and George Arliss. 

Ann Dvorak, who returned here 
from Europe, after being a Warner 
hold-out, has patched up her dif- 
ferences and been given a new con- 
tract by that studio. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., got into 
New York yesterday morning (Mon- 
day), en route to Europe. It'll be 
a vacation. 

Fairbanks will stay around New 
York a week or two before sailing, 
his boat not having been picked yet. 


Stenogs’ 2d Click 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Margurite Roberts and Charlotte 
Miller, Fox studio stenogs who 
wrote and sola ‘Sailor’s Luck’ to 
that studio, have repeated. They 
have landed ‘Jimmy and Sally,’ an 
original story for James Dunn and 
Sally Eilers. 

Raoul Walsh scheduled to direct 
it. 





























VICTIM OF AGE 


Too Old for Diaper Leads, Georgie 
Smith Now in Veteran Class 








Hollywood, May 22. 

Outgrowing a screen career at 
four years of age, Georgie Smith, 
who was topped in Educational’s 
diaper comecies is forced to step 
out and mak. room for another and 
smaller leading man. 

Four-year-old was jake for the 
parts six months ago, but now con- 
sidered too old for leads he goes 
into characters for —iy future parts 
he might ;et in the Jack Hays’ one- 
reeler, ‘Baby Burlesque.’ 

Meanwhile, Hays is looking for a 
substitute and is having difficulty, 
claiming the baby market for pic- 
tures in Hollywood is currently run- 
ning 50 girls to one boy. Unless he 
can get the right looking kid, Hays 
says he might have to use a femme 


EEK 'EM WITH 
ROMANTIC TOUGH 


Too Much of the Rough 
Stuff and Not Sufficient 
Drawing Room Manner in 
Leading Men 





SEARCH ON 





Hollywood, May 22. 

A dearth of romantic leading men 
has the major studios panicky, and 
the agents submitting every male 
player, known and unknown, as a 
possibility for lead parts. 

Studios realize that the Gables, 
Cagneys, Brents and others have an 
appeal which satisfies a certain por- 
tion of the audience, but for out- 
right romance, the he-men d>~’t 
fulfill the requirements. 

In de.nand as a romantic lead is 
Leslie Howard, but the Englishma.. 
is exceptionally choosey and will 
not take « part unless ue’s sure of 


(Continued on page 55) 


Vanderbilt Bringing 
Camera Evidence of 
German Jew Turmoil 


Paris, May 13. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., who has 
been hopping around the globe con- 
siderably, in between his Paris vis- 
its, supposedly gathering material 
for a series of articles, has been put- 
ting in a good part of his time in 
Holland and Belgium travelling with 
a sound truck and making a number 
of documentary shorts of Jewish 
refugees, Vanderbilt is sailing for 
New York with this material, on 
May 24. 

He has written a number of ar- 
ticles on the Jewish problem in Ger- 
many which are appearing currently 
in a magazine. Vanderbilt is not 
divulging what use will be made of 
his films until after his arrival in 
America. 


Betting Oke in Calif., If— 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Playing safe after vetoing one bill 
legalizing racing, Gov. Rolph has 
signed the Hornblower-Maloney bill 
permitting betting. 

Catch is that the bill is contingent 
on the passage of a constitutional 
amendment at the state election 
next month. 


WB Hopes to Sign 10 


Fifteen out of 400 prospects in- 
terviewed during his recent two 
weeks in New York by Maxwell 
Arnow, Warner casting director, 
have been tested at the Vitaphone 
studio, Brooklyn, and the tests for- 
warded to the Coast. 

Of these 10 or more termers are 
hoped for by WB. 


Bailey, Asst. Par Caster 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Rex Bailey, former casting direc- 
tor at Radio who later managed 
Lyons & Lyons office, joined Para- 
mount as an assistant casting direc- 
tor today (22). 


Bickford-Par Dicker 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Charles Bickford is talking a four- 
picture deal with Paramount. 
He is at the studio now for C. B. 
DeMille’s ‘This Day and Age.’ 


























SWANSON SAILING 


Gloria Swanson arrives in New 
York from the Coast on Thursday 
(25) and sails the following day for 
London, going from there to Switz- 
erland to visit her children. Her 
husband, Michael Farmer, accom- 
panies her. 





male impersonator. 


They are in school in that country. 


Theatres Become Mere Step-Children 
As Chis Cafes Hog All the Publicity 





Never Satisfied 


San Francisco, May 22. 

Theatrical hotels here are try- 
ing to figure how to top the 
Ambassador. Latter offers pa- 
trons free pressing, free break- 
fast, free newspaper and free 
garage for $7 weekly including 
the room. 

Some of the layoffs are wait- 
ing for the hotel to throw in the 
room, 


LLOYD TO MEG ‘TWO 
CITIES’ IN LONDON 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Frank Lloyd will go to London to 
make ‘Tale of Two Cities’ for Fox 
this summer. Leslie Howard will 


have the star part of ‘Sidney Car- 
ton,’ which was enacted by William 
Farnum when the picture was made 
silent by Fox in 1917. Lloyd then 
directed also. 

Lloyd's popularity in England as 
result of ‘Cavalcade’ has Winnie 
Sheehan figuring the production in 
England of the Charles Dickens tale 
a natural, 

Howard will start work on the 
picture upon completion of ‘The 
Lady Is Willing,’ which Gilbert Mil- 
ler will make for Columbia. 


Gary Cooper’s Opposish 
Resort to Palm Springs 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Gary Cooper has purchased 1,200 
acres of land about three miles from 
Palm Springs and will develop the 
property into a winter resort in op- 
position to the older place. 
Construction will begin in about 
30 days, under the supervision of 
his father, Judge Charles Cooper. 


Buzzell Shifts to U 


Hollywood, May 22, 
Eddie Buzzell has washed up at 
Columbia and has gone over to Uni- 
versal to direct one picture with op- 
tions for one year. 
His initial opus will be a ZaSu 
Pitts-Slim Summerville opera. 
































Actors’ Fund Film Won’t 
Be Directed by Marin 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Ed Marin begins production of 
‘The Avenger’ for Monogram May 
29. 

This assignment kept him from 
going to New York and directing 
‘Hearts of Broadway,’ picture to be 
made by all New York stage stars 
for the benefit of the Actors’ fund. 





Billing for Authors 


Hollywood, May 22. 

With the agreement by the 
Academy to raise the writer screen 
credits from two to three names, to 
give the lesser fry a chance, decision 
also was reached whereby those who 
worked on the story but do not re- 
ceive screen credit will be listed in 
the Academy’s monthly bulletin, 
with the amount of assistance rend- 
ered indicated. 

Further ruled that in case of dis- 
agreement as to which three shall 
get on the screen credits, it is up 
to the producer to designate who's 
to receive the honors. His word 
will be final. 





Montgomery’s Boost 


} 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Robert Montgomery has_ been! 
given a three-year extension on his 
contract by Metro. 
Company will in future concen- | 

' 





trate on his starring pictures. 


Chicago, May 22. 
All five of Chicago's dailies are 
currently engaged in an aggressive 
competition among themselves to 
grab the night club and beer gare 
den advertising. This is running to 


heavy linage these days. Heated 
competition has resulted in all the 
dailies giving a volume of free 
space to the cafes. Tipoff on the 
extremes to which the competition 
for this advertising has gone was 
Charles Collins, scholarly and dig- 
nified dramatic critic of the ‘Trib- 
une,’ suddenly blossoming out with 
a cabaret column, 


As a direct result of this situa- 
tion picture circuits and legits as 
well are complaining that they are 
getting crowded out of the news 
columns so far as publicity stories 
and photographs are concerned 
Every press agent in town is 
keenly aware of the hurdle. 


Line for Line? 


It has not been uncommon for the 
nite clubs to grab three or four 
double column _ publicity photo- 
graphs in a single edition. One of 
the dailies is reported as making 
a cold-blooded bid of two agate 
lines of publicity for every agate 
line of advertising from cafes. 

No doubt about the cafes being 
rampant right now. More money has 
been, and is being, spent in these 
dine and dance places than by the 
theatres. Certainly the legit the- 
atres’ outlay all season has 
amounted to very little. Cafes have 
been studded with headliners for 
the last month or two and a boom 
summer seems in prospect. 


CO-OP LEGIT STOCK 
WITH FILM NAMES 


Hollywood, May 22. 


International Group Players hag 
been formed by George K. Arthur, 
with Leslie Howard, Helen Hayes, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Rupert Hughes, 
Clive Brook, John M. Stahl and 
Robert Z. Leonard among those 
sponsoring. Arthur is taking over 
Hollywood Playhouse in June, with 
E. E. Clive staging and starring in 
attractions, first of which is ‘An- 
drocles and the Lion.’ 

Following this will come ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ and a new play by 
Leslie Howard, ‘He That Has.’ A 
$1 top is established for this house, 
with cast in on percentage. 

In forming International Group 
Players, Arthur cuts royalty on 
plays in half, getting material on 
stock basis. 


Marg Sullavan Not Sure 
That She'll Like H’wood 


First legit actress to turn down 
the long term contract offer of a 
major picture company, and stipu- 
late in writing that if she didn’t like 
Hollywood she would not be obli- 
gated to remain on the west coast 
for over two weeks, is Margaret 
Sullavan of ‘Dinner at Eight’. Uni- 
versal avers Miss Sullavan was of- 
fered a seven-year paper (with the 
usual options) but she first wanted 
to find out whether film work was 
to her liking. 

When Miss Sullivan agreed ‘to 
make the trip, U men in the east 
had difficulty getting her to re- 
arrange her hair in the manner 
which they figured would be re- 
quired by fan mags. 














- “Variety’ . 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 
Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 
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Now a Lil Item of $6,000,000 Bobs 
Up to Confuse the P. E. Situation 


The Publix Enterprises trustee 
and the company’s general creditors’ 
committee, headed by 8S. A. Lynch 
as chairman, are expected to ques- 
tion the claim of Publix Theatres 
against P. E. of $5,989,547, unless 
the debt is broken down satisfactor- 
ily. Principally wanted is the exact 


amount of management fees charged 
by Publix against the P. E. theatres 
under the home office operating-ser- 
vicing system of Sam Katz’s regime. 

At a hearing in the P. E. bank- 
ruptcy last week in New York be- 
fore Referee H. K. Davis, Lynch, 
who was present for the first time in 
examination of officers of P. E., not 
only insisted that creditors should 
know why nearly $6,000,000 is owed 
Publix Theatres Corp. but pointed 
out that not all of the books of P. E. 
are in the hands of the trustee. He 
added that he doubted they ever 
would be and said that he himself 
had made an attempt to get books 
in order to break down the $6,000,000 
claim but without success. 

Allen T. Klots, of counsel for the 
Irving Trust Co., trustee for P. E., 
confirmed that not all the books 
were in their possession, saying 
some had gone back to subsidiaries 
and some, it seemed, were in the 
hands of trustees of separate sub- 
sidiaries which themselves are in 
bankruptcy. 

While M. F. Gowthorpe, Par-Pub- 
lix comptroller, said that it would be 
a terrific job compiling management 
fee figures for each week, as they 
were paid, and question arose as to 
who was to pay for this work, it was 
finally agreed Gowthorpe would per- 
form the service. An attorney for 
Par-Publix trustees, sitting in on 
the hearings of P. E., brought up the 


(Continued on page 25) 


B&K Idea on Fair 
Crowds Is Give 
‘Em Lotsa Flash 


Chicago, May 22. 
Balaban & Katz went into a 
huddle last week on the question, 
‘What shall we do about’ the 


World’s Fair?’ They voted to let 
it open. 

Theatre fronts must be attrac- 
tive and that will be the main line 
of attack over the summer. All 
downtown theatres will be sand- 
blasted, painted, etc., and new and 
flashier displays conceived. B&K 
feels that the local newsapers 
aren’t apt to be the key to out-of- 
towners who are more likely to 
wander about than to consult the 
press, as do natives. To fascinate 
the eye and unlock the pocketbooks 
of these gawks is the job of the 
nifty fronts. 

As a final note of class for the 
Chicago theatre it was decided to 
establish a young lady hostess in 
the lobby. This is similar to Se- 
rena, the beautiful greeteress that 
used to beam enchantingly on the 
boys at the Uptown theatre when 
B&K took away the stage shows 
and hoped it wouldn’t be noticed. 











DeForest Vs. Fox Up 


Suit of General Talking Pictures 
(DeForest) against Fox Films, al- 
leging recording infringements on 
DeForest talker patents, is on the 


calendar of the Federal District 
Court of New York for early trial. 
Action comes up some time within 
the next 10 days or so. 

The suit is one of long standing, 
filed some time ago, but only now 
reaching the trial stage on the court 
calendar. 

In the meantime, although trial 
was had more than six months ago, 
no decision has come down from 
Judge Nields in the monopoly ac- 
tions filed against A. T. & T., W. E. 
and ERPi by General Talking 
Pictures (DeForest), Warners and 
the Duvoac Corporation of Brook- 
lyn. This decision has been looked 
for by insiders for some time. 








— 


Halperins Out of Par 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Halperin Brothers have gone out 
of Paramount as associate pro- 
ducers. Pair had made ‘Super- 
natural,’ and had a two-picture deal 
pending when they were dropped. 
They will return to independent 
field. 


REORG. FOR FOX 
MET. ALL SET 


Indications are that the reorgan- 
ization plan for Fox Metropolitan 
Theatres is about ready. Likely 
also that around seven or eight ad- 
ditional houses, mostly in the 
group operated by Randforce 
(Ringler and Frisch) may first be 
dropped. The circuit as split up 


between Skouras and Randforce, 
for operation, now numbers around 
98 houses, all in and around New 
York city. Randforce operates 
mostly in Brooklyn. 

Details of the reorranization plan 
not known, but as far as is known 
it will take the form of a new 
stock issue. 

Company has been in receiver- 
ship for more than a year and has 
outstanding a $13,000,000 64%4% gold 
note issue which was underwritten 
by Halsey, Stuart, and which orig- 
inally formed the beginning of 
William Fox’s urge for theatre 
ownership and extension of inter- 
ests in the biz around May, 1929. 
These notes matured May 1, 1932, 
and have been in default since. In- 
terest on the bonds add about an- 
other $1,000,000 to the amount 
that’s in default. 

The group was decentralized in 
1931 by Harry Arthur, then gen- 
eral manager of Fox theatre op- 
eration, this decentralization being 
credited with having saved the fu- 
ture of the Fox Met setup, as 
otherwise they might have gone 
the entire route of the toboggan. 
Fox Met is also principal in a 
suit against William Fox for re- 
covery of certain moneys involving 
Fox Met’s connection with Fox 
Film. Rather complicated situa- 
tion but which, if won by Fox Met, 
would put that outfit right back 
on its feet financially. 

The action is on file in the Nas- 
sau County courts and is about 
due for trial. The action is one of 
a series against William Fox, by 
the Fox Film interests. 


Mae West Film Hangs 
Up 3 Frisco Records 

















San Francisco, May 22. 
Mae West’s ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ is the sensation of this ter- 
ritory, having hung up an all time 
record for repeats, and still another 
record for receipts and still another 
record for total admissions. 


Paramount exchange, since the 
film was first released, two months 
ago, has booked rough and ready 
opus for a total of 137 days and has 
about 40 more to go. Approximate- 
ly 250,000 have paid at the gate. 

F-WC played it first at the Par- 
amount, where it did a week of 
fairly good biz. Naborhoods started 
it, and a good ad campaign got the 
film rolling like a snowball, until 
the Fillmore played it three times 
for a total of 14 days instead of 
the usual three to four days. 

The Mission has played it twice, 
Alexandria three times and Ala- 
meda thrice. Fox-West Coast then 
put it in the naborhood El Capitan, 
where it did a near-record week 
and then brought it back down- 
town for a week at the first run 
double bill St. Francis with swell 
gross resulting. 

Local Par exchange has com- 
pletely run out of paper or art on 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ and film is 
now running more or less on its 
reputation, augmented only by in- 
creased ad space. 








GERTRUDE HOFFMAN 


whose 18 Dancing Girls recently 
completed an appearance at the 
Paramount Theatre, New York, and 
the past two weeks were the fea- 
tured attraction at the New Roxy 
in Radio City. 

Direction William Morris Office 


UA EXTENDING 
ITS DISTRIB. 
TO 25 OR 30 


Between 25 and 30 pictures, but 
not less than 25, will be released by 
United Artists the coming season 
in its conversion from a specializ- 
ing distributor with an average of 
12 pictures yearly to more nearly 


the status of the average major. 
It may be that more than 30 will 
ultimately be handled by UA. 
That depends on what Sam Katz 
turns up for UA consideration as 
well as anything from other in- 
dependents in which UA may be 
interested as a distributor. The 
‘Emperor Jones’ picture, in pro- 
duction by Krimsky & Cochran at 
the Par Astoria plant, is another 
likelihood, with UA wanting to 
look at it first on completion. 
For the first time in its history, 
as a result of the largely increased 
program, UA will hold a national 
sales convention in Chicago to an- 
nounce product and sales plans. 
It will be for three days or more, 
starting July 17. 














Forced Receiverships 
For Taxes Under New 
Tough Law in Ill. 





Chicago, May 22. 

Under the new stringent tax-col- 
lecting law, County Treasurer Mc- 
Donough has been asking and get- 
ting receiverships for buildings de- 
linquent in taxes. There’s no ‘or 
else’ in the new set-up. Failure to 
settle at least 75% pronto results 
in a county receivership which 
promptly collects all rents until the 
taxes are paid in full. It’s probably 
the toughest law of its kind in 
America. 
State-Lake theatre building with 
$297,655 in accumulated taxes, Or- 
chestra Hall with $96,813 on the cuff, 
the Palmer House owing $517,247 
were threatened with these unwel- 
come receiverships last week. 


COAST SALES CONFABS 
REPLACE NATION 


Los Angeles, May 
Coast exchanges are making pre- 
liminary plans for a series of dis- 
trict and regional sales conventions 
to be held by the various major 
companies during June. These sales 
confabs will replace the national 
conventions, with Los Angeles gen- 
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New film selling season is ex- 
pected to be launched simultaneous- 
ly in all exchange centers sometime 
in July. 


MARTIN’S ‘MADNESS’ 
Hollywood, May 

Paul Martin, foreign director, 
will make ‘Madness for Two,’ from 
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the novel ‘Peonies.’ It’s for Fox. 
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Screen Writers Would Muzzle 
Producers for Own Production 





Par Keeps LeBaron 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Although receiving outside offers, 
William LeBaron has signatured a 
new Paramount producing contract 
and will make between six and 
eight more pictures. 

Has four stories in preparation 
and is trying to wind up his pro- 
gram by the end of the year in 
order to take a three-month vaca- 
tion abroad. 


DISTRIBS WOULD 
CRASH ACADEMY 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Quiet movement is reported under 
way among film distribution or- 
ganizations, particularly in Los An- 
geles, eventually to bring the pic- 
ture exchanges into the Academy, 
giving the distributors representa- 
tion in the higher councils of the in- 
dustry, which they are now denied. 
Project so far has not gone beyond 
the preliminary discussion stage, but 
some of the local exchange heads are 
said to be strong for the plan. 

Distributors take the stand that 
no branch of the industry is forced 
to fight for its existence as do the 
exchanges. Distribution, they con- 
tend, has long been the doormat of 
the industry, and as such has been 
denied the recognition and represen- 
tation it deserves. The exchange 
men point out that it is they, and 
their sales forces, who must go out 
and fight the exhibitors for the 
rentals that make possible film pro- 
duction. Aside from a small voice 
in the initial stages of production, 
and usually only as regards general 
type of films to be made, the dis- 
tribution execs have no say—other 
than to get the highest possible 
rentals and the greatest possible 
number of play dates. 

Whether the move towards Acad- 
emy affiliation will make any great 
headway is regarded as problemati- 
cal. This is due to the fact, pri- 
marily, that distribution is spread 
over the entire country, as well as 
in foreign lands, while the actual 
creative branches of the industry 
are mostly centered in or around 
Hollywood, where concerted action 
of any nature is made practical. 
Exchange employees say they are 
willing to back the movement, but 
so far none has volunteered openly 
to advocate any such steps. 


SMALL COUNTERS EPH 
ASHER’S $1,605 SUIT 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Cross-complaint in the suit of Eph 


Asher against Edward Small for 
money alleged due from the dis- 
solving of the Asher, Small & 
Rogers Corp. was filed Friday (19) 
by attorneys for Small. Action asks 
that Asher be made to pay $2,000, 
which, it is claimed, is his share of 
the losses of ‘Song of Love.’ 

Picture, which was released by 
Columbia in 1929, was asserted in 
the cross-complaint to have lost 
$10,000. Asher’s share of this would 
be $5,000, but Small, it is claimed, 
is waiving everything above $2,000 
so suit can remair. in Municipal 
court. Zagon & Aaron are attorneys 
for Small. Harold Fendler is 
handling the Asher end. 

Small, through his attorneys, 
claims he and Asher made a joint 
venture in employing Belle Baker 
for the picture, and that Asher 
breached his contract by failing to 
go on with the deal. 

Asher filed suit against Small sev- 
eral weeks ago in Municipal court 
for $1,605.89, which he alleged was 
due on dissolution of the corpora- 
tion. Asher is now a supervisor at 
Universal. 























Loftus’ London Post 
Peter Loftu., son of Cissie Loftus, 
has been appointed manager of the 
toyalty Cinema, in London, friends 


| in New York heard. 


He formerly was manager of the 
Wilshire in Beverly, California. 


vv 





Hollywood, May 22. 


While retaining the much-dis- 
cussed ‘closed shop’ provision in its 
proposed code of practice, Screen 
Writers’ Guild in putting the new 
regulations before the membership 
for ratification, has amended the 
much-agitated clause to read that 
this provision goes into effect only 
when the Executive board sees fit 
and not before Sept. 1, 1933, under 
any condition. 

This article threatened to split 
the Guild wide open, and from in- 
dications stood little chance of 
passing the full membership as it 
would have prohibited members 
from working on a story in cole 
laboration with a non-member. 

Eight articles of the code were 
mailed today (Monday) to mem- 
bers for ratification at a meeting 
called for Wednesday (24). Two 
previously drawn-up articles op- 
posing percentage wage cuts and 
against installation of the proposed 
Artists’ Service Bureau were sub- 
mitted to the membership two 
weeks ago, but have yet failed to 
get the two-third’s vote necessary 
for adoption. 

Royalty Regulations 

One of the articles in the new 
draft deals with regulations be- 
tween writers and studios on roy- 
alty deals. This would provide that 
material be returned to the sce- 
narist if, six months after a deal 
is made, the producer has failed to 
put the film into production. Fur- 
ther, it provides that the author 
must give his consent to. story 
changes; prohibits the inclusion of 
the picture in block-booking deals 


unless on the consent of the 
writer; gives author right to be 
consulted on the picking of a di- 
rector and cast, and would give 


him permission to view the rushes 
on the picture and be presence at 
the first studio rough-cut showing 
of the film. Percentage would be 
set on gross returns, not on net. 


Avoiding Theft 

In order to combat possibility of 
a producer stealing a writer's idea, 
code provides that a member of the 
Guild may refuse to discuss with 
any producer the member’s ideas 
for screen development until in the 
employ of that producer. Provision 
is also made to put on the unfair 
list any producer or company that 
lifts ideas and stories in this way 
from members. 

In dealing with ethics between 
writers the instrument would pro- 
hibit members working on a story 
on which another scenarist is en- 
gaged unless notification of the fact 
is given the other member. Also, 
a member would be withheld from 
working on material that he knows 
the studio does not own. This is 
considered particularly drastic in 
view of the current practice of stu- 
dios which have writers prepare 
treatments before owning material 
in order to see whether or not it 
will jell. 

For violation of ethics and by- 
laws’ disciplinary provisions are 
made that might inflict either pri- 
vate reprimand, publie reprimand, 
Suspension, expulsion or a fine of 
from $50 to $10,000. 

Code would also prohibit any 
writer from demanding in a con- 
tract full story credit on stories on 
which other writers work, and 
would assure freelance writers, whe 
get $500 a week or less, at least a 
week’s notice on discharge. 


RKO HOUSES SLUFF 
H. 0. CIRCUIT CHARGE 
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Los Angeles, May 
Owing to the state of bankruptcy, 
certain Orpheum houses, notably 
on the Coast, are covering their 
‘red’ by elimination of the home of- 
fice overhead. Mostly, this is be- 
cause the houses in question 
haven’t the funds to meet the h. o. 
supervision charges. Among these 
is the Hillstreet, local RKO spot, 
formerly under J. J. Franklin’s su- 
pervision, 
House saves around $500 weekly 
by cutting the home office payment. 
Other spots around, in the Orpheum 





layout, may do likewise, paying 
only when they can do so. Just 
one of those conditions, attending 
the situations in which the houses 
find themselves. It is believed that 
some $2,000 weekly can be saved 


RKO’s five Coast spots this way. 
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Katz Giving Up Prod. Plans? 





Lack of Coin Hinted in Marx Bros. Return- 
ing to Par—Katz’s New Theatre Ideas 


+ 


Reported around that Sam Katz 
has new theatre plans afoot and 
that, temporarily or for good, he has 
given up »roduction plars. Money 
angle may be in the background, 
with the observers’ views being that 
lack of >roper financial backing has 
caused the Katz productions plans 
to cool. 

The Marx Bros. returning to make 
‘Duck Soup’ for Par is understood 
to also have been occasioned by the 
fact that Par already had invested 
over $100,000 in preparation of the 
picture. The Katz angle would have 
the boys do ‘Cracked Ice’ for him 
after completing the Par picture, 
which they are to begin around 
July 1. 

Marx Brothers may have been in.- 
pelled also by an inclination to earn 
salaries while working on a film 
for Par rather than to work on spec, 
as in their Katz tie-up. 

In tieu of salary, the boys were to 
get 50% of the gross on the Katz 
tie-up. Understanding is that Katz’s 
Plans called for making a film wich 
the boys for around $250,000. Same 
was expected to draw a $400,000 ad- 
vance in distribution connection 
that might have been planned. Un- 
der such a set-up the Marx Broth- 
ers would have received a $100,000 
advance payment, and after produc- 
tion, on their percentage equity the 
boys and Katz would have taken a 
50-50 split with the distrib. 

Looked for a time that Katz 
would hock up with United Artists 
for distribution deal. 

Leo McCarey will direct the Par- 
Marx pic. 


FILM MAN WITH 
PRESIDENT TO 
LONDON? 


The picture industry has received 
an invitation from the White House 
to have a delegate travel with Pres. 
Roosevelt to London and be present 
at the world economic conference, 
if the President decides to go. 

Decision as to who will be the 
film representative will be settled 
this week. It is certain that 
the delegate will not be selected 
from the foreign department of any 
major picture company, and also 
that he will not be Will Hays. 

Just what a picture delegate can 
do at the conference is a matter 
of conjecture in film _ political 
circles. It is appreciated, however, 
that foreign business is all-important 
to the American film industry; that 
it wasn’t so long ago when a Holly- 
wood-made could count upon col- 
lecting its negative cost in the for- 
eign market. 

So, the industry advisors feel, even 
if a picture representative doesn’t 
get a chance to open his mouth, he 
will have the effect of bearing silent 
testimony of Hollywood to reopen 
that European gate. 


L. B. Mayer Back, B’way | 
Players in ‘Language’ 





Hollywood, May 22. 


Louis B. Mayer gets into San 
Francisco May 25 from a trip to 
Honolulu. He's due at the studio 
the next day. First picture going 


into production during Mayer's ab- 
sence is ‘Another Language,’ star- 
ring Helen Hayes and Robert Mont- 
gomery, directed by D. W. Griffith. 

Four members of the original 
Broadway cast brought from New 
York are Minor Watson, Hal Daw- 
son, Irene Cattell and Margaret 
Hamilton, 








Hughes’ Flyer in Fall 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Howard Hughes, who is playing 
around New York for the summer, 
is expected back in September to 


put an air picture into work. 

He still maintains a three man 
staff, consisting of Noah Deitrich, 
Lincoln Quarberg, his p.a., and an 
auditor, at the Metropolitan studio. 


PICKFORD MAY 
WALK ON U.A.; 
OWN UNIT 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Feeling the urge to be active, and 
out of sympathy with the production 
policies of United Artists, Mary 
Pickford is planning the organiza- 


tion of a unit company. Associated 
with Miss Pickford in promoting the 
ide@ are Frances Marion. George 
Hill, former MGM director; Al 
Rockett, Fox producer; Frank Lloyd, 
Fox director, and in the background 
Douglas Fairbanks. 

Miss Pickford, for some time, has 
been dissatisfied with United Ar- 
tists in which she is a fifth owner. 
Recent affiliation of Darryl Zanuck 
with Joseph M. Schenck is under- 
stood to have irked her. Charles 
Chaplin’s indifference to produc- 
tion has also been a thorn in 
her side, as has the lone wolf pro- 
duction activities of Sam Goldwyn. 
Claim is that both Miss Pickford and 
Fairbanks have been sidetracked by 
UA, while Zanuck and Reliance, lat- 
ter the Small-Goetz organization, 
have been given considerable prefer- 
ance by Schenck, though latter fi- 
nanced her last picture ‘Secrets’. 

Undercover conferences between 
Miss Pickford and her associates 
have been going on for the past two 
weeks. Nothing has been set. How- 
ever, a number of players, directors 
and writers, in addition to those 
mentioned, have been approached by 
the group to come in. 

No idea as yet where the finances 
are coming from. Miss Pickford, 
however, is known to be in constant 
communication with New York 
people, both in banking and social 
circles who at various times have 
been mentioned as having a yen for 
pictures. 


JOS. SCHENCK ACTIVE 
AGAIN ON UA PROD. 


Joseph M. Schenck leaves for the 
Coast today (23) or Wednesday, ac- 
companied by Joe Moskowitz, his 
executive assistant and v.-p. of 
United Artists. 

Schenck plans active and per- 
manent supervision of U.A. produc- 
tion on the Coast. Announcement 
of this is calculated to come from 
the Coast following his arrival. 


Wire Returns Skouras 























Angeles, May 22. 

Spyros Skouras’ contemplated 
trip to the coast, where he was due 
Sunday (21), was interrupted at 
cansas City by a wire summoning 
the Fox West Coast head back to 
New York. 

Skouras was on his way here for 
extended conferences with his 
brother, Charles, operating head of 
F-WC, and with the two pier | 
trustees in bankruptcy for the cir- | 
cuit, 


Los 


PROPOSE MASTER 
CODE FOR FILMS 


Figure Pictures Among First 
to Be Called to Capital to 
Draft Own Regulations— 
Planned Code Would In- 
clude Some Fed’l Trade 
Practise Findings of ’27— 
Expect Minority Objec- 
tions 





RULE OK BE RULED 





July will tell whether the film 
business will continue under home 
rule with a new policy set-up or 
whether it is to be Federally regu- 
lated. Under the President’s plan 
for industrial supervision the film 
industry is expected to be among 
the first to be called to Washing- 
ton to draft new regulations for 
unification of operation. 


Industries that do not establish 
their own trade practices will, under 
the Roosevelt legislation, have to 
submit to a policy deemed best 
suited to them by the government. | 


present, as during the past 10 years, 
has its own ideas on such a for- 
mula, a movement got under way 
yesterday (Monday) designed to 
satisfy all factions. This is a mat- 
ter which would include various 
but distinct sub-codes, most of 
which would rule exhibition. The 
remainder would detail the indus- 
try’s future’ self-government on 
production and distribution. 


The idea is seen as the only way 
to avert a bedlam in Washington 
which might easily result in the 
President dictating the future pro- 
cedure of pictures, according to 
leading film men. Because ex- 
hibition problems differ in each 
territory, no one policy could be 
drafted for all key points, is the 
contention. Under the _ proposed 
plan the Hays organization hopes 
that drastic counter-proposals of 
belligerent indie groups can be 
smoothed over so that the plan 
would work for the entire industry. 


Merger of Codes 


Major production and distribu- 
tion quarters already have the 
framework of the master code un- 
der consideration. This code would 
merge the essence of the Federal 
Trade Practice findings of 1927 
with the current Heys production 
and advertisi»s codes. Such a com- 
bination would, it is claimed, have 
the teeth of enforcement which 
prevented it from materializing as 
a trade practice. The FTP ses- 
sions embodied the ingredients of 
codes for production, distribution 
and exhibition. With that material 
already on the record as a nucleus, 
leading picture men feel the indus- 
try would be headed in the right 
way. 

For independent production there 
is expressed no desire for any 
change in the present methods. In- 
die makers ha.> let it be known 
that they have thrived on the 
hardships and bankruptcies of the 
majors. They say that the govern- 
ment cannot permit too many ma- 
jor mergers as far as they are con- 
cerned. 

The Hays Office, however, in rally- 
ing the strongest industry support 
it can muster for the Washington 
contest, is making special terms to 
the larger indies. Instead of one- 
half of 1% of the gross receipts, as 
paid by regular members, indies will 
be admitted to the fold on a pro- 
bationary membership of one year at 
a flat sum reported within reach 
of several indie companies. Cer- 
tain of the indie leaders see Haysian 
bars down merely for added ‘moral 
effect.’ But, they also figure, the 
chance to get into the big circle has 
its points and concede that they will 





probably back the Hays formula at 
Washington, 

In independent exhibition ranks, | 
which dominate the industry in 


(Continued on page 23) | 








Rothafel Bows Out of New Roxy; 
Thus May End Suit; Scale Maybe 40c 





Sheehan Sails July 10 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Winnie Sheehan will leave July 
10 for Europe following completion 


of ‘Paddy’ (Janet Gaynor) and 

‘The Last Adam’ (Will Rogers). 
Meantime, Sidney Kent will come 

here for a two to three weeks’ visit 





and return east with Sheehan. 
Latter will be gone about two 
months. 





INDIES CLAIM 
W. E. PLUGGING 
OWN STUDIOS 


Contention that because of pressure 
brought by Western Electric against 
certain of its major company licen- 





While every picture group at | sees, independent producers are be- 


ing forced to evacuate Hollywood 
lots and accept sound service at the 
electric’s own plants is being mut- 
tered in leading minor production 
circles. Indies are singling out 
Universal as an illustration. 

In the matter of Universal, one of 
the most popular of the major lots 
for indie set renting purposes, the 
small producers claim’ they were 
summarily notified that they would 
have to abandon Universal City. 
They estimate that their activity 
there paid into U at least $150,000 
per year. ‘ 

Major Co.’s Denial 

Major company spokesmen deny 
any and all of the indie claims. So 
far as the electric is c »ncerned, they 
allude to the months that passed be- 
fore Western could consummate ne- 
gotiations for Paramount's Astoria 
studio. Had Western any such in- 
fluence, as ti.e indies believe, it 
would have taken over Astoria last 
January, they declare. 

Universal’s official reason for 
calling off production relations with 
the indies is that the studio was 
losing money unde: terms which 
had existed. A high U official last 
Friday stated that indies can return 
to Universal City if they will agree 
tc new terms which would realize 
for the company some margin of 
profit. 

As the result of U's decision, 
Western, according to home office 
information, is realizing its first 
business impetus in stucio proper- 
ties which it acquired largely 
through previous negotiations with 
E. W. Hammons, 


Regarding its eastern property, 
the Astoria plant, certain of the 
majors, have expressed a _ willing- 


ness that unit producers releasing 
through their distribution channels, 
such as Rowland-Brice for Univer- 
sal, may make pictures where they 
please. On regular product, bcth 
feature ani short, the attitude of 
the majors is that they have their 
own studio overhead on the ““‘est 
Coast for. first consideration. 


LOEW WITH NATHANSON 





ON POLLN. E. DEAL? 





Latest would have Lovoew’s tied 
with N. L. Nathanson in a partner- 
for the take-over of the 
Idea, 
have 


ship deal 
Poli 


according 


chain in New England. 


to accounts, would 
Loew’s divvy the money responsi- 


bility, amounting to around $500,000 


| with Loew's operating direct. 


indicates there 


though n 


Inquiry around, 
has been talk this way 
definite deal so far is in sight 





Latest RKO developments would 
indicate that the company may not 
pursue a further battle to retain the 
name ‘Roxy’ over the smalle. of the 
two Radio City theatres. House is 


slated to go under the regular op- 
erating canopy of the circuit, run 
by H. B. Franklin, with Roxy, him- 
self (S. L. Rothafel) withdrawing 
from he smaller house operation 
R. C. Music Hall. New name so far 
name is the Radio Theatre. 

Shoving over the smaller house 
to Franklin and the regular RKO 
circuit and changing its name 
looks like the RKO heads have 
about decided to take down the 
Roxy suffix. That’s in accord- 
ance with a decision of the U. S., 
Circuit Court of Appeals, in New 
York, rendered a week ago. The old 
Roxy on 7th avenue, which was 
awarded the right to the Roxy 
name over a theatre, was due to 
apply for an injunction this week 
to restrain RKO from using the 
Roxy name on the smaller of 
the two Radio City theatres. The 
injunction nor the decision would 
apply to any other use of the Roxy 
name by RKO, in connection with 
Roxy's personal connections with 
the company and his theatre activi- 
ties with the firm. 


12-Act Vaude Idea Out 


Withdrawal from the RKO Roxy 
operation is voluntary with Roxy 
(Rothafel), according to official 
company dictum. While the change 
of name thing may have had some- 
thing to do with this, the direct 
cause is handed as being the regular 
RKO circuit's inability to co-operate 
with Roxy on operating the smaller 
R. C. house. After abandoning his 
plan of a 12-act vaude program for 
the spot, the circuit people could 
offer no substitute policy. 

Roxy’s action is with the approval 
of the RKO higher-ups. As one of 
the regular chain houses, the RKO 
circuit operators can now handle 
the smaller of the two houses in 
regular operating routine. 

At the same time, this would offer 
Roxy (Rothafel) himself a measure 
of relief, as his efforts could be 
wholly impelled towards the Music 
Hall, something both he and the 
higher-ups have long desired. 

The employes of the smaller house 
will thus be no longer identified 
with the Roxy class of operation, 
but will be assembled under new 
costumes and colors to jibe with 
the regular circuit stuff. Possible 
that Mike Cruise, former manager of 
the RKO Palace, may manage the 
spot for the circuit, as a subsequent 
run, straight sound; scale probably 
at 40c, 


EXHIBS OVER-BOOKING 
IS NEW DISTRIB WORRY 


Probability of exhibitors over- 
booking product as the result of the 
uncertain future of companies looms 
as one of the many new worries the 
distributor is experiencing with the 
approach of the 1933-‘34 selling sea- 
son. 

Theatre men are frank in express- 
ing fears for sufficient product next 
year. They have little confidence in 
many of the announcements, and as 
the result are prepared to fortify 
themselves with what is getting to 
be known as ‘emergency’ product. 











Radio’s Revamp Habit 


Hollywood, May 22. 


father than hold up starting date 


on a picture for necessary story 
changes, Radio is making them 
while the film is in work. Second 
pic in the past few weeks to get @ 
rewriting while shooting is Ann 
Hardinge’s ‘Double Harness’ Jane 
Murfin was revising script on this 
until 10 days after it started. 

Radio did the same on Constance 
Rennet Bed f Roses.’ John 
Cromwell is directing ‘Harness.’ 
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Stocks Display Ability to Hold 


Steady Against 


Loews Slips Under Critical 17 


By AL GREASON 


The stock market yesterday 
(Mon) stood off repeated attacks by 


new short sellers and considerable 
profit-taking and finished the day 
almost unchanged. Major bearish 
factor was a decline of more thana 
cent in wheat and new bad news 
about the House tax bill proposals. 

After an irregular opening, prices 
steadied and came through to noon 
substantially unchanged. A drive 
around 2 o'clock was met by the 
bullish sponsors, and on this defense 
a further run-up in prices near the 
close gave new evidence of the mar- 
ket’s ability to take adverse news 
with equanimity. 

An exception appeared among the 
amusement shares, which were un- 
der the pressure of approaching 
summer. Loew’s common slipped 
below the 17 level for the first time 
on ihe current movement, 17 being 
regarded as a ‘critical level,’ viola- 
tion of which might be interpreted 
as a danger signal. Volume was 
small, however, suggesting no great 
weight of offerings on the selling 
side. No special merit in this, since 
emall offerings should have made a 
defense easy, assuming that a de- 
fense was part of the clique’s cam- 
paign. 

Senior shares and bonds of the 
amusement group held recent gains 
with turnover here very light. Co- 
lumbia Pictures was quiet and firm, 
ending the day with a net gain ofa 
point. Elsewhere changes were 
fractional, though generally on the 
downside. 

The dollar lost ground against 
foreign currencies. 

Reaction Arrives 

The setback, overdue after nearly 
two months of uninterrupted ad- 
vance, came into the stock market 
late last week. Prices began to 
give way latte Friday, and Satur- 
day’s close was practically at the 
bottom of the week for the leading 
industrials. Rails and a few other 
groups like the oils showed good re- 
sistance, but it looked as though 
there was to be a real correction if 
not an old fashioned shake-out. 

Reaction has been overdue for 
some time. When it came it had 
an unusual effect, strangely giving 
the market a rather favorable out- 
look instead of spreading gloom in 
the familiar way. Fact that the 
market sponsors had been able to 
hold a break off in the face of real- 
ly momentous profit taking for the 
Fast 10 days, argued a good deal 
for the strength of the bull party. 

In all probability the whole posi- 
tion was fairly riddled with specu- 
lative pool operations who found 
themselves carrying heavy long 
lines at a point where the public 
interest on the upside had lost most 
of its buying power. Several im- 
pressive bulges were engineered 
from Monday to late Friday at mo- 


(Continued on page 25) 


UNEMPLOYMENT FEAR 
FROM H’WOOD-AT-FAIR 


Hays office is serving notice on 
the World’s Fair that it will run 
into trouble with the picture. busi- 
ness and the National Better Busi- 
ness Bureau if the Chicago Holly- 
wood exhibit is found responsible 
for any additions to the West 
Coast’s unemployment situation. 

A line in publicity copy from the 
exhibit caught the Haysian eye. It 
read, ‘Beautiful Chicago girls and 
handsome youths will get every 
opportunity for possible careers in 
the movies by visiting Hollywood 
at a Century of Progress.’ 

Unofficial screen tests and pic- 
ture popularity contests, with that 
free ride to Hollywood, long ago 
were condemned by the picture in- 
dustry. 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
500 Col. Pict.. 12 11% 12 +1 
100 Cons. Film 3% 3% 3% — % 
2.100 Do pf... 10% 10% 10%— % 
4,800 East. K... 72% 70% 71% — % 
2, Free 2% 2% %-— % 
2,600 Loew's ... 17 16% 16%— % 
300 Do pf... 59 59 59 — %& 
200 Par-P pf.. x M % 
300 Pathe .... 4 Ss %— %& 
300 DoA 3% 3% 3%+ % 
92: 358 MCA cccéve 7% 6% 7 
400 RKO ..... 2% 2 24% — %& 
Glee We Mvcece 2% 2\%— % 
BONDS 
$4,000 Keith .... 43 42% 43 
2,000 Loew’s ... 73% 73 734%+% 
6,000 Par-Fam.. 8 7™ 7 
16,000 Par-Pub... 10 9% 9% 
16,000 W. B..... 25 24 24 
CURB 
3,400 Tech ...... 8 64 8 +1% 
300 Trans-L .. 2% 2% 2%+ % 











CAMDEN SUNDAY SHOWS 
DRAW FANS OF PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 22. 

Camden had its first ‘open Sun- 
day’ yesterday (Sun) following a 
victory at the polls last week when 
its citizens voted overwhelmingly 
for Sunday sports and amusements. 

Afternoon attendance in Camden’s 
picture houses was reported as 
‘disappointing,’ but in the evening 
trade jumped. Four Stanley-War- 
ner houses took advantage of the 
changed law and opened. They were 
the Stanley, Lyric, Grand and Prin- 
cess. The manager of the first- 
named house kept a check on bus 
passengers disembarking at that 
corner and estimated that of 3,000 
paid admissions, more than 1,000 
came from Philly. 

William Goldman, general man- 
ager for Stanley-Warner interests 
in Philadelphia and Camden, said 
that he expected much larger at- 
tendances next Sunday, especially 
from the Pennsylvania side of the 
river. He also said that the Sunday 
opening would mean new jobs for 
40 individuals. 

Attendance at the baseball games, 
semi-pro mostly, was not big. That 
was not surprising as Camden has 
really had Sunday baseball for 
years, the authorities winking at the 
violation of the blue laws. 








Outside Deal Brings 
‘Be Mine’ B’way Repeat 





San Francisco, May 22. 


Herman L. Cohen, half owner 
with United Artists of the local 
UA, has bought from Universal 
first run privileges for ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ in Greater New York ter- 
ritory, and has left for the East, 
via Los Angeles. 

‘Be Mine,’ Gaumont-made mu- 
sical for U release, has been sur- 
prising at the UA here, in its sixth 
week maintaining a gross higher 
than the first stanza. Film out for 
an endurance record at this house. 

Cohen was so encouraged by ‘Be 
Mine’s’ success here that he fig- 
, ures the film didn’t have a proper 
chance ia New York, and with Uni- 
versal is putting it into the Criterion 
there next Wednesday (24). 

‘Be Mine’ has had an outstanding 
local ad and publicity campaign 
done by Charles A. Leonard, who, 
however, will not be able to go 
East with Cohen because of his 
Frisco duties. 








‘Be Mine Tonight’ played a week 
at the New York Paramount start- 
ing April 14. Scale for the Cri- 
terion cxsesement are set at 75 
cents. 


Another Mild Shake 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


Numerous patrons in downtown 
picture houses rushed for the exits, 
and mild confusion existed for a 
short while, when a sharp earth- 
quake shook the area shortly after 
noon Tuesday (16). The excitement 
passed quickly and most patrons re- 
sumed their seats. 








In the film row district, Fox-West 
Coast headquarters and film ex- 
changes were severely shaken, with 

| the personnel rushing to the streets. 
|No damage was reported in this 
‘district. 


INDIE PROD. FOR PAR 
WOULD GO OFF LOT 


Hollywood, May 22. 


Charles R. Rogers, working on a 
releasing agreement with Para- 
mount, is reputed to be looking for 
studio space off the Par lot in mak- 
ing his next series for the company. 
He figures that the studio’s cost 
plus 10% service charge is too high 
in view of the fact that he is putting 
up 50% of the negative cost out of 
his own funds. 


He is said to be particularly 
peeved at having to pay tabs on 
such minor items as telephone and 
telegraph tolls, all of which are 
meticulously charged against his 
account. 


2d Run Indie Charges 
He Pays More for Pix 
Than Ist Run; Suing 


Newark, May 22. 

Fraxam Amus. Corp., operating 
the Englewood, Englewood, N. J., 
secured an order from Vice-Chan- 
cellor Backes directing the film dis- 
tributing concerns to show cause 
Tuesday (23) why they should not 
be restrained from interfering with 
the plaintiff’s business. Those cited 
are Paramount, Metro, Vitagraph, 
Skouras, Fox, Columbia, RKO and 
Universal. 
It is charged that although the 
plaintiff is willing to pay for first 
run films it is forced to wait until 
the Plaza and other neighboring 
theatres have shown the first runs 
and then to pay a higher price than 
the first run houses pay. This is 
said to be a part of the policy and 
desire of the defendants to crush 
competition of independent exhibi- 
tors. It is maintained that this is 
done specifically to free the Plaza 
(Skouras) from competition. 














306 ‘Permit’ Men Score 
Point in Suit Vs. Local 


Application of ‘permit’ men of the 
N. Y. operators union to examine 
the books of the local, prior to trial 
of an action giving permit holders 
the right to full membership and 
rights, has been denied by Supreme 
Court Justice Adel, in Brooklyn. 
Trial was scheduled to get under 
way this week. 

In his decision denying perusal of 
the books, Justice Adel said, in 
part: ‘Undoubtedly, they do not 
want any more union men. I under- 
stand the Steamfitters’ union has 
not taken in any members in years. 
I wonder if this union is as arro- 
gant as some of the others. When 
a man is married and has a wife 
and children to support, and a union 
boss tells him to sign something, 
the man will sign.’ 

The permit system came into 306 
during Sam Kaplan’s regime. On 
payment of a lump sum, plus a de- 
duction from salary weekly, opera- 
tors were ‘permitted’ to work as 306 
men but had no voice or vote in 
matters of the union. In their im- 
pending trial they seek to gain this 
voice by becoming card members. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week May 26 

Paramount — ‘International 
House’ (Par). 

Capito!l—‘The 
(Metro). 

Strand — ‘Picture 
(WB). 

Rivoli—I Cover the Water- 
front’ (UA) (2nd week). 

Roxy — ‘Night and 
(G-B). 

Music Hall—‘When Strangers 
Marry’ (Col). 

Mayfair—‘Elmer the Great’ 


Nuisance’ 


Snatcher’ 


Day’ 





(WB). 
Rialto—'Below the Sea’ (Col). 
Week June 2 
Paramount—‘I Love That 
Man’ (Par). 
Capitol—‘Hell Below’ (Met- 
ro). 


Mayfair—‘Study in Scarlet’ 
(Fox). 
Rialto—'‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ 


(WB). 





Forelgn Films 

‘Morgenrot” (Brecher) (Ger- 
man) (Little Carnegie) 2nd 
week). 

‘Drei Tage Mittelarrest’ 
(German) (Capital) (Vander- 
bilt) (2nd week). 

‘Horizon’ (Amkino) (Rus- 
sian) (Europa) (3rd week). 














Hollywood 





department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly ‘Variety.’ 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Charles Brabin will direct Metro’s 
‘Stage Mother,’ his first starter in 
six months. 





Sending Bouquets 
Following the studio showing of 
‘Peg o’ My Heart’ at Metro, Louella 
Parsons gathered the chatter and 
fan-mag writers together and had 
them write congratulatory telegrams 
to Marion Davies. 


Fox-West Coast reopened its 
Long Beach deluxer, May 19, after 
rebuilding at a cost of $70,000 fol- 
lowing the earthquake of March 10. 





Fox Tune Search 
Fox is going cver 50 songs from 
the Sam Fox Music Co., looking for 
tune material for a musical revue in 
which it will put most of its name 
talent. Will Rogers is set. 





‘Funny Man’ for N. Y. 
‘Funny Man,’ that got its tryout 
at The Spotlight, little theatre here, 
will be produced in New York by 
Harry Edington and Frank Vincent 
following a rewrite by William An- 
thony McGuire. 





LeRoy Prinz is staging the dance 
numbers for B. P. Schulberg’s ‘Her 
Body Guard,’ at Par. 





Puppets’ Club Shorts 
Arthur Lubin and Al Kingston 
have lined up the Puppets’ club, or- 
ganization of young film players, 


Theatres Free of N. Y. 
State 1% Sales Tax 


Theatres, amusement parks, cir- 
cuses and the like are not required 
to pay a tax on tickets sold, under 








New York State’s new 1% sales 
levy, but the tax doe> apply 


to the sale of programs, spirits and 
malt liquors, soft drinks, ice cream 
sodas, candy, cigars, cigarettes, etc. 
where the firm or individual does a 
gross business of $1,250 or more for 
any quarter-year. Tax applies from 
May 1, 1933, to June 30, 1934. 

The State Tax Commission has 
ruled that theatre tickets, dinner 
tickets, boat ride tickets, etc., come 
under the taxable classification. 

Owners of theatres, circuses, 
amusement parks, and night clubs, 
or concessionaires therein, retailing 
the articles mentioned in the first 
sentence, are liable for the tax. They 
must keep records of receipts in 
such form as the State Tax Com- 
mission may by regulation require, 
and have them available for ex- 
amii.ation at any time by the com- 
mission or its agents. Every per- 
son selling tangible personal prop- 
erty to the value of $1,250 or more 
for a quarter-year at retail in N. Y. 
State must file with the tax com- 
mission a return of his receipts for 
the two months ending June 30, and 
for the three months ending Sept. 
30 and Dec. 31, 1933, and for the 
three months ending March 31 and 
June 30, 1934. The tax commission 
may suspend a retailer’s license for 
failure to pay the tax when due. 
He can either absorb the tax or pass 
it on the consumer, but is not per- 
mitted to advertise that he is ab- 
sorbing it. 

While ice cream sodas are tax- 
able, ice cream sold by itself is not, 
the tax commission considering it 
a food, and as such, exempt. Ditto 
coffee, tea and cocoa. 





Steffes’ Post 


Minneapolis, May 22. 


W. A. Steffes’ position with 
Northwest Allied States will be 
that of chairman of the board in- 
stead of business manager, and he 
will serve without compensation. 
A salaried business manager will 
be selected later. 

Bennie Berger, northern Minne- 
sota exhibitor, is the new presi- 
dent, succeeding W. R. Frank, of 
Minneapolis. Berger is a former 
president of the organization. 





LASKY’S NEOPHYTE 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Harvey Stephens, Los Angeles boy 
who had to go to New York to get 
a screen opportunity, was brought 
back here by Fox under contract 
and will be opposite Myrna Loy in 
‘Worst Woman In Paris’. 

Monta Bell will direct this one as 





a Lasky production. 


with the intention of making a 
series of shorts if they can get a 
release similar to the Masquers’ 
former deal with Radio. 





Farrell’s Legit 

Charles Farrell has the lead in 
Henry Duffy’s production of ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon,’ opening at the 
Alcazar, San Francisco, May 28. 

Ted Fiorito’s orchestra goes into 
the Paramount for one week, June 
15, booked by Fanchon & Marco, 
Band then jumps to the Chicago 
World’s Fair. 








William Berke is preparing ‘No 
Down Payment’ for the state rights 
market. Production at Educational. 





Jane Muir, from New York legit, 
due here on June 4 to go into War- 
ners’ ‘Red Meat,’ packing-house 
story. E. G. Robinson to be starred, 





Racketing Dope 
D. A.’s office is hot after the al- 
leged representatives of an anti- 
narcotic league who have been gete 
ting contributions from picture peoe 
ple and cashing in for themselves. 





San Jose Vaude 
Padre theatre, San Jose picture 
house, goes vaude June 1 and will 
use four acts in front of a stage 
band. House will be booked by 
Bern Bernard of the L. A. RKO of- 
fice, 





Cherry's Ticket Office filed suit 
for $75 in Municipal court against 
Louis Sarecky for pasteboards. Lat- 
ter claims he only owes $17. 


U Tests Billie Burke 
Billie Burke has been tested by 
Universal for a part in ‘Only Yes- 
terday.’ She is now working with 
William Anthony McGuire on ‘The 
Great Ziegfeld’ at the same studio, 








After working a year with sundry 
writers on ‘Christine’ for Greta 
Garbo, Metro is now trying to bor- 
row S. N. Behrman from Fox to 
write a treatment. 





Universal is negotiating with 
George Bancroft for ‘When the Time 
Comes,’ a story of rum-running. 





Sam Goldwyn has asked Universal 
for the loan of Gloria Stuart to put 
her opposite Eddie Cantor in his 
next picture, yet ‘untitled. 





Rewriting ‘Glamour’ 

George O’Neill is at Universal to 
rewrite ‘Glamour,’ an Edna Ferber 
story, which Lois Weber will direct. 
Gloria Stuart likely for lead, 





George Bertholon will produce 
‘King Kelly of the U. 8, A.’ for Trem 
Carr. Bertholon wrote it. 

‘Paddy’ on Location 

Fox is taking 100 principals, bit 
players, technicians, etc., to Point 
Lobos for atmospheric scenes for 
‘Paddy, the Next Best Thing.’ Light 
house and fishing village has been 
built there for the Janet Gaynor 
picture. 

Edward T. Lowe is at Fox writing 
the script of ‘Lottery Lover’ for 
Lilian Harvey and Henry Garat. 





Jeanette MacDonald is due here 
in July for Metro’s ‘I Married an 
Angel.’ Nelson Eddy, concert sing- 
er, has the male lead. 





Not Keen for Keno 

There are loud wails from the 
Ocean Park keno and ball-rolling 
joints over a proposal of the Busi- 
ness Men’s Association to the Santa 
Monica city council to tax the 
games, Proposal is to tax the 
games in order to pay salaries of 
the Municipal band. 





Monogram Assignments 
‘Skyways,’ first of Monogram’s 
new program, will be produced by 
William T. Lackey. Edwin lL. 
Marin will direct John Goodwin’s 
‘The Avengers.’ Ben Verschleiser 
will produce ‘Devil's Mate.’ 


U May Halt ‘Pauline’ 

Unable to get a suitable femme 
lead who’d do all the stunts re- 
quired, Universal has about called 
off the remake of ‘Perils of Paul- 
ine.’ Studio tested Marie Walcamp, 
early serial star, for the part. Pro- 
duction cost, which was high for a 
serial, also figures in the cancella- 
tion. 








Call Bureau is demanding au- 
thentic proof of representation from 
some agents after several jams 
wherein an agent promised delivery 
of a player, not represented by him, 
and failed to make good. 





Louis Stevens is at Warners pre- 
paring his original story ‘Made for 
Love’ for Barbara Stanwyck. Ben 
Markson and Lillie Hayward are 





(Continued on page 28) 
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Par’s New 3d Trustee, Richardson: 
Horowitzs Sponsors Picked Him 


A third trustee of Paramount in 
bankruptcy, elected Friday (19) to 
succeed Louis J. Horowitz, who re- 
signed May 5, is a showman of sev- 
eral years’ experience as vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer of Fox Film. He 
is Charles E. Richardson, who was 
brought into Fox by Chase in 1930 
at the time Harley Clarke was in 


control. A v.-p. of Equitable Trust 


when that company was merged 
with Chase, Richardson, was also a 
v.-p. of the Chase bank. On joining 
Fox he was also named to the board 
of directors. 

Richardson, only name in nomina- 
tion as a third Par trustee, was 


elected in proceedings before Ref- 
eree Henry K. Davis over the vio- 
lent objections of independent coun- 
sel, notably Samuel Zirn. Richard- 
son was chosen by majority cred- 
itors as one of six men who had 
some or considerable show experi- 
ence. 

In accepting election as trustee, 
Richardson resigns from Fox. While 
S. R. Kent wanted Richardson to re- 
main with Fox, he is said to have 
been anxious to get out on other re- 
organization work and the Par 
trusteeship appealed to him, 


Levis’ Choice 


Robert P. Levis, special counsel 
for Allied Owners’ Corp., Par cred- 
itor for $6,300,000, and of Prudence 
Bond Co., placed Richardson’s name 
in nomination, saying it ..as about 
time a business man with actual 
show experience was placed. That 
Levis nominated the resigned Horo- 
witz at the first creditors’ meeting 
resulted in many objections from in- 
die counsel at Friday's hearing. 

Charging Horowitz removed him- 
self due to incompetency, vigorous- 
ly denied by Levis, indie bondhold- 
ers and counsel sought to challenge 
the election on the ground Levis had 
voted one bad pick in Horowitz, but 
with Referee Davis refusing to en- 
tertain argument and lengthy dis- 
sertation, about all the indies got 
on the record were the routine ob- 


jections. 
Zirn, who was gavelled down 
several times by Referee Davis, 


stated after the ineeting that he 
would go into the Federal courts 
and attempt to have Referee Davis 
removed from the _ proceedings. 
Zirn, representing Chicago bond- 
holders of Par, went on the record 
charging proceedings were not in 
order. 

Other activities of indie counsel 
was challenging claim of Allied 
Owners of $6,300,000; challenge of 
competency of Richardson as a 
trustee, and that Richardson was 
illegally elected in the proceedings 
before the referee in bankruptcy. 

Although specialists in bank- 
ruptcy maintain that the law pre- 
fers large creditors as trustees, Zirn 
had also objected vigorously to 
Horowitz as one of the Par receiv- 
ers. In papers in a court action in- 
stituted by him, Zirn charged that 
Horowitz was a director of the Com- 
mercial National Bank & Trust Co., 
of which Maurice A. Newton, & 
partner in Hallgarten & Co., under- 
writer of Par bonds, was a fellow 
director. Zirn also stated that 
Horowitz was a director of Prudence 
Bend Co., of which William A. Eng- 
lish, on the board of Par and former 
chairman, was also a director. Both 
Allied Owners and Prudence Bond 
are Par creditors. 

An indie bondholder, Alfred K. 
Levy, showed up at the Friday (19) 
hearing, but found he had little 
voice in the proceedings. Levy said 
he owned 15 bonds of Par. 

Zirn’s Charges 

Charges that various groups, in- 
cluding that headed by Levis, were 
working in concert and controlled 
the situation, were made by Zirn 
and as hotly hollered down, Referee 
Davis stepping in quickly to end the 
debating. Levis voted ‘over $6,000,- 
000,’ as he put it, of creditor claims 
of Caroline E. Levis, Allied Owners 
and Prudence, in addition to claims 
of 112 creditors, amounting to §$2,- 
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But Flop on Financing 





Hollywood, May 22. 

Hired help at Sennett stu- 
dios are planning to produce 
a co-operative picture, to show 
the bosses how films should be 
made. 

Co-op idea won't extend any 
farther than ideas and talent. 
Mack Sennett will have to 
show the Loys how to finance 
the affair. John Waldron will 
supervise. 

—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 














Spoor Wide Film May 
Exhibit at Chi. Expo 
But Not Producing 


Chicago, May 22. 

George K. Spoor will set up his 
fourth dimensional equipment in 
the Hollywood-at-the-Fair studio 
here, it is understood. However, no 
production is contemplated and 
demonstration will be confined to 
exhibition of the ‘Niagara Falls’ 
footage, and some others, already in 
the vaults. This is the same show 
that was world premiered in 1930 
at the State-Lake theatre here. 

Francis X. Bushman has no deal 
pending with the former Essanay 
producer, it is understood. Establisl.- 
ing a picture studio in Chicago has 
been a favorite idea with Bushman 
for several years. Bushman is 
now broadcasting under commercial 
sponsorship over station WGN here. 


MICHEL OR TOWELL MAY 
SUCCEED RICHARDSON 


Either W. C. Michel or Sidney 
Towell may be named Fox Film 
treasurer to succeed C. E. Richard- 
son, resigned, at the company Board 
meeting which is scheduled to take 
place today (23). Richardson goes 
over to Par as trustee. 

In the meantime, the Fox people 
and Chase are working on the 
financial reorganization of the com- 
pany’s indebtedness to be presented 
before the annual meeting of stock- 
holders which has been postponed 
from early May until sometime in 
June. 














208,372 in behalf of R. E. Anderson 
and Nathan Burkan. The ERPI vote 
of over $1,000,000 included in this 
election strength was challenged by 
Robert Szold, who said he repre- 
sented over 400 bondholders. 

Together with Levis’ vote in fa- 
vor of Richardson, attorneys for the 
bondholder committee headed by 
Frank A. Vanderlip, voted 946 sep- 
arate claimants holding $4,811,000 
of debentures. This is the commit- 
tee which includes Kuhn, Loeb. Sir 
William Wiseman, partner in K-L, 
is an official of the Vanderlip com- 
mittee. 

Following his election Friday (19) 
and resignation from Fox Film, 
Richardson qualified as a trustee of 
Paramount so that certain pending 
matters which had awaited election 
of a third trustee could be taken up 
officially. 

The election of Richardson comes 
more than two months since P-P 
was adjudged bankrupt (March 
14), with many court actions, delay 
in examination of P-P officers and 
resignation of Horowitz setting the | 
bankruptcy proceedings back. 

Horowitz, chairman of Thompson- 
Starret, resigned as a trustee, ac- 
cording to counsel, not becau~:; there 
was objection to his serving in that 
capacity, hut because he was afraid 
the vastness of the P-P estate 
would take too much of his time. 
Horowitz also felt, it was said, that 


PAR BROOM’S CLEAN SWEEP 





FROM oGRATCH 


Cancellation of Some Con- 
tracts for the Best Inter- 
ests of the Bankrupt Co. 
—Richardson, Newly 
Elected and Hilles and 
Leake, His Co-Trustees, 
May Take Initiative— 
Would Delve Into Studio 
and All Other Matters 





A ‘NEW DEAL’ FOR PAR 





Latest move at Par is reported 
veering towards cancellation of a 
number of contracts in the com- 


pany. That takes in everything, 
from salary deals, up and around; 
also leases on theatres, etc. When 
such action, if decided upon, will go 
into effect is not known. Proposal 
of such a move is said to come via 
counsel advice to the company 
which is now being administered by 
trustees, C. E. Richardson, Charles 
D. Hilles and Eugene Leake. 

Richardson is the successor to 
Louis J. Horowitz, resigned. He is 
a former vice-president of Chase 
Bank; also, v.p. and treasurer of 
Fox Film. Been connected with 
the biz, in several directions, off 
and on for a decade. Last couple 
of years or so, with Fox. 


If such a cleanup comes nothing 
is to be overlooked and that in- 
cludes the studio also. The broom 
is to whisk clean, as the company’s 
counsellors delve into the firm’s set- 
up. 

A New Deal 

The idea, apparently, is to get a 
new deal for the company so that 
whatever assets it has may be con- 
served. That means, at least, that 
immediate liquidation is not con- 
templated. 

The big point is what action the 
trustees may take on the matter 
of the $13,000,000 negative loan 
from the several New York banks 
and which directly caused the for- 
mation of Film Productions Co., a 
new subsidiary. 

It’s also likely that if the credit- 
ors among themselves attempt to 
stir up dissension or just can’t 
agree as to what’s what, Richard- 
son may give them the go-by and 
depart. It’s the way he came into 
Fox. No. strings attached and 
when his job is finished he is to be 
free to leave, which he is doing. His 
entrance into the Fox pictures was 
for the purpose of reorganizing the 
financial setup of the firm, for 
Chase. To Richardson must go 
much of the cleared up situation of 
Fox Film, both before and after 
Sid Kent’s entrance into the picture. 

At Par, it is being figured, that 
Richardson will have the addition- 
ally experienced counsel of Kent to 
fall back on whenever he figures 
necessary. The two men are friends. 
That connection, in itself, should 
prove of advantage to Par, accord- 
ing to observers, as Kent practically 
grew up in the biz with Par. 

Just when Richardson moves 
over to Par isn’t set and likely to 
await a few days, pending the 
cleanup of his work at Fox. 

Richardson, one time was men- 
tioned as a likely successor to Har- 
ley Clarke for the head job at Fox. 
That was before E. R. Tinker 
moved in. 

Breaking Down of Liabilities 

Speedy reorganization of Para- 
mount-Publix by conservation of 
assets and breaking down of liabili- 
ties, may be expected through ap- 
plication of the P-P trustees to take 
these steps upon approval of Henry 
K. Davis, referea in bankruptcy in 
this district: 

1. Sell, either privately or pub- 
licly, various properties of Par. 

2. Cancellation of leases to Par. 

3. Settlement, adjustment or com- 





the bankrupt needed at least one 
trustee with some show business 
experience. 


promise of claims and controversies 
(Continued on page 27) 





IDEAS. START | That OF Debbil ‘Probe’ Has Been 


Pursuin the Film Biz for 15 Years 





Proxy Revenge 





Hollywood, May 22. 

Lew Brice recently took his 
eighth squint at ‘The Public 
Enemy.’ He never misses see- 
ing it whenever . -casion offers. 

That’s the pic in which 
James Cagney socks Mae 
Clarke, Brice’s ex-wife, in the 
face with the grapefruit. 


PAR TRUSTEES 
TO SUE OVER 
HOCKED’ PIX 


First major contest between the 
trustees of Paramount and any cf 
its creditors looms in connection 
with the $13,368,932 loan by a group 


of 12 banks, secured through the 
ownership of Paramount film nega- 
tives by a special subsidiary set up 
for the purpose of issuing notes. 
Trustees contemplate action through 
a suit in equity, to obtain a surren- 
der of the preference to the 12 banks 
under the loan. 

Complaint is said to have been 
prepared last week after exhaustive 
study of the bank deal by the 
trustees and their attorneys Root, 
Clark & Buckner, and may be filed 
this week. Definite action by the 
Par trustees awaited the election 
Friday (19) of Charles E. Richard- 
gon to succeed Louis J. Horowitz. 

It is understood that whatever ac- 
tion the trustees take will simply 
ask for a surrender of the credit 
preference by the 12 banks and re- 
turn of the negatives transferred to 
Film Productions, Inc., loan flota- 
tion medium, by Paramount Publix, 
in March, 1932. In any event the 
claim of the 12 ba:.ks of $13,368,932 
will not be destroyed but until the 
alleged preference is given up it 
faces the virtual certainty of never 
being approved by the trustees 
when time comes to approve-or deny 
validity of creditor claims. 

From inside, it has been reported 
for a week or more that the banks 
would be willing to surrender their 
preferences as holder of negatives 
and rights to rental therefrom, but 
to date they haven’t made a move 
in this direction. It may be that 
a suit by the trustees is desirable 
with a view of reaching a possible 
compromise and killing of all liti- 
gation, some of which still pends, 
in connection with the $13,000,000 
loan, 

Par trustees have given consider- 
able study to the bank group deal 
of last spring and in examination of 
Ralph Kohn before Referee Henry 
K. Davis, have sought to enter into 
the record complet- details of the 
transaction. Trustees want the re- 
ccvery of this property. It entails 
23 film negatives and rental there- 
from, transferred by P-P to Film 
Productions and included film negs 
at approximately $6,777,000 in value, 
plus a rental credit of $3,332,000, to 
be paid into FPC by P-P at the 
rate of $300,000 weekly. 

Opinion off the record by bank- 
ruptcy specialists is that the deal 
with the 12 banks may have stood 
up prior to control of the estate by 
trustees in bankruptcy. 


MPTOA Picks Prez 


In order to save traveling ex- 
penses, directors of the M.P.T.O.A. 
are using the mails to ballot for a 
new president. 

Ed. Kuykendall, Mississippi vet- 
eran and one of the organization's 
most influential Washington con- 
tacts, probably will be chosen to 
succeed M. A. Lightman. 

In accordance with the new in- 
dustry policy of general belatedness, 

















| the MPTOA won't convene this year, 


if at all, until next fall. 


For at least 15 years the film in- 
dustry has been under continuous 
investigation by Federal or state 
governments. The quizzes have been 
so numerous that the Hays Office 
has constantly kept its files in pre- 
paredness for official perusal. No 
sooner is one inquisition near com- 
pletion than another starts. Haysites 
themselves are unable to arrive ata 
total currently. 

Up to the present time the Gov- 
ernment’s end of the probe expense 
is estimated by film representatives 
to be far in excess of $2,000,000. 
Largest item was the Federal Trade 
Commission probe fvaturing Para- 
mount and block booking. This one 
action dragged on for seven years 
and when the FTC handed its deci- 
sion prohibiting the block system an 
appeal was taken by the industry 
and the Government’s work of a de- 
cade was undone. 

All investigatory departments of 
Washington and of those in at least 
a half dozen states have some time 
or another trained their forces on 
the film industry. 

The Department of Justice, which 
again may come into films as a re- 
sult of the Patman resolution, was 
one of the few bodies which showed 
results, the film record asserts. 
Through evidence which it gathered, 
the Thacher decree was obtained, 
and unformity, including arbitration 
and credit committees as well as 
zoning, were discontinued as trade 
practices. 


Justice Agents, Pfd. 


Of all the investigating bodies the 
film industry admittedly dreads, but 
at the same time prefers, are the 
Justice agents. Professional and 
highly trained investigators, these 
agents, industry spokesmen hold, get 
right to the point. Days and weeks 
are not whiled away in a courtroom 
with explanation of intricate film 
policies. The agents seek out certain 
film executives. They question them 
at their own desks. They also have 
access to files for additional infor- 
motion. 

The Department of Justice is also 
declared by picture veterans to be 
the most economical investigatory 
branch. 

What the outcome of the latest at- 
tempt to have the industry probed 
will be, no one in the business is 
willing to venture. Roosevelt’s broad 
policy is expected to make such a 
result possibly beneficial to the 
business, If the U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral's office is able to get a clear 
picture of the picture business there 
are some spokesmen who are con- 
vinced it will help rather than in- 
jure the business. 

Washington, film contact men have 
discovered, is opposed to probes 
which may prove costly. Had the 
Sirovich resolution, which went down 
to a defeat unexpected even by pic- 
ture people, been drafted along the 
lines of the Patman measure, 
spokesmen are certain it would have 
had an excellent chance of being 
adopted. 

But certain congressmen, it is re- 
vealed, went into the matter of ex- 
pense before the resolution was put 
to a vote. The Federal Trade Com- 
mission, itself, is credited with hav- 
ing told them that a committee 
probe, such as Sirovich backed. 
would cost at least $250,000 and 
probably twice that before it was 
over. 





Monicker No Help 


Hollywood, May 22, 

Paul Adams, nee Peter Adrian, 
:ee Adrian Samish, won’t go into 
C. B. DeMille’s ‘This Day and Age,’ 
despite DeMille’s huddles' with 
Harry Cohn to help find a name for 
the New York actor. 

As Adams, his latest monicker, 
he was found not to be the right 
type. 


Termer Faces Brady 
Hollywood, May 22, 
Alice Brady is up for a term con- 
tract at Metro following the pre- 
viewing of ‘When Ladies Meet.’ 
Stage actress was brought here by 
ithe studio for the one picture. 
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Task and Hawk Flying for 21G’s 
‘Working Man’ Working Two L. A. 


B.0.’s for 246; ‘Adorable, Mild 146’s 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Trade sprucing up a bit all the 
way around. Home folks probably 
figuring okay to spend a bit of coin 
for amusement as the tourists were 
on their way for the summer spend- 
ing orgy. Paramount proved to be 
the leader of the group with ‘The 
Eagle and the Hawk’ starting off 
at close to $2,900 on the opening 
day, $600 more than Chevalier 
shoved off with on ‘Bedstime Story.’ 

‘Adorable,’ the Janet yaynor 
opus, looks rather a weak sister at 
the State. Gaynor on her own 
seems far from a b. 0. magnet here. 
‘The Working Man,’ latest Arliss 
release, is being relished at the 
Downtown and Hollywood, with a 
combined take of around $24,000, 
the vaude policy helping plenty in 
the latter house. ‘Diplomaniacs’ no 
panic at the RKO, too many 
W&W’s of late. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
"Working Man’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Arliss always surefire here 
with title good magnet, will hit 
around $11,000. Last week ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (WE), very good at $11,- 
200. 

Hoilywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65)— 
‘Working Man’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Vaude seems to be catching 
on here, and will help the Arliss 
trade a bit to around $14,000. Last 
week ‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB), no 
squawk coming at close to $13,000. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25)—‘City Hall’ (Wm. Berke) 
and ‘Flaming Signal’ (Pisor). None 
tog hefty trade bringers, but did 
fairly well with $4,800. Last week 
‘Scarlet River’ (RKO)-and ‘Alimony 
Medness’ (Mayfair) just a shade 
over $4,500 with no complaints. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40—‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par) 
and stage show. Got off to encour- 
aging start, which should bring it 
in the $21,000 area. Last week ‘Su- 
pernatural’ (Par) seemed to belie 
its title as $13,000 indicates. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40) — ‘Diplo- 
maniacs’ (RKO). Weak trade for 
this Wheeler-Woolsey, $3,700, poor. 
Last week (‘Christopher Strong’ 
(RKO), Hepburn no sensation, so 
had to be content with around $4,- 
200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)— 
*Adorable’ (Fox). This Gaynor 
caused no ,excitement here, as 
around $14,000 will indicate. Last 
week ‘Hell Below’ (MG) perked up 
a bit toward end of run and came in 
with close to $13,800. 


Tacoma Still Dull, but 
Future Augurs Better 


Tacoma, May 22. 

This town continues dull. Pay- 
rolis still down and pickup is slow, 
but appears to be heading right. 
Roxy brought in ‘Hollywood Revue,’ 
consisting of four acts of vaude, 
with stage band, weaved into a 
unit show, for to siinds here, from 
the Roxy in Se ‘tie 

Stage show 4: 
through, after five weeks’ try of 
burley, which opened well but 
sagged rapidly, and musical revue, 
which dipped even faster, reaching 
low of $1,500 last week. 

Blue Mouse back to big pix pol- 
icy for solid week booking. Other 
first runs stick to split weeks. 

Estimates for This week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Par) and ‘Sins 
of Love’ (Ind). Former for three 
days, latter for five; indicate a good 
$3,800. Last week ‘Pick~ Up’ (Par) 
and ‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO), 
only fair, $3,200. 

Roxy (J-VH) 








lue Mouse is 


(1,300; 10-25)— 
*Black Beauty’ (Shef) and Holly- 
wood vaude show, two days; then 
‘Obey the Law’ (Col) balance of 
week. Looks around $3,500, fair. 
Last week ‘Parole Girl’ (Col) and 
Madame Schumann-Heink, who did 
fine biz, first time here, for two 
days, $1,800, with ‘Mussolini’ (Col) 
only fair, then ‘Ramu’ (Ind) with 
Salisbury in person, and ‘A Man’s 
Land’ (Mas) to finish week, okay 
at $3,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). In for 
solid week on no policy with stage 
musicals and burlesque through; 
good $2,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Tonto itim’ (Par), ‘Mind Reader’ 
(FN) split, with stage musical, very 
bad at scant $1,500. 


RADIO’S WB LOAN 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Rochelle Hudson, on loan from 
Radio, goes to Warners for the 
femme lead in ‘Wild Boys of the 
Road.’ This is the hobo story 
written by Danny Ahearn. 
_ Frankie Darro will have the top 
Male spot, 





; President Garner’s niece, 





| WASH. TRYIN’ TO SELL 
"EM BIG; SOME RESULTS 


Washington, May 22. 

Week is better than last but still 
only so-so. Boys are just about 
admitting that summer slump is on 
with good weather, tent shows and 
ball games eating into the b. o. 
Good deal of blame is being placed 
on uncertain status of government 
payroll reorganization and fact that 
13 banks are still unopened. 

Big experiment is Gene Dennis 
at Keith’s. Hardie Meakin plas- 
tered town with advance ballyhoo 
but opening fell short of expecta- 
tions. Stunts broke into every 
paper in town, including the im- 
pregnable ‘Evening Star.’ Aviation 


columns went for gag of riding the 
mind-reader in plane while blind- 
folded and directing plane. Was 
‘Herald’ tie-up and landed pictures 
all over second section front. Nice 
space also came from taking her to 
the Capitol and having pics made 
with Senators. 
Explanation of light start lies in 
fact that town is toughest in coun- 
try for mind readers. Despite rec- 
ords elsewhere they have tough 
sledding getting public of govern- 
ment clerk level. Dennis is going 
over though once they’re inside and 
week should build to o. k. $9,000 
coupled with ‘Silver Cord’ making 
100% women’s show. 
Palace opened ‘Hell Below’ with 
premiere. Packed in official and 
navy crowd. Nice stunt and new 
here was firing firecrackers from 
roof. Blown off under tin cans and 
sounded like roaring cannons. Pic 
opened well and should hold up. 
Earle with ‘Little Giant’ is way 
off. Nancy Garner, billed as Vice- 
doesn’t 
mean much despite local angle. Pub- 
lic just can’t see Ed. G. Robinson 
as comedian. Met is winding up 
full week of ‘Working Man’ which 
packed ’em in Earle week before 
last. Run is getting average Arliss 
repeat, which is always o. k. 
Rialto is pretty light with revival 
of ‘King of Jazz.’ Put plenty be- 
hind it and used names most of 
which have since become big. But 
boys who pay at the b. o. know it’s 
a reissue and are going elsewhere. 
Last week was as bad as it began 
with exception of Palace, where 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ picked up con- 
siderably toward end of week. 
Keith’s went near a new low with 
‘Woman I Stole’; Met yanked ‘Song 
of the Eagle’ after four days, and 
Rialto suffered with ‘Kiss Before 
the Mirror.’ All proved that public 
is show-shopping nowadays. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60)—‘Secrets’ (UA) and vaude. With 
Pickford running in vaude house 
instead of straight pic spot as usual 
week should be o. k. Smith Bal- 
lew’s orchestra heading stage. Looks 
like $18,000, light. Last week ‘War- 
rior’s Husband’ (Fox) and Will 
Mahoney on stage did only $13,700. 
Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70)—‘Little Giant’ (FN) and vaude. 
Robinson heading a laugh week 
isn’t clicking. Nancy Garner little 
help despite billing in Capital as 
V. P.’s niece. Way off with weak 
$14,500. Last week ‘Lilly Turner’ 
(FN) and Dick Powell on stage did 





fair $17,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50-60)—Silver Cord’ (RKO), and 


Gene Dennis. Everything aiming 
at female trade and is ideal bill to 
get ’em, but opening was less than 
hopes. Beautiful ballyhoo hit up 
against natural antipathy in Wash- 
ington against mind readers. They 
like it once they get inside and 
should build. Probably o. k. with 
$9,000. Last week ‘Woman I Stole’ 
(Col) down near record low with 
$4,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Hell Below’ (MG). Plenty 
of ballyhoo and big’ premiere. 
Should hold up to nice $15,000. Last 
week ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) 
built nicely to get good $16,000. 

Met (WB) (15-25-35-50-60-70)— 
‘Working Man’ (WB). Arliss held 
over after supplanting ‘Song of the 
Eagle’ (Par) which was yanked 
after four days. Arliss followed big 
week at Earle and on basis of one 
week will average usual o. k. $5,000 
for a repeat. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 15-25-35-40-50) 
—King of Jazz’ (U). Revival is 
only fair. May be light $4,500. Last 


week ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ (U) 
about same. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 


$5-40)—*Terror Abroad.’ Maybe fair 
$2,800. Last week ‘Hello Sister’ 
was played up more than usual for 


little house anc Dunn helped to o. k. 
$3.000 





High Picture Quality 
But Low Trade in N. H. 


New Haven, May 22. 


Looks like the drought is begin- 
ning to set in a little early this 
year. A hot week-end kept the fans 
away, with resultant poor openings, 
but the Par in the money on ‘Eagle 
and Hawk. 

Circus in town Tuesday (23) 
won't help film houses any. 

Product in general sticking to 
high level, despite fading of season. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and 
‘Unwritten Law.’ Looks to $7,200, 
swell. Last week “Temple Drake’ 
(Par) and ‘Nagana’ (U), $5,200, oke. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) and ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Col.) Mild opening means 
only fair $5,500. Last week ‘Kiss 
Before Mirror’ (U) and ‘Devil’s 
Brother ’(M-G) took a bad licking 
at $4,200. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Little Giant’ (WB) and ‘For- 
gotten.’ May reach a fair $5,800. 
Last week ‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) 
and ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO) were okay 
at $6,200. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox and ‘War- 
rior’s Husband’ (Fox). A big 40c 
worth, and will probably take a sat- 
isfactory $2,500. Last week ‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG) and ‘Robbers’ 
Roost’ (Fox) were a surprise build 
to $2,100. 


Censors Nix ‘Bondage’ 
For Boston Sunday 
Showing: Back Later 


Boston, May 22. 
Dullish always around this sea- 
son. Weather is partly to blame. 
Censors slashed ‘Bondage,’ co- 
featured at Paramount so much 
that house decided not to try to 
run the fragments on Sunday (21). 
Had trailered ‘Warrior’s Husband’ 
for feature to premiere next Thurs- 
day but decided to use it as filler 
yesterday along with regular ‘Elmer’ 
and put out llth hour ballyhoo as 
special preview day. 
Save in two spots only, flesh tops 
the films currently. Stage band 
cycle may be swinging back; three 
houses featuring orchestras’ in 
vaude bills, and fourth swung in 
band as special added, yesterday. 
Lack of good comedy acts only 
general failing. 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ pleases Met pa- 
trons, and State satisfying with 
‘Reunion in Vienna.’ Otherwise 
cinema list loses lustre. 

Estimates for This week 
Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55)— 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) and vaude. 
Pretty weak sister; strong brother 
in the vaude show. Biz brutal for 
this house, might snatch $10,000. 
Last week ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO) and 
vaude, keenly suffering at $14,300. 
Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55) 
—‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col) and 
vaude. Latter snappy. Off to $6.- 
000. Last week ‘Phantom Broad- 
cast’ (Mono) and vaude, likewise 
full of aches at $5,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000. 30-40- 
50)—‘Barbarian’ (MG) and vaude. 
Stage good, screen poor, biz ter- 
rible. Something like $9,500 pos- 
sibly. Last week ‘Looking Forward’ 
(MG) and vaude, good all round 
show, and yet only $9,000. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) and one 
act. Film getting nothing but 
praise and yet not drawing as it 
should. Started better than most 
and a likely $14,000. Last week ‘Hell 








Below’ (MH) _ similarly lauded, 
$15,100. 
Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-50-65)— 


‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and stage 
show. Film should magnet $19,000, 
o.k. House had nice start, but biz 
broke a little. Last week “Temple 
Drake’ and stage show. $19,500. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) and 
eight acts vaude. Good show. Vel- 
vet in an expected $9,500. Last week 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) and vaude, mar- 
gin of profit at $9,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Elmer the Great’ (FN) and 
‘Bondage’ (Fox). Better bill than 
some recent ones house has had, 
with cream in a probable $8,000 
gross. ‘Bondage’ out 21st, ‘War- 
rior’s Husband’ (Fox) substituted. 
‘Bondage’ in again today. Last week 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (SVT) and ‘Su- 
pernatural’ (Par). 7.100. 


U’s ‘Works’ Into Work 

‘Shoot the Works,’ U musical to 
be made at the Par Astoria, L. I. 
studio, goes into production in two 
weeks. ° 

Rehearsals were started during 
the past week on arrival in New 
York from the U Coast studios of 
Karl Freund, who will co-direct 
the picture with Monte Brice. 

U. was refused loan of Dick Pow- 
ell by Warners for ‘Works,’ and 
Powell was ordered to cut short his 
vaudeville tour to return here ‘ n- 
mediately for ‘Footlight Parade,’ 





Chicago Off; ‘Hell 


Below Strong 


In 2d Week: ‘Peg’ Mild at $25,000: 
Below the Sea, Palace, $16,000 





LOTSA GOOD PIX IN 
PTSBG., BUT BIZ OFF 


Pittsburgh, May 22. 

Looks like Pittsburgh has already 
struck a summer level, with most 
of the first-runs limping along de- 
spite a lineup of definitely superior 
attractions. End of 15. straight 
days’ rain brought some hope here, 
but siege of hot weather immedi- 
ately took hold, nullifying all 
chances of recovery. 
When product like 
Vienna,’ ‘Picture Snatcher’ and 
‘Silver Cord’ can’t turn the trick, 
then the current outlook is pretty 
dreary indeed. Last week no better, 
so prospects for the hot months are 
not too hot. 

Davis and Fulton pulling up the 
rear, with woefully low figures 
looked for at both places. Davis 
has ‘Ex-Lady’ and ‘Unwritten Law’ 
and will be lucky to scrape through 
with $2,100, while ‘Lady’s Profes- 
sion’ at Fulton appears to be a rank 
outsider at $2,700. 


Estimates for This Week 





‘Reunion in 


Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40) 
‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) and ‘Unwritten 
Law’ (Maj). On basis of terrible 
start, will be lucky to crack 


through with even $2,100. That’s 
plenty on the wrong end. Last week 


‘Song of the Eagle’ (Par) and 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) not much 
better at $2,350. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 


25-40) ‘A Lady’s Profession’ (Par). 
Title no fooler and weak sister 
must struggle to reach $2,700, 
pretty awful. Last week ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox) one of season’s 
biggest disappointments at $3,400. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). 
Class picture with not too much 
mass appeal in evidence. May get 
a good carriage play, but that’s 
hardly enough to carry in above 
$8,000, poor. Last week ‘Hell Be- 
low’ (MG) better at $10,500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Silver Cord’ (RKO). While cast 
names don’t mean a lot at b. o., 
subject matter may get itself 
talked about and bring in some 
femme trade. But prospects are 
poor; only $7,000 in sight, way off. 
Last week ‘Lilly Turner’ (WB), took 
$10,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB). One of 
Cagney’s best and will help house 
pull somewhat out of the doldrums 
of the last couple of weeks. Should 
hit around $5,000. Last week ‘So 
This Is Africa’ (Col) anything but 
a wow at $3,500. 


L’ville Mulling Vaude; 
Tuff Radio Competish 


Louisville, May 22. 

Lionel H. Keene, Loew’s district 
manager, here four days, interested 
in possibility of presenting stage 
shows in city. 
Amos ’n’ Andy made Rialto a 
popular resort over the week-end 
for thousands of radio listeners. 
Theatre plans change of bill on 
Tuesday with ‘Zoo in Budapest’ 
booked in. 
Asher Sizemore and Little Jimmy, 
mail record-holders of WHAS, 
booked for full week by new Alamo 
management. Bad break came on 
Saturday and Sunday with Amos 
’n’ Andy competish, but latter part 
of week may be popular. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,400; 25-40)—‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ (MG). With Barrymore 
draw and risque reports on picture 
should have done big but trade sur- 
prisingly low; only $4,200. Last 
week ‘Hell Below’ (MG), with ex- 
cellent reviews, did good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave) (3,000; 25- 
30-40-60)—‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox) 
on screen and Amos ’n’ Andy in per- 
son Saturday and Sunday only, and 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) for re- 
mainder of week. Way off; waiting 
for new vaude policy on Friday; 
$8,500 only despite A & A. Last 
week ‘Keyhole’ (WB) and Georgia 
Minstrels weak as little far South 
for all-Negro show on stage, $4,000. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
40)—‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor fans 
only count, Garat unknown; just a 
fair $3,700. 4zast week ‘Temple 
Drake’ (Par) did bad, $3,300. 

Brown (1,500; 15-25-40)—‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO). Good publicity on 
Theatre Guild prize angle helped 
some but $1,300 is weak in toto. 
Last week ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO), 
$1,800. 
Alamo (950; 15-20-25)—‘Girl Miss- 
ing’ (WB) with Asher Sizemore and 
Little Jimmy, WHAS Radio stars. 











now in rehearsal. 


May do $1,200, same as last week 
for ‘Pelow the Sea’ (Col). 


— 


Chicago, May 22. 
Slump hit the town last week and 
there were few indications that any 
recovery would be noticeable this 
week. No particular explanation is 


handy. Weather was mild and 
sunshine hurt the matinees, while 
helping the baseball games. It 


was significant that ‘State Street 
Day,’ a mercantile holiday of an- 
nual observance, and occurring 
during the past week, was not its 
customary cleanup. 

‘Hell Below’ at the United Artists 
was the demand picture of the 
loop. Public vouchsafed scanty in- 
terest in the rest of the lineup. 


Oriental has dropped films and 
reverted to musical comedy and 
will be listed in ‘Variety’s’ box of- 


fice report on legit in that section 
of the paper. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) and stage 
show. This one elected to stick 
eight days so house can get back 
to Friday openings from which 
yanking of film in six days a month 
ago pushed it. ‘Peg’ paced slowly, 
so $25,000 seems likely. Last week 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par) got $24,100. 

Majestic (Gregory) (1,996; 10-20- 
30) ‘High Gear’ (Mono) and vaude, 
Better picture this week should up 
gross to $6,000 and profit side. Last 
week house saw red near $4,000, 
when ‘Black Beauty’ proved a 
neglected classic, Horlick’s Malted 
Milk tie-up off, but house has Lis- 
terine lined up to repeat its empty 
carton stunt for another two weeks 


starting June 3. 
McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-55) 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox). This one 


got nice notices and may grab a 
few extra shekels above house aver- 
age. Figure $6,000. Last week 
‘Song of the Flame’ (Par) did a 
brody at $3,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83) 
‘Below the Sea’ (Col) and vaude. 
Looks like $16,000 on basis of poor 
start. About the same last week 
with ‘Out All Night’ (U). Last two 
films deemed aenemic attractions. 
Grosses well below recent aver- 
ages. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55) ‘Hell Below’ (MG) (2d week). 
Doing the business of the town and 
second week should hold strong 
around $9,500 against opening 
week’s $14,000. Now 55c top. 


SELLING ‘TEMPLE’ HOT 
INTRIGUES S. F., 1726 


San 








Francisco, May 22. 

Street runs along at a poor pace 
with nothing out of the ordinary, 
Barnes circus, on four days getting 
very big $21,000, hurting all houses, 

‘Hell Below’ is slow at the Par- 
amount, with opening day shoved 
up to Wednesday after ‘Zoo in Bu- 
dapest’ flopped last week and was 
jerked after five days. 

Warfield selling ‘Temple Drake’ 
as an adaptation of ‘Sanctuary’ and 
heating up the ads, publicity and 
art. 

‘Be Mine Tonight’ continues as 
healthily as ever at United Artists 
in its sixth week, take running 
about as high as preceding weeks. 
Film looks sure to set an endurance 
record, though money won't be as 
high as that on ‘City Lights.’ 

‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ is weak 
at Golden Gate, while Fox with pair 
of films, ‘Phantom Broadcast’ and 
‘Secrets of Wu Sin,’ goes to new low 
of $8,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25)—‘Phan- 
tom Broadcast’ (Mono) and ‘Se- 
crets of Wu Sin’ (1st Div). Sets 
new low of $8,500. Last week ‘State 
Trooper’ (Col) and ‘Hearts of Hu- 
manity’ hit $9,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—-‘Kiss Before Mirrcr’ (U) and 
vaude. Bunny Burson’s local band 
on stage, but $10,000 very poor. Last 


week ‘Below the Sea’ (Col) drew 
$13,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 


65)—‘Hell Below’ (MG). New open- 
ing day, Wednesday, started it off 
slowly and $11,000 will be pretty 
light. ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Par) verra, 
verra bad, getting but $8,000 in five 
days last week. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 35-40)— 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN) and ‘Luxury 
Liner’ (Par). Doing badly at $6,000. 
Last week, return of ‘42nd St.’ (FN) 
and ‘Untamed Africa’ (WB) hit 
$7,600. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) (6th week). 
Still $8,000, which is about $1,000 
below last week. 


Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65) 
—‘Temple Drake’ (Par) and stage 
show with Sue Carol, Nick Stuart, 


Jimmy Savo. Might hit $17,500. Last 
week saw $17,700 on ‘Barbarian 
(MG). 
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‘Cavalcade’ London Smash in 13th 
Wk.; “42d St. Big 166, Kong’ 226 
In 3d Week: Summer Letdown Due 


London, May 13. 

Most of the American ‘supers,’ 
currently .being shown in the West 
End, with one exception, have 
practically exhausted their drawing 
power. As a whole pictures have 
been doing well, but with the sum- 
mer approaching, slump is due. 

American concerns will be keep- 
ing back their big products till the 
fall, but Gaumont-British Films 
has lined up several of its own pic- 
tures to be pre-released in the 
West End. There are about 24 of 
these on the schedule. 

Estimated grosses of pictures 
current in the West End (grosses 
estimated at the rate of $4 to £1): 

Academy ‘Dreaming Lips’ (‘Trau- 
mend Mune’) (German indie) here 
in seventh week, dwindling to 
about $1,000, after having grossed 
around $5,000 first few weeks. Drop 
partly due to anti-Nazi sentiment. 
‘Virtuous Isidore’ (French) replac- 
ing May 15. 


Adelphi, ‘Kid From Spain’ started 
off to smashing business, grossing 
as high as $16,000 first few weeks 
and gradually dwindling. Now in 
ninth week and around $7,200. Was 
scheduled to close May 15, but 
holding over for 10 more days. Re- 
placing with ‘Don Quixote.’ 

Alhambra, ‘Big Cage’ and ‘Pri- 
vate Jones.’ Since house has man- 
aged to get a few pre-releases, 
grosses have been much healthier. 
First week around $10,000, second 
$6,000, with last week about $4,000. 
‘Miracle Man’ and ‘No Other Wo- 
man’ replaced, 

Capitol, ‘Her Reputation’ not so 


hot, with total intake not more 
than $6,000 for one week and not 
holding over, ‘Humanity’ and 
‘Sailor’s Luck’ current, and not 


likely for more than week’s stand. 

Cariton—‘Farewell to Arms’ mod- 
erate success, with first week $12,- 
000; second week diving to $10,500; 
third week, $9,500. In for final 
week, with ‘Bedtime Story’ replac- 
ing, and likely good for month. 

Coliseum—'‘King Kong’ opened to 
biggest smash in years, with first 
week near $27,000; second week 
slight dive to $24,000, with third 
week $22,000. Still good for several 
more weeks, and figured to stay 
around three months, which is like- 
ly, as Sir Oswald Stoll intends hold- 
ing picture till grosses tumble to 
under $12,000. 

Cinema WHouse—‘Emile and the 
Detective’ (Ufa) started big, at this 
small house, with first weeks aver- 
aging around $4,400. Now in ninth 
week and still around $2,400. Would 
have been even better, but for Nazi 
agitation. ‘Captain of Copernicke’ 
(German) replacing 22nd. 

Empire—‘Today We Live’ just 
finished week to average grosses, 
around $16,000. House practically 
on weekly change policy, due to 
lack of big attractions. ‘The Girl 
I Made’ and ‘Child of Manhattan’ 
current. 

Marble Arch Pavilion—‘T’. P. One’ 
‘Ufa-Gaumont-British) just termi- 
nated six weeks to $6,000 average. 
Picture costly to G.B., as about $18,- 
spent in exploita- 
tion. Picture not likely to get out 
of red even after general release. 
‘Karma,’ all Indian picture replaced, 
but much too slow to creat big in- 
terest. 

New Gallery—‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
very disappointing, with one week’s 
stay to around $6,400. ‘Mind Read- 
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Most B.O.’s in Columbus 
Doing OK; Vaude Clicks 


Columbus, May 22. 

Show biz continues to hold up 
well despite summer weather, low 
prices at golf courses and a first 
place American Association ball 
team, all of which are also doing 
nice biz. Looks as though the old 
depresh is about at the end of its 


rope here. 

Hartman’s vaude policy has taken 
hold nicely with the result that the 
house should be well in the money 
from now on. Bump in admit scale 
more harm than good as the man- 
agement discovered the boy-friend 
would rather take his gal when the 
price was up instead of appearing 
cheap. 

Palace away off over week-end, 
but may gain. Ohio with Sana- 
bria’s Television on the stage along 
with Novarro’s latest film is getting 
the big play and should get plenty 
this session. Broad also on the up- 
grade after several weak weeks. 

“stimates for This Week 

Pal-ce (RKO) (3,074; 25-40), ‘Sil- 
ver Cord’ (RKO). Not so hot, only 
$4,200. Last week ‘Bedtime Story’ 
(Par) $5,200, disappointing. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40), 
‘The Barbarian’ (MG) and Sana- 
bria’s Television on stage knocking 
‘em for loop. $11,000 is okay. Last 
week ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) 
good enough to garner nice $9,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40), 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox). Heavy 
start and growing steadily; looks 
like $8,000. Last week ‘Strictly 
Personal’ (Par) light at $5,100. 

Hartman (Neth) (1,400; 25-40), 
‘Girl Missing’ (WB) and six acts 
vaude (bumped from former five). 
Fair . $5,500. Last week ‘Blondie 
Johnson’ (FN) and vaude fair 
enough, $5,200. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40), ‘Ex- 
Lady’ (FN), nice $5,000 in sight. 
Last week Arliss appealed _ in 
‘Working Man’ to surprising $6,200. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 12-35), 
‘Pride of the Legion’ (RKO) looks 
like only $1,400, because star, Jory, 
is ex-local stock fave. Last week 
‘The Big Cage’ rushed in to play 
same time Beatty here at circus 
in person strong enough to get okay 
$2,000. 





/HEAT’S WILTING NEW’K 
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Newark, May 22. 

If it isn’t one thing it’s another. 
With the competition of the political 
campaign removed, hot weather has 
struck the town and only a real 
hit—and where is it?—can do any- 
thing until July or so. 

Proctor’s has cut prices a little 
and the Newark has partly followed 
so that there is very little differ- 
ence in the three vaude houses now. 

Stock at the Broad has reversed 
this policy by raising the top from 
85c to 99c. Idea seems to be that 
drawing from better class suburbs, 
the stock will seem better at a 
higher price. 

Loew’s State with ‘White Sister’ 
will lead this week with anything 
from $11,900 according to weather. 


Estimates for This \\’eek 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65), 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB). Cagney 


usually better than this; lucky to 
pull $8,000. Last week ‘Ex-Lady’ 
(WB) fell down with $7,000. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50), 
‘Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Lucky Devils’ 
(RKO). Not likely to beat $4,000, 
or reach it. Last week ‘Pick Up’ 
(Par) and ‘Big Cage’ (U) okay, 
though not a smash, with $4,800. 
Little (Cinema) (299; 15-25-40- 
50), ‘Hertha’s Erwachen’ (Protex). 
Hilter will have to make Yom Kip- 
pur a legal holiday to make German 
films succeed here. With the Jew- 


J 


| bargain prices extended to six. 


| ish reaction, house on the spot; only 
$600. Last week ‘Ich Will Nicht 
Wissen Wer Du Bist’ (Inter- World), | 
same. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75), | 
‘White Sister’ (MG) and vaude. } 
From opening could go well over 
$11,000 as climate allows. Last | 
week N.T.G. on stage pulled ‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG) to nearly $12,- 


er’ and ‘She Had to Say Yes’ re- 
placed. 

Plaza—‘From Hell to Heaven’ and 
Counsel’s Opinion’ opened slowly, 
but built. Out after first week to 
around $14,000, which is fair. ‘Our 
3etters’ current. 

Regal—‘42nd Street’ opened to 
smash, with best gross since ‘All 
Quiet.’ First week $16,000; second 
week $13,000;:. Now in third week, 
with Bebe Daniels’ personal appear- 
ance as added attraction. 

Tivoli—‘Cavalcade’ biggest smash | 
here since ‘Ben-Hur,’ and on thrice 
daily grind opened to over $20,000, 
which was maintained for several 
weeks, but suffered drop during 
Lent period Has now picked up, 
and still doing around $14,000, de- 
spite in its 13th week. Will defi- 
nitely hold for 16 weeks, with Gau- 


mont-BPritish own production ‘Waltz 


Time’ (‘Die Fledermaus’) replacing. 


a 


00 ) 


Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 


FALSE ECONOMY, 
FXHIBS BLAMED 


Industry Savants Irked With 
Film Biz’s Failure to 
Keep Pace With the Gen- 
eral Trend in the Nation- 
al Recovery — Ineffectual 
Theatre Operation Scored 








OFF $3,000,000 WEEKLY 


Film leaders are commencing to 
blame the ineffectual theatre oper- 
ation, rather than the depression, for 
the business’ failure, so far, to keep 
stride with other industries in recov- 
ery. The weekly picture business in 
the U. S. now is reported to be ap- 
proximately $3,000,000 under what it 
was just a year ago. It is fluctuating 
between $20,000,000 and $21,000,000 
whereas by comparison it should be 


in the neighborhood of a weekly 
$24,000,000. Latter figure is depres- 
sionistic, also, because in good times 
the weekly year-around average has 
hit $27,000,000. 

Conceding that the amusement 
world is among the last to feel a de- 
pression film leaders do not agree 
that it should also be the last to re- 
cover. They point out that the na- 
tion’s economic status is markedly 
improved since the bank holiday but 
that the industry hasn’t kept pace. 
An exception was the three or four 
weeks immediately after the mora- 
torium, during which there were 
many theatre reopenings and a zoom 
from an all-time low in the national 
gross, which would have closed down 
the entire business had it continued 
even another two weeks. 

The business right now should be 
doing at least $1,000,000 more a week, 
than it is doing, according to spokes- 
men. To maintain that $21,000,000 
during the peak of summer is now 
causing grave concern in the indus- 
try’s executive circles. It can’t get 
much below otherwise it will seri- 
ously interfere with production, 
since the studios are still more or 
less strictly dependent on box of- 
fices for budgets. 

Must Sell ’Em Big 

First step in the campaign to get 
the b. o. on the necessary level, ac- 
cording to formulators, is to unsell, 
just as hard as the exhibitor has 
been sold, the policy of pinching 
pennies. Not only are majors chiding 
the exhibitors but they are turning 
the rehabilitation-in-spending policy 
upon themselves. As an example 
they point to ‘42nd Street’ as the 
only feature in about six months 
which has been exploited along big 
national lines. 

Armed with newspapers from all 
over the U. S., the industry spokes- 
man is also convinced that exhibi- 
tors are over-doing the advertising 
economy thing. Pictures can’t be 
sold in the space occupied by the 
average classified ad. They must be 
spread with plenty of ink. 

More attention to other items, 
such as marquee and ballyhoo, is 
also being urged. There are hundreds 
of theatres in the country today, it 
is revealed, which have even let 
economics include lesser marquee 
wattage. How can such exhibitors, 
it is argued, expect b.o. improvement 
unless they keep that theatre front- 
dressed that way. 








‘Temple Drake’ (Par) and 
vaude. Colored unit on stage may 
help gross to $8,000. Last week 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Par) did not beat 
$11,000. 


75), 





Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75), 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) and vaude 
Can hardly crash a feeble $7,000 


Last week ‘Out All Night’ (U), n.s.h. 


+ > = 
1 $8 500, 


Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15 
50), ‘Hello Sister’ (Fox) and ‘Olive 
(Mono). Not only 


Twist’ 
bills again but Princess §& 


the lobby telling fortunes. 


1 in 
Not 
likely to be much over $3,009. Last 
‘Z00 in Budapest’ (lox) mild 
at $3,500. 
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Balmy Weather Becalms B’way: 
‘Waterfront’ $35,500; Cagney 
2G; “Adorable 756, All Oke 





Continued summery weather is 
making box offices strain to get 
what little business can be lured 
away from the sunshine. Can’t ex- 
pect people to atiend theatres un- 
less the attraction is of supreme 
pull, after the way a lot of rain 
this spring has kept ’em indoors. 
Swell weather is particularly hurt- 
ing the matinees. Some of the 
neighborhooders during the past 
week turned on the cooling sys- 
tems and it started to look like the 
middle of summer, 


Street’s leaders are Strand, Rivoli 
and Rialto, each with particular 
draws. ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ at 
the Riv is heading for a $35,000 
week, ending tonight (Tuesday), 
while the Rialto, on holdover of 
‘Forgotten Men,’ a freak attraction, 
ought to get around $15,000. Arthur 
Mayer is holding it a third week on 
the strength of the business it’s do- 
ing. 

War picture slackened a trifle on 
its first week, ending up with $22,- 
500 instead of the $25,000 on pace 
set first few days, but still mighty 
grossing for the Rialto. Mayer has 
been advertising in all the foreign 
papers and is getting everything 
but the carriage trade. On an ad 
in a Chinese paper, house played to 
1,000 Orientals Sunday (21). 

Riv’s ‘Waterfront,’ aided by re- 
views and a smart ad campaign, 
displayed draft from the very be- 
ginning and is clocked for five 
weeks here. Then a Warner pic- 
ture, ‘Lily Turner,’ first WB house 
ever will have exhibited, comes in. 

Aside from the two former sister 
Publix runs and the Strand, the 
Music Hall holds up the best. It 
will be just under $75,000, from in- 
dications, on ‘Adorable,’ running 
neck and neck with last week's 
‘Warrior's Husband.’ 

Strand’s draw in Jimmy Cagney 
for ‘Picture Snatcher’ should get 
that house around $24,000 on its 
first week, justifying a holdover. 

The RKO Roxy is doing another 


dive. After hitting a new low last 
week of $18,200 on ‘Kiss Before Mir- 
ror’ (Fox), house dips to another 


bottom currently. ‘Hold Me Tight’ 
looks to be lucky to snatch $15,000. 
It’s the swan song of stage shows, 


with theatre going straight film 
Saturday (27) at a 40c. top. House 


will be called the Radio. 

Next in line to Music Hall but 
still a long ways behind what it 
should be doing is the Capitol which 
hopes for $40,000. It’s okay busi- 
ness for the house in view of over- 
head. Marion Davies’ latest, ‘Peg o’ 
My Heart,’ is the picture, and Joan 
Blondell and Dick Powell the lead- 
ing stage attractions. 

Paramount slows up this week on 
‘Girl in 419’ at $22,000, and the old 
Roxy backs up to about $12,500 for 
a dip into red on ‘Cheating Blondes,’ 
an independent. 

The Palace and State, combina- 
tion houses opposing each other, 
are exhibiting ‘Temple Drake’ and 
42a Street,’ respectively, with lat- 
ter having a strong edge. The War- 
ner musical looks to get the State 
close to $15,000, very nice. Pal 
won't do over $6,500, from indica- 
tions. 

Week’s poorest performer is ‘Sol- 
diers of the Storm’ at the Mayfair. 
It will finish the week today (Tues- 
day) in the vicinity of $4,100, brutal. 

Metro's brace of two-a-day at- 
tractions, ‘Hell Below’ at the Astor 
and ‘Reunion’ at the Gaiety are 
winding up runs this week in the 
face of opposition difficulties, in- 
cluding weather. 3oth attractions 
are averaging under $9,000 a week, 
not so forte. ‘Reunion’ closes Thurs- 
day (25) when Loew's four weeks’ 
lease is um while Astor goes dark 
Sunday (28) with alterations to 
house prior to reopening. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 





‘Hell Below’ (MG) (5th week). This 
is no time for $2 attractions to ex- 
pect too much, so house gives up| 
Sunday (28), going dark for the first | 


time since 1924. Last week’s gross | 
was $8,800. Several new $2 attrac- | 
| tions will be ready shortly The 
Loew lease on the Astor still has 
some time to go. 
Capitol (5,400: 35-75-99-$1.65) 
Peg o' My Heart’ (MG) and stage | 
show Marion Davies, aided by | 
Glondell and Dick Powell on} 
piatiorm, will Mean around $40,000 
tly, not so bad considering 
ng Last week ‘The BPar- 
I 1G) took it on th hir 
| going r $2 yO0 
Criterion (375; 25-75)—Be Min 


Tonight’ (U). Foreign musical 
which played the Par first run sev- 
eral weeks back, opens here under 
indie auspices tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). It returns to the New York 
scene after doing nicely in other 
keys. On its Broadway first run it 
fared but mildly. 

Gaiety (811; 55-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG) (4th week). 
Last of scheduled four-week stay. 
Prestige release goes out Thursday 
(25) after doing four weeks, house 
going dark. Fox is slated to bring 
in ‘Pilgrimage’ in July. Last week 
(third) ‘Reunion’ was reported get- 
ting $9,100, with dip since then. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Sol- 
diers of the Storm’ (Col). Air police 
action picture failing to get any- 
where at around $4,100 on week 
ending tonight (Tuesday). ‘When 
Strangers Marry’ (Col) goes in to- 
night at 8 p. m. ‘Red Circle’ (Fox) 
is booked to follow that. Ten-day 
engagement of ‘Big Cage,’ preceding 
incumbent, got only $8,200. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75), 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par) and vaude. 
As at Par on first run, failing to 
attract notice here, and $6,500 looks 
tops, poor. Last week ‘Silver Cord’ 
(RKO) much better, $10,400. 


Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75), ‘Girl 
in 419’ (Par) and stage show. Schul- 
berg production eliciting only small 
interest, $22,000 most to be expected. 
Last week ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ 
(Par), which seems to be doing 
well everywhere, brought in $31,300, 
which under greatly reduced over- 
head of house leaves some profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75), ‘Adorable’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Pace points to just under 
$75,000 with chance the new Gaynor 
feature will build to that or beyond. 
‘Warrior's Husband’ (Fox), second 
Jesse L. Lasky effort, got $72,600 
preceding week. 

Rialto (2,000; 


35-50-65), ‘Forgot- 


ten Men’ (Jewel) (2d week). Best 
grosser this house has had since 
Arthur Mayer took it over. If hold- 


ing up will grab a nice $15,000 sec- 
ond week, and retained for a third 
A huge $22,500 trickled into the b.o, 
the first seven days. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85), ‘T 
Cover the Waterfront’ (UA). This 
one’s making things hum around 


here; $35,500 should be the first 
week’s result, ending tonight (Tues- 
day). Fourth week of the Chevalier 
‘Bedtime Story’ pic which ‘Water- 
front’ succeeded was $10,000, n.s.h. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 35-55-75), ‘Hold 
Me Tight’ (Fox) and stage show. 
A new low of $15,000 or under in 
sight, after a new bottom of $18,200 
was struck last week on ‘Kiss Be- 
fore Mirror’ (Fox). 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55), ‘Cheating 
Blondes’ and stage show. Sunshine 
cutting in here too, in view of only 
$12,500; means red this week. 
‘Jungle Bride’ (Mono) prior week 
was better, $16,200. 

State (3,563; 25-35-55-75), ‘42nd 
Street’ (WB) and vaude. The War- 
ner musical hit should lift this 
Loew combination operation te 
$15,000 or more. Last week house 
displayed ‘White Sister’ (MG) after 
a $2 run and Cap engagement, get- 
ting under $12,000. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (WB). Cagney draw 
spells $24,000 on first week; holds 
a second. Previous incumbent, ‘Ex- 
Lady’ (WB) didn’t mean much, $13,- 
300. 


Hair Singed, Asks 7G 


Los Angeles, May 22 
Alleging that her hair was burned 
and fell out as a resut of a bleach 
given at the Weaver-Jackson beauty 
shop in Beverly Hills, Irene Martin 


Gallagher, former wife of ‘Skeets’ 
|Gallagher, filed suit in Superior 
court for $7,200 damages 

Of this amount, $5,000 was for 
the injury to her hair and the re- 
mainder for 11 ks she claims to 
lhave been prevented from working 


in pictures until it grew oul again 


CLAWSON WRITES ‘UNDINE’ 


Holly yood May 22 
Elliott Clawson has completed a 
a 1 on the German fairy 
» ‘Undine’ for Bennie Zeidman 
I ta is to be produced by 


| Zeidman for Universal 
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They Certainly Dont Want Those 
Heavy Pix: ‘Be Mine’ Wow in Mpls. 
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Minneapolis, May 22. 

With warm weather grosses 
dropped despite rising grain and 
etock prices and a general feeling 
that sustained recovery for this sec- 
tion has started. It also is despite 
some first-rate attraction. 

One ray of sunshine is ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ at the World, now in its 
sixth successive week and _ still 
drawing big crowds. World only 
seats 300 but it has a 50c. night 
admish. 

The Lyceum, with its 25-piece or- 
echestra and singers, is still sticking 
it out, being in its fifth week now 
and affording independent first-run 
competition for Publix and RKO in 
the loop. But this house has been 
peddling plenty of free tickets and 
is in extreme disfavor with its op- 
position which has been trying to 
sell entertainment in regulation the- 
atre fashion and which feels that 
the gratis shows help to kill their 
biz. The Lyceum can afford to do 
this because ts owner is a million- 
aire former Cream o’ Wheat mag- 
nate. 

‘Adorable,’ at the State, is the 
loop’s only standout attraction. 
Pleasing and wholesome picture, it’s 
apparently too lightweight to cause 
much of a box office ripple. Gay- 
nor is no longer a b. o. magnet of 
the first magnitude here and her 
co-star in this picture, Henry Garat, 
of course means nothing as yet to 
the gate. 

The RKO Orpheum not only 
hasn't a stage show this week but 
it is minus screen fare of ace pro- 
portions. ‘Out All Night’ (Sum- 
merville-Pitts) is not exactly strong 
box office material for a No, 1 
house. 

The Century, which caters largely 
to feminine trade, is offering a dif- 
ferent type of picture from its 
usual run in ‘Looking forward,’ one 
of the species of heavy drama so 
much in evidence of late and not 
in particularly high favor with the 
public. The fems are passing it by. 
‘Song of the Eagle’ js a fair attrac- 
tion for the Lyric. 

A surprise booking is that of ‘Per- 
fect Understanding’ in the Publix 
No. 3 house, the Grand, for its loop 
first-run. This is the first time any- 
thing like this ever has happened 
to Gloria Swanson and constitutes 
a considerable comedown for her 
in this Scandinavian community 
where she once rated at the top of 
the stellar drawing cards. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox). Apparently isn’t suffi- 
ciently outstanding. Garat co-fea- 
tured with Gaynor means nothing 
here yet; Miss Gaynor also slipping 
as magnet. Maybe $6,000, light. Last 
— ‘Today We Live’ (MG), $5,300, 

ad. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 40)—‘Out 
All Night’ (U). Summerville-Pitts 
have played Publix No. 2 houses 
before and this attraction seems 
scarcely strong enough to bring 
’em in here without stage assist- 
ance. Comedy is O. K. and wins 
audience favor; $4,000 possible, fair. 
Last week ‘Penguin Pool Murder’ 
(RKO) and Bill Robinson unit on 
stage (55c top), with latter entire- 
ly responsible for trade, $9,500, poor. 


Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Looking Forward’ (M-G). Too 


many of these heavy dramas lately 
and fans aren’t falling for them. 
Not the sort of picture, either, for 
this house which caters largely to 
feminine shopping trade. Lionel] 
Barrymore the only name and lacks 
the power to pull heavily. Doesn't 
look like more than $2,200, light. 
Last week ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB), $2,000, 
light. 

Lyceum (Clifford) (2,500; 40)— 
*Should a Woman Tell’ (Maj) and 
Lou Breese and 25-piece orchestra 
and Gertrude Lutzi and Stewart 
Johnson, singers. Picture doesn’t 
mean a thing, but Breese and band 
have followers and deserve credit 
for whatever business finds its way 
nere. “Lucky to top $3,000, bad. 
Last week ‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB), $3,500, bad. 
(Publix) 


(1,200; 40)— 


Uptown 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Par). Maybe $2,- 
600, fair. Last week ‘Secrets’ (UA) 


2,200, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Song 
of the Eagle’ (Par). Good action 
picture for this house and is off to 
a fair start, should hit $2,500, fair. 
Last week ‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB), 
$2,800, fair. 


Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Per- 
fect Understanding’ (UA). First 
loop run for this Swanson, a ter- 
rific drop for the star to land in 
this house. About $2,000 indicated, 
fair. Last week ‘Rasputin’ (M-G), 
second run, and ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
(Fox), first run split $1,500, light. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘20,000 
Years in Sing Sing’ (WR) and ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ (Par), second 
loop runs and ‘Under the Tonto 
Rim’ (Par), first run, split. Per- 
haps $1,000, fair. Last week ‘Hu- 
manity’ (Fox), first run, and ‘To- 
paze (RKO) and ‘Wax Museum’ 
(WR). second runs, split. $700. light. 


CENSORSHIP PUBLICITY 
BOOMS BALTO ‘REUNION’ 


Baltimore, May 22. 
After two weeks of flattering 


business, the picture trade locally 
again starts beating around for 
excuses and reasons for the slump. 
And there’s no reason around other 
than the bleakness of the picture 
strength. It can’t be the depres- 
sion; because that was officially 
declared obit last week when some 
five factories ordered coal for the 
blast furnaces and sent out a hurry 
eall for all the men who had been 
on furlough for the past year or so. 
One look around the town’s houses 
discloses that those spots with pop- 
ularly regarded flickers are doing 
business, while the others are suf- 
fering from bad attacks of spring 
fever. In the line-up there are only 
two bright spots, the New and the 
Stanley, with ‘Adorable’ at the for- 
mer, while the large latter is finally 
displaying ‘Reunion in Vienna’ to 
the populace which hag been await- 
ing this picture since it was pub- 
licized some weeks ago when it 
brought about a major censorship 
wrangle. 

This John Barrymore picture was 
shoved into the limelights on the 
arrival of the new censor head; 
picture was cut in several places 
and to such an extent that the Loew 
organization received letters from 
several citizens urging them _ to 
hold up the picture rather than 
show it in its vitiated state. How- 
ever, there have been some redeci- 
sions on the part of the censor 
board, and the picture now rides 
with only three eliminations. On 
the censorship angle alone it is do- 
ing trade for people who ordinarily 
don’t snub pictures of this sort, par- 
ticularly in a town where picture 
censorship publicity is rare. 
Elsewhere the blues verge from 
light azure to dark indigo. Neither 
of the two stage house are partic- 
ularly happy currently, with ‘Song 
of the Eagle’ at the Century and 
‘Woman I Stole’ at the Hippodrome. 
No punch, 

t Estimates for This week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65)—‘Song of the Eagle’ 
(Par) and stage show. Isham Jones 
band and Ray Bolger on the stage 
and getting the big billing. Combo 
won't be enough to pull the weak- 
ness of the feature strength to more 
than $12,000, off. Last week ‘Pic- 
ture Snatchers’ (WB) held house 
to $14,800, okay. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-65)—"Woman I Stole’ 
(Col) and vaude. No strength either 
stage or screen, with the draw of 
Vaughn deLeath somewhat limited 
on the rostrum. Same goes for pic- 
ture, which was taken from the 
New, which has the Columbia first- 
run franchise locally. Hippodrome 
has only RKO product, and occa- 
sionally finds itself short of screen 
material. Doesn’t look to better 
$11,000, weakish. Last = session 
proved something of a disappoint- 
ment in ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO), which 
drew rave notices but somehow fell 
off after an encouraging start, fin- 
ishing at $12,600, down. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 30- 
40-50)—‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Also 
plenty of ad plugging for two shorts, 
the Bobby Jones new ‘How to Play 
Golf’ series and a Ruth Etting piece, 
the latter in the line with the 
house’s consistent practice of using 
name shorts for additional box-of- 
fice bait. From indications should 
take $5,000, very good. Previous 
week meant nice $4,300 for ‘Out All 
Night’ (U). 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40- 
50)—‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor’s 
new one isn’t missing a trick at the 
register and is boosting this spot 
to one of its few smack-out weeks 
of the year with $5,500 in the of- 
fing. Likely to holdover at this 
pace. Last stanza off, $2,600 for 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
40-55-65) — ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
(M-G). Getting a double play this 
week which is helping plenty. 
There’s the John Barrymore fans 
and the Theatre Guild crowd in the 
first place, and finally the dirt- 
seekers, who have read plenty about 
this one because of the censorship 
fuss. On this account the picture 
has an excellent chance for $16,- 
000, a nifty mark. Last session was 
on a slide, starting high and finish- 





ing off, but with the $13,500 mean- 
ing plenty oke for ‘Hell Below’ 
(M-G). 


Thompson Gets Return 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Thompson, off the Para- 
mount writing staff three weeks ago, 
has been called back to work on 
‘Chrysalis.’ 

He will collaborate with 
Mitchell, who has just 
‘Cloudy With Showers.’ 


Keene 


Thomas 
finished 





B’KLYN PER USUAL 


Nuthin’ Excitin’ Ever Happens in 
Borough of the Churches 








Brooklyn, May 22. 

Hot gpell broke up business in 
downtown sector. Majority traipsed 
to Coney Island for some breezes. 

Nothing startling anywheres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—"The Key- 
hole’ (WB) and stage show featur- 
ing Lanny Ross and Wesley Eddy. 
Looks like a fair $12,500. Last week 
‘Past of Mary Holmes’ (RKO) pro- 
duced $14,000, good. 

Loew’s Met (2,400; 35-55-75)— 
‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) and vaude. 
Will Mahoney is heading the bill. 
Nothing startling at $17,000. Last 
week ‘Barbarian’ (MG) $22,200. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-55)—‘Temple 
Drake’ (Par) and vaude. Horace 
Heidt’s band held over second week. 
Around $15,000, feeble. ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox) did only $10,700, 
bad, last week. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Central 
Airport’ (WB). Mild $11,000. Last 
week ‘Working Man’ (WB) did $12,- 
000, fair. 


DENY’S BIG WOW 
IS ARLISS PIC 


Denver, May 22. 

Like old times at Aladdin for 
‘Working Man’ with ropes up, hold- 
outs for two hours Saturday and 
Sunday nights, heading that ritzy 
house towards its highest gross 
since return to first runs March 1. 
Other first runs doing fair, but be- 
low average. 

With Elitch Amusement Park 
open and mountain trips just the 
thing this time of the year, box 
offices are suffering, although hold- 
outs at Aladdin prove if people 
really want to see film they will 
go regardless of competition. Arliss 
always good bet at this smallest yet 
most beautiful first runner in west- 








ern U. S. 

Tabor with pretentious stage 
show and ‘Girl Missing,’ first run 
here, looks to go below average 


with $4,000. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Working Man’ (WB). Big biz 
with holdouts, etc. $6,000. Last 
week ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) finished with 
a nice $3,250. 

Derfham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15- 

25)—‘Below the Sea’ (Col). Aver- 
age at $3,000. Last week ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ (U) finished with $3,600, 
slightly above average. 
Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-50) 
—‘Secrets’ (UA). A poor $3,500. 
Last week ‘Today We Live’ (MG). 
finished with only $5,200. 


Orpheum (Orpheum) (2,600; 25- 
40)—‘Adorable’ (Fox), and Fred 
Schmitt’s orchestra with stage 
show. Oke at $6,500. Last week 


‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) finished 
good $7,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Made on Broadway’ (MG). Pretty 
fair, $3,300. Last week ‘Hallelujah, 
I’m a Bum’ closed with $2,400. 


INDPLS. ON UPBEAT; 
‘PEG’ GOOD FOR $6,000 


Indianapolis, May 22. 

Biz is picking up gradually, with 
the Lyric getting more than the 
other spots. Eddie Stanley is be- 
ing held over for second week as 
m. c. with seven acts of vaude. Spot 
also is using pit band on stage and 
it sounds better. Ruth Noller is 
at the organ. Carlos Monero is pro- 
ducing shows with Carla Fornly 
girl unit in permanently. 

Indiana did fairly good at its first 
vaude try but is back this week 
with straight pix. 

Apollo is in for good week with 
‘Adorable,’ while the Ohio has 
turned a bit sexy with ‘White 
Cargo.’ 

‘Peg o’ My Heart’ at Loew’s will 
do better than average. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Adorable’ (Fox). Seems worth 
$3,500; good. Last week ‘Kiss Be- 
fore the Mirror’ (U) got $2,800. 

Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Will click 
with adult trade, maybe $3,500, 
good. Last week ‘Grand Slam’ (FN) 
eased off at $2,800. 

Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40)— 
‘Song of the Eagle’ (Par). Looks 
good for $6,500, oke. Last week 
‘Hell to Heaven’ (Par) and vaude 
got $7,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
40)—‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (M-G). Will 
get $6,000, good. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
40)—‘Bondage’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Close to $8,500. Last week ‘Out All 
Night’ (U) and vaude got $8,500, 
not quite as good as previous week 








which was reopening with ‘Follow 
Thru.’ 

Ohio (Lampell) (1,400; 25)— 
‘White Cargo.’ May get $500, but 


doubtful. Last week ‘Maechen In 
Uniform and ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
(Fox) got that much. 





Circus and First Nice Weather Hit 
Philly; ‘Lily,’ 11,6: ‘Adorable,’ 19¢'s 


—— 


—_____ —_ .__. 





TAB ‘SCANDALS’ SENDS 
K. C. HOUSE TO $20,000 


Kansas City, May 22. 

White's ‘Scandals’ with Willie and 
Eugene Howard, together’ with 
‘World Gone Mad’ for 55c. top, and 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ for 25c. any 
time, any seat, is certainly giving 
K. C. real break. ; 

At the Newman ‘Picture Snatcher’ 
is heavily billed, and the Uptown is 
showing ‘Zoo in Budapest,’ while 
the Apollo is running as a special 
‘Be Mine Tonight,’ which gives a 
nice selection for a week’s amuse- 
ment. 

Manager Joffe at the Uptown is 
advertising money back if not 
pleased with his picture, and the 
other managers have all gone for 
much extra advertising and pub- 
licity for their pictures. 

Last week the two which had 
children barred, ‘Temple Drake’ and 
‘Bondage,’ did not fare so well, and 





patrons in the papers. 

‘Scandals,’ current at the Main- 
street at 25-35-50c., three shows a 
day, was originally booked at the 
Shubert at $3 but cancelled the 
date during the bank holiday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20)—‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ 
(WB), and ‘Great Jasper’ (RKO), 
split. Opened nicely and should 
hold to $2,000, fair. Last week ‘42d 
Street’ (WB) and ‘When Strangers 
Marry’ (Col), ditto. 

Mainstreet’ (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
55)—*World Gone Mad’ (Maj), and 
‘Scandals’ on the stage. Opened 
great and should turn in a record 
on admissions. Probably around 
$20,000, tremendous. Last week 
‘Sweepings’ (RKO), $6,500, fair. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)—‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG). Manage- 
ment again calling attention that 
this one is showing in New York 
for $2 and here for 25c., and also 
that it will not be shown in any 
other local theatre, but will return 
only $12,500, fair. Last week ‘Hell 
Below’ (MG), $14,800, oke. 

Newman (Par) (1,860; 25-40)— 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB). Expected 
to build; given some pretty hot pub- 
licity. Keeping the kids away from 
the house last week did not help. 
Hopes to get a fair $6,000. Last 
week ‘Temple Drake’ (Par), $6,800. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox). Opened 
well and will likely get around $4,- 
500, good. Last week ‘Bondage’ 
(Fox), poor, only $2,500. 


EVERYTHING'S DUCKY 
IN CINCY; GAYNOR, 126 


Cincinati, May 22. 

Each downtown cinema off to a 
fair enough boxoffice start with the 
Albee heading for a $12,000 week on 
all film and becoming established as 
Cincy’s ace picture house. Extra 
advertising on daring romance of 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ helped beau- 
coup and it will remain a second 
week. 

Last week the theatres felt sting 
of three-day engagement of Hagen- 
back-Wallace circus, which had 
good attendance in afternoons and 
overflowing biz at nights. 

Rising temperatures Saturday 
had Keith’s rew cooling system op- 
erating for first time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 30-55)— 
‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor, plus 
sweet notices in the dailies on the 
story and music of photoplay may 
get house more than $12,000, but 
doubtful. Last week ‘llth Com- 
mandment’ and personal appearance 
of ‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ on Saturday and 
Sunday, followed by four days of 
‘Clear All Wires’ (M-G) with no 
stage fare, $11,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Miriam Hop- 
kins heavied over title, with press 
ads emphasizing ‘For adult minds 
only!’ Ought to hit $10,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ 
(U), $6,600, fair. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (M-G).  Barry- 
more most of the pull for $9,700, 











fine. Last week ‘Barbarian’ (M-G), 
$7,600, okay. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Working Man’ (WB). Arliss mag- 
neting $6,300, good. Last week 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB), $5,900, 
good. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Trouble’ (U) 
and ‘Forgotten’ (U). Split week, 
$2,000, o.k. Last week ‘Big Cage’ 
(U) and ‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox), 
$1,400, mild. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


drew criticism through letters from 





Philadelphia, May 22, 

With the circus in town to pro- 
vide plenty of its usual strong com.’ 
petition, the general improvement 
that was expected in film grosses 
due to the opening of some prom- 
ising pictures probably won’t ma. 
terialize. 

Even without the circus, 
week-end trade in most of the 
downtown houses was well under 
expectations, probably due to the 
first real touch of summer weather 
that Philly has experienced. Keith’s 
called it a season Saturday and it’s 
most than likely that one of the 
S-W houses (Boyd or Stanley, more 
probably the former), will fold for 
the summer within a few weeks. 

These closings, together with the 
more or less definite info that the 
Chestnut won’t be used as a road- 
show home for ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
as previously reported, mean that 
Philly will be down to a hot- 
weather rock-bottom by the middle 
of next month, and that rock-bot- 
tom will mean just four houses 
definitely committed to first-runs in 
the downtown sector, with the Karl- 
ton getting a few new ones now and 
then. 

Of this week’s crop, the Fox with 
‘Adorable’ on the screen and Ted 
Claire heading the stage show, and 
the Stanley with ‘Hell Below’ were 
most heavily counted on. Neither 
one got off to a partieularly bril- 
liant start. The Janet Gaynor pic- 
ture at the Fox should pull that 
theatre’s gross up to $19,000 and 
possibly $20,000 but that isn’t any- 
thing sensational. ‘Hell Below’ fig- 
ures to boost the Stanley’s weekly 
figure to about $14,500, which is the 
house’s new weekly average. How- 
ever, the circus may keep the gross 
a grand or so below that figure. 

The Earle has the Laurel and 
Hardy comedy, ‘The Devil's Brother’ 
on the screen and a rather ordinary 
stage show. Looks like $13,000 and 
no better. Stanton’s picture, ‘I 
Cover the Waterfront,’ which 
opened Saturday, got good notices 
but not much business. It may be 
helped by word-of-mouth. After a 
couple of dismal weeks, a fairly 
good $8,500 is indicated. 

Boyd has ‘Lilly Turner’ with Ruth 
Chatterton and will hardly get much 
over $11,500, while Lionel Barry- 
more’s ‘Looking Forward’—a first 
run—figures for around $4,000. 

Most important news on the hori- 
zon is Rudy Vallee’s date on the 
Earle bill starting Friday. Stanley 
gets ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ next and 
Robinson’s ‘Little Giant’ follows at 
the Stanton with ‘The Kiss Before 
the Mirror’ listed at the Boyd. Last- 
named is on Wednesday and ‘Little 
Giant’ on Saturday. There’s a pos- 
sible chance that ‘Hell Below’ will 
make the grade for two weeks at 
the Stanley; ordinarily it would but 
its start wasn’t anything to brag 
over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50), ‘Hell to 
Heaven’ (Par). Not more than $1,- 
900 indicated. Last week ‘Pick Up’ 
(Par), $2,200, only fair. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55), ‘Lily Turner’ 


the 


(WB). Nothing exciting at start, 
lucky to get $11,500. Last week 
‘Working Man’ (WB), disappoint- 
ing at $11,000. 

Earle (2,000; 40-66), ‘Devil's 
Brother’ (MG) and vaude. Nothing 


big in stage bill; $13,000 all that’s 
indicated. Last week ‘Strictly Per- 
sonal’ (Par) and vaude with Joan 
Blondell headlined, $14,500, fair. 
Fox (3,000; 35-55-75), ‘Adorable’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Nat showing 
strength of usual Janet Gaynor 
films, although it may gain; $19,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘Warrior's 
Husband’ (Fox) and stage show, 
matinees weak, only $16,000. 
Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50), ‘Look- 
ing Forward’ (MG). Barrymore pic- 
ture a first-run and house doesn’t 
usually do a great deal with first- 
runs; $4,000 figured. Last week 
‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO) moved 
from Boyd, $4,200, a trifle over 
house average. 
Stanley (3,700; 40-55), ‘Hell Be- 
low’ (MG). Good notices and ordi- 
narily would do plenty, however 
start wasn’t anything to brag about 
and not over $14,500 is expected. 
Last week ‘The Barbarian’ (MG) 
disappointed with only $10,500. 
Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55), ‘I Cover 
the Waterfront’ (UA). Opened 
mildly Saturday, may lift house 
gross to $8,500. Last week ‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG) and ‘Krakatoa,’ 
specially advertised short, got only 
$7,300. 








‘Whirlwind’ ‘Trick For 
Trick’ (Fox). Split week, $1,800, 
fair. Last week ‘Tonto Rim’ (Par) 
and ‘Iron Master’ (FD), $1,900, okay. 

Strand (1,160; 15-25)—‘Shadow 
Laughs’ (Fischer) and vaude topped 
by the Five King Girls. Averagé 
$3,000, same as last week on ‘Kiss 
of Araby’ (Mono) and five-act bill 
headlineed by Harry Clark’s Co- 
Eds and Cadets. 


(Col) and 
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Tuesday, May 23, 1933 


ee of Excitement 
In Prov.; Fay’s to 40c; 
‘Drake’ Near-Banned 


Providence, May 22. 


More headaches and more 
changes in the theatrical situation 
which very likely will have disturb- 
fing effect on grosses. The surprise 
of the week is the cut in prices by 
Edward M. Fay, chain operator, at 
his two ace houses—Majestic, show- 
ing double features, and Fay’s, 
combo spot. 

Fay has cut prices duwn to 40c 
top, and in doing so has placed 
these two stands on par with the 
other spots on the main stem. Price 
war was started last winter by 
Loew’s State, and gradually every 
theatre downtown met the cut. Fay 
held out until the last, and for the 
last two months has been operating 
both the Majestic and Fay’s at a 
great handicap, inasmuch as his 
prices were 15c. higher than the op- 
posish. | 

Fay’s on the stage has the Dun- 
can Sisters headlining, and second 
in importance is an all-colored re- 
vue with 22 entertainers; screen 
holds ‘Big Cage. Opening up a 
peg, there’s no doubt Fay’s will 
take plenty of trade away from the 
other two combo houses. 

Both film and stage bills are ex- 
ceptionally good, but, as usual, the 
‘flesh’ shows have the edge, and as 
@ consequence the vyariety stands 
will be leading the parade once 
more. 

Weather’s against the exhibitors, 
as the season’s first hot spell caught 
everybody napping and no one had 
cooling system ready the opening 
days. Thunder shows eased things 
up a bit Sunday, and the chances 
are that may get a half-decent 
break. The Paramount is expected 
to come through with ‘Temple 
Drake,’ because of exceptional pub- 
licizing of the picture. Opening 
brisk, and pace is expected to 
etick. 

Majestic started the week off 
rather meekly, despite the cut in 
prices from 55 to 40c. and a fairiy 
good picture bill headed by ‘Central 
Airport.’ Prospects for a pick-up 
later in the week slim. The third 
picture spot, the RKO Victory, 
sporting the lowest prices in town, 
is considerably off. 

Loew’s State, which has been gar- 
nering plenty of coin since it 
switched from straight pictures to 
combo policy, is taking its.first set- 
back this week. This is largely due 
to the better standard of vaudeville 
at opposition prices, and the fact 
that Fay’s is down to the same 
Level. 

On the Loew’s screen this stanza 
is ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ which is 
getting the raves, but proving of no 
help at the box office. Feature al- 
together too classy for the rabble 
that goes for ‘flesh’ entertainment, 
and they’re not flocking to this 
Bpot. 

Amusement parks opened Sunday 
(21), but did not detract any from 
the theatres because of cloudy 
weather. But with beer flowing 
freely, the parks will constitute a 
severe menace, as they are planning 
a swell campaign on beer gardens 
at the resorts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-40)—‘Big Cage’ 
(U) and vaudeville with Duncan 
Sisters. Everything’s with this 
stand now that the prices are down, 
and most likely the gross will be in 
the neighborhood of $6,500, good. 
Last week ‘Trick for Trick’ (Fox), 
not so hot at $5,000 with 55c. top. 

RKO Albee (2,200; 15-40)—‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO) and vaude. Probably 
just able to duck the red ink. Gross 
not likely to be over $6,000, off. 
Last week ‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) 
depended iargely upon the vaude- 
ville to but only $6,100. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40)—‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG) and vaude- 
ville. Not so forte. Picture oke 
with the highbrows, but not for the 
fans who go for the vaudeville. 
For that matter the stage show isn’t 
s0 fancy. House will be doing good 
if able to garner close to $13,000, 
which is what the box office has 
been checking off since the house 
went vaude. Last week ‘Hell Be- 
low’ (MG) slid a trifle, but oke at 
$14,900. 

Majestic (Fay) 





(2,200; 15-40)— 
*Central Airport’ (FN) and ‘Jus- 
tice Takes a Holiday’ (Mayfair). 
Bill slightly better than the last 
few days, but not many takers; 
fans are buying ‘flesh’ shows. Low- 
er prices at this stand don’t mean 
much as the opposish film house, 
Paramount, has had 40c tep and 
double features for month. Yet 
there’s no doubt that the house 
will fare better in the long run. 
Gross can't possibly go over $4,500, 
off. Last week ‘Zoo in Budapest’ 


(Fox) and ‘llth Commandment’ 
(Maj), was another sour lemon at 
$4,000. 


Paramount (2,200; 15-40)—‘Tem- 
ple Drake’ (Par) and ‘Be Mine To- 
night’ (UU). Bill well liked and busi- 
ness is better. This can be attri- 
buted to publicity on Faulkner 
varn. If house can keep up pres- 
ent pace gross will be close to $5,- 
500, could be a great deal higher, 
but figure represents a gratifying 
upward trend for a stand that has 





It’s a Struggle for Biz 
In N. O. with Average Pix 


New Orleans, May 22. 

One of those weeks in which pic- 
tures that are not very good and 
not very kad struggle for patron- 
age. Loew’s State has an edge be- 
cause of its stage show, ‘Follow 
Thru,’ which is drawing above ‘The 
Barbarian.’ 

Orpheum is taking it on the chin 
with ‘Diplomaniacs.’ Saenger has 
upped over recent weeks’ with 
‘Adorable.’ Tudor showing flurry 
with ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ while 
‘Maedchen’ goes into its second 
week at the Globe. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,218; 40) ‘Bar- 
barian’ (MG). Not so hot for the 
fans, but the stage show, ‘Follow 
Thru,’ saving the works to the tune 


of $10,000. Last week ‘Rasputin’ 
(MG) got $11,000. 
Saenger (3,568; 40) ‘Adorable 


(Fox). May go to $8,000. Last week 
‘Lily Turner’ (WB) died at $5,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55) ‘Dip- 
lomaniacs) (RKO). Looks like the 
payoff locally for Wheeler and 
Woolsey; only $7,000. Last week 
‘King Kong’ (RKO) got $9,000. 
Strand (1,600; 25) ‘Magic Night’ 
(UA). May get $1,100. Last week 
“When Strangers Marry’ only $900. 
Tudor (800; 25) ‘Be Mine To- 
night’ (U). Doing something and 
may touch $2,500. Last week ‘Mur- 
ders in the Zoo’ (Par) just $1,300. 
Globe (600; 40) ‘Maedchen.’ In its 
second week, $2,000; last week 
week, $3,000. 
St. Charles (1,800; 25) ‘Sailor, Be 


Good’ (Fox). Not so good at an 
even $1,000. Last week ‘Circus 
Murder Queen’ (Col), $1,100. 





L&H AND WYNWARD 
TOP MONT’L WITH 136 


Montreal, May 22. 

Summer having at last come in 
these parts with considerable rise 
in temperatures, all houses will be 
affected. This condition has been 
discounted to some extent by cuts 
in expenses, but little chance of 
b.o. improvement is seen for the 
next three months. 

Palace, which topped the town 
last week, will hardly hold the ad- 
vantage currently, since Arliss in 
‘Working Man’ is not overly allur- 
ing. Likelihood is drop to $11,000, 
which will be good enough if house 
gets it. Capitol may jump into the 
lead with ‘Devil’s Brother’ and ‘Men 
Must Fight,’ in which Diana Wyn- 
ward is sure to get a good play. 
Estimate is for $13,000. Loew’s is 
back on the five-act vaude program 
and the Eilers-Dunn team should go 
over good with a $12,500 gross, in 
‘Sailor’s Luck.’ Princess is featur- 
ing ‘Circus Queen Murder’ and 
‘When Strangers Marry,’ an average 
bill that may gross $6,000. Imperial 
runs a double French bill, ‘Roger 
La Honte’ and ‘Les Trois Mousque- 
taires’ and may take a jump to 
$2,500. Cinema de Paris repeats 
‘Tete d'un Homme’ for around $700. 

His Majesty’s continues to get a 
fair play on stock with ‘Unexpected 
Husband’ on the menu currently. 
Nabes are beginning to take their 
summer slump. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 25- 
75), ‘Unexpected Husband.’ Stock 
with Mitchell-Rhodes combo is 
gaining in popularity steadily and 
show can look for $3,200. Last week 
‘Mrs. Moonlight’ got $2,800. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Working 
Man’ (WB). Arliss has about worn 
out welcome in this burg; cannot be 
more than $11,000 at best. Last 
week ‘White Sister’ (MG) grossed 
$12,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50), ‘Devil’s 
Brother’ (MG) and ‘Men Must Fight’ 
(MG). Laurel and Hardy in one 
and Diana Wynward in_ second 
should run cross around $13,000. 
Last week ‘Christopher Strong’ 
(RKO) and ‘Great Jasper’ (RKO) 
took $10,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 60), ‘Sailor’s 
Luck’ (Fox) and vaude. Should put 
Loew up in the running with $12,500. 
Last week ‘Murders in Zoo’ (Par) 
and vaude grossed $12,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50), ‘Circus 
Queen Murder’ (Col) and ‘When 
Strangers Marry’ (Col). Good aver- 
age bill that may gross $6,000. ‘Yes, 
Mr. Brown’ (British) and ‘Just My 
Luck’ (British), $5,000, last week. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 
50), ‘Roger La Honte’ and ‘Trois 
Mousquetaires. Might gross $2,500 
between them. ‘Une Idee Folle’ last 
week, $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25), ‘Tete d'un Homme’ 
(French). Repeat, $700. Last week, 
$800. 








been taking some awful socks on 
the chin. Last week ‘World Gone 
Mad’ (Maj) and ‘Cohens and Kel- 
lys’ (U) terrific flop at $2,900. 
RKO Victory (1,600; . 10-25)— 
‘Fighting for Justice’ (Col) and 
‘Sweepings’ (RKO). latter second 
run, brought back on strength of 





Lionel Barrymore's pull here, but | 
n. s. g. so far: probably $1,500 at | 
the most. Off for the first time in | 
weeks. Last week ‘Black Beauty’ | 
(Mono) and ‘Christopher Strong’ 
(RKO), slightly better at $1,900. 


Beaucoup Film Pay 
Dirt in Portland; 
‘Hawk,’ 5G; ‘Hell’ H.0. 


Portland, Ore., May 22. 

Ending on a winning week with 
‘Diplomaniacs’ the RKO Orpheum 
went dark. Supposition is that the 
house goes back to Pan, if arrange- 
ments are made to swallow the 
$425,000 bond issue outstanding 
since Pan remodelled the house sev- 
eral years ago. Local Orpheum 
was RKO’s last stand in the North- 
west. Seattle house closed some 
months ago. Floyd Maxwell has 
been keeping the Orph here mostly 
in black ink, with occasionally a big 
Wee, 

Orpheum closing leaves the burg 
without stage bands or flesh shows 
in any major spot. A few grinds 
have vaude. Summer legit stock 
and roadshows planned for the 
Heilig-Rialto. Hamrick’s burley at 
the Music Box is dead and that 
house back grinding. 

Exception to the stageless con- 
dition was one week appearance of 
KGW’s ‘Covered Wagon Days,’ pop- 
ular radio turn, at the Fox-Liberty. 
Radio act has cast of 15 and big 
reputation in this district after 
three years of broadcasting. 

Heilig-Rialto’s sex show, held for 
a second week, is another departure 
from all-sound presentations. Two 
sex lecturers, Howard Goldin and 
Mrs. Jardine McCree kept ’em com- 
ing back. Picture was ‘Sins of 
Love’ (Goldin), filmed in a matern- 
ity ward. 

The breaks were in favor of at- 
tention-getting pictures this week. 
‘Hell Below’ connected for a second 
week at the Fox-United Artists. 

Fox-Broadway burst into b. o. 
flame at last with ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk,’ picture pulling that house 
from its recent sleeping sickness 
and sure looks good to hold after 
getting attention from the start. 

Hamrick’s Oriental finally wound 
up ‘42d St.’ after five big biz getting 
weeks. Fifth week hit around the 
normal pace of this house in recent 
weeks, and average for the first 
four weeks nearly doubled that fig- 
ure. Oriental now has ‘Ex-Lady,’ 
connecting nicely. 

‘Under the Tonto Rim’ would rate 
about average results at the Fox- 
Liberty, that house boosted by ‘Cov- 
ered Wagon Days,’ KGW radio act. 

Pauline Frederick’s road show at 
the Heilig-Rialto promises some op- 
posish. Miss Frederick goes in for 
six days with two shows, ‘Amber’ 
and ‘Her Majesty, the Widow.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40)—‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par). 
Gives promise of lifting this house 
from the doldrums. Looks good for 
okay $5,000. Last week ‘Looking 
Forward’ (M-G) failed to meet ex- 
pectations and closed at $3,400, poor. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
€00; 25-40)—‘Hell Below’ (M-G). 
Clicked so well it connected for a 
second week at okay $3,000; first 
week nicely for $4,700. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Ex-Lady’ (WB). Hit a tough 
spot after five successful weeks of 
‘42nd St.’ (WB) and back to aver- 
age, about $3,500. Fifth week of 
‘42nd St.” (WB) grossed good 
enough $3,300, and first four weeks 
put this house in the big b. o. class 
with a total gross of $24,300. That’s 
nearly double normal average biz. 

Liberty (Fox-Liberty) (2,000; 15 
to 25)—‘Under the Tonto Rim’ 
(Par). Would do a fair biz in this 
house but gross boosted by stage 
act of KGW’s ‘Covered Wagon 
Days,’ pop radio turn. Should go 
strong, $3,700. Last week ‘Hello 
Sister’ (Fox) did nicely at $2,800. 

Rialto (Heilig) (1,500; 35)—‘Sins 
of Love.’ Maternity ward shots on 
screen and sex lecture shots click- 
ing in a big way. Second week go- 
ing $6,000, big; first week, $6,300. 








Several Lincoln Houses 
Mulling Over Vode Idea 


Lincoln, Neb., May 22. 

After the lethargy of last week, 
grosses on this stretch can’t help 
but be up a little. The balmy 
weather and the opening of the 
Capitol Beach, local amusement 
park, will add to the already merci- 
less competition. Last week, ac- 
cording to theatre row, was worse 
than the week of the bank mora- 
torium in March. Product was 
largely responsible for this how- 
ever. 

Chances of vaude in town are 
right upon the calendar and Ca! 
3ard at the Rialto is knocking the 
dust off his long since stored equip- 
ment. A tentative schedule has 
been booked in order to give flesh 


a try and see whether it’s worth 
bothering with through the sum- 
mer, 


Ray Weaver with his dime-and- 
coupon stock in the Liberty has ex- 
perienced a large drop-off in at- 
tendance and is looking to the pos- 
sibilities of taking the company out 


under 2 tent for the summer. This | 
cheap flesh show has been well at- 
tended all season and has been “ig 
competish to the pic boys. 
‘Adorable’ at the Stuart hope: 
(Continued on page 23) 





‘Elmer’ a Nice $11,000; 
Detroit Awaits ‘Flesh’ 


Detroit, May 22. 

Double features at the Fox spell 
trouble again this week and give 
this town a little something to look 
forward to with the current week 
merely a stopgap, but the Mich is 
in the money, $11,000. 

Beer hasn’t hurt much but hasn't 
helped so, the status remains quo. 
Houses just can’t get started. ‘Lit- 
tle Giant’ lasting one week, and that 
mild, shows how things are. 

The United Artists is offering 
another class picture in ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ and clicking. The Michi- 
gan is dualing ‘Elmer the Great’ and 
‘Girl in Room 419,’ while the Fox is 
likewise with ‘Be Mine Tonight’ and 
‘Hello Sister. The Downtown is 
brutal with ‘Kiss Before the Mirror.’ 
The State is offering ‘Hell Below,’ 
while the Fisher is showing ‘The 
Working Man.’ 

Last week spelled red ink. The 
United Artists with ‘Little Giant’ 
was the most disappointing after a 
nice week end and opening by wind- 
ing up with a bad $5,000. The State 
was mild as expected with ‘Musso- 
lini Speaks’ and ‘Girl Missing.’ The 
Michigan got a nice gross of $9,800 
with ‘Temple Drake,’ while the Fox 
also fared well with ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ and two featurettes for a 
fair $5,000. The Downtown was 
very poor with ‘Diplomaniacs’ at 
$3,500. The Fisher with a third 
week of ‘Rasputin’ did fair at $5,200. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (P-P) (4,045; 15-25-35- 

40-55) —‘Elmer the Great’ (FN) and 





‘Girl in Room 419’ (Par). May 
snatch $11,000, nice. Last week 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par), fared well 
with a ‘no children’ campaign, 
$9,800. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) and 


‘Hello Sister’ (Fox). Maybe $5,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
(Fox) same, 

Downtown (RKO) (2,750; 15-25- 
35-40-55)—‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U). 
Brutal at $3,000. Last week ‘Diplo- 
maniacs’ (RKO) mild at $3,500. 

United Artists (P-P) (2,018; 15- 


25-40-55) — ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
(MG). Very big on $13,500. Last 
week ‘Little Giant’ (WB) mild at 


$5,000. 

State (P-P) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Hell Below’ (MG). Getting the 
dough, $8,500. Last week ‘Mussolini 
Speaks’ (Col) and ‘Girl Missing’ 
(WB) mild at $1,700. 

Fisher (P-P) (2,665; 15-25-35-40) 
—Working Man’ (FN). Looks to 
$6,500, pretty good. Last week 
‘Rasputin’ (MG), in its third week, 
okay at $5,200. 


Closing of Great Lakes 
Helps Rest of Buffalo 


Buffalo, May 22. 

Business is generally better with 
the Great Lakes closed Saturday 
(20), only exception being the Cen- 
tury. 

The Buffalo climbs to $14,000, and 
the Hipp to $7,800. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55), 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Gaynor pix upping biz to nearer 
last year’s average, $14,000. Last 
week ‘The Working Man’ (WB) and 
stage show, only $10,600, poor. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (25-40), ‘Hell 
Below’ (MG). After doing $7,700, 
good enuf, left house dark Satur- 
day (20). 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25), ‘Mur- 
ders in the Zoo’ (Par) and ‘After the 
Ball’ (Fox). Very lucky if getting 
$4,000, a disappointing figure. Last 
week ‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) and 
‘Monkey’s Paw’ (RKO) only slightly 
better, $4,300. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25), ‘Song of 
the Eagle’ (Par) and ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ (Par). This pair is proving 
draftful at $7,800, nice. Last week 
‘Perfect Understanding’ (UA) and 
‘Employees’ Entrance’ (FN) $5,400, 
average. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘Be- 
low the Sea’ (Col) and ‘Face on the 
Barroom Floor’ (Inv). Around $6,- 
500, good, appears in prospect. Last 
week ‘Laughter in Hell’ (UN) and 
‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col) over 
$6,900. 


Col’s Exploit. Test 


To test’ the 
‘Should We Tell 
Columbia home 
Goldberg and 
| two exploitation 
Springfield and Buffalo 








possibilities of 
Our Children,’ 
office sent Lou 
Ben Atwell out on 
assignments, to 





| 

| 

| DIGGING ’EM UP 
Holly wood, M iy 4 A 
| Metro is digging out 

have been on the 
It's an economy 
| ‘China Seas,’ pirate story, is be- 
ing considered for Clarke Gable and 


| Myrna Loy. 


stories 
shelf for 


move 


; Which 
| years. 


Industry Favors All B.0.’s Be Taxed 
Rather Than Exempt Under 20c Admish 


If the 20c house is to be taxed, 
then admissions from a nickle up 
should be included. Because if they 
are not, film solons are certain, the 
reaction is bound to have a cheap- 
ening effect on the entire industry. 
The picture masses are figured, es- 
pecially in these times, bound to 
head for theatres where there is no 
tax. 

Instead of a total of $25,000,000, 
film statisticians say that the 20c 
bracket will raise the summary to 
$41,000,000. Of this they figure the 
picture theatres, themselves, will be 
responsible for at least 70%. And, 
they continue, as if by means of per- 
suading the Government to take in 
the lowest admission bracket, with 
all admishes under 20c taxable, the 
total would reach into $60,000,000. 

Picture representatives contacting 
Washington hold it is virtually use- 
less for the business to resist the 
tax, as it is of such general nature 
and wide scope. There was some 
hope it might wind up as a manu- 
facturers’ levy, but others are cer- 
tain it will come directly to the box- 
office. 





Washington, May 22. 
The Ways and Means Committee 
of the House this afternoon opposed 
the admission tax. In its place was 
recommended a corporate dividend 
tax. 


‘BE MINE,’ 736, SEATTLE; 
‘BARBARIAN,’ $6,500, OK 


Seattle, May 22. 

Theatres trying to counteract 
daylight saving by starting last 
complete show at 10 p. m. and ad- 
vertising to that effect heavily. But 
d. s. is hurting, estimated by some 
managers at 20 to as high as 30%. 
Petitions out to have referendum 
vote on issue in city. Beer dealers 
join showmen, but clerks and oth- 
ers like the early clock. Cows and 
chickens (country) give milk and 
lay eggs according to nature and 
standard time, so farmers kick and 
it’s not bluff. Cool weather, how- 
ever, is helping this week. 

Musical revue at Rex on percen- 
tage, so house stands to get by, al- 
though some patrons miss. the 
vaude policy and likewise the two- 
bit top price. 

Policy of giving two and charg- 
ing for one is in vogue this week 
at Paramount, Liberty and Coli- 
seum, where duals appear the rule, 
though unwillingly. 

So the whole town Is full of prod- 
uct that should loosen the purse 
strings. No complaint this week on 
the pixes, for they rate okay, by 
and large. 


Estimates for This Week 








Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) ‘Barbarian’ (MG). Romance 
angle played up, should reach a 


good $6,500. Last week, “Today We 
Live’ (MG), was story and dramatic 
Joan Crawford not liked, fans 
longing for the Joan reresentative 
of American youth. This pix not 
helping her any. Around $6,800 all 


right, however, for money. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35) ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ (U) with stage 
19383 Varieties’ locally produced 


from talent. Advertising plays up 
the music, in pic, with this line, ‘It 
made even the critics sing’; indi- 
cates an okay $7,500; as rule mat- 
inees very badly at this house. Last 
week ‘The Woman I Stole’ (Col) 
and stage presentation, good for 
$6,100. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40) ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) 
‘Song of Eagle’ (Par). Double bill 
slow seller, $4,500; may go out after 
six days. Last week ‘Devil's 
Brother’ (MG) fair for $5,300. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35) ‘Sweepings’ (RKO). Getting all 
it can out of the Barrymore name 


in billing; should do oke $3.600. 
Last week ‘Keyhole’ (WB) fair, 
$3,000. 

Liberty (J-vH) (2,000; 10-25) 


‘Obey the Law’ (Col) and ‘Jungle 
Bride’ (Shef). Dual good for $4,000. 


Last week, ‘Speed Demon’ (Col) 
$3,800. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1.000: 


25-35) ‘Secrets’ (UA). Pickford and 
Howard both get a break in billing 





this one; anticipated $4,000 is very 
nice. Last week ‘Out All Night’ 
(U) good at $3,800. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
295) ‘What! No Beer? (MG) and 
1“<‘rime of Century’ (Par). Dual, 
latter first run, pulled after five 
lays, $2,100; wobbly. Last week, 
| She Done Him Wrong’ (Par) and 
| ‘tTumanitv’ (Fox), but Mae West 
| doing all the draw for dandy $4,000. 
| Rex (Hamrick) (1,400; 15-35) 
| ‘I’nder Tonto Rim’ (Par) with mu- 
ical revue on stage. Going for 
32.390, okay. Last week, ‘Billion 
Dollar Scandal’ (Par) and stage, 


sy - 
$3,500. 


good at 
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Canty Sees German Trade Swamped 
By Inflated Costs and by Rivalries 


Washington, May 22. 


State of disorder existing in the 
German film industry is only 
partially caused by the current po- 
litical situation, according to a re- 
port to the Department of Com- 
merce by George R. Conty, special 
trade commissioner, in Berlin. The 
industry is in a state of disorder, 
partly of its own fault and partly 


because of circumstances for which 
the industry is not responsible, he 
indicates. 

‘So far as the exhibitor branch is 
concerned,’ Canty says, ‘the pres- 
ent situation is a result of general 
conditions beyond the control of 
the trade, such as the large num- 
ber of unemployed and the decline 
of private revenues. Therefore, 
theatre receipts dropped 40% dur- 
ing the past two years. The already 
critical situation of the cinema 
trade has become still more acute 
as a result of the frequent elec- 
tions and the general] uneasiness 
connected therewith, the grippe 
epidemics, and other causes. The 
numerous failures of exhibitors, 
producers, and distributors clearly 
indicate this critical state of the 
trade. In spite of this, the turn- 
over and entertainment taxes are 
maintained. For films of which the 
total production costs amount to 
300,000 marks, these taxes are very 
high and must be paid before the 
producer has earned a cent on his 
film. 

‘With regard to production and 
distribution, the unfavorable out- 
side factors are expensive credits 
and patent licenses. The propor- 
tion of these latter is so high that 
in total production costs of 300,000 
marks they amount to 50,000 marks. 

‘However, the industry itself has 
played its part in causing the pres- 
ent state of affairs by recurring 
to unhealthy competition meth- 
ods, fantastic salaries of directors 
and stars, high costs of film sce- 
narios, credits taken under un- 
fzvorable conditions (interest up 
to 20% were paid for such cred- 
its). 

Exhibs to Blame, Too 

‘Nor can the exhibitors be con- 
sidered entirely irresponsible for 
their present plight. ‘They have 
helped to bring it about by having 
unhealthy competition in the trade 
abnormally low entrance prices, 
double-feature programs, addition 
of vaudeville shows to cinema pro- 
grams, and sometimes even free 
distribution of refreshments, sand- 
wiches, and so on. 

‘It is extremely regrettable that 
theatre receipts, which under pres- 
ent conditions are already far be- 
low the profit possibilities, are still 
prejudiced by false calculations of 
rentals in those cases where con- 
tracts are concluded on a percent- 
age basis. All these factors brought 
about a considerable reduction of 
profit possibilities for German pro- 
ducers. 

‘In view of the risk involved in 
film production, it is feared that 
the quality of product as well as 
the number of films produced will 
goon become insufficient to cover 
exhibitor requirements. 

‘Even the necessity of reducing 
production costs by salary cuts and 
license price reductions and the 
availability of cheaper credits will 
scarcely be sufficient to stop the 
above-mentioned expected develop- 
ments.’ 





French Gov’t Sponsors 
Paris Film Exposition 


Paris, May 13. 

Under the auspices of the Minis- 
ter of Commerce and the Minster 
of Education, the French Society 
of the International Salon of Cin- 
ema Arts and Industries is organ- 
izing its first public exhibition of 
everything pertaining to the his- 
tory of the screen from the earlist 
days up to the present time, to be 
held at the Exposition Park, at .he 
porte de Versailles, beginning 
June 15. 

In addition to the many exhibits 
of cameras, lights and other film 
apparatus, historical photographs, 
showings of the earlist sound films 
and newsreels, etc., ete., there will 
be daily special attractions in 
which prominent screen players 
will take part, fashion parades of 
mannikins, contests for amateur 
cinematographers, concerts and 
Sporting events. 





Spurt of U. S. Pictures 
In Brussels Cinemas 


Prussels, May 11. 


It is long since so many Amer- 
ican films have been screened at 
the same time in Brussels. The 
Cameo (M.G.M.) is showing ‘Jus- 
tice for Sale’ and the Studio ‘Mil- 


lion Dollar Legs,’ both original 
versions. 

‘Sign of the Cross,’ at the Coli- 
seum (Paramount), ‘Trouble’ in 


Paradise,’ at the Plaza,and ‘Mama,’ 
at the Metropolis, are dubbed. 
Douglas Fairbanks is the star at 
the Roxy, Bebe Daniels at the 
Modern, and many of the smaller 
cinemas have American programs. 
In view of this revival talk is 
again being heard of a_ special 
cinema for the screening on noth- 
ing but English-speaking films. 


They Like Musicals in 
Far Dutch East Indies 


Batavia, May 2. 


‘Atmosphere pictures’ with plenty 
of music have a good chance of get- 
ting across in this country and such 
pictures are suitable for European 
audiences. The natives, however, 
like slap-stick comedies, action, 
fights and thrillers of all kinds. 
Gangster pictures, mediocre mystery 
and murder stories, and 100-percent 
talkies, are not popular, although in 
this respect some well-known stars 
might get such pictures over, as 
the public here is well versed with 
the stars and their successes in the 
United States, and with American 
slang pictures. The people in Java 
as a rule have some difficulty in 
understanding English. 

No films of any consequence have 
been shown here with the native 
tongue dubbed with the English 
picture and it would not pay Ameri- 
can film producers to prepare films 
in that manner, 

German pictures have done rather 
well during the past year, and while 
there are no Official statistics yet, 
imports of German pictures will ac- 
count for possibly 17% of the total. 
The success of the German pictures 
is due to the fact that they have 
been well selected for this market 
and also every German picture 
shown here contains numbers or 
music of some type. 

So far as pictures dubbed in the 
Dutch language are concerned, there 
is little worry about competition 
from this source. The few pictures 
that have been shown here in Dutch 
have been a failure. 











One French Exhib Body 


Paris, May 11. 

France’s most direct move to- 
ward film trade unity has been 
made in the formation of one cen- 
tral body embracing 19 exhibitor 
associations. The new organization 
will be known as the Chambre 
Syndicale Francaise des Theatres 
Cinematographiques., 

It will be headed by Messrs. 
Lussiez, president and Frogeret, 
Elie, Cibial, Moch, Hetuin and Im- 
bert, vice-presidents. M. M. Lan- 
dau has been appointed general 
secretary. 





First Mex Musical 


Mexico City, May 19. 

Mexico has produced her first mu- 
sical talker drama. Production, Sobre 
las Olas (‘Over the Waves’), depicts 
tragic life of Juventino Rosas, 
youthful Mexican composer of the 
famous waltz. 

It has been released here and is 
meeting with a good reception. Pic- 
ture was made by Mexico Latino 
Films Co., a local national producer, 
and stars Joaquin Coss, Carmen 
Guerrero and Giron and Rene Car- 
dona. It was megged by Ramon 
Peon. 





Wire Maskelyne’s 


London, May 13. 

Maskelyne’s house of magic, which 
is a national tradition throughout 
England, is installing talkie appara- 
tus, and throughout the summer will 
inaugurate a non-stop program of 
magic and ‘interest’ pictures. 

Performances will run from 2 till 
11 p. m. Policy may be continued in- 
definitely. 





India Center Calls Off 


Caleutta, April 22. 

Playart Corporation in Lahore, 
only recently equipped with Ameri- 
can recording apparatus, has given 
up any idea of producing for the 
time being, conditions being too 
tough. 

Means that there isn’t a single 
sound studio now seriously at work 
in Lahore, although several compan- 
ies are at work on silents. 


SOVIET SHOOTS 
PLAYS INTACT 


Moscow, April 25. 
Russian filmers are experimenting 
with the photographing of stage 
plays for regular distribution pur- 
poses. Idea is not to tamper with 
classics by rewriting. 
Condition was brought about by 
the lack of material for films. Rus- 
sian filmers have been fighting for 
scenarios for the past year or more 
and didn’t know where to turn. Now, 
it has been decided, stage pieces 
can be used, although they will have 
to be picked with the idea of having 
the usual Russe propaganda view- 
point in mind. Believed here that 
there are enough old classics with 
that viewpoint to make a go of it. 
New plays, by the younger group 
of writers, will be rewritten into 
scenarios in the usual way. 
Idea of shooting stage plays as 
they are on the stage, with scenery, 
acts, etcetera, has been tried before, 
especially for opera in film. It has 
been experimented with in the 
United States, but mever success- 
fully, the scenery standing in the 
way and the whole procedure seem- 
ing too forced and faked when pho- 
tographed. Fox made a_ photo- 
graphic copy of ‘Cavalcade’ as a 
stage play, but used it only for 
study purposes, rewriting around 
that for the film. 


12 Japanese Studios 
Make 750 Films a Yr. 


Washington, May 22. 
According to a report by Trade 
Commissioner P. P. Steintorf, at 
Tokyo, the Japanese annual produc- 
tion of motion pictures ranges from 
650 to 750 films of feature length 
per year. It is estimated that about 
750 films were produced during 1932. 
These pictures are produced very 
rapidly and cheaply and are in no 
way comparable with American 
films. 

There are at present 12 studios 
in operation in Japan each operat- 
ing its own developing laboratory 
using American and German raw 
film. Some of the studios have com- 
menced to use domestic film manu- 
factured by the Oriental Photo In- 
dustrial Company. 

Most of the pictures produced are 
adaptations of Japanese historical 
narratives or plays and so far as is 
known there are no prominent au- 
thors of motion picture scenarios. 
The features produced are very 
seldom shown outside of Japan. 
About 50 percent of these features 
are of 8 reels ..nd pictures of 7, 10, 
9, 6, and 11 reels are next in im- 
portance in the order given. 

Sound and talking pictures have 
not as yet been produced on a com- 
mercial basis. Several of the com- 
panies have been experimenting 
with American, German and domes- 
tic Japanese soun? recording ap- 
paratus. 

















Insull Show-Conscious 


Athens, May 10. 
Samuel Insull is a reader of 
‘Variety.’ 

Ever since ‘Variety’ carried a 
story that some Hollywood produc- 
er planned to make a picture around 
the career of the former Chicago 
tycoon, he has been scanning the 
paper for a follow-up. 

Local reports are that Insull is all 
set to become a Greek subject. 





French-Argentine Deal 
Buenos Aires, May 8. 

Astor theatre will release a num- 
ber of French films during the com- 
ing season through an exclusive ar- 
rangement with the Sociedad Fran- 
co Americana de Cinematografia, 
Buenos Aires. 

Films included are the productions 
of Pathe-Natan and Vandal and 
¢ Delac. 





All Nation-Made Talkers 


Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Just Another Stencil 

At the beginning of I Cover the 
Waterfront,’ it looked as if at last 
Claudette Colbert had found the 
part she’d been waiting for. Surely 
the waterfront breeds wenches who 
know no different, who're happy 
being themseives — good honest 
dames. And sec she starts out, be- 
lieveable and true, a girl who, when 
discovered swimming naked in the 
surf by a blithe young reporter, 
wastes no time in mock embarrass- 
ment but sets about sensibly to re- 
trieve her bathing suit from him. 
She’s cold and she wants to go 
home; obviously she needs her 
bathing suit. 

While waiting for him to give it 
up, cheered, perhaps, by the knowl- 
edge that the severity of a rubber 
diving cap suits her good looks and 
that the sea does nothing to the 
Icng upward sweep of her eyelashes, 
she chats with him pleasantly, her 
peise never deserting her because 
she recognizes nothing in the situ- 
ation that might threaten her poise. 
Above all else, she’s practical, which 
is just what a waterfront orchid 
would be. So far, very good. 
Suddenly the script turns yellow. 
A waterfront heroine, it now an- 
nounces, is just like any other pic- 
ture heroine. Can she help it if her 
father’s a sea captain. So Miss Col- 
bert is forced to go fluttery and 
bashful, to turn demure and wide- 
eyed, to speak yearningly of fire- 
places and cats to sit beside them, 
to become a waterfront dame with 
the soul of a good housekeeper. 
Now she must unlearn all the 
waterfront taught her, be hurt that 
marriage doesn’t instantly follow 
love, and go tripping about the 
docks in high-heeled patent leather 
pumps. It isn’t fair, when she had 
such a good start toward a real 
characterization, to have to give it 
all up for a rubber stamp, but then 
Miss Colbert’s used to rubber 
stamps by now. 





No Cream Puff 


When a great big picture title 
comes right out and says of its little 
girl: ‘Adorable,’ who is poor little 
Janet Gaynor to question it, she 
feels. Miss Gaynor made her mark 
trusting people and titles too. Of 
course, some girls might think they 
were being called names, having 
‘adorable’ bruited about them—but 
Miss Gaynor isn’t their sort, the 
suspicious, ungrateful old things. 
‘Adorable’ is a mighty pretty word 
to her, and if the good people who 
make the titles believe humble little 
her worthy of it, she’s going to try 
and try to justify their faith. 

And so Miss Gaynor is adorable 
every blessed foot. She’d rather be 
adorable than act. Everybody knows 
what a shy, wistful pet she is, 
therefore it’s just too adorable of 
her to pretend to be so sexy. It’s 
too quaint of her to want the dash- 
ing young lieutenant in her boudoir, 
to insist he sit beside her on her 
virginal sofa, to command him to 
kiss her, for, the little kitten, how 
can she possibly realize what she is 
doing. Too utterly utter, too, too 
cute. 

Just to see her waltzing, a prin- 
cess pretending to be a manicurist, 
is beyond belief just to see her, a 
100% American maid in voice, looks 
and manner, pretending to be a 
princess, albeit a mythical one, is 
still further beyond belief. Sheer 
fantasy, all of it, her wedding cake 
white fluted tulle negligee, her ac- 
cordion pleated chiffon nightgown 
with the ruffled lace cap sleeves, 
her black velvet cap and coat with 
its white ermine turndown round 
collar and bow, her extravagantly 
rococo rooms and lushly carved bed, 
sheer fantasy, save only for Miss 
Gaynor’s own _ seriousness—about 
how very adorable she is. A little 
girl who wanted to be a cream puff 
and worked so resolutely at it, she 
turned out a coffee kuchen instead. 

Punching Bag 

Alice White is a blonde. She has 
good legs and aesthetically placed 
curves. When she wil's it, she can 
look hard without suggesting that 
solitude is what she likes best. She 
wears flashy clothes with a certain 
pert distinction, and no one describ- 
ing her as forward would feel con- 
science-stricken afterward. Her 
walk is a liting saunter; her big 
round eyes adroit a: beckoning. In 
other words, she is ripe for the 
femme football role in a James Cag- 
ney picture. ‘Picture Snatcher’ is 
her reward. 

In this latest evidence of the con- 
stantly improving Cagney self-de- 
fense tactics, therefore, Miss White 
{serves as target for a couple of 








strong, impulsive pushes-in-the. 
face. Like her forerunners, Miss 
White takes punishment without 


usurping sympathy from the pun- 
isher, because she is so zealous 
about being captivating it’s per- 
fectly clear he’s g-t to do something 
quickly or be strangled to death, 
Miss White never was one to trifle 
with subtlety; she’s a gal of direct 
action and no half-measures. In a 
trice she’s out of her frock into a 
negligee, nor does she lag about 
changing partners either. In ‘Pic. 
ture Snatcher’ she tcys at being a 
sobbie; her zest a 1 amiability is 
her own personal interpretation of 
a girl reporter, and it’s very sweet 
of her to think so. 

Patricia Ellis, the love interest, 
wants to be a newspaper woman 


herself. She’s studying for it at a 
school of journalism, but she'll 
never make the grade. Her hair’s 


too well groomed. She's too pretty, 
too trusting, too dainty and too 
neat, 





They’re All Correct 


Everybody in ‘The Gir’ in Room 
419’ stops by Gloria Stuart's hos- 
pital bed at one time or another 
during the course of the picture, 
gazes down at her sleeping head 
and golden hair strewn prettily 
across her pillow, and then, trans- 
fixed at the sigh, murmurs. ‘God, 
but she’s beautiful!’ 

The strange part of it all is 
they're right. She is beautiful. She 
was brought into the hospital un- 
conscious, the victim of a brutal 
gang beating, but it just so hap- 
pened none of the murderous Llows 
touched her face. For story sus- 
pense she’. got to remain in a coma 
for several days, so naturally there 
can be no acting for her to do. Her 
role consists of looking more than 
average decorative, so as not to 
make a heel out of the 1.pt ex- 
clamations about her, and she plays 
it superbly. Her heavy eyelids, 
fri.ged generously with black 
lashes, are lovely closed gently over 
her eyes. Her well modeled face 
and firm round chin ornament any 
camera angle, and even when, in 
delirium, she must open her eyes, 
their poignant droop at the corners 
add still ancther item to her pas- 
sive allure, 

She gets well enough finally to 
sit up in bed and be photographed 
vertically for a change, in a soft 
satin negligee wrapped flatteringly 
about her shoulders. Her blonde 
curls, which miraculously retained 
their crisp waves and_= sheen 
throughout all her mute suffering, 
now fall into an orderly long bob, 
and it turns out that the fetchingly 
melancholy shape of her ..*cs comes 
from the fact that she’s a hunted 
woman, a good girl who got mixed 
up in bad company. 

Shirley Grey plas a jilted nurse 
with convincing venom. Kitty 
Kelly’s rasping telephone operator’s 
voice is a bit of realism lonely 
amidst odds and ends of hospital 
fantasy. 





Redskin Roxys 


What with the thunder shower 
season at hand, ‘Stormy Weather’ 
in the air and pants-for-women a 
moot question, the Roxyettes would 
like their admirers to know that 
they too keep up with current 
events. This week at the Music 
Hall they tackle all three trends in 
one number, and when they’re fin- 
ished, it’s plain as plain exactly how 
they stand. 

Let the storm clouds burst, they’ve 
got their red transparent oilskins. 
Pants for ladies, yes ma’m, their oil- 
skins are fashioned into trousers 
and double-breasted short jackets, 
oilskin top hats too, that’s how 
strongly they approve of the mas- 
culine mode, And as to ‘Stormy 
Weather,’ don’t they do their most 
delicate tap routine to it, taps so 


(Continued on page 50) 





Too Many Rubbernecks 


Cairo, April 26. 
Curious’ situation arose here 
when a troupe of Ufa actors were 
filming ‘A Cairo Idyll.’ They wanted 


to use the Mena House for a num- 
ber of the shots and had the hotel's 
permission. 

But too many outsiders looking 
in, so they had to build a duplicate 
front porch around the back where 
they wouldn’t be disturbed. And a 
duplicate dining room in another 
part of the building for the same 
reason. 

Picture is being made in German 
and French versions. 
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100 German Cinemas in U. S. Drop 
To 6; Bars Up Al Over Continent 


There are less than six theatres 
in the United States playing Ger- 
man films at the present time as a 
regular policy. A year ago there 
were over 100 such houses. 

Most of the theatres playing Ger- 
man films are still in New York, 
there being three here. Two are in 
the center of the German section, 
the 79th St. and Tobis. Third is 
the newly reopened Vanderbilt off 
Broadway. Thalia, on 95th street 
and Broadway is the latest of the 
German houses to switch off Ger- 
mans, going to Yiddish, and the 
Hindenburg has shuttered for a 
while. 

In past two weeks German houses 
have ‘¢losed in Chicago, Detroit, 
Buffalo, Boston and San Francisco 
because of anti-Hitler feeling. 
There’s a German film current at 
the Little Carnegie, New York, but 
management is preparing a half 
dozen French subjects to switch to. 
House had previous contracts for 
some pictures which it has to play 
off. Europa is definitely through 
with German product. 

Difficulty for the German film 
houses comes from the fact that 
Jews have always been the strong- 
est st?pporters of the films. Fig- 
ured that 65% to 70% of the cus- 
tomers at all German houses 
throughout the United States have 
always been Jews. There are not 
sufficient Germans left who patron- 
ize films to make the thing pay, even 
in sure-seaters. Besides a goodly 
portion of the German-American 
population is figured as being in 
sympathy with Jewish feelings on 
the matter and are also laying off 
German product. 


Poles Boycott 
Warsaw, May 12. 
A definite boycott against Ger- 
man films has broken out here with 


(Continued on page 47) 


COLUMBIA, UA PART ON 
FOREIGN DISTRIBUTION 


United Artists and Columbia have 
definitely split abroad, as antici- 
pated. U.A. has been distributing 
Columbia pictures through most of 
the world. Contract ceases at the 
end of the 1932-33 product. Colum- 
bia will set up exchanges of its own 
in England and on the Continent. 

With that in mind, United Artists 
is expanding a bit abroad, picking 
up some more European product on 
which to spread its overhead. Lon- 
don Pictures, in London, has been 
signed for five films to be produced 
and directed by Alexander Korda. 
Two of the five U.A. will bring to 
America as well as the rest of the 
world, the other three being only 
for world distribution. None of the 
quintet will be handled by U.A. in 
Canada. All pictures will be made 
in the British & Dominion studios, 
with which company U.A. already 
has a world distribution agreement. 

Columbia’s exchanges will be set 
up by Joe Friedmann under super- 
vision of Harry Cohn. 


Polish Film Industry 
Sending Envoys to U. S. 


Distributors, Exhibitors and Pro- 
ducers’ Association of Poland is 
getting together a large committee 
of film-men from all branches of 
the industry, to visit the U. S. in 
July. 

Group will go direct from Poland 
to Chicago for the exposition. Then 
a number of them, including direc- 
tors and others in the production 
end, will trek out tu Hollywood to 
0.0. the studios and learn whatever 
they are allowed to learn about pic- 
ture making. 











FILMING ‘KNOCK’ 

Paris, May 13. 
stage play dealing 
with medical quacks, authored by 
Jules Romains, which had a suc- 
cessful run at the Comedie des 
Champs’ Elysees, has been pur- 
chased by Marrett, producer of 
‘Jean de la Lune’ and ‘Suzanne,’ 
as his next film production. 

Louis Jouvet,. who staged the 
legitimate piece in addition to en- 
acting the principal role, will di- 
rect and again play the lead. Cast- 
ing this week, 


‘Knock,’ the 


starts 








Dutch O.K. Then Frown 
On ‘Whither Germany ?’ 


The Hague, May 11. 

Chairman of Dutch board of film 
censors made a queer move. The 
board had passed German propa- 
ganda film, ‘Whither Germany?,’ 
composed of strips from old films, 
starting in 1908 and going through 
war to the Revolution in 1918, It 
finishes with Hitler-hurrahs. 

Chairman wrote to big cinema- 
interests that it would be better if 
they did not show film, though 
it was passed by board, as he fore- 
saw same troubles over it as with 
‘Morgenrot.’ He mentioned as well 
that in first sitting the board banned 
this reel, but after review by full 
board it was passed with cuts. 

Papers comment scathingly on 
this move, especially, as the chair- 
man belongs to Labour Party, which 
is strongly opposed to everything 
German, especially Hitler. 


GUITRY YIELDS 
TO FILM LURE 





Paris, May 13. 

Sacha Guitry, who has _ persist- 
ently refused offers for film con- 
tracts for 10 years, though he has 
been approached by producers in 
France, England and America, has 
at last decided to perpetuate his art 
before the camera. 

Guitry will produce, direct and 
star in his own screen adaptation 
of his original play, ‘Chateaux en 
Espagne’ (‘Castles in Spain’), now 
one of the season's outstanding suc- 
cesses at the Varietes Theatre. 

Marguerite Pierry, who replaces 
Yvonne Printemps as Cuitry’s new 
leading woman for stage plays, will 
appear opposite the actor-play- 
wright is his first picture. In addi- 
tion to his own share towards the 
financing, Guitry has already re- 
ceived 400,000 francs from an out- 
side source and is expecting a sim- 
ilar sum from another silent backer 
next week. 

Negotiations are now in progress 
for studio space and the produc- 
tion will be started about the mid- 
dle of June, while the legitimate 
performances are still going on. Re- 
leasing plans are not yet definite, 
although several companies are said 
to be eager to obtain the picture. 
An English version is also contem- 
plated. 





German Tenor’s German 
Song Hissed in Prague 


Prague, May 10. 

Jan Kiepura, Polish opera, con- 
cert and film singer, stirred up a 
hornet’s nest in Prague by singing 
a German song in his last concert 
in the packed Lucerna hall. The 
Czechoslovakian government is 
now making every effort to pro- 
mote friendly relations with Po- 
land. In Kiepura’s corcert was the 
Polish minister to Czechoslovakia, 
leading membcrs of the diplomatic 


corps, leading officials of the 
Czechoslovak government and of 
the city of Prague. 

Kiepura’s various songs on the 
program were r-ceived with en- 


thusiasm, but vhen for an encore 
he offered a song in German from 
his most popular film opera, the 
vast audience broke into hisses and 
catcalls, 

German films are not popular in 
Prague, and the Czechoslovak 
film censor has already refused 
permission for the presentation of 
Ufa’s ‘No Day Without You’ and 
‘Baron Trenk.’ 





Salvaging German-Made 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Kurt Neumann will direct Uni- 
versal’s English version of ‘The 
Secret of the Blue F.oom,’ a Ger- 
man-produced film. Germ of the 
foreign picture will be all that is 
retained. William Hurlbut is script- 
ing tie new version. 

Henry Henigson will supervise, U 
picked up a notch in Neumann's 
contract. . 


| filmers 





Buy-Sell Middleman 
In Franco-U. S. Deals 


Paris, May 13. 

Maurice Livingstone, former film 
salesman for RKO, now buying and 
selling on his own, will arrive in 
New York May 26 with a collec- 
tion of French productions which 
he will seek to place with Amer- 
ican distributors. 

At the same time, Livingstone 
has been commissioned by several 
European picture dealers to pur- 
chase for them American produc- 
tions suitable for distribution in 
Europe. He will remain in the 
States about two months, 


275 French State 
Theatres May Go 





Film on Subsidy’ 


Paris, May 12. 
Steps are being taken by the 
French government to organize a 


State Film Industry. There are 275 
State-owned (legit) theatres in the 
country, most of them losing money 
and at least half of them are fig- 
ured good spots for showing pic- 
tures. With the government going 
into film production and having 
those theatres to switch to films, it’s 
figured they’d make a pretty definite 
obstacle for private film enterprise 
in France. 

Where the thing becomes most 
feasible is from the standpoint of 


(Continued on page 48) 





German Censor Bans 
On Wholesale Scale 


Berlin, May 12. 


Banning of pictures for political 
or other reasons continues here. 
with no abatement. Latest picture 
to be banned outright in Germany 
is ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ 
(U), not only because of its pacifis- 
tic character, but also because Re- 
marque, the author, is considered 
an enemy of the government. 

Other pictures ordered banned are 
‘Wooden Crosses’ (French) (Pathe- 
Natan), “Trouble in Paradise’ (Par), 
‘Ladies of the Big House’ (Par), 
‘The Last Step’ (Metro) (evidently 
a changed title for Germany), ‘Ek- 
stase’ (Czechoslovakian), ‘The Last 
Parade’ (Col), ‘Hands From the 
Dark’ (Terra) (German) and seven 
other local made pictures, 





MGM Berlin Staff 
Gus Schaefer, Paramount German 


manager, is not the only non-Jewish | 


head of an American film company 
in Berlin, as reported. 


Fr, L. D. Strengholt, Metro chief, | 


is also non-Jewish, 





German Censor Ok’s 20 


Berlin, May 138. 
features past the 
March, figures have im- 
proved a little in April. Twenty 
features were passed in Germany 
that month, 12 home-made ones, five 
from. U.S.A. and three from Italy. 
Among the March pictures there 
| wasn't a single American one. More 
‘than a hundred educationals and 
| shorts were passed in April, 
Altogether, during the last ten 
months up to April, 183 full-length 
features have passed German cen- 
sorship; 121 of these were German 
pictures (eight less than in the cor- 
responding period of the preceeding 


With 
censor in 


only 12 





year), with 36 American features 
and 26 coming from various other 
sources. 





CINES STUDIO 
IN ROME DARK 


Rome, May 11, 

The Cines Film Co's studio, start- 
ed by Stefano Pittaluga, is closed— 
temporarily it is said, but no one can 
say when or under what conditions 
it will reopen. The financial condi- 
tions of the company have decided 
the directors and financial backers 
to call a halt to see what can be 
done. 

Experts will try and locate the 
trouble, and probably the company 
will start again with some changes 
in the management. 

The blow is a severe one to the 
Italian picture-making industry, for 
the Cines was the largest and really 
the only important studio in the 
country. The recent flop of the film 
‘Acciaio’ (‘Steel’), which was made 
by the German Ruttmann, added to 
the deficit considerably. 

Film is said to have cost 500,000 
lire, and it had very short runs 
every where. 

Everybody is blaming everybody 
else for the trouble. One suggestion 
is that the big studio in Via Veio be 
let to independent producers here, 
of whom there are three or four. 





‘BITTER SWEET’ READY 
London, May 22. 

Murray Silverstone, United Artists’ 
local chief, sails Saturday (27) for 
New York, with a print of ‘Bitter 
' Sweet,’ just completed. 

Picture was made for U. A. by 
| British and Dominions. 











U.S. Foreign Film Trade Up 16 P. C., 
Fillmg Gap of German Breakdown 





American capital investments and 
cash deposits in Germany still are 
making straight news of German 
conditions difficult. American firms 
are so deeply involved in the com- 
pany financially that some of them 
are more than willing to shut their 
eyes to prevailing conditions and 
pretend there are no difficulties. 

Letters still are coming out of 
Germany to newspapers to the ef- 
fect that all’s well. Heads of 
American firms are writing letters 
to folks here denying any trouble. 
In other letters, to presumably safe 
h. 0. execs, however, the lie is given 
to these first items, 

From the standpoint of some 
American companies items about 
actual conditions are not desirable 
because they would stir up trouble. 
Others figure that this is America’s 
big chance in Germany. Germany 
has never been a really good mar- 
ket for American films, because 
Germany is too good at film mak- 
ing for its home market. German 
have always been number 
two to Hollywood in the matter of 
picture making. Now, it is figured 


| by some Americans, with Jews out 


film industry pretty well crippled, 
it ought to be a perfect moment 
for American product to walk in 
and clean up 
U. S. Product Up 

The few on the other side of the 
fence, with a broader view of con- 
ditions, argue that the money made 
in Germany can’t be brought out 
anyway and will eventually have to 
be left ov lost there, so why 
bother? Besides, American trade all 
over the world is improving be- 
cause of the slump in German prod- 
uct. An _ unofficial checkup indi- 
cates that American films gained 
16% in sales abroad during the past 
two months. While that figure may 
be only temporary, it’s argued that 
there are definite signs of a drop 
in German films abroad, meaning 
that whatever gain might be made 
in Germany—with headaches—is 
being gained elsewhere in the world 
with 





ease. 


In April, 12 in March 
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Nazi-Controlled ‘Film-Kurier, 
Berlin Film Trade Paper, Pans 


Variety's German Picture News 


The ‘Film-Kurrier,’ Berlin film 
trade daily, whose mast-head now 
carries the line that it’s the ‘offi- 
zielle pressestelle der NS-Kommis- 
sion-Spio,’ scored ‘Variety's’ recent 
news accounts of the German film 
industry as false and scurrilous. 

The following is a literal transla- 
tion of what the Nazi-dominated 
film trade paper—heretofore the 
foremost German picture trade daily 
has to say about ‘Variety.’ 

‘Film-Kurier’ was previously pub- 
lished by Alfred Weiner and his son, 
Lucien Mandelik-Weiner, as an in- 
dependent film trade paper until the 
Nazis, as with the rest of the press 
activities, took control. In the last 
issue, prior to the Nazi assumption 
of authority, the publisher's final 
statement announced that he was 
through as editor of ‘Film-Kurier’ 
and that he was no longer respon- 
sible for anything which might fur- 
ther appear in its columns in con- 
nection with the film industry. The 
Weiners are Jews. Albert A. San- 
ders is the new editor. 

The issue of May 10 captions the 
following article, ‘New Lies in Va- 
riety.’ 

Previously, in the issue of May 
6, in the English section of this 
German film trade daily, Editor 
Sanders essayed a refuting parallel 
as a pseudo-expose of ‘Variety's’ 
news account of May 2, which car- 
ried the featured story, ‘Nazis Back- 
ing Down.’ Since ‘Variety’ couldn't 
possibly reach Berlin less than a 
week or 10 days later, the May 6 
excoriaration of this paper must 


(Continued on page 46) 


GERMAN STUDIO 
WORK CRIPPLED 


Berlin, May 12. 

Production here is hitting a new 
low despite anything the govern- 
ment can do to boost it. Only three 
features are in production at the 
moment in the major studios. 

In the Neubabelsberg’_ studios, 
Steinhoff is directing one picture, at 
Tobis there’s one picture being 
made, and in the Ufa Templehof 
studios, Geza von Bolvary is work- 
ing on one film. 

All the other studios, 
that of Terra and Frohlich, 
dark, 


NAZIS FORCING EXHIBS 
TO SHOW PROPAGANDA 


Berlin, May 12. 

Bureau of Propaganda has a new 
project in shorts to be called ‘Five 
Minutes of Germany.’ A series of 
shorts to be made, strictly for 
propaganda purposes, and exhibit- 
ors required to display them in all 
German film houses. 

All German film producers may 
make these shorts, there being no 
pressure used on this end, but all 
film houses will be ordered to dis- 
play them. With the government 
backing them and passing out fa- 
vors to the makers it’s not figured 
there’ll be any difficulty about get- 
ting sufficient subjects to g0 
around. 





including 
are 





Pommer Readying List 
Of Foreigns for Fox 


Paris, May 13. 

Erich Pommer now installed at 
the new Fox Films production of- 
in the N. Y. Herald building 
on the rue de Berri is working out 
several European productions to 
be laid before Clayton Sheehan 
when the latter arrives in Paris on 
the Washington, Wednesday (17). 

Pommer is not strong for trans- 


fices 


ferring stage plays or operettas to 
the screen, claiming they lack 
|rapid motion. He has three story 
| ideas in readiness for Sheehan and 


Meantime, denials and counter 
denials, rumors and counter ru- | 
| mors, continue, none of them fool- 
ing anybody in New York, except 
that some of the filmites figure 
they’d just as. soon be fooled in 


. ‘ | . 
of German filming and the German | order to pick up some extra coin 


! rectly for 


viginals written d?- 
in preference 


will plug for 
the screen 
to adaptations 


SW Nees Cie cag ee 


= 


Te, 


FSET 


nap: sa Pade SE 


t 
ity 
Py 
4 


Ae ee 


ae 
ah ahi TITS 


wat | 24.. 


eas 


soe ie ves aan mp 
Favs a ws 


SORA ps Cogpenepee ememen p= 
oy oe i 


rey, 


aye 


Ce ee 


SF Re NE A EN 
ee = 


© + Bee deeasaemngane ga 


a) 


ab ee 














wt om pte 


Is 





a ht a ame 








Tuesday, May 23, 1933 





— 











14 VARIETY FIL HOUSE RFVIEWS 
RKO ROXY CAPITOL, N. Y. R. C. MUSIC HALL 
New York, May 19. New York. May 19. New York, May 19. 
This may be the last week of Names in the stage show at the The spec is the Radio City Music 4 
stage shows over here unless the| Capltol are usually indicative of| Hall's best draw and will be for 


Radio City emperors bring it back 
again later and mess around much 
the same as RKO has done for 
some time with the Palace, once 
a haughty and proud sort of show- 
house that got bruised and pallor- 
stricken by rough treatment and 
lack of nourishment. RKO Roxy’s 
fate appears problematical. 

House may or may not close after 
this week as an interlude to trying 
straight vaude, which was _ pro- 
posed recently, but from all indica- 
tions isn’t so _ positive. On the 
other hand, story is that house will 
not close down for the entire sum- 
mer. 

Now it appears theatre will un- 
load stage shows and go straight 
film Friday (26) at a 40c top. House 
has been getting 75c under the pol- 
icy that has stood since opening, 
but right along has failed to return 
the coin, largely because of inabil- 
ity to get the proper film for the 
scale. 

Its screen swan song as a com- 


bination house is ‘Hold Me Tight’ 
(Fox). Not a bad little Jimmie 
Dunn-Sally Eilers picture, but it 
isn’t drawing here. Atttendance 


Iriday night away off. 

Stage shows have a much higher 
standard than films at the smaller 
R.C. house, but as the industry has 
discovered, the stage does not mean 
much at the box office unless the 
names are of pre-eminent drawing 
power. Thus, burden of draft has 
rested on the picture attractions. 
With Music Hall first choice on 


product, that has left the RKO 
Roxy in a doubtful position right 
along. 

No outstanding names have 
played the house either, best in 
that line also going to the Hall. 
Put the two together and it’s no 


szreat wonder why the smaller thea- 
ire has had two strikes against it. 
Poth R.C. houses have had the same 
scale except for mezzanine, which 
is more at the Hall. 

’Final stage outlay here makes a 
better bid for approval than others 
have. .If the habit of coming here 
was stronger, the stage shows, 
judging from this and the previous 
week’s program, would about be 
sufficient to square for the 75c ad- 
mission. 

Harriet Hoctor figures most 
prominently in the current pres- 
entation spread, rest of the show 
eonsisting of Hal Sherman’s act, 
w.k. to vaude, and ‘World Is Wait- 
ing for the Sunrise,’ a group sing- 
ing and dance extravagi nza. 

Miss Hoctor is on twice and sup- 
plies the punch of the proceedings. 
She does ‘The Raven,’ one of her 
most popular conceptions and not 
to be confused with ‘The Nightin- 
yale,’ another original, which she 
performed last week at the Music 
Hall. 

For ‘The Raven’ house provides a 
very effective setting and lighting 
to lend it the proper touch. It’s a 
set that’s very simple and fringes 
tne stage, leaving a vast amount 
of floor space for the dance itself. 
Miss Hoctor is, perhaps, at her top- 
most in execution of ‘The Raven,’ 
suggested to her by the Poe poem. 
Hier artistry and grace is matched 
only by the very exact precision of 
her steps and the fine, probably un- 
paralleled balance which Miss Hoc- 
tor maintains. 

Coming to a sudden stop now and 
then on her toes, Miss Hoctor holds 
it without swaying more than mil- 
limetres. In many ways when the 
dancer is doing ‘The Raven’ she 
appears to be on skates, so unjagged 
are her gyrations and other move- 
ments. 

In her other number, which employs 
the Hoctor ballet group, the ballet 
champ relies more on routining and 
the effectiveness of a saucy pseudo- 
viding habit. This is the ‘Ahunt- 
ing We Will Go’ number, which 
Miss Hoctor also originated some 
time back. It includes low hurdling 
for the prancing ballerina and her 
line of ,rancers. 

Hal Sherman, with Beth Miller, 
is between the two Hoctor dances 
and himself clicks strong in a nov- 
elty closing hoof exhibition. Over 
here he’s inserting a pantomime 
bit, clowning around as though he’s 
in a ballroom trying to grab off 
a floor wrestle with a girl, gettting 
turned down mostly. 

An overture arrangement, ‘Har- 
lemania,’ a little diff for this house, 
precedes the opening presentation, 
‘World Is Waiting for Sunrise,’ 
built around the ballad of that 
name. It has Beatrice Belkin, who 
used to be at the old Roxy under 
S. L. Rothafel’s direction, and Eric 
Titus as a duet and choral groups 
around them. Duo is seated on 
what purports to be a quarter moon, 
while to the rear is a revolving light 
effect of the world. It’s night, with 
cloud effects rolling across the 
scene. This gives way to sunrise, 
represented by the Hoctor ballet 
girls coming up backstage in cos- 


tumes that suggest sunshine. After 
“a number downstage, they retreat 
to their original positions, and on 
the close a bunch of sun rays are 
shot against the cyclorama in full- 
Blage. It's all rather impressive. 


Char. 


screen weakness. That has become 
the tipoff sign on this house for the 
town. The exception is made when 
a Marion Davies film is played, and 
there’s no way of telling in ad- 
vance. A strong drawing stage 
show, if available, is always booked 
in te guard against possible low 
gross in event a Davies doesn’t 
stand up. 

This is one of those Davies film 
weeks, with ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ the 
picture and a stage bill containing 
much more box-office lure’ than 
other recent Capitol bills. The pol- 
icy proves its value this time, for 
without the stage show there would 
be very little entertainment and 
probably less business at the Cap- 
itol this week. 

Joan Blondell and Dick Powell 
are headlined and Col, Stoopnagle 
and Budd underlined out front. 
Aided by two dancing acts and the 
big Chester Hale line of girls, they 
deliver a very satisfactory three- 
quarters of an hour or so of stage 
fare. The combination gives the 
house a double draft from the pic- 
ture and radio angles, in addition 
to the entertainment provided in- 
side. 

Miss Blondell supplies the Holly- 
wood flash and Powell the enter- 
tainment in the film department. 
Latter (New Acts) had the flaps 
and other femmes panting and 





chirping for more here, just as he 
used to in Pittsburgh. He’s a pic- 
ture star now, but retains his stage 
presence. He can sing, talk, hoof 
a little and play three or four in- 
struments, which gives the impres- 
sion of versatility, and on top of 
that he isn’t taking any long shots 
as Hollywoodites usually do in 
Broadway theatres, but knows his 
stage business. He did 13 minutes 
as a single and then stuck around 
to straight for Miss Blondell. 

But for the two minutes or there- 
abouts devoted to a special lyric 
anent Hollywood, the picture blon- 
die, who’s a cutie off the screen as 
well as on, was teamed with Powell. 
She supplied the peek that they 
wanted, and Powell did the rest. 
In a 15-minutes routine devised to 
show up Miss Blondell in such a 
way that, despite lacking in real 
stage talent, she never appears at 
a disadvantage, they talked, sang 
and clowned themselves into a hit. 
Their shoe changing bit, used be- 
fore by Miss Blondell with Harry 
Rose in Chicago, brought the only 
unpleasant moment, 

Together the film names in their 
dialog and songs amounted to a 
double-truck display ad for War- 
ner Bros. in this Metro showcase. 
Powell used the score from ‘42d 
Street’ besides mentioning that 
flicker only about 20 times, while 
Miss Blondell, in referring to other 
picture stars, stuck to the Warner 
contract list exclusively. But the 
Capitol’s loyal customers didn’t 
mind, nor did they notice it. 

Stage playing for Stoopnagle and 
Budd and other ether acts to do 
their radio stuff on the stage takes 
more nerve than radio broadcast- 


ing. Playing safe with makeup 
props, the Col. makes sure of a 
good _ start. The moving lapel 


flower and elongated necktie are a 
typical vaude beginning, and the 
boys upon entrance look like Miller 
and Mack. Then into the routine 
proper, and it remains a secret for 
a while. When Budd gets around 
to the Crosby and Vallee imitations, 
done straight, he’s emulating every 
ether comic who has ever stepped 
upon an apron. The boys finally 
get ’em with the automobile race 
description. That they gave away 
the same bit to the newreels for 
nothing a couple of weeks ago 
didn’t seem to make any difference. 

Four Step Brothers are the first 
of the two dancing turns to appear, 
showing up early, just after the 
Hale girls’ first number: The girls 


are in informal sireet dress with 
little veiled hats. The Steps, who 
can step, when following out in 


‘one’ go one up on the girls in the 
sartorial way with green suits that 
are green suits. For about 10 min- 
utes of challenge dancing they do 
everything but break their legs. 

The girls are on again in blue 
gowns with big hats to introduce 
Powell, who, in turn, introduces 
Miss Blondell. The radio team fol- 
lows, whereupon the Hales usher in 
the finale. Latter is an apache dive 
scene along standard lines built 
built around the sensational mixed 
dance floor wrassling team of Ayres 
and Rene. Rene gets tossed through 
a papier mache bar mirror at the 
finish, which is reminiscent of a 
similar scene in ‘Laugh Parade,’ 
and perhaps done here by the same 
duo. The costumes on the girls, 
who serve mostly as background, 
are colorful, and the trick finish 
brings the better than average 
stage show to a legitimate ending 
for a change. 

Yascha Bunchuk goes heavy this 
week to lead the boys through some 
Hungarian note blasting. An ‘Our 
Gang’ comedy was on the program, 
but not shown at Friday’s early 
evening show. Without the short 
the performance ran an even three 
hours, long enough Business only 
fair, but should build when r« ports 
get around. Rige. 





some time to come. Save for a 
mild name or two to give the ex- 
ploiteers something to crow about, 
judging by the reception of and re- 
action to the big spectacular pres- 
entations offered here of late, no 
personality is necessary, It’s the 
composite that dominates and com- 
mands the most consistent favor- 
able attention. So much so that no 
audition of a M.H. show is minus 
some audible commentary from the 
neighbors regarding the merits of 
the presentation’s lavish investi- 
tures, 

The capacity of an auditorium like 
the Music Hall forfends any per- 
sonality dominance. Hence the 
spec must be to the fore and, the 
generalissimos of the R.C. ace house 
have seen to it, nothing is wanting 
to impress the eye more than the 
ear. 

One might be captious and say 
that there’s too much show on view 
week after week. But --~haps it’s 
wise to so overwhelm the audible 
sense in view of the haphazardness 
of the cinematic offerings. For ob- 
vious booking reasons no degree of 
consistency is certain on the cel- 
luloid end. 

The present show, to augment 
‘Adorable,’ a screen operetta (Gay- 
nor-Garat) might be termed an 
overplus of the vocal talents. A 
‘Samson et Delilah’ production over- 
ture (as ever, well conducted by 
Erno Rapee), augments the light 
opera aspects of the Fox film witha 
grand operatic hors d’ouvre.’§ It’s 
well done, however, by Edwin Eus- 
tis, contralto; Roy Jarman, tenor, 
and Patricia Bowman, premiere 
ballerina, plus the numerous choral, 
ballet and Roxyette vocal and terp- 
sichorean corps. 

Following the newsreel, a clever 
‘Dresden China’ presentation fea- 
tures Kay, Katya and Kay with the 
ballet, which is distinguished ly 
novelty of costuming and presenta- 
tion. 

The name additions this week are 
Tom Howard with his ‘Hold Up’ 
skit and Harold Arlen, composer of 
che current song rave, ‘Stormy 
Weather,’ which is rather stupidly 
produced with a Fokinish type of 
dancer, Von Grona, essaying gyra- 
tions which are out of the picture. 
The tune is essentially Harlemesque 
and should have been terped up in 
very hotcha manner instead of the 
erotic dance attempt by the classic 
Von Grona.. However, the supple- 
mentary rain and storm effects, plus 
the moving props and_ general 
manouvering of the many cantilever 
stages more than offset this de- 
ficiency. 

Incidentally, the movable stages 
are being utilized more and more 
for striking sight effect. It becomes 
a constant wonder to the fans how 
they elevate the pit band and shift 
it back on the stage carriage and 
bring the girls frontwards, etc. 
That’s the type of stuff the M.H. 
should go in for regularly to capi- 
talize the last word in stage me- 
chanics with which this auditorium 
is so wonderfully equipped. 

Thus, instead of striking a set, 
the Tom Howard street scenes sinks 
into the orchestra pit, with a min- 
imum of wasted time. Howard’s 
talk registered, despite the large 
capacity, but any dialog act auto- 
matically catapults the audience 
forward on the edge of their seats. 

At 75c—save for the $1.65 re- 
served seat loge section—this show 
is the flash of New York for im- 
pressive numbers. That $1.65 tap, 
incidentally, is bringing out the 
carriage trade in tails ’n’ every- 
thing, and seemingly educating a 
new type of picture house patron. 
What’s more, they are the most en- 
thusiastic and naive fans whose ap- 
preciation of the spec is something 
which the Publix type of customers 
long ago become Se 

bel. 


VANDERBILT, N. Y. 


New York, May 17. 

In face of the fact that more than 
50 theatres throughout the United 
States have thrown out a German 
film policy during the past month, 
there’s something fatalistic in the 
opening of this house as a German 
spot. Management seems deter- 
mined to fight out the issue on 
straight German lines, with no 
apologies or back bends. And it’s 
just barely possible that it may get 
away with it. 
House is in its second week and 
is certain to stick a couple months 
or £0, at least. First week it was 
just straight films; now a bit of 
stage show has been added. There’s 
a big band and a singer. Price is 
still a quarter for matinees and 40c 
at night, which is fair enough, con- 
sidering the fact that first-run for- 
eign films have managed to get $1 
most everywhere thus far on their 
own, 

On the face of it, it doesn’t look 





possible for this sort of policy to 
get anywhere. The Vanderbilt was 
wired by Tobis a couple of years 
ago at considerable expense. Ger- 








TRANSLUX 


Incongruous arrangement spoils 
an otherwise worthwhile newsreel 
program. Leading off with what 
was evidently an assembly of clips 
on the German situation before the 
Hitler pronouncement, this subject 
is immediately followed by one in 
which Hitler is among world repre- 
sentatives who have endorsed the 
Roosevelt peace plan, 

Saturday audience seemed con- 
scious upon viewing the Pathe clip 
that the subject was old stuff. 
There was plenty of time between 
the change in Luxer program to 
bring the silent title up to date. 
When after the Pathe talking re- 
porter’s bombast at Hitler Para- 
mount immediately followed with 
part of the Roosevelt address and 
views of MacDonald, Herriot and 
Hitler as endorsers, there were 
some in the mat audience who could 
not refrain from smirking. 

Also from the war note of the 
lead clip the program broadened 
further into pacificism, Pathe, it- 


self, talked peace in’ a magazine 
view of warships. 
Universal, which a week ago 


scooped cleanly on the bonus army, 
allowed the other reels this week to 
catch up. At the same time it 
stepped ahead, getting the only 
views of Mrs. Roosevelt attending 
the camp. 

Another instance of the impor- 
tance of newsreel title writing these 
days, especially on politics, was the 
audience reaction to Pathe’s ‘Amer- 
ica Backs Up Roosevelt.’ The bro- 
midic phrase almost spoiled some 
good laughs in interviews with citi- 
zens on the subject. These kind of 
interrogations, with Roosevelt’s pic- 
ture in every plumbing and delicat- 
essen shop in the country, are 
meaningless unless designed for 
comedy. And Jaughs are hardly in 
accord with such a title. 

Murch, the child murderer; his 
parents and the judge were all posed 
by Pathe, with a reporter doing the 
talking. Pathe also interviewed the 
younger son of the President, who 
is managing a California air line. 
It caught the Rockefellers coming 
out of church to report of the 
change in business address. 

Universal was the only reel Sat- 
urday to have the International 
horse show in Italy. Little was seen 
of the horses, the subject being de- 
voted to a study of notables and 
awarding of the cup. ~U also fol- 
lowed the papers in covering the 


<= 


EMBASSY 


Current program features persone 
alities. Even at the football games 
in England and France the major 
footage of the clips seems to have 
been given over to studies of the 
Prince and the President. 

The return of Matsuoko to Japan 
is more about the envoy than the 
crowd; and MacDonald and hig 
daughter, on their re-alighting in 
England, are also kept to their came« 
era selves. 

Then the new prohibition admin. 
istrator talks about gangs, and the 
new comptroller of the currency 
waxes theatrical, 

Two secretaries of the President 
are next studied. This is a contest 
in plugging their boss, and both 
finally win when they concede he ig 
the greatest man for whom they 
have ever worked. 

Then comes another study of 
O’Brien in action, It’s Parents’ Day, 
according to the titles, that oppor- 
tunity for this camera assignment 
occurred, In the case of the Jap- 
anese Emperor, the soldiers, hows 
ever, are given preference. 

That subject about Springtime on 
the Danube could just as easily been 
made in a certain Broadway Ba- 
varian kitchen. And the Austrian 
boys who sing while they wield a 
pick and push a barrow was seri- 
ously hooked up by silent titles as 
suggestive of the Roosevelt refor- 
estation movement, 

About this time every year come 
views of Hudson river outboard mo- 
tors, some more rodeo, a little less 
wrestling, Gold Star mothers, Joan 
of Are reminders, and cut-ups at 
Columbia’s institution, 

Carnera and Sharkey signing up 
got laughs at both houses because 
of the cracks of the matchmaker, 
The reels were all on the job this 
time for the second Maine fire. And 
the Embassy didn’t forget to work 
in some more army recruiting mate 
ter, Michigan’s tulips, and Dixie’s 
cotton jubilee. 

An important Embassy clip was 
the F-H rehearsal of how Mussoe 
lini’s 20 airships will find their way 
to the World's Fair. Waly. 


ee 





dismantling of shanties of the jobe 
less in New York. 

A miniature submarine, capable of 
carrying one person, and some 
Georgia chipmunks feeding out of 
the bottle were amusing subjects. 

Waly. 





man pictures were put in, but it 
was no go. They gave it up, leav- 
ing their equipment behind. Now 
the owners can’t rent the house and 
they’ve been facing what looks 
pretty sure to be a dark summer. 
Through a series of circumstances, 
however, they have become inter- 
ested in a German film distributing 
company. This company bought a 
lot of pictures just before Hitler got 
rampant and American Jews and 
others decided not to patronize Ger- 
man films. So the partners, four of 
them, found themselves with an 
empty theatre on their hands, plus 
a lot of negative that they couldn’t 
rent. Hence, the Vanderbilt’s Ger- 
man film policy. 


House is being run on absolute 
minimum basis and costs little. 
Prices are as low as the Yorkville 
German nabes. That’s the manage- 
ment’s hope; that the Germans in 
Yorkville will come over te Broad- 
way for a quarter, 


The only difficulty is that German 
films in the U. S., including New 
York, have always been patronized 
by an average of about 70% Jews. 
These Jews simply won’t go any 
more, or most of them won’t. Ger- 
man-Americans have never been, 
and are not now, good picture cus- 
tomers. And the Vanderbilt’s sole 
hope is to arouse enough of them to 
come across, 


The stage now is figured to at- 
tract Germans. The Friedricus 
band, led by Hans Fredhoven, con- 
sists of 28 men. They’ve hecome 
pretty popular via a weekly broad- 
cast over WOR every Sunday after- 
noon. This is the first time they’re 
showing on a stage. All good musi- 
cians but a bit nervous when caught 
opening day. All wind and reed in- 
struments, but they have tempo and 
control. Dressed in Frederick the 
Great age costumes, they made a 
nice appearance on the Vanderbilt 
stage and got their numbers over 
nicely. 

Senta Cordel is the other item, 
her number being used in the center 
of the band concert and in front of 
the bandsmen. She’s a comedienne 
and dancer, working entirely in 
German. Pretty good, and the cus- 
tomers liked her, although her ma- 
terial is restricted to German audi- 
ences. 

That’s not much of a stage show, 





perhaps, but it’s the first profes- 
sional stage show in any foreign 
film house in this country. It has 
some b.o. allure, and it adds up to 
good value at the scale 

Question is whether the operators’ 
optimism on the matter of waking 
up some German business will get 
anywhere Kau. 





we 


New York, May 18. 


PARAMOUNT, N. 


Stage presentation does nicely 
enough for its type. Hasn’t any. 
strikingly novel production ideas, 


but it does marshall its materials in 
showmanly and interesting manner. 
Bill is without ‘names’ in the sense 
of recently Broadway deluxe 
splurges. It is modestly and simply, 
staged with a fair amount of pro- 
duction background, always ade- 
quate and in good taste without 
spilling over on the Christmas tree 
technique of decoration. 


Opens with Roberts Bros., radio 
trio of novelty harmonizers and in« 
strumentalists, featuring freak vo« 
cal tricks in the Mills Bros. manner, 
Opening the stage show put them 
rather in a spot for three men work- 
ing straight in style and grouped 
around a microphone. Freak har- 
monies, however, got them a good 
share of return for their routine of 
pops and giee-club standards. 


News reel breaks into the pres<« 
entation here, together with a gene 
erous collection of trailer material. 
The announcement of the next ate 
traction, ‘International House’ (Par), 
is neatly made with flashes of ac- 
tion and moderate ure of the usual 
superlatives. 

Stage show resumes with an en- 
semble bringing on eight boys in 
addition to 16 girls in the line and 
nine show girls posed on a back 
elevation. Makes a first-rate flash 
of people and the girls, group spon- 
spored by Bob Alton, who also is 
credited with the production. Girls 
are spirited and full of bounce, and 
their stepping numbers fill in an 
excellent background for a series of 
specialty interpolations. Set for the 
first number is a double row of 
mammoth books like a_ library 
shelf, with the book backs opening 
for the posing girls. Boys sing an 
indifferent number that carries the 
book idea in lyrics. 

Drop down in ‘one’ for a tap spe= 
cialty by three girls billed as the 
California Redheads, mixing taps 
with a lot of acrobatic winging and 
challenge routines blended with 
acrobatics. Fairly lively number. 

The Swifts succeed in the forward 


groove with their dexterous club 
juggling and dazzling passing, all 
nicely mixed with quiet comedy, 
done in a mild parlor manner, with- 
out the use of a grotesque clown 


and a neat twist to a comedy forme 
ula. 


James Melton, personabie tenor, 
does a straight singing number ina 
pleasing manner Nice appearance 
of the singer and a trim style of 

(Continued from page 19) 














| 


2s 
or 
'® 
18 


ig 
n 


Le 


S.A ewe ae e VY err et GY 'etirwrwrti ww 


—_ 














Tuesday, May 23, 1933 


FORM REVIEWS. 








VARIETY 


15 





.——_ 





| Talking Shorts 





STOOPNAGLE and BUDD 
‘Sky Symphony’ 
With Lanny Ross, Loomis Twins, 

Rio Bros., Merrill Abbott Dancers 
13 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 
WB Vitaphone No. 1477-8 

A long-winded short, below the 
standard of the recent Warner Vita- 

hone shorts’ releases which seem to 
have attained a new standard. 
Having lots of talent to work with, 
it’s a hodge-podge, probably con- 
fused and handicapped chiefly by the 
multiplicity of talents. Stoopnagle 
and Budd, the stellar pair, evolve 
into stooges to permit the rest of the 
variety talent to do its stuff. They 
include Lanny Ross, Loomis Twins, 
Rio Bros., and the Abbott Dancers, 
ef which the first two, as with the 
Stoop-Budd combo, likewise have 
something of a radio rep. 

Roy Mack staged and Jack Hen- 
ley (fvom the fleeting credits) were 
names icaught as director and au- 
thor. They endeavored to trick it 
up with a little cartoonic interpola- 
tion, such as having the sun and 
the moon argue it out as to which is 
the more important. Against this a 
*Spell of the Moon’ theme song is 
the underlying vocal motif, going 
from an oasis scene into a rain 
finale. 

Camera angles on the group of 
femme dancers are good, and some 
of the staging effects are novel, but 
the sum total fails to jell > Nae 

et. 


*HEAR ’EM AND WEEP’ 
Musical Novelty 
18 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Columbia 

In this release of the Lambs’ Club 
geries, the subject matter goes musi- 
cal and with satisfactory results. 
First-run calibre. 

Julia Sanderson and Frank Crum- 
it head those taking part. Whole 
idea is built around a woman’s 
yearning for the songs of long, long 
ago, when everything was so peace- 
ful-like. Novelty angle brought out 
in a lot of numbers in a saloon set- 
ting, with a free-for-all fight figur- 
ing as among the peaceful things 
that happened when ‘Won't You 
Play Croquet?’ ‘If Jack Were Only 
Here,’ ‘Banks of Wabash’ and others 
were popular. 

Majority of laughs short contains 
eccur in the final saloon scene. Par- 
ticularly funny is the pantomime of 
the mugg who makes a trip to a 
male’s sanctuary after each beer. 
Repetition of this finally builds it to 
laugh heights. 

Crumit does a song-plugger in a 
gtore and has various numbers done 
for the old lady customer, action 
eutting to scenes in carrying out 
songs. For ‘Croquet,’ Crumit and 
Sanderson are together on a croquet 
eourse. 

Alexander Gray sings one at a 
piano, ‘Put on Your Olé Gray Bon- 
net,’ but fails to make his usual 
good impression. 

Short is well 
graphed and recorded. 


produced, photo- 
Char. 





*DADDY KNOWS BEST’ 
Sennett Comedy 
Walter Catlett 
20 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Paramount ; 

Old hoke in a fresh dressing. 
Walter Catlett and a_ sprightly 
company of young people hold up 
bromide situations with a good deal 
of slap-stick vigor. 

Catlett is the stern father who 
forbids giddy daughter (Joyce 
Compton) t@ go on a wild party. 
She goes anyhow and, in pursuit, 
dad finds himself in a _ strange 
woman’s flat minus his trousers, 
just as the husband returns unex- 
pectedly. 

¥rom there it’s a comedy chase 
and knockabout, with daughter’s 
boy escort saving the old man from 
exposure and squaring everything. 
Average two-reeler. Rush, 


‘PIRATE ISLES’ : 
Magic Carpet Series 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 

Fox 

Except for photography, ‘Pirate 
Isles,’ a short about the West In- 
dies, contains nothing that has not 
been seen before. 

Getting something different would 
be difficult because the West Indies 
during the past few years have 
been cameraed almost as much as 
Broadway. The Carpet’ version, 
however, is unquestionably the best 
of all the camera jobs. Waly. 


BALI 
Travelog 
8 Mins. N.Y 

alace » we 
. * “Van Beuren-RKO 

This appears to be a cut-down 
from a full-length picture which was 
hustled out last summer in a vain 
endeavor to tail onto the ‘Goona’ 
rush. Little goona in this, with the 
rice fields and the native funeral 
getting the major footage. 

Straight travelog stuff with the 
running comment dry and without 
point. Just something to kill eight 
Winutes on a program. Chic. 











BOBBY JONES (No. 3) 
‘Hip Action’ 
Strand, N. Y. 
WB Vitaphone No. 5821 

Third in the series of Bobby Jones’ 
second series for Warner Bros., this 
one is devoted to ‘Hip Action.’ As 
with the predecessors, WEB stock 
company people fill in to dress up 
the technical exposition. wy. & 
Fields is the doubting Thomas in 
this series, with Warner Oland also 
recognized on the links, as Jones 
shows ’em how. 

The hip thing is a more technical 
nicety and doesn’t have the popular 
mixed audience appeal, but the new 
penchant for contrasting cinema- 
tography presents it showmanly 
enough. Runs only 7 minutes, which 
helps further. Abel. 


‘TEMPLE OF HEAVEN’ 
Scenic 
8 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Imperial 

Of the ‘Port o’ Call’ series pro- 
duced by William M. Pizor. Would 
pack for interest if not so long and 


on the narrative had better buildup. 
Unimportant as filler, likely to be 
found in few houses of the May- 
fair’s prestige. 

Background is in and around 
Pieping, including sacred temples, 
bridges built by former rulers, etc. 

Condition of print seen here not 
up to standard. Char. 





I Cover the Waterfront 


United Artists production and release. 
Directed by James Cruze. Features Clau- 
dette Colbert and Ben Lyon. Based on 
Max Miller’s book of same title. Adapted 
by Wells Root, with added dialog by Jack 





Jevne. Ray June, photog. At Rivoli, 
N. Y. for grind run May 17. Running 
time, 72 mins. 

Tulle Eiiric...cccwccccses Claudette Colbert 
Joseph Miller. .coccssccceeseeeees Ben Lyon 
Hli Kirk....cccocscccess..mrnest Torrence 
BMeCey ccccesece eeeee-Hobart Cavanaugh 
Ortegus .....6 cceccccecesss Maurice Black 
Old Chris... ececcees--Harry Beresford 
John Phelps........ eeenecees Purnell Pratt 


Rather than an adaption of the 
Max Miller book, this is a home- 
made studio yarn carrying the orig- 
inal’s title. Besides having its own 
literary background the title is at- 
tractive and should draw attention. 
That advantage for this moderately 
entertaining picture should result in 
fair boxoffice returns. 

The scenario constructed around 
the title by Wells Root is trite and 
over-laden with the good old ‘situ- 
ation’ school boloney, but the set- 
tings are picturesque, the photog- 
raphy exceptional and the three 


central characters interesting in 
general, despite they’re not always 
naturally motivated. 

The late Ernest Torrence has the 
meat part and his performance isin 
keeping with the standard he had 
set for himself. A pretty tough as- 
signment they gave him, one in 
which it was necessary to capture 
sympathy in face of the worst sort 


of opposition from the script. He'll 
be sorely missed on the screen. 
Around Torrence’s Eli Kirk a 


deep sea skipper and smuggler who 
has few scruples, excepting those 
concerning his daughter, the sce- 
narist has built a fable that man- 
ages to keep some of Max Miller's 
waterfront reporting color alive, but 
much of it is accomplished by the 
exaggeration route. Ben Lyon, as 
the reporter, is still another legman 
who calls his editor names on the 
phone and in the office, but holds 
his job anyway. For years he’s been 
promising a sensational expose on 
Kirk’s activities and finally he de- 
livers. Kirk is caught while land- 
ing Chinamen inside shark skins. 

Meanwhile Lyon and Claudette 
Colbert, Kirk’s unsuspecting daugh- 
ter, carry on a hot love affair, in- 
cluding a night at Lyon’s apartment, 
with the customary breakfast in the 
a. m. Lyon originally intended to 
get Kirk through his daughter, but 
he falls in love, which is a cinch to 
see in advance, as is the finish. 

During one of the early sea chases 
by the reporter and the coast guard, 
Kirk disposes of the Chinese evi- 
dence by tossing the fellow over- 
board. When the body is acciden- 
tally recovered the reporter brings 
it to his office, lays it down on a 
desk and presents it to the editor 
as the basis for a story. It’s not a 
very appetizing sequence. 

The dialog now and then gets 
rough, but not when the time isn’t 
ripe, for there are some situations 
that demand strong chatter. It’s part 
of a first-rate production job, taking 
in all tech departments, Ray June's 
photography is largely responsible 
for much of the effectiveness. When 
nothing much is happening there is 
usually a nice background. 

Hobart Cavanaugh is dragged in 
for no reason, but the laughs he 
snares square the intrusion. Mau- 
rice Black gets full value out of a 
seaman character bit, going out in 
a death scene after a shark grabs 
one of his legs, reminiscent of ‘Ti- 
ger Shark,’ Bige. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘| Cover the Waterfront’ (UA). 
Free adaptation of the Max 
Miller book. Combination of 
title, picturesque background 
and three good performances, 
especially by the late Ernest 
Torrence, should offset inferior 
story for favorable business. 
Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon 
featured. 

‘Cheating Blondes’ (Equit- 
able). Misleading title for an 
ordinary murder mystery that’s 
better than average independ- 
ent work. Can stand alone out- 
side the A kouses in a pinch. 

‘Girl in 419’ (Par). Gang 
background for hospital ro- 
mance. Dull lead-up to a brisk 
surprise dramatic finish. Cast 
of standard names, but no real 
marquee draw. Less than fair 
release. ‘ 

‘Soldiers of the Storm’ (Col). 
Action story of conventional 
pattern with Regis Toomey and 
Anita Page. For the ‘B’ houses 
and down the line. 

‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB). Best 
Cagney in some time, and a 
certain clicker except, possibly, 
for the _ south, Should get 
above average returns with 
plenty of selling ideas in this 
theme. 

‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor 
and Henry Garat, new French 
juve, in screen operetta. Too 
Graustark in its airiness and 
not overly strong prospects 
outside the Gaynor strong- 
holds. 

‘Cougar’ (State rights). In- 
teresting record of a mountain 
lion hunt with particular lure 
to kids. Includes capture of 
other animals and_=e snakes. 
Likely box-office away from 
big first-runs. 

‘Wives Beware’ (Regent). 
British made quota picture 
that has a couple of cast names 
but nothing to back it. Pinch 
hitter .for the small ones. 

‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox). A 
Dunn-Eilers yarn, cut to fit. 
Against a department store 
background and clean for a 
change. Fair entertainment. 

‘Forgotten’ (Chesterfield). 
Minor indie meller. 

‘Trailing North’ (Mono). Bob 
Steele picture below his stand- 
ard. Will barely get over in 
western spots. 

















CHEATING BLONDES 


Equitable production and release. Fea- 
tures Thelma Todd. Directed by Jos. 
Levering. Story by Gertie James. Adap- 
tation and dialog, Lewis B. Foster, Islen 
Auster; J. A. Duff, asst. dir.; Jas. 5S 
Brown, Jr., camera; Lee Zahler, music; 
Dwight Caldwell, editor; Chas. Franklin, 
sound. At the old Roxy, N. Y., week May 
19. Running time, 61 mins. 








Anne Merrick........ eeveveds Thelma Todd 
Elaine Manners....sesceseeess Thelma Todd 
Lawson Rolt...... ees--ROlfe Harold 
POMS. ccveseercveenre ecoceeee- Inez Courtney 
‘Mike’ Goldfish...... sevceescmnton Wallis 
Mrs. Jennie Carter. .cccecsesss> Mae Busch 
Gilbert Frayle.....scccecss: Earl McCarthy 
Lite cccccvcccecess ercecce Dorothy Gulliver 

Rather better made than the usual 
independent product, though the 
photography is uncertain. Picture 


seems to depend more on its title 
and a generous display of Thelma 
Todd than upon its plot develop- 
ment and dialog, but the plct is fre- 
quently provided with a neat twist 
and the story holds some interest in 
spite of a draggy development. It 
runs only 61 minutes, but seems 
longer. 

It’s the familiar newspaper re- 
porter who is a better detective 
than he is a newspaperman. But 


here he’s not drunk all the time, 
and instead of trying to help the 
girl he seeks to pin a crime on her 
because she has refused his pro- 
posal of marriage. His eventual 
discomfiture forms a brisk and well- 
directed finish. In its other angle 
it is the twin sisters again, with 
one suspected of a murder and the 
other a cabaret star. The fugitive 
takes the star’s place, while the lat- 
ter goes away to have a baby, but 
she doesn’t fool the reporter. 

Cabaret atmosphere gives the ex- 
cuse for a lot of leg stuff that may 
help the draw with the men, and 
Miss Todd is as pictorial as ever, 
walking through a tense role with- 
out great credit but well enough to 
get by. Gilbert Frayle, as the love 
interest, has little to do, most of the 
work falling to Miss Todd, with the 
rest given to Rolfe Harold, who 
makes a forceful and acceptable re- 
porter in spite of his professional 
bloodthirstiness. Milton Wallis does 
well with one of those nervous 
theatrical managers who have been 
written into films ever since Harry 
Green clicked in his first agent role. 
Inez Courtney is a standout in a 
minor spot. 

Backed up with a good supporting 
show, it can jusst about brush by 
without doubling billing. Better dia- 
olg might have put this a couple of 
points up. tha 





GIRL IN 419 


B. P. Schulberg production and Para- 
mount release. Directed by George Somnes 
and Alexander Hall. Story by Jules Furth- 
man; adaptation by \VJoifson, Allen Rivkin 
and Manuel Sefft. Features James Dunn 
Gloria Stuart. David Manners and Jack 
LaRue. Cameraman, Kar! Struss At the 
Paramount, N. Y.. week May 19. Running 
time, 65 mins 
Ea. Bee OO sce 0nseseseunter James Dunn 
 EPEMIs sc nsescceoeecees Gloria Stuart 
Eas; DOMGI ys cacccesoacceves David Manners 
DE gS William Harrigan 
BOG BeememOccceceestocecescen Shirley Grey 
POE Veer Terr ree -Johnny Hines 
SAMMY... ccccecseeccccsccvccccesss Jack LaRue 
OREO ..0 cies ecw pescedeccccesecece Vince Barnett 
Pe Giiccaadeecudencoses Kitty Kelly 
Bs . SE anecevévebvesess Clarence Wilson 





A routine story and production 
with no special pull. One of those 
pictures that they may go to be- 
cause they're going to a picture 
anyhow. Nothing to talk about 
afterward and nothing to provoke 
interest beforehand. In short, just 
another relvuse. 

Split director credits suggest 
problems in the making and a view- 
ing of the subject confirms that in- 
ference. Sixty-five minutes of foggy 
episodes, more than half of it la- 
bored preparation, and then a fairly 
brisk finale for a blended theme of 
hospital romance and gang warfare. 
A cast of 15 names is the tip-off for 
this scattered tale. Main thread is 
simple enough, but it has been so 
bolstered and propped with atmos- 
phere and comedy incident that it 
becomes obscured. Dialog is brutal 
in its stilted stiffness, and James 
Dunn gets whole mouthfuls of 
pompous lines. Picture nets this 
lad some of the worst acting in his 
brief screen career. 

It takes the better part of half an 
hour to plant the narrative, and an- 
other 15 minutes to get it in stride. 
By that time there's nothing left but 
a finish. Surprise solution of many 
complications is neat enough, but 
not sufficiently striking to make up 
for those long stretches that have 
gone ahead. 

Dunn is a brilliant hospital sur- 
geon, given to light flirtations with 
the nurses under his direction. 
What the lady-killing angle adds to 
his romantic appeal doesn’t appear 
on the surface. Fairly early in the 
proceedings he’s called to a hotel 
card game killing on the ambulance, 
and discovers from lip rouge on a 
cigaret that a woman was in the 
room, 

Story starts all over with the ar- 
rival of a woman of mystery at the 
hospital, the victim of a street beat- 
ing. Next reel or two devotes itself 
to elaborating on how the doctor 
saves her life and falls in love with 
her, and then enters the gang leader 
who uses Many words and much 
strong-arm acting to develop a 
character as an art connoisseur 
which has nothing vital to do with 
the plot. He uses political influence 
to have the beautiful stranger dis- 
charged from the hospital so that 
he and his thugs may put her on the 
spot. Body of the tale has to do 
with the surgeon’s counter-plots to 
keep her safe, and bit by bit it is 
hinted that she knows about that 
card-game murder. These things 
are along intricate separate lines 
with much interpolated comedy 
dealing with Vince Bartnett, as an 
orderly, and the efforts of various 
internes to make the nurses and the 
telephone girl. Another story thread 
is laid down. David Manners is a 
new interne befriended by the hero, 
one of those shadowy superfluous 
characters who has to be kept in 
sight all along because he supplies 
motivation later on, 

Gangster gets himself conveyed to 
the hospital by a trick in order to 
avoid being rubbed out by rival 
racketeers, and Manners solves the 
difficulties of the heroine’s peril by 
giving him poison and reporting that 
he was dead when he arrived. This 
quick surprise denouement is in- 
genious and neatly turned. If the 
way up to if had been made as In- 
teresting it would have been a first- 
class picture. 

Technical production is of the first 
order. Separate episodes are briskly 
played, but the whole thing doesn’t 
jell. Characters don’t convince, the 
motivation is implausible, and the 
illusion is not created, Rush. 





| Natalie 





Soldiers of the Storm 


Fea- 

Di- 
Story by 
Charles Con- 


Columbia production and releaae. 
tures Regis Toomey and Anita Page. 
rected by D. Ross Lederman. 
Thomson Burtis; adaptation, 
don; dialog, Horace McCoy; photography, 
Teddy Tetzlaff; recording, George Cooper 
At Mayfair, N. Y¥ week May 17. Run- 
ning time, 68 1 
Bra Z ROOOON, «ics es bedecebet Regis Toomey 

aint - ene .--Anita Page 
Waitress..........Barbara Weeks 
g Ellis 


seasons oe AE NS 
Moran t 
Geor Se pasated vines tesawa Wheeler Oakman 
‘senha wnadeeeeees Barbara Barondess 
Chuck Bailey. ..cccccces DOU ey Robinson 
WUD) é0 cits sade souuice dale George Cooper 
CON ceNSen woke cébes cal Arthur Wanzer 


0686s c¥SG6 0 eeebSes Henry Wadsworth 





This time Regis Toomey is a conv 
of the border patrol for ‘B’ theatres. 
In this case he’s also a stunt flier, 
as a means of cloaking his identity, 
and every time it appears picture 
needs some action the camera takes 
to the air. The stunts all look alike, 
and if audiences don’t tire of the 
story and its colorless dialog they'll 
surely tire of so much airplane stuff, 
A ; secondary theatre attraction 
which can’t look for special atten- 
tion at the box-office. 

Activities of a ring of smugglers 
form the background of the story. 
Daughter of a local politician, who 
becomes involved in ring’s opera- 
tions, and Toomey supply the love 
interest. It might have been de- 
veloped for better results were not 
the dialog job so disappointing. 

Plus the flying, action comes from 
several murders and menaces piled 
up in the path of Toomey and an- 
other woman who the smugglers 
want to get rid of. But Toomey 
Saves her in his work of getting the 
bunch in behalf of the government, 

Locale jumps back and forth, ex- 
Plaining all the takeoffs and land- 
ings, between some spot in the 
States and hideout of racketeers in 
Mexico. 

Anita Page is the girl. Next in 
importance to Miss Page is Barbara 
Barondess, who also makes a good 
impression, especially standing out 
in a drunk sequence. Char. 


PICTURE SNATCHER 


Warner Bros Production and 
b release. 
sass James Cagney. Directed by Lloyd 
acon, From an original by Danny 


Ahearn; screen play, Allen Rivk 
P. J. Wolfson; dialog, Ben teh. 
camera, Sol Polito. At Strand, N. ¥Y.. 
peek May 17. Running time, 70 mins. * 
tee Lit Th eee James Cagney 
atricia.. cesses Tey OE te Patricia Ellis 
ce rane Videceeeasn Alice White 
I eo bevseves Ralph Bellamy 
Casey Nolan.........Robert E. O’Connor 
$i cecoaen Ceerssens Geo. Pat Collins 
ues PREP TET vivre rr? Tom Wilson 
Jerry vt Héen eben Cornesescvass Ralf Harolde 
SOUR. vcivedkedewe eee eae Robert Barrat 





Sturdy boxoffice timber and cer- 
tain to do better than par right 
down the line. Only possible excep- 
tion is the south, Cagney’s weak 
area. 

In truth, this exposition isn’t far 
removed from the gangster genera. 
Plenty of shoot-’em-up stuff, in- 
cluding some strong-arming and 
roughhouse tactics, this time in the 
guise of a technically legal and sym- 
pathetic cause—that of getting pic- 
tures of a woman being electro- 
cuted, a crazy fireman shooting it 
out with the cops, and the like. 

Cagney is a reformed hoodlum 
just out of stir after a three-year 
stretch. His yen to work on 4 
newspaper finds him getting impos- 
sible pictures for a scurillous tab, 
— N. Y. ‘Graphic-News,’ so identi- 
ed. 

Among the highlights are the 
Ruth Snyder take-off from the N. Y 
‘News’ stunt in lensing that Sing: 
Sing execution via an ankle-strapped 
miniature camera. The crazy fire- 
man shooting it out with the cops 
also harks back to a sensational tab- 
loidized build-up in which a kié¢ 
New York yegg figured notoriously 

Dominating it all—so much so that 
several loose ends are conveniently 
giossed over—is Cagney. He takes 
full advantage of the fly, crisp lines 
and situations, and a couple of tht 
situashes are not Sunday school 
It’s all sex stuff. A moll and 4 
double-dealing sobbie are the femmys 
pursuers, while Cagney is chasing 
the honest cop’s daughter. The ag 

(Continued on page 19) 








The Woman’s Angle 





‘| Cover the Waterfront’ (UA). 


Primarily a man’s picture, yet offer. 


ing a hard-boiled romance and suspenseful, sympathetic story for youn; ; 
ladies adventurous enough not to disregard the title. 





‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB). 


James Cagney present, but for the womes 


the story is too intent on rough stuff and its love interest doesn’t click 


‘Adorable’ (Fox). 


Although this ponderous sweetness will make the 


restless younger generation fidgety, Janet Gaynor again is the pet of the 


middle-aged ladies. 
curate tip-off to the picture. 


Ladies who can accept the title will find it an ac- 





‘Girl in 419 (Par). 


Cross-section of an emergency hospital. 


Over- 


board on details and supplementary characters which weaken the dramatic 


outline. 


Just so-so femme interest. 





‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox). 


Dunn-Eilers combo have their troubles. Cheer- 


less realism, complicated by an incredible meller villain, creates too much 


of a femme entertainment handicap. 





‘Cheating Blondes’ (Equitable). 


3eauteous Thelma Todd not the type 


to get the ladies feeling sorry for her. 





‘Peg O' My Heart’ (M-G). 
clean. 
know too much, 


Slow and old-fashioned, 
A pleasing enough musical romance for those matrons who don't 


but sweet and 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Big Svensk Bally 
Stockholm, 

An original and very effective ex- 
plointation stunt was put over by 
the Warner Bros. representative in 
Sweden in connection with the 
premiere of ‘I Am a Fugitive from 
a Chain Gang’ at the Palladium 
here. After the first showing of this 
picture the American Consul Gen- 
eral in Sweden expressed to the 
Warner representative his dissatis- 
faction of the picture and consid- 
ered it a disgrace that an American 
picture should gave the Swedes 
such a wrong impression of condi- 
tions in America. The Consul Gen- 
eral was so annoyed that he even 
threatened to privately cable Amer- 
ica in order to have the picture 
stopped, but of course did not in- 
tend making a formal protest, 
which he had no authority to do. 

However, the Warner representa- 
tive at once brought the matter to 
the attention of the leading daily 
papers in Stockholm with the re- 
sult that the paper gave a front 
page story of the incident on the 
following morning with the Consul 
General’s picture and everything. 
In consequence, the other daily pa- 
pers also gave abundant publicity 
on the picture. ‘Fugitive’ has at- 
tracted unusual attention and pri- 
son conditions are generally dis- 
cussed in the papers. 

All papers agree that ‘Fugitive’ 
is one of the best pictures that has 
ever come out of America, and they 
give emphasis to the fact that 
whenever the Americans want to, 
they can make real honest to good- 
ness pictures. ‘Fugitive,’ in its third 
week at the big Palladium, is 
booked for second-runs in five lead- 
ing picture theatres in Stockholm. 





Airplane Horse 


There are some sections where a 
horse is more of a novelty than an 
airplane these days. An airplane 
horse might be worth trying on 
some flying picture. It probably 
will get more attention and is al- 
most certain to crash newspaper 
art where the local paper has its 
own cameramen, 

A light framework is made of 
willow or split rattan to suggest 
the airplane fuselage with the 
cockpit where the saddle belongs 
and the propeller omitted unless 
the horse is guaranteed runaway- 
proof. The streamline tail extends 
beyond the horses rump and 
shortened wings are provided. 

The horse is ridden by a man in 
aviation costume, sitting in the 
cockpit and, it is a good plan to use 
a pair of suspender loops from the 
plane over his shoulder. Where the 
plan is to use the plane only twice, 
it may be covered with paper, but 
a light cloth will permit reuse or 
a selloff to some other theatre. It 
should be shaped and painted to 
look as much like a plane as pos- 
sible, and then lettered for the at- 
traction. 





Stars the Cooler 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Lloyd Townes, Paramount man- 
ager, in a hookup with Robert 
Raney of the Montgomery ‘Adver- 
tiser,’ got a full page, carrying ad- 
vertising about the cooling system, 
and at the same time inviting the 
public to make a careful personal 
inspection of the plant. 

Every day since the newspaper 
notice was given, Paramount offi- 
cials have been visited by their pa- 
trons for a tour of the theatre, and 
extra help has been needed to ac- 
commodate the demands of the pub- 
lic along this line. 

The ‘Advertiser’ took occasion to 
comment favorably on the cooling 
system, and also carried similar ex- 
pressions from various merchants. 
The refrigeration operation at the 
theatre is in charge of Dave Vazis. 


Thought of Mother 


Academy of Music, N. Y., is al- 
ways up and coming. It has to be 
to survive in a tough spot. Just 
for example, it gave a thought to 
mother on Mother’s Day. They are 
strong for mother down on 14th 
St. when they are reminded of her, 
so the house did the reminding. 

Put a telegraph operator in the 
lobby the few days before to take 
wires to dear old mother, all on a 
strictly cash basis and no ‘collect’ 
foolin’. 

It also worked what seems to be 
a permanent hookup to a hat com- 
pany giving one of the customers a 
straw lid on the last night show 
the day horse fodder hats get ripe. 








A Ringer 
Mexico City. 
Exploitation stunt which clicked 
loudest and longest in these parts 
for many a moon was that staged 
by Mexico Latino Films Co. as pub- 
licity for its first made in Mexico 
‘talker’ drama, ‘Sobre Las Olas’ 
(‘Over the Waves’), 


featuring the 





folk were treated to emotions rang- 
ing from amazement to fear by the 
prolonged ringing of all the bells of 
the Cathedral of Mexico, a 400-year- 
old temple, the other evening. As 
this was the first time in nearly a 
century that the Cathedral’s bells 
have all been rung after sundown, 
newspapers and police were deluged 
with phone calls as to how come? 

Cops investigated and caught 
crew of bell-ringers redhanded. As 
they were getting ready handcuffs 
for the ringers, head ringer dis- 
played a civic permit granted the 
movie production company to tickle 
the bells in honor of the premiere 
at a local cinema of its picture. 
Story made the front pages of all 
local public prints. 


Rain Checks 


Small town house has a deal with 
the local ball club which gives night 
ball games to print up the back 
of the rain checks, ‘This rain check, 
if presented at the Gem theatre 
within half an hour after the game 
is called, will entitle you to one 
admission for 15c. You retain the 
check.’ 

Idea is to prevent the stampede 
for home if rain stops the game. Last 
year a check was made and rain 
seldom helped business any, but so 
far this season it makes a differ- 
ence of between 200 and 300 in the 
attendance, which the theatre fig- 
ures as velvet. Might not work in 
all sections, but seems to be worth 
a trial. 








Merged Two 


Manager in a college town with 
a summer session merged two old 
stunts into a new one, last year. 
It’s still good. 

He obtained from the dean the 
names of all students on register 
and sent each a ticket numbered in 
duplicate. Essential copy was 
‘Get acquainted with your fellow 
students. Someone hus a ticket 
with the same number as that you 
hold. Find the mate and the two 
tickets will be honored Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday of this week.’ 

Last year the students were so 
busy matching tickets that they 
broke the ice which frosts the first 
day or two and got acquainted 
quickly. Authorities highly ap- 
proved and the house was asked to 
repeat this year. 


Jig Gag 

An advertising device recently 
brought out suggests an adaptation 
for lobby use to capitalize the still 
prevalent jigsaw idea, 

In the original two circles of 
glass, about 30 inches in diameter 
are mounted in wooden rims and 
sent into a device which alternate- 
ly separates them and permits them 
to come together again. Each disc 
carries about half of the pictorial 
advertising design in the peculiar 
shapes into which jigsaw puzzles 
are cut. When the two discs meet, 
the design is complete. 

For lobby use, one half of a 
jigged poster can be pasted to a 
board and the remainder to the 
glass in such a fashion that the 
design is complete when the disc is 
in its proper place. The disc is 
fastened to a pivot in the center of 
the design. The glass may be stiff- 
ly mounted so that it can be mov-d 
into place or it can be loosely hung 
so that it can be spun, with a tick- 
et to anyone who makes an exact 
match; a pretty safe offer. 





Cage for ‘Cage’ 

Ackie Gill, of Proctor’s, Schenec- 
tady, used a lobby cage for ‘The Big 
Cage.’ It was made of roofing lath 
and dowel, painted black, but it was 
strong enough to confine the cut- 
out animals from the posters on the 
picture, and strong enough, too, to 
bring them back alive the next 
week to see the picture. It will not 
hurt any to put a lion roar in prox- 
imity to the cage to supplye the 
sound effect. The cage can be’ stored 
for use on other pictures. 

Gill also sent around town a 
sound truck to ballyhoo the street, 
presumably to suggest an animal 
cage in the circus. This gag was 
first used on ‘Roosevelt in Africa’ 
and has been going strong ever 
since. 





‘Picture Snatcher’ Bally 


Minneapolis. 

As a bally for ‘Picture Snatcher,’ 
the Lyric took camera shots at ran- 
dom in loop and elsewhere and dis- 
played them on a large board in 
front of the house, with an an- 
nouncement that anybody finding 
their picture among those present 
would be entitled to free admission. 

An irate pedestrian, who was at- 
tracted to the board and noted that 
one of the shots was that of a neck- 
ing incident in his automobile, 
sought out Manager Bob Le Fevre 
in high umbrage. The Lyric man- 
ager ruled snappy shots out hence- 


famous waltz of that name. Towns-! forth. 





School Stuff 


Washington. 

Hardie Meakin has cooked up new 
angle for old tieup with school 
graduations. Got local jeweler to con- 
tribute 10 Gruen watches at $50 per 
in exchange for ballyhoo on screen 
and in lobby. 

Next move was getting supt. of 
schools to o. k, popularity contest 
in all five high schools picking one 
boy and one girl in each. Hooked 
‘Herald’ in to run daily stories and 
coupons as ballots. Students are to 
clip ballots and write name of nom- 
inee on them. Boxes are kept in 


Keith’s lobby for ballots to be 
dropped. One is set up for each 
school. 


Boxes are not inside door. Idea is 
that if they can be enticed inside 
outer lobby most of ’em will drift 
inside anyway. Gets away from 
charge of deliberately trying to 
drag ’em in just to vote. 

Graduation week the ballots will 
be counted. One night will be set 
aside for each school and watches 
presented by civic official. Climax 
is plan to have newsreels make 
shots of each graduating class to be 
shown graduation week at theatre. 


Good Air Stuff 


Paramount has worked out a 
nifty to advertise ‘The Eagle and 
the Hawk’ in the shape of a test 
of a jar-proof watch, one of which 
is to be spilled out of an airplane 
in the ordinary mailing case. Finder 
of the watch can exchange it at the 
store for another, with the one 
dropped used for a. window at- 
tractor. There is also the numbered 
parachute stunt which has been 
used for other pictures. Both are 
good gags, but the dropped watch is 
new, and Par has that all set for 
the exhib, who has only to contact 
with the local handler. 

There are other good gags offered, 
but these two are distinctive and 
should be used if it is at all pos- 
sible to put them over. 





Goes Over | Again 


Criterion theatre, Oklahoma City, 
put over ‘Gabriel’ with the almecst 
forgotten ‘If I were—’ campaign. 
This is an old stunt which was 
evolved on the old Southern Enter- 
prises when Lem Stewart headed 
the exploitation in that section. 

Essence of the gag is to run a 
series of straight type, open letter 
style of ads, each headed with ‘If I 
were—’ and the name of some well- 
known citizen. If the mayor’s name 
is used, the manager, if he were 
mayor, would issue a proclamation 
requiring every adult person to see 
the picture, give the reasons why 





and end up with ‘That's what I 
would do if I were John T. Smith,’ 
or whatever the mayor’s name 
might be. The district attorney 
would require certain types of peo- 
ple to see the picture, and the lead- 
ing minister would preach it from 
his pulpit, etc. 

Best in a small or medium-sized 
place, but it has been worked suc- 
cessfully also in New York. Best 
when used on an uplift or propa- 
ganda story. 





Pays Commission 

Small town man lately hit into 
what's for the moment a gold mine. 
Offers 11 tickets for the price of 10, 
provided they are all used the same 
evening. They must be purchased 
in the afternoon. 

Most trade comes from high 
school boys, mill hands and store 
workers, the salesman getting rid 
of his excess to assure himself a 
free ticket. Payoff is that he buys 
a bunch in the noon hour, with per- 
haps six or eight sold. He has to 
hustle hard to get rid of the re- 
mainder, but he generally does. 
Manager figures that he gets almost 
5% additional business from those 
who are personally talked into 
coming. 

New slant on the game is the 
hostess, who buys a bunch and 
gives them as bridge prizes, javorite 
split being 5, 3 and 2, with the odd 
ticket for the booby. Siunt seems 
to be workable in a number of ways. 





Took an Encore 


Edward Selette, who has been 
jumping around his circuit like the 
rest of the present-day managers, 
landed in Utica lately. He is using 
his pet campaigns, but apparently 
the Colonial is a larger house than 
his previous charges on the same 
circuit, and he is able to do more 
in the way of hustling. 

Recently he picked up the stand- 
ard stunt of a message slip handed 
out by the cashier to all who pur- 
chased tickets, and the idea went 
over so well the first time that he 
took a repeat. It’s an ideal way of 
making patron contact, and he is 
using it to put over to his patrons 
ideas on the house policy that 
would be too long for the usual 
throwaway advertising. In the 
original form the idea was spiung 
to put over a single picture. Selette 
uses it to work more directly for 
the house, the first issue selling the 
idea of a competition for two bi- 
cycles on the vote basis, with a sec- 
ond telling of the large value of- 
fered by the house. Slips are about 
3x7 inches and most of them are 
not only read but passed along. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Montgomery, Ala. 
Eugene Parrish, formerly at State 
in Chattanooga, named manager of 
Strand, succeeding Leon Copeland. 
Fred Barton, temporary manager of 
Strand, goes to Paramount as chief 
usher. 





Reading, Pa. 

Nineteen employees of the Park, 
which closed May 13, have brought 
suit for wages, in some cases for as 
long as four weeks, against Harry 
F. Rahn, trust officer of the Farm- 
ers’ National Bank & Trust Co., as 
nominal defendant. Complainants 
include office employees, musicians, 
ushers and others. 





McDonald, Pa. 

Grand, recently damaged by fire, 
being remodeled and will be re- 
opened this month. 

Capitol, Farrell Pa., acquired by 
Peter M. Pegadiotes, former oper- 
ator of the house. L. J. Frisch and 
A. E. Morrell were in charge of the 
house until recently. Pegadiotes 
also operatess the Colonial here. 

J. S. Rex has reopened the Prin- 
cess, Wausen, O. 

Charles Eagles named manager of 
State, Washington, Pa., a Warner 
first run. 

Milton Smith to Ambridge, Pa., as 
manager of the Ambridge theatre, 
Warner house. 

Portage, one of the largest of 
Akron, O., nabes, reopened under 
new management; had been dark 
for some time. 





Birmingham. 
Steve Fundenburg has taken over 
operation of Imperial, neighborhood 
house at Tarrant City. 





Meridian, Miss. 
The Saenger, reopened recently, 
operated independently. 





Barre, Vt. 

Film theatres have been operating 
in the red for past two months, due 
to a granite workers’ strike, which 
has affected the entire district. 
Numerous battles in downtown 
streets between strikers and troops. 
One large downtown house is s0 
heavily in the red it may close. 





Normally the city rates as one of 
the best show towns in the state. 





Los Angeles. 
J. K. McDonald has taken over 
the Granada, Ontario (suburb), 
which was recently dropped by the 
Fox-West Coast bankruptcy trus- 
tees. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mitchell Fitzer has resumed full 
direction of the Happy Hour, down- 
town repeat house. While inter- 
ested in the house, Fitzer for sev- 
eral years has concentrated on the 
Rivoli here. 

Warners reopened the Avon, Utica, 
after three weeks. 

Transferred from Watertown, 
Bert Albright is the new manager of 
the State, Cortland, N. Y., for the 
Schine interests. His precedessor, 
Walter M. Powers, becomes district 
manager for Schine in Northern 
New York. 





Albany, N. Y. 

Harry Schlinker, formerly of RKO 
Hollywood, Fort Worth, Tex., made 
manager of Grand (pictures). Will 
also do publicity for the house and 
RKO Palace (vaudfilm), Charlie 
Taggart, also of Fort Worth, made 
lobby artist of both theatres, 





Pittsburgh. 

After a two-week fling at third- 
run double features, with three 
changes weekly, Avenue Cinema, 
foreign film site here, has gone back 
to first runs on a gamble with ‘Be 
Mine Tonight.’ 

Warners, with a first call on all 
Universal product locally, turned 
down ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ with U 
selling it to the small-seat Cinema 
for a run on a percentage arrange- 
ment. If it doesn’t click, Avenue 


Hart’s Honeymooners 


Edgar Hart had a chance to u%6 
a vaudeville couple one day recelite 
ly, and put them out to advert ve 
‘When Strangers Marry,’ at the Ma- 
jestic theatre, Columbus. de 
planned better than he realized, for 
a sudden change in the weather 
tended to keep them outdoors, and 
if the picture had not been sold ii- 
tensively it probably would have 
made a bad dip. It cost only $6 
for the people, and he made the 
props. 

They impersonated a pair of s¢ lit- 
conscious newlyweds and their in- 
structions were to act as though 
they were unaware of the atten- 
tion they were attracting; whic 
was where their stage experience 
stood them in good stead. 

Every hundred feet or so they 
would go into a huddle behind a 
large prop fan, the front of which 
was lettered for the attraction. The 
suitcase and bandbox they carried 
were similarly lettered. They gct 
enough attention to cause tie 
‘Ohio State Journal’ to run a pic- 
ture, which helped the second day, 
when they were not on the street. 

For ‘Dangerously Yours’ he col- 
lected on the fact that Warner Bax- 
ter is a local boy. He got out a3 
nice looking sheet about 5% x8, 
with a picture of the star and a 
personal appeal. What seems io 
be a new idea was folding the shee? 
once and then perforating rule on 
the back, which gave the effect of a 
sealed letter. That pulls it out of 
the throwaway class. It means two 
impressions, but it’s worth the 
slight additional cost. 


Have to Hustle 


Tickets to radio listeners whe 
hear their names called in a theatre 
broadcast is nothing new. It’s 
merely as adaptation of the name 
in the classified ad stunt. But the 
newest gag kinks this up somewhat. 
Station makes a_ spot broadcast 
about the show, and at the close 
mentions a single name. Announce- 
ments are made five times during 
the afternoon at hourly intervais. 

New angle is that if John Smith 
is told there’s a ticket for him at 
the four o’clock broadcast, he has toe 
call at the station and pick it up 
before five. It’s a good local gag, 
but the out-of-town listeners should 
also get a break, or the pull is too 
local. 








Plugging Jones’ Shorts 


Hollywood. 

With the co-operation of the L. A 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, I eon 
Levy put on a special midnite show 
at Warners’ Hollywood, Saturday 
(20), to introduced the new Bobby 
Jones series of golf shorts, ‘How to 
Break Ninety,’ to fans of the fair- 
way. 

First two of the new series of six 
headed the program. Several of 
Jones’ last year’s series, ‘How I Play 
Golf,’ were also shown. A number’ 
of local prro golfers made persona 
appearances. 





Hepburn Contest 

Los Angeles 

RKO Hillstreet drew heavy a'r 
plugs over radio station KRKD (or 
the current engagement of Kat?i- 
erine Hepburn in ‘Christopher 
Strong.’ House tied up with the 
ether station for an essay contest 
on why Miss Hepburn might be ex- 
pected to become a great actress, 
with the broadcaster going for it 
strong. Admission tickets were of- 
fered as prizes, with consideranle 
interest aroused and numerous con- 
tributions submitted. 











Cinema may fold for the summer, | 
going back to foreign product in the | 


fall. 





New Orleans. 
Press agent Wolfson of the RKO 
Dallas house succeeding Jack Mc- 
Cully. 
Moise Bloch, p.a. 
engaged to marry Zerlene 
non-pro, in August some time. 


Loew's State, | 
Kahn, | 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 14) 


presentation makes the number 
stand out. Singer works in ‘one,’ 
which is being well used by this 
third number in succession, while 
through the scrim are seen two 
girls presiding at the twin consoles, 
a welcome variation of the formal 
piano accompaniment. 

Also aiding in effect is the blend- 
ing of the Melton interlude into the 
succeeding ensemble, stage lighting 
up behind the scrim during his final 
song, to disclose a pent-house ter- 
race setting with the girls in line, 
prettily costumed in fresh white 
summer frocks for precision rou- 
tines. The line backs up the grace- 
ful and always welcome dance spe- 
cialty of Gomez and Winona, mostly 
tango bits blended with semi-adagio 
and beautifully handled. 

Emil Boreo in here with his fa- 
miliar specialty. Trick hat comedy 
got heavy returns; so did the court- 
ing in many languages and, of 
course, the wooden soldier finale. A 
vigorous comedy number is Boreo’s 
and in the late spot counted on the 
laugh side. 

Finale of the presentation is built 
on Hindoo temple idea, line girls in 
black and white and an acrobatic 
group stripped down to very little 
of anything, doing bends and front 
and back-overs for a lively interval. 
Gloria Gilbert does principal danc- 
ing, good legmania and those start- 
ling spins of hers for a solid click. 

‘Spain’ is the overture, bringing 
back a long list of Spanish pops 
that bear repetition and make a 
melodious collection. Picture is 
‘Girl in 419’ (Schulberg-Paramount). 
Attendace this fine May evening 
(Friday) was little better than half 
capacity downstairs and a mere 
sprinkling in the mezzanine. Rush. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, May 19. 


This should be one of the good 
weeks at the old Roxy. It started 
off well, and in spite of a weak pic- 
ture, which is pretty much the reg- 
ular thing here, it gives value for 
the money. Five turns, of which 
three are non-conflicting comedy, 
with Dave Schooler and the Gae 
Foster Girls tossed in to around 
the 68-minute show. 

Opens with a voice from the an- 
nunciators spieling about’ spring, 
and then Schooler comes up on the 
elevator in the pit for his piano bit, 
this time an original song which he 
puts over nicely. Foster girls in 
red and white checked skirts troop 
on, each with a miniature piano, 


and Schooler goes into a bit with 
but 


them. Minimum of dancing, 
they hold interest without much 
shuffling. 


George and Jack Dormonde next 
in unicycle comedy, with some talk 
that seems to get over surprisingly 


well considering the wide open 
spaces of the wuuditorium. Away 
from the regulation trick bicycle 


turn and mostly funny, with one 
of the men a good comedian, chiefly 
with his abrupt turns. 

Four Mullen Sisters follow with 
some harmonizing which does not 
quite jell. One good alto in the 
bunch would help the turn a lot. 
As is the voices are too high 
pitched and lack color. Nice look- 
ers and variety in the offering, and 
they work to a good hand. 

They go to the platform for their 
last selection and sink out of sight 
as the Foster girls come back for 
their middle number, done in long 
white trains with no skirt fronts. 
Picturesque idea and probably ef- 
fective if and when it broke in, but 
on the third show of the opening 
day they were still stepping on each 
other’s trains or else hurdling them. 
No serious mishaps, but even on the 
Roxy half stage (only back to two 
on account of the orchestra) there 
is no room for 24 of those trains 
and the girls’ feet, too. Vivian Fay 
adds a neat toe dance here, w-:th 
some great pirouettes. 

Barney Grant is offered as a sin- 
gle, but he turns up as a hillbilly 
who has his pa and ma and a cousin 
along. For the popular hit this was 
the mopper-upper, and in large 
proportions. They got a couple of 
insistent bows after they had ap- 
parently run one bit over their am- 
ple allowance, but the audience 
hated to let them go. Secret of the 
hit is that they look and act genu- 
ine. Pa looks like a drawing from 
‘Ballyhoo’ and ma is her own whole- 
some self and a scream in lilac 
tights for a bit of adagio that seems 
to fit in in spite of its alien nature. 
Barney and his cousin do dances, 
with a Spanish by the cousin the 
real highlight of the act. 

To tame them down a_ Dit 
Schooler goes in for an orchestral 
number in which he mixes ‘I Can't 
Give You Anything but Love’ with 
‘Vesta la Guiba,’ a Sousa march and 
another pop, sliding from one to the 
other and back again with an ease 
that made the patrons’ marvel. 
Good work from any angle. This 
gets the audience quiet after the 
rough comedy, and George Givot is 
heralded by the ballet in court male 
dress and enormous pannier gowns. 

The Greek Ambassador was in 
fine fettle and got off to a running 








start with some observations on 
Mother's Day. He can get over 
without the usual recourse to smut 
and still be funnier than the dirt 
dishers. He does his caricature of 
Harry Richman and winds up with 
Donald Novis, with the girls cir- 
cling around him and other acts 
brought up on that hardworked 
piano elevator. It would have been 
more effective to have left out the 
all-on-for-the-finish stuff to con- 
centrate on Givot’s work. It’s what 
the audience did. 

Show is nicely put together to 
get the most effect, and it’s a bill 
that can fit into a symmetrical 
whole. From the stage end it’s a 
better entertainment than bills 
which cost plenty more and yet are 
merely names without continuity. 

Film is ‘Cheating Blondes’ (Equi- 
table), with the newsreel (without 
trailers), Harry Langdon in ‘Knight 
Duty,’ Walt Disney’s ‘King Nep- 
tune’ and a travelog. Business 
good Friday night, with the lower 
floor filled save for the undesirable 
sections and people in both the loge 
and the top shelf. Still coming in 
at nine o'clock. Chic, 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 19. 


Lots of novelty in the current 
stage show. The kind of novelty 
that the eye can encompass and 
that places little strain on the ear, 
which is smart booking for a house 
this size. Parenthetically it may be 
added, however, that quite an army 
of deaf people could enter the Chi- 
cago these days and find locations 
near enough for their needs with no 
great trouble. In other words, biz 
has been kinda punko. 

Seiler and Wills opened cold after 
the newsreel. This is a turn of 
varied talents, all genuine and 
not a stalling or faking moment 
throughout. Man and woman be- 
sides a fine foundation in the fun- 
damentals of acrobatic dancing 
have progressive ideas and were re- 
freshingly different. They came 
very near being the best thing on 
the bill. 

Mitchell and Durant’s gifts for 
hokum have been magnified and, 
like all perfcrmers who survive the 
competition of the passing seasons, 
they branch out. Their present en- 
gagement is making a not too popu- 
lated auditorium laugh like a 
crowded house. 

Keith Clarke’s cigaret manipula- 
tions and the Cardell Twins’ neat 
mirror dance led up to the week’s 
headliner, the Hal Kemp orchestra 
from the Blackhawk cafe. This is 
an intimate band of 10 pieces al- 
ready identified with a distinctive 
style and capable of giving a bal- 
anced and ingratiating performance 
in a_ theatre. Handsome Deane 
Janis, gowned to the nth gasp, sang 
with the band as she does at the 
Blackhawk, but it was her third 
date for Balaban & Katz. Skinny 
Ennis, the drummer, has marked 
himself over the radio by his sing- 
ing and got a solo opportunity that 
would have meant more had the 
number possessed more melody. 

‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) is on 
the screen, and B&K vows that no 
matter how business is, it’s getting 
back to Friday openings next week, 
so this picture is the final choice for 
the eight days. House has been 
opening Thursdays for some five 
weeks. 

Joe Cherniavsky has got the pa- 
trons at this house applauding 
louder than overtures have been ac- 
customed to in a long time. 

Land. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 18. 


Although overboard on talent for 
the second week in a row, with the 
opening stanza running 65 mins., 
Paramount has a stage show that 
rates high in entertainment value. 
Topped by Ben Blue, with a varied 
assortment of stooges, most of the 
diversion runs to comedy, with 
Rube Wolf, as usual, contributing a 
healthy share of the festivities. 

Customary offstage opening an- 
nouncement by the Rube has been 
eliminated, with the opening devot- 
ed to a scene in a train shed, hav- 
ing Wolf and Virginia Verrill pre- 
paring to start on a honeymoon. 
Line girls are revealed for a suit- 
case routine, the bags later being 
illuminated, while Jellybean John- 
son, colored entertainer, does a red- 
cap bit that fills in nicely. Mean- 
while, Rube and Miss Verrill have 
done a little snappy hoofing. 

Drop in ‘two’ is flown to reveal 
the band, and then Johnson, making 
his initial local appearance in sev- 
eral years, warbles and hoofs like 
nobody’s business. His floor crawls 
for a finish wowed the customers, 

Miss Verrill is then introduced by 
Wolf, as a Hollywood high-school 
girl making her stage debut. And 
what an impression this little nov- 
ice makes! She's got a load of per? 
sonality and a peculiar sort of con- 
tralto voice which she knows how 
to handle. 

Keno and Moran are a pair of 
knockabout comics, dancers and 
acrobats who work with ease and 
corner a lot of laffs. They register 
solidly. Rube and the band do a 


-halt his ever getting that photo into 








gressive ‘make’ stuff by the first two 
femme characters may be dubiously 
ogled in some sectors, but just as it 
reaches the peak of the most risque 
potentialities, it is saved by Cagney 
slapping the gals around as a hard- 
to-get guy. One such sequence in- 
cludes a boudoir close-up, dousing 
of lights, with anything but subtle 
palaver, following which Cagney 
scrams out of the bedroom and 
leaves the light lady flat. 

Among the incongruities are such 
details as the irate, honest cop tak- 
ing a pot shot after the picture- 
Snatcher when discovering he's 
courting his daughter. Regardless 
of his ire, that’s no flattery to the 
law. The other detail is how Cag- 
ney manages to get the Sing-Sing 
murderess’ picture back into his 
newspaper shop despite the elab- 
orate plans which had been laid to 


printer's ink. This includes a com- 
bined alliance of all the other 
scooped newspapers and their cir- 
culation depts., along with the cops, 
with mention that a 100-yard cordon 
is thrown around the ‘Graphic-News’ 
plant to intercept Cagney. 

But the general fast tempo cir- 
cumvents such audience introspec- 
tion and analysis, proving that it’s 
a good film if not consistent cine- 
maturgy. 

Along with Cagney is some nifty 
casting. Patricia Ellis, as the in- 
genue, is a recent face with beau- 
coup possibilities. A piquant, youth- 
ful personality, she evidences also 
that she can manage a dramatic 
scene or two when necessary. Alice 
White, as the wise-cracking sobbie, 
is oke if not altogether sympathetic. 
Ralph Bellamy, as the city ed, sort 
of ups the average for male pulchri- 
tude in newspaper circles, but he's 
otherwise authentic throughout. Bar- 
bara Rogers and Rene Whitney, 
frails in bit roles, count, especially 
the former. Ditto Ralf Harolde and 
Robert Emmett O’Connor. 

Story, an original by Danny 
Ahearn, suggests, by the Cagney 
character name of Danny, something 
of an autobiographical import. It’s 
a punchy, meaty yarn, properly pep- 
pered with topical highlights that 
never permit things to sag. The 
adaptors have done well by the story, 
and the original evidently gave them 


more than ordinary opportunities. 
Abel. 


DER FALL ROBERTS 


(‘The Roberts Case’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
Berlin, May 8. 
A Schmidt-Engels production, directed by 


Fox production and _ release Co-stars 
Janet Gaynor and Henry Garat Directed 
by Wilhelm Dieterle Story by Paul Frank 
and RBill‘e Wilder; screen play, George 
Marion, Jr and Jane Storm Music, Wer- 
ner Richard Heymann additional music 
and lyrics Marion and Richard A. Whit 
ing; camera, John Seitz; dances, Sammy 
Lee: sound, Jos. Aiken. At Radio City 
Music Hall. N. Y¥., week May 18 Running 
time, §7 mins. 


Ms «+ case cueus Gateen Janet Gaynor 
Tee SOME BOB. 6 ccccessoses Henry Garat 
Aubrey Smith 


The Prime Minister..... aR 
The Detective..............Herbert Mundin 
The Countess.............Blanche Friderici 
The Prince.ccoccece Hans von Twardowski 





‘Adorable’ is a charming screen 


operetta, but not strong b.o. Its 
most likely commercial potency 
looms from the Gaynor marquee 


following and the exploitation on 
Fox's imported French juve, Henry 
Garat. The picture has selling pos- 
sibilities, but should be sold away 
from the fairy-tale aspects of the 
script. Even the neighborhood fans 
have caught up with the musical- 
comedy kingdom idea. 

Well done in many respects—and, 
in many respects, overdone—the 
pomp and circumstance of the prin- 
cess and the dashing officer out- 
does itself in the Hollywood man- 
might have 


ner. Where royalty 

four flunkeys, Hollywood gives it 
that and, presto! there are 24 in- 
stead. It becomes tiresome after a 


spell, notably that one scene where 
a succession of doors are opened 
until finally the king’s soup reaches 
the prime minister, who, in turn, 
puts on a waiting act all his own 
before it is finally served. 

This Fox re-make is from a Ger- 
man original, first done by Ufa in 
German-French versions under the 
title, ‘Ihre Hoheit Befehlt’ (‘Her 
Majesty Commands’). Title tells 
the story. Taking a _ shine to 
the dashing lieutenant, she ups 
him to a captain, a major, a lieut.- 
colonel, a col., a general, and finally 
a prince. Garat played the French 
version opposite Lilian Harvey (in- 
cidentally also a Fox importee), and 


Willy Fritsch was Kaethe von 
Nagy’s vis-a-vis in the German 
original. 


Fox scrapped the Franco-German 
versions when undertaking this for 
Gaynor and to introduce its im- 
ported juvenile, although the foreign 
versions have played out their ter- 
ritories by now. Furthermore, in 
view of this, ‘Adorable’ becomes 
limited for these markets owing to 
the native-tongued editions preced- 
ing. This Fox deal is similar to 
Warners’ ‘Her Majesty, Love’ 
(Marilyn Miller), likewise an Amer- 
ican remake of a German film, which 
incidentally was also co-authored 
by the same Billie Wilder and di- 
rected by Dieterle. 

Werner Richard’ Heymann’s mu- 
sic becomes incidental with three 





Erich Engels. Screenplay by E. Philippi. 
Featuring Speelmanns, Camilla Spira, E. 
v. Winterstein, P, Henckels, Eug. Rex, 


Ad. v. Schlettow. Atrium release. Run- 
ning time, 75 mins, 
Moderate reception here, with 


fairly average b.o. chance at me- 
dium and small houses. American 
availability little more than ril, un- 
less based on the fact that the sur- 
roundings of a German forester’s, 
being somewhat out of the ordinary, 
might have some appeal. 

It’s a rather conventional treat- 
ment of an old-fashioned type of 
detective story, with hardly an ef- 
fort at characterization and motiva- 
tion, and with practically all the 
suspense and thrills supposed to be 
delivered by the villain creeping out 
of a corner, with a pointed revolver. 
and the hero not noticing him, until 
the very last second. Anyway, there 
are a few tolerable gags and one or 
two surprise twists. 

Speelmanns in the hero part is 
quite good, and so is Camilla Spira, 
most ‘Gretchen’ like of all German 
actresses. Rest of the cast making 
the best of weak parts. 

Most commendable feature of the 
picture is the German village and 
forest background, with quite a 
number of good types. selected 
among the small parts and bits. 





‘Hello’ song number, using tele- 
phones in lieu of the old-fashioned 
bells. 

More heavy comedy when Morey 
Amsterdam appears with his trusty 
‘cello and his bag full of comedy 
gags. His spontaneous comedy is 
corking good entertainment. Max 
Lerner, house fixture, is back after 
several weeks and again warbles 
before the mike, using a background 
of girls in feathery attire for his 
second number. 

Ben Blue has not been on view at 
the Par for some months. He car- 
ries an attractive blonde femme and 
three male stooges whose makeup 
is even more goofy than his own. 
They clown about, and put on a 
blackout sketch that draws plenty 


of laffs. For a finish Blue offers a 
burlesque Russian dance that is 
funny. 


F&M has resurrected the metallic 
ladders against the backwall for the 
finale, using all 18 line girls for a 
series of maneuvers on the rungs 
that never fails to click with the 
pay customers. It’s a sock finish to 
a swiftly-moving show that has 
more than enough of stage diver- 
sion, 

‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par), ‘Road- 
house Queen’ (Sennett), news and 
cartoon on screen, Biz big opening 
mat, Edwa. 





crack numbers by George Marion, 
Jr.. and Dick Whiting displacing. 
They are titled ‘My Heart’s Desire,’ 
‘My First Love to Last’ and ‘Ador- 
able,’ the title song and the most 
likely, although all three are des- 
tined for popularity. This will not 
hurt the film’s chances. The tunes 
are soloed, duetted and _ reprised 
without becoming too blatant save 
in one or two sequences, 

Prime fan interest, apart from 
Miss Gaynor’s own draw, will be 
Garat. The Chevalieresque ballyhoo 
is inevitable, but he’s not a come- 
dian; more of a straight lead who 
sings pleasantly and looks well, al- 
though having no sock according to 
American standards. He suggests 
vague potentialities, but the jury 
will remain out on him until his 
next picture. 

Everything about the production 
is ultra, a bit too much so. There’s 
been no sparing of the purse-strings 
to get over the physical lavishness 
of the royal palace and all its ap- 
“purtenances. Abel. 


YIDISHE TOCHTER 


(‘Jewish Daughter’) 


Quality Film release. No credits avail- 
able. Cast comprises Vilna (Poland) 
Troupe and Yiddish Art Players. Story 
based on novel, ‘Judith Trachtenberg.’ At 
the Thalia, N, Y., week May 12. Running 
time, 75 mins. 


As a picture this is pretty bad, 
but it holds considerable interest 
from a technical standpoint. Despite 
everything it should be good box- 
office in Yiddish nabes throughout 
the country, such audiences being 
notoriously lax in their demands. 

Picture was originally a silent and 
evidently was made quite a number 
of years ago. Vilna Troupe, one of 
the most famous of the Yiddish 
stage combos, turned it out. For 
modern purposes producers obtained 
a half dozen actors from the Yid- 
dish Art Theatre in New York and 
had some _ scenes. reshot. Four 
young people are shown talking and 
one decides to tell the group a story. 
He tells the story of Judith Trach- 
tenberg, the old silent footage then 
being used to portray the story 
while the man’s voice describes the 
action. It’s a sort of talking re- 
porter idea for an actual film story, 
and not a bad hunch for some for- 
eign films. Broken up every once 


° ° PICTURE SNATCHER | ADORABLE PEG O’ MY HEART 
Film House Reviews (Continued from page 15) (With Songs) ae — yee rng p BG eae 


Adapted by Frane 


by Robert Z. Leonard, 
Adams from J, 


ces Marion and Frank R 





Hartley Manners’ play Music by Herbert 
Stothart George Barnes photog, At 
Capitol, New York, week May 19. Rune 
ning time, 86 mins 
Pee se +. ee ....+-Marion Davies 
Jerry Onslow stevens 
ale sé andita he's J. Farrell MacDonald 
Ethel : Juliette Compton 
Mrs. Chichester ..»-Irene Browne 
Alaric ; pépeces -.+.-Tyrreli Davis 
Brent .. sehet sdbboe Alan Mowbray 
Marion Davies in an 86-minute 
musical romance that, despite the 


bountiful trimmings, is just an 86- 
minute Irish monolog. There's 
nothing wrong except that the story 
shouldn't have been usec for pic- 
ture purposes in the first place, 
Coming, as it does, from Miss Da- 
vies it’s liable to hurt. 

The «hole thing is undeservedly 
flattered by an almost perfect pro- 
duction job. Only thing the studio 
omitted was marquee help in the 
supporting cast, which was another 
mistake. It leaves Miss Davies with 
the entire burden. 

Back in 1912 this J. Hartley Man- 
ners play had a two-year run on 
Broadway, with Laurette Taylor 
playing Peg. Despite some strong- 
arm efforts to boost it up to date, 
it remains a whimsical romance of 
the kind that was popular 20 years 
ago, but which has been rehashed, 
rebuilt and painted over many, 
many times since. By now the situ- 
ations are so ancient they've got 
to be carried by the actors and di- 
rector. The theme doesn’t move un- 
der its own power. 

Part of the rejuvenation process 
is inclusion of some music in mod- 
ern tempo. Particularly good is 
‘Sweetheart, Darlin’,” which doubt- 
less will be a hit on its own. There's 
a boy tenor in the musical moments 
who can’t be identified on the bill- 
ing, because the dialog fails to sin- 
gle him out, but he has a pair of 
pipes that no canary would be 
ashamed of. Besides the voice he 
has a style, and should be heard 
from. 

Miss Davies sings, dances, clowns, 
cries, with the brogue always pres- 
ent. The star passes up nothing, 
making it a field day for herself, and 
she’s seldom out of focus. Except 
for a worthwhile modern story, the 
production department supplied 
Miss Davies with every advantage, 

Onslow Stevens as the leading 
man lacks the color needed, his cool 
method and deadpan style being out 
of step with the romantic love affair 
of country lass and city sweetheart. 
Better casting judgment dictated 
the selection of J. Farrell MacDon- 


ald, Irene Browne and _ Juliette 
Compton, all of whom register 
whenever they have anything to 
register with. Bige. 


HOLD ME TIGHT 


Features 
Directed by 
Gertrude 


Fox production and release. 
Tames Dunn and Sally Eilers. 
David Butler. From story by 


Rigdon; adaptation, Gladys Lehman At 
RKO Roxy, N. Y., week May 19. Running 
time, 69 mins. 

Cine eeesdevewe nwscksehe ved James Duna 
Molly... .cccccccccccccccccs ......Sally Eilers 
ce, Se Ft EP Frank McHugh 
OMAR be so hawhbOd0000csecscdcee a June Clyde 
SOON ss arate ev 066 dc bedx% Kenneth Thomson 
Trudie tree roresceseseessee NOP] Francis 
Mary Shane,....... ++++»-Dorothy Peterson 
WN. ov kinda dee cetenéseesious Clay Clement 


To order for the Dunn-Bilers 
team and a fair little programmer 
destined for similar returns. It’s 
every-day romance beset with diffi- 
culties, but clean this time. Small- 
town women should like it. No par- 
ticular punch except a swell fist 
fight. 

Story leads up to the expected 
marriage after which trouble begins 
through hubby losing his job un- 
justifiably at the hands of a store 
detective fixing to rob the place. 





Marital difficulties bring about a 
parting. With both becoming inno- 
cently involved as pawns of the 


store dick, reconciliation is obtained 
for the finish. Naturally the boy 
gets his job back for the happy 
fade. 

Most of the action is in a large 
department store. Dunn is in the 
shipping department, his wife in the 
dress division. Much of the dialog 
means nothing, and in its verbiage 
is written down to the characters, 
including, besides Dunn and Miss 
Eilers, a lazy poolroom hanger-on, 
Frank McHugh, and his store-slav- 
ing wife, June Clyde. McHugh 
hasn't the opportunity here he usu- 
ally gets. Char, 


MORGENROT 
(GERMAN. MADE) 


Ufa production. Leo Brecher release for 


U. S, Directed by Gustav Ucicky. Asse« 
ciate producer, Guenther Stapenhorst; 
6tory, Gerhard Menzel: music, Herbert 
Windt photography, Carl Hoffman. At 


the Little Carnegie, N. Y.. for grind rua, 

May 15. Running time, 80 mins, 
Considerable interest revolves 

around this film because it was the 








in a while to show the lad telling 
the story. Makeup, clothing, direc- 
tion and everything else along 1915} 
lines, 
Man who tells the story 
fine voice and his discourse is in 
telligent and effective Kauf, | 


has aj 





|; well made 


last big picture made by Ufa be- 
fore the Hitler thing broke. Eng- 
land, Holland, Poland and several 
ther countries have barred it on 
its German nationalism and it 
probably won't get much of a wele 
come in the U. S. Rather too bad 
because the picture is intrinsically 


ind an outstanding pro- 
duction. Under normal conditiong 
(Continued on page 21) 
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Morgenrot 
(Continued from page 19) 


ft could be booked without trouble 
into regular American houses de- 
spite its German dialog. But con- 
ditions are not normal for a Ger- 
man picture. 

It’s a submarine picture and from 
several standpoints the finest film- 
ization of the subject yet made. 
Most of the action is in a German 
sub during the war which is even- 
tually sunk. When made, accord- 
ing to report, the film was ex- 
tremely nationalistic in essence but 
the American distributor, contract- 
ing for the film before finished, has 
done considerable shearing and 
switching of sequences with the 
result it emerges as a powerful plea 
against war. Nothing is hurt or 
lost either, 

Climax comes when the sub is 
sunk by a British destroyer. Only 
10 of the crew remain alive in the 
boat. But there are only eight life 
saving devices so all 10 decide to 
die. A German may not know how 
to live,” says one of the sailors, 
‘but he knows how to die.’ Two 
of the lads, however, commit sui- 
cide, releasing the other eight. 
These men are saved. And back 
they go to board another ship for 
more warfare as wives, mothers 
and sweethearts are again left be- 
hind. That's the fadeout. 

Acting, photography, and direc- 
tion are excellent. Submarine stuff 
is exceptionally wel] photographed. 
Best acting {s by Rudolph Forster 
and Adele Sandrock though entire 
cast is well chosen. 

Picture is treated with intelligent 
English superimposed titles. 

It might have been the better 
part of wisdom for the distributor 
to shelve it for six months or so, 


when it could go out and get what 
it deserves. Kauf. 








Drei Tage Mitelarest 


(‘Three Days in Jail’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Producer uncredited, Capital Film release 
for U. 8. Directed by Carl Boese; story, 
B. E. Luethge, Heinz Gordon, Karl Noti; 
camera, Rudolf Lach, Fritz Seeger. At 


the Vanderbilt, N. Y., on grind 
17. Running time, 80 ey » week May 


Burgomaster Hoffman Max Adalbert 
His wife....... Ceececesscecesss- Ada Wuest 
His daughter................Gretl Theimer 


AUZUSLO ...scereecceeceeees- Lucie Englisch 
LIMP ese seseeereeeeeeeee+ Paul Hoerbiger 

UIs Vaehe's 400060 seeececeseesss Paul Otto 
Lieutenant Feldern........ Fred Doederlein 
WPIVORD DUMB c cc vvcccececcan Fritz Schulz 
Private Nowotni...... +e++.-Felix Bressart 





New York censors turned this one 
down about two years ago and have 
turned it down periodically every 
three months since. Now they’ve 
decided, probably because just 
plumb tired, to let it go. Not a bad 
idea. It'll show in two or three 
theatres for a few days, be panned 
all around, lose money and be 
dropped, 

Two years ago it might have been 
a pretty fair German farce for 
nabes. It has a splendid German 
cast, every one of them a featured 
player, and is funny from a Teu- 
tonic standpoint. Too heavy-footed 
for anyone else. Germans don’t 
know how to be naughty amusingly, 
as the French and occasionally the 
Americans do. They leer. 

Story has to do with a maid who 
finds out she’s to be a mother and 
all she knows about the father is 
that he’s a soldier. There's a com- 
pany garrison in town and the rest 
of the picture has to do with try- 
ing to find the father. Some of it 
is very funny, but most of it is 
heavy. Also probably the censor 
shears clipped some of the funniest 
scenes, 

Anyway, German films to get 
anywhere in the U. S. these days 
must be extra good and this one is 
only fair. Kauf. 


EINE LIEBESNACHT 


(‘A Night of Love’) 





(GERMAN-MADE) 

Producer uncredited. Capital release in 
U. S. Directed by Joe May. No other 
credits available. At the 79th St. Play- 
house, N. Y., week May 12 Running 
time, 82 mins, 

ON EE ea Harry Liedtke 
WUE 44 0% 0620000000005 Franscini Albertini 
The Other Woman........ Truus Van Alten 
Drunken MOR. cecsccce ~~ ee Otto Wallburg 
SGNE. s6sctnedeess ++++--Julius Falkenstein 
wee GNOP BERR. ccccasaccees Harry Halm 





Ordinary Cerman farce with no 
value for the U. S. In Germany 
the picture probably got some stim- 
ulus trom Harry Liedtke’s name 
He's a matinee idol over there, or 
Was. 

One of those complicated marital 
mix-up things. A man and wife 
go to a ball, man flirts with another 
gal, wife gets sore and runs off with 
another lad. Both become involved 
in all night experiences and both are 
ashamed to face each other the next 
mprning, so they bluff themselves 
irito a happy ending. 

Truus Van Alten, a Dutch girl, is 
badly made up or photographed so 
doesn't get anywhere, opposite 
Liedtke. He’s heavy, Teutonic and 
pretty boring from an American 
standpoint. Otto Wallburg and 
Julius Falkenstein garner a couple 
of laughs in minor roles. Kauf. 





Par Opposes Unfriendly 
Revr. for Publix Th. Corp. 


Paramount-Publix is opposing the 
appointment of a separate receiver- 
ship over its Publix Theatres Corp. 
subsidiary (not to be confused with 
Publix Enterprises). Company has 
filed an appeal in the Appellate 
Division, second department in 
Brooklyn, against the judgment of 
the lower court in favor of Charles 
M. Fox, amounting to $47,722. 

Fox a week ago applied to the 
Supreme Court for an order to show 
cause why Publix should not be 
placed in receivership and a stay 
was asked by P-P attorneys. Since 
then it was decided to file the ap- 
peal, 

Although Publix Theatres is vir- 
tually inactive and has no funds, 
P-P wants to avoid a receivership 
regarded as unfriendly to that sub- 
sidiary and the parent company. A 
receivership on Fox’s application, it 
is feared, would result in unneces- 
sary litigation and other costs 
which due to Publix’s lack of funds 
would have to be borne by Para- 
mount-Publix, itself in the hands of 
trustees. 

In the appeal it will be argued 
that the Supreme Court erred in 
granting Fox a $47,772 judgment, 
full amount asked for under alleged 


violation of his contract, because of | 
Fox having been employed since | 
Fox was attached | 


then on odd jobs. 
to the Publix construction depart- 
ment. 

It is doubtful if the Appellate 
Division will reach the Publix case 
in June, whereupon it would go over 
to the October term. 


FOX, PUBLIX OK SCRIP, 
RKO NIXES IT IN DET. 


Detroit, May 22. 
While the Fox and Publix houses 
have made arrangements to accept 
scrip for admissions, the RKO 
Downtown and Uptown theatres 
have been advised by New York to 
refuse it. 


City started paying its employees 
a month ago in scrip. Publix and 
Fox accept scrip either for full de- 
nominations for admissions or fill in 
the balance with coupon books. 











Wins Local Tax Point 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

Thanks to efforts of William Ron- 
ning, Columbia exchange office man- 
ager, local film exchanges will save 
33 1/3 per cent on their personal 
property tax on films in their pos- 
session. 

Yielding to Ronning’s arguments, 
the city council tax committee 
agreed to reduce the assessed value 
on film from $7.50 to $5 per reel. 
The tax affects approximately 25,000 
reels of film. The local Film Board 
has complimented and thanked Ron- 
ning. 





WB Sells 2 Away 


Warner Bros. has sold two more | 


pictures away in New York. ‘Lily 
Turner,’ the first of WB into the 
Rivoli, and ‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ 
goes into the Rialto. 


‘Turner’ follows ‘Waterfront’ at 
the Riv and ‘Dolan’ goes into the 
Rialto after ‘Love Below the Sea’ 
(Col), which succeeds present in- 
cumbent, ‘Forgotten Men.’ 





‘ s 
Saperstein’s Berth 
Chicago, May 22. 

Aaron Saperstein of Allied Ex- 
hibitors succeeds Floyd Brockell as 
general manager of Midwest Book- 
ing combine, Offices moved into Al- 
lied quarters. 

Brockell was killed recently inan 
automobile accident. 





Four Faces in ‘Moon’ 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Claudette Colbert gets the lead in 
Paramount’s ‘Three Cornered Moon.’ 
Also in the cast are Richard 
Arlen, Lyda Roberti and Jack Oakie. 





Pine and Bailey Coastward 
Bill Pine and Tom Bailey, in 
from the Coast for conferences 
with Bob Gillham, Par’s advertis- 
ing-publicity director, are sched- 
uled to leave today (Tuesday) for 
Chicago to contact B. & K., 
there they will swing down to New 

Orleans and back to Hollywood. 


SEVERE OPPOSISH, BUT 
‘TEMPLE’ OKED IN PROV. 


Providence, May 22. 

In the face of persistent demands 
that he ban the showing of “Temple 
Drake,’ at the Paramount theatre 
this week, Capt. George W. Cowan, 
police censor, stood his ground and 
placed his approval on the picture. 
Cowan was swamped with com- 
plaints against the picture, largely 
from the Catholic clergy of the 
state. The Paramount arranged a 
special preview which was attended 
by newspapermen and the parties 
that entered the complaints. Fol- 
lowing the preview Cowan discussed 
the picture with the press, and gave 





Saenger Subsids Bkpt 
New Orleans, May 22. 
Plaza Mus. Co., Saenger subsid 
| in Mississippi, has filed a petition 
in bankruptcy listing assets of 
$90,000 and liabilities of $136,000. 
Saenger Theatres, Inc., of Ala- 
bama, have also filed petition in 
| bankruptcy with assets and liabili- 
ties of small amounts as Saenger 
operated only a small way in 
that state. 


AGENTS’ TWO-TIMING ON 
CODE BURNS ACADEMY 


Academy members are burning 


in 











permission for its screening. 

His approval was followed by a 
bombastic editorial of criticism in 
Sunday’s edition (21) of the Provi- 
dence ‘Visitor,’ official organ of the 
Rhode Island Catholic diocese. The 
editorial directed attention toward 
the tendency of motion picture pro- 





from | 


ducers ‘to present sordid love dramas | 
}in a manner crafty enough to pass | 


| censorship boards, but clever enough 
| to retain scenes and suspense tend- 
| ing to the immoral.’ 

The ‘Visitor’ is widely read by 
Catholics inasmuch as the paper is 
| distributed each week at all masses 
and 60% of the population in Rhode 
Island is Catholic. Although ex- 
hibitors have long sought to use the 
publication as an advertising me- 
dium, the ‘Visitor’ has turned down 
all ads until such time as theatres 
tone down their copy from a sexy 
angle in all Rhode Island news- 
papers. 

When Cowan received complaints 
against the picture he called Boston 
and New York to determine whether 
attempts had been made to ban the 
picture. He said he was informed 
there was no opposition to the film. 

It is understood that print now 
being shown at the Paramount var- 
ies considerably from that in New 
York City. Cowan says he has 
made no deletions, however. 
cuts are believed to have been made 
before the Paramount got the print 
from New York. 


TOUGH DAYS IN DIXIE 





Hollywood, May 22. 
Westerns, insofar ag the number 
to be produced for the new season 
are concerned, are on the down 


grade, with conditions in this mar- 
ket such, according to those in the 
know, that the galloping operas 
would have to be made for as low 
as $4,000 to show any kind of a 
profit. 

Blamed for this situation is the 
financial condition of the south, 
where from 50 to 60% of the rev- 
enue on indie westerns came from. 
Today, this territory has fallen off 
to the point where only $2,500 will 
be paid for a horse opera. 

With this condition prevailing, 
Monogram has dropped westerns 
from its 1933-34 program, with 
other indies likely to follow this 
| lead. 


12 Publix-Blank Houses 
Up on the Auction Block 


The Publix-Nebraska circuit, a 
group of 12 houses including the 
State and World, Omaha, went up 
for sale last week but to date 
there’s been no sale. A. H. Blank. 
midwestern theatre operator, is 
trustee of this chain. 

With placing of the 12 houses on 
the auction block for sale to the 
highest bidder, Publix closed down 
its district office in Omaha last 
week. Evart R. Cummings, division 
manager of the Publix-Neb group, 
may be transferred elsewhere. H. 
W. Wengel, district booker at 
Omaha, has moved to the Des 
Moines booking office. 

Publix-Nebraska is a subsidiary 
of the bankrupt Publix Enterprises 
holding company. The A. H. Blank 
Theatres, and the A, H. Blank The- 
atres Corp. of Nebraska, other sub- 
sids, are also in bankruptcy. The 
Pub-Neb group is the first to be 
up for public sale, 











Geo. O’Brien’s Next at Fox 
Hollywood, May 22. 

‘Lost Trail’ is the next Zane Grey 
story to be made by Fox with 
George O'Brien. El Brendel will 
contribute the comedy relief. 

Stuart Anthony is making the 
adaptation which James Tinling will 











' direct. 


The | 


HAS WESTERNS ON SKID 


| at the agents’ attempt to create a 
|code of practice with the Screen 
| Writers’ Guild while still in nego- 
| tiation for Academy membership. 


Academy feels that one such code 
is sufficient, as under Academy 
plans it is intended to establish a 
general working agreement that 
would be applicable to all persons 
involved in agency matters, irre- 
spective of organization member- 
ship. 

Agents’ committee, consisting of 
Myron Selznick, Frank Joyce, Ar- 
thur Landau and Ruth Collier met 
last Tuesday (16) with the Guild 
committee to discuss preliminary 
plans. Guild is seeking agreement 
from agents whereby its members 
would be relieved of paying com- 
| missions unless it can be estab- 
lished that the agents actually se- 





cured engagements for their 
| clients. They seek to overthrow 
contractual system whereby 


. : 
| writer clients pay percentage on 


| all engagements, whether or not 
secured by the agent. 


N. W. HEARTENED BY 
87, FARM INCREASE 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

The latest monthly summary of 
the Federal Reserve bank for the 
Ninth district showing an 8% in- 
crease in farm income for April, 
1933, over the corres onding 1932 
month, and with prospects declared 
to be the best in three years, is 
giving encouragement to exhibitors 
in the territory. 

That the increased rural buying 
power and the general improvement 
in employment and other conditions 
will be reflected in big gains in box- 
office grosses by next fall at the 
latest is the belief of theatre owners 
throughout the territory. As a re- 
sult of this revival of confidence and 
optimism, despite present poor busi- 
ness, theatre equipment houses here 
are reporting their biggest business 
in more than a year. 


Exhib Favors 25c Gate 
For 3d Run Deluxers 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

The Minneapolis Film Board has 
taken under advisement a request 
from Oliver A. Rowe, vet St. Paul 
exhib, to insist in 1933-34 contracts 
upon a 25c minimum admission 
caarge for third and fourth run 
grind loop houses of a deluxe type 
and neighborhood theatres. Rowe, 
whose State theatre, St. Paul ioop 
third and fourth run grind house, 
seats 400, appearing before the Film 
Board, asked at the same time that 
the 15c minimum demanded by some 
of the exchanges for the less pre- 
tentious ‘shooting galleries’ be lifted 
and such theatres with less than 500 
seating capacity be permitted to 
charge a dime. 

In arguing for his proposals, Rowe 
predicted that with the gradual 
elimination of producers’ chain the- 
atre operations, distributors would 
net be able to obtain sufficient rev- 
enue for pictures to cover present 
production costs unless the trend to 
lower admission prices is halted. 
This eventually would necessitate 
cheaper and poorer pictures and 
spell the industry’s doom, he argued. 

Whereas he formerly had 400- 
dime seats opposition, Rowe told the 
board that he now has 4,500 in the 
St. Paul loop and he complained that 
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Epic Pic Drama 
Flons Incline 
Prod. to Comedy 


At least two pictures which the 
industry figured would be the big 
grossers of °'32-33, both of which 
have been in release only a few 
months, were admitted by their 
company heads to be ‘flopping bad- 
ly nationally.” One of the pictures 
reached almost a record run for 
Manhattan $2 SRO and later played 
an outstanding first-run engagement 
in New York. But out of town it is 
showing a steady loss. 

The other picture, also expected 
to be the big winner for its com- 
pany, was described as now shap- 
ing up as one of the poorest gross- 
ers on that organization’s sched- 
ule. 

As a result, the eastern major 
heads admit becoming more and 
more inclined to the belief that the 
country as a whole is turning away 
from serious drama and that prob- 
ably it would be more in the mood 
to ‘give them something cheap and 
light.’ 


WB MAY ADD THEATRES 
—IF TERMS ARE RIGHT 


Warners, sticking to their chain 
operation for theatres, while prob- 
ably shedding certain of the com- 
pany theatre situations, where such 
may be feasible, are carrying an 
open mind as to possible acquisi- 
tions. 

Where terms are right and where 
certain properties can fit into the 
Warner scheme of operation, the 
W.B. people may consider acquisi- 
tions. A minimum rental against 
percentage of the gross in the sit- 
uations, is favored. That is no 
more nor less than what everybody 
else is trying to do. 

Presently the Warners are op- 
erating around 400 theatres. That’s 
slightly less than 100 under what 
the chain held in peak days. The 
two faraway spots, outside of the 
Coast situation, are Chicago and 











the Wisconsin territory, where 
W.B. have around 35 theatres col- 
lectively. 


One of the difficult spots which 
the W.B. people have in New York 
is with the Warner and Hollywood 
theatres, on Broadway, both dark. 





Given 2 Yrs. in Toronto 
For Stench Bombing 


Toronto, May 18. 

Convicted of participating in a 
stench-bomb raid which endan- 
gered. lives and caused property 
damage to a major nabe house 
here, Lew Kendall was sentenced 
to two years, the stiffest penalty 
yet meted out in the provincial 


drive against this crime. Two ac- 
complices were sentenced earlier, 
William Rossborough being given 
six months’ imprisonment and a 
further period of six months failing 
payment of a $300 fine, and Walter 
Pears being sentenced to two 
months and an additional two 
months, failing to pay a $75 fine. 

Claiming that ‘the introduction 
of racketeering methods into Can- 
ada will not be tolerated,’ Judge Lee 
told Kendall that, but for the op- 
erators’ previous clean record, sen- 
tence would have been five years, 
this in keeping with a federal leg- 
islative measure, newly passed, 
which makes stench-bomb raids an 
indictable offense with a minimum 
penalty of two years. Provincial 
legislation in Ontario provides for 
a maximum fine of $1,000 and a 
jail sentence in addition. 

Trio were members of the Int: 
national Operators’ Union, as were 
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| 


| 


| such larger deluxe third-run and 
|fourth-run grind houses as_ the 
President, Lyceum and _ Garrick, 
charging a dime, are given protec- 
|tion over his own 400-seat 1bdc 
| houses. 

At the present time, United Art- 
ists, M-G-M, Paramount, Fox and | 
Warner Brothers-First National de- 
'mand a 15c-minimum issue. Othe 
lexchanges sell to the dime houses. 


the majority of the defense wit- 
nesses. This union ‘at the present 
time is in conflict with the new Ca- 
nadian union,’ claimed the presid- 
ing judge. Row is over provincial 
legislation which cuts down the re- 


quired number of class ‘A’ op- 
erators in nabes seating 750 or 
less. Policy of heavy fines and im- 
prisonment is government’s reac- 
tion to stench-bombing campaign 
launched throughout the province 
} against indies. 
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and if you want more, here they are 


HE GIRLS IN CELLOPHANE 


Directed by EDWARD SUTHERLAND 
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MAY REOPEN BKLYN PAR 
FOR RENTAL REVENUE 


If successful in adjusting cost of 
operation so that the house’s nut 
can be reduced to $12,000 or under, 
Publix will retrieve the Paramount, 
Brooklyn, as companion de luxer 
to the Broadway Par, and reopen 
it shortly. Concessions from stage- 
hands and musicians are being 
sought, along with a new setup on 
other overhead, with a view to 
Publix operation again. 

Same policy of Paramount pic- 
tures first run and stage shows, 
under which the Brooklyn house 
was operating at $17,000 or over on 
closing in April, will obtain. 

Since the house shuttered, Para- 
mount product hasn't been getting 
the first run rental return from 
Brooklyn it wants and was obtain- 
ing from the Par right along. Prod- 
uct is being split between the RKO 
Albee and Loew’s Met, houses 
which have none too much room 
for Par pictures. 

At the Par Brooklyn the rental 
return was $2,500, $3,500 and $5,000 
with year’s. program split into 
three groups. 

Since the Brooklyn house shut- 
tered, business has been affected 
adversely in the other downtown 
theatres, whereas expectations had 
been darkness of the Par would 
help. Contention is that fewer 
people are attracted to the down- 
town section and are sticking to 
neighborhoods waiting for  pic- 
tures. 








SOMNES MEGS ‘CLUB’ 
Hollywood, May 22. 
George Somnes has been given 
the meg assignment on Para- 
mount’s ‘Midnight Club,’ scheduled 
to go into work Monday (21). 
George Raft and Alison Skip- 
worth have top spots. 


Studio Placements 


Robert Armstrong, ‘Fog Bound,’ 


Radio. 
Warner Oland, Dorothy Wilson, 
Betty Furness, ‘Death Watch,’ 
Radio, 


Ralph Bellamy, Wallace’ Ford, 
June Brewster, Franklyn Pangborn, 
‘Headline Shooters,’ Radio. 

Rosita Moreno, ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
(Sp.), Fox. | 

Jean Malin, 
way,’ Fox. 

Charles Wilson, Charles Middle- 
ton, ‘Disgraced,’ Par. 

Pat O’Brien,’ ‘Flaming Gold’ (‘Fire 
Eaters’), Radio. 

Leni Stengel, ‘Disputin’ the Punk,’ 
short, Radio. 

Barbara Bedford, Charles Hutch- 
fnson’s ‘Jungle Passion,’ Sunrise 
Pictures production, 

Robert McWade, ‘Tugboat Annie,’ 
Metro. 

Edward Everett Horton, ‘Way to 
Love,’ Par. 

Jean Parker, ‘Madame Le Gimp,’ 
Col. 

Alan Dinehart, Alan Mowbray, 
Johnnie Hines, Fuzzy Knight, Mar- 
jorie White, ‘Her Bodyguard,’ Par. 

Helen Vinson, Allen Mowbray, 
‘Midnight Club,’ Par. 

C. Henry Gordon, borrowed from 
Metro, ‘Devil's in Love,’ Fox. 

Lucille Webster Gleason, ‘In the 
Money,’ U. 

Paul Panzer, Anna Maria Fry, ‘5c 
a Glass,’ retakes, Fox. 

Jane Darwell, Frank Reicher, Os- 
car Apfel, Dudley Digges, ‘Death 
Watch,’ Radio. 

Alan Dinehart, Ferdinand Gott- 
schalk, ‘Midnight Club,’ Par. 

Vince Barnett, ‘Man of the For- 
est,’ Par. 

Vay Wray, Sam Hardy, Robert 
Homans, Neil Hamilton, ‘One Sun- 
day Afternoon,’ Par. 

Frank Darien, ‘The Public Be 
Sold,’ Radio. 


‘Arizona to Broad- 


Martin Brown, scripting ‘Worst 
Woman in Paris?’ Fox. 
J. Carrol Naish, ‘Arizona to 


Broadway,’ Fox. 

Greta Nissen, ‘Life in the Raw’ 
and ‘5 Cents a Glass,’ Fox. 

Irene White, ‘The Wrecker,’ Col. 

Halliwell Hobbes, ‘Madame La 
Gimp,’ Col. 

Eugene Pallette, Walter Catlett, 
*‘Milk Maid Champ,’ Phil Ryan short 
by Luther Reed, Scott E, Cleethorpe, 
Ralph Ceder. Del Lord will direct 
for Par release. 

Dorothy Burgess, Gregory Ratoff, 
‘Headline Shooters,’ Radio. 

Kay Hammond, ‘Double Harness,’ 


Radio. 

Halliwell Hobbs, ‘Madame La 
Gimp,’ Col. 

Irene White, ‘The Wrecker,’ Col. 


Richard Bennett, ‘Big Executive,’ 


Par 
° 
Coast Title Changes 

Husbands’ Reunion’ new title for 
‘Shot for Love,’ at Mack Sennett’s. 
Same studio changes ‘Prodigal Hus- 
bands’ to ‘The Big Fibber.’ 

At the Crossroads’ new title at 
Columbia for ‘Full Speed Ahead.’ 


Al Maunon’s Republic 
Studios in Rent Suit 


. Hollywood, May 22. 

Suit has been filed in Superior 
Court against Republic Studios by 
J. W. Clune, owner of the property, 
for $5,900 back rent, and an attach- 
ment placed against the _ studio 
equipment. Present lessees, headed 
by Al Mannon, were given notice 
to move and a dispossess suit filed 
against them. New indie organiza- 
tion will take over the lot within a 
month. Most of the inactive produc- 
ers now on the lot will go out. 

According to Clune, Republic and 
Tec-Art, previous studio organiza- 
tion, also named in the suit, owe 
him around $37,000. Boulevard Print 
shop is suing Republic for a $76 
printing bill, and Fred Adams, night 
watchman, is seeking $700 in unpaid 
wages. 


Penfield Loses $70,000 
Suit Against Film Firms 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

C. U. Penfield’s $70,000 damage 
suit against Bennett Film Labs and 
Consolidated Film Industries in 
which he alleges he invested $10,800 
through false pretenses, was non- 
suited in Superior court and the de- 
fendants awarded their costs. 

Plaintiff charged that in 1927 he 
was persuaded to put his money into 
the making of a serial, known as 
‘Timber Trails’ or ‘Pirates of the 
Pines’ on the promise that it would 
be sold to Universal for $75,000 and 
he would get half of the proceeds. 

When the film was sold, he only 
received $1,854. He sued for $50,- 
000 damages and $20,000 punitive 
damages. 


Ross-Woods Grab Up 


Blackton’s ‘Parade’ 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Lawrence Ross and Madeline 
Woods have taken over distribution 
rights to J. Stuart Blackton’s ‘Film 
Parade,’ and will re-edit and re- 
record the picture of film history be- 
fore sending it out. 

Ross and Woods, who took over 
western distribution on ‘The Big 
Drive,’ are in Hollywood secking to 
buy other novelty features. They 
have opened an exchange in Port- 
land, and intend establishing 
branches between the coast and the 
Mississippi. 














Kaplan’s New Bail 


prexy of 
Local 306, 


Sam Kapian, former 
New York operators, 
from which deposed, and his or- 
ganizer, Theodore Greenberg, were 
placed on new bail of $2,000 each 
pending argument of an appeal from 
judgment of their conviction by 
General Sessions. Arrangement of 
new bail followed granting of a 
certificate of reasonable doubt two 
weeks ago pending hearing of the 


appeal. First bail was arranged on 
conviction. No time at all has been 
served. 


Kaplan is directing the affairs of 
his film supply company, mean- 
while. 


Kohn Still on Stand 


Further examination of officers in 
the Paramount bankruptcy was ad- 
journed Friday (19) until today 
(Tuesday) at 10 a.m. before Referee 
Henry K. Davis. 

talph Kohn, Par treasurer, only 
exec of bankrupt so far under ex- 
amination, will continue on _ the 
stand. He is expected to cover the 
financial ground of Par from the 
time of the negative hocking bank 
deal up to the time of the com- 
pany’s receivership and subsequent 
bankruptcy. 


Gets It Either Way 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Charles Logue, who has. been 
working on westerns, went off the 
Paramount writing payroll Satur- 
day (20). 
Day he left he sold an original to 
the studio, ‘The Bright Bandanna.’ 








Mountain Installs Trustees 
Denver, May 22. 
Trustees to either wind up the 
business or reorganize the Moun- 
tain States theatre corporation, are 


Jesse F, Welborn and _ Stockton 
Lowndes, local capitalists, and L. J. 
Finske, district manager for Publix. 

The Mountain States is a Publix 
subsidiary, and controls eight 
houses in Colorado and one in 
Cheyenne, Wyo. The Cheyenne 
house has been operated by Fox for 





;some time. 


Reader for Par Ousted 
After She Sues Studio 


Hollywood, May 22. 


Mrs. Janet Druce, reader at Para- 
mount, who recently sued the studio, 
charging that a story she submitted 
to the studio was thefted in the 
making of ‘Bedtime Story,’ current 
Chevalier picture, resigned by re- 
quest from the Par reading depart- 
ment. 

She has submitted her complaint 
that the baby features in the pic- 


Par's ‘Jungle King’ 
In Milan Fair's 


Voted Best Film 
World Competition 








(Continued from page 5) 





ture were lifted from her yarn to 
the Writers adjustment committee 
of the Academy. 





Hollywood, May 22. 


‘The Riot Squad,’ co-op in which 
Harry Webb acted as producer and 
director, and Madge Bellamy, Pat 
O’Malley, Ralph Lewis and James 
Flavin ‘invested’ their services in 
the top spots, was completed last 
week for Mayfair release. Jack Nat- 
teford contributed the story. Group, 
enthused by the results, are plan- 
ning other co-opies. 

Cameramen’s and_ technicians’ 
unions also were in on the co-op 
plan when it was agreed that the 
profits would be handled through a 
trust fund and that no one should 
receive excessive amounts for their 
share. Picture went ahead on this 
basis with every employee to share 
pro-rata in 50% of the proceeds 
after investments of labor and per- 
formance are paid off. 


Mono Puts on Speed 
To Wash Up Westerns 


Hollywood, May 22. 





to make no westerns on the new 
program, Monogram is rushing the 
last two Rex Bell features on its 
current card in order to get them 
cleaned up before the actor’s con- 
tract expires in July. 

Harry Fraser has been assigned 
to meg the duo, including ‘Fugitive,’ 
and an untitled opera on which 
production gets under way June 5. 


air, 





Hill’s Film Shorts 


Edwin C. Hill has been set by E. 
Schwartz to do a series of six one- 


signia. 
Group will have the radio news 


for pictured highlights from the 
biogs of outstanding figures in the 
current news. 





LINCOLN 





(Continued from page 11) 


for the best. It’s a long gone day. 
since Gaynor has meant b.o. in this 
burg. ‘Be Mine Tonight’ is another 
doubt, but George Monroe thinks 
he can sell it at the State. 

Lately, even the dime houses 
have dropped their take so much it’s 
disheartening. If biz keeps up this 
way, it looks very much like a 


for the summer. After exam time 
next week about 7,000 college studes 
leave town and take that much 
patronage away from the houses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20), 
‘Broadway Bad’ (WB). Nice pic- 
ture for this house, good $700. Last 
week ‘Under the Tonto Rim’ (Par) 
and ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ (MG). 
split, fair at $600. 


‘Working Man’ (WB). 
possibilities, maybe $1,800. 
week ‘Woman Accused’ (Par) only 
$1,050, blah, | 
Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
‘After the Ball’ (Fox) and ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ (Fox). Split not so good, 


Has good 








lucky to get $500. Last week ‘Ter- 
ror Aboard’ (Par) and ‘Supernat- 
ural’ (Par), split, must have in- 
voked a titular scare; miserable 
$400. 

State (Monroe) (590; 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U). 
breaks should get a 
Last week ‘Lucky Dog’ (U) and 
‘Fighting President’ (U) first half 
gave the house its worst recorded 
biz. ‘Dog’ pulled midweek and 
subbed with Tom Mix’s ‘Rustle: 
Roundup’ (U) and built up the gro 
to a weak $600. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-55 


10-15-25), | 
With fair} 
nice $1,200. | 





60), ‘Adorable’ (Fox). Appears ol 

for fair play; nothing fancy 
$2,200. Last week ‘Reunion i 
Vienna’ (MG) with the gross off 
proportion to the locale. H 
pressed to get $2,000. j 


CO-OPERA PANS OUT, | 
SO THEY’LL TRY AGAIN 


In line with its announced policy | 


Bell’s future plans are still in the | 


reelers under the Master Arts in- | 


commentator filling in the narrative | 


string of wholesale house closings | 


/numbers, the usual strife and in- 
|ability to agree among themselves 


| is again manifest. Realization of 
this, it is admitted, is one of the 
main reasons why the major group 
is inclined toward a supplementary 
code within each key area, therein 


providing insurgents with a chance 
to air and settle at home strictly 
local differences which would have 
only an indirect bearing on national 
issues such as production and dis- 
tribution. 


The Hays group is confident that 
it will, in the end, voice the in- 
dustry’s majority. Unofficially the 
TOCC code is regarded as imprac- 
ticable in top quarters, which means 
that regardless of all of the codes 
within codes the majors will resist 
any movement on the part of inde- 
pendents to interfere with present 
run Classification. 


The Hays office is prepared to go 
extensively into the industry’s pres- 
ent set-up. First of all it will claim 
that producers and distributors rep- 
resent two-thirds of the industry de- 
partmentally. In actual organized 
strength the independent exhibitor 
will be held up as the weakest in 
the business. Producer-controlled 
theatres on the exhibition end, it is 
declared, while representing but ap- 
proximately 10% of the houses in the 
, country are still checked off with 
| turning in 25% of the country’s b.o. 
| film gross. 





tre Owners of America membership 
‘placed at about 4,000, not including 
the roster of affiliated houses, and 
with Allied Exhibitors given ap- 


proximately 900, the film business 
| is preparing to tell Washington that 
the greater number of indie exhibs 
are unknown to organization and 
have never manifested an interest 


in trade practices. 


In further analysis of the exhibi- 
tor quantity the industry record 


shows a friendliness between the | 


MPTOA and the Hays’ group 
wherein, spokesmen point out, the 
two should be in accord on any 
single platform. 


Minority Issue 


| The minority issue, 
| points for contest at any Washing- 
ton code convention. While film 
spokesmen are emphasizing Roose- 
velt’s understanding that every in- 
dustry has a few insurgents, and 
that it will be up to the government 
to decide whether or not these few 
1, mccyendent exhibi- 
tor contacts at Washington were 
inio....cd that over the week end a 
copy of the latest investigation of 
the industry’s present system of run 
classification had been submitted to 
the U. S. Attorney General’s office. 
These indies are now taking the 
stand that for the film industry, at 
least, the major group may find its 
numbers unavailing; that if Wash- 
, ington decides only 5% of those in 
the picture business are right it will 
decree in favor of that minority. 
| Endorsement of this Roosevelt 
| plank by the U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce and the American Federation 
of Labor last week confirmed the 
_belief in top film circles that the 
move to govern industries which 
| cannot govern themselves is bound 


Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25),|to come. At the same time the AFL 
good | endorsement heartened the Theatre | 
as 


_Owners’ Chamber of Commerce that 
the labor organization may back its 
petition for a new distribution 
policy. 

Right now each picture group is 
certain that its code will win the 
Washington derby. Yet each rea’- 
izes that unless Washington accepts 
one, or puts them altogether, they’ll 
all go home with the White House 


With the Motion Picture Thea- | 


M C d Milan, May 10. 
aster ode During the recent Milan Samples 
Fair, the 3rd International Cine- 


matograph Competitior for new pic- 
tures was held, the result being 
eminently satisfactory for America. 

Fifteen films representing five na- 
tions were shown at the San Carlo 
Cinema, dialog being in the orig- 
inal languages. The audience voted 
after each session by means of poll- 
ing cards. 

The winning film, ‘The King of 
the Jungle’ of the Paramount, scored 
over 8,000 votes more than its near- 
est competitor, the Pabst-directed 
‘Don Quixote’ (French version) fea- 
turing Feodor Chaliapin. 

One reason for the ‘King of the 
Jungle’s’ success is that it cuts out 
all useless chit-chat and gets on 
with the story. Critics here say it 
points the way talkers should fol- 
low. One film which impressed was 
the French ‘L’Or des Mers’ (‘Gold 
of the Seas’), a drama of the Island 
of Brittany. The Synchro-Cine of 
Paris has succeeded in providing 
an excellent film with the most lim- 
ited means, all the players being 
natives of the place. 

All the German films displayed 
sound technique but, in spite of 
clarity, were overweighted with 
dialog. 

Poland relied upon one film alone: 
‘Rok 1914’ (‘Year 1914’) directed by 
Henry Szaro, which is well above 
the average with plenty of move- 
ment. It was a Kineton-Sfinx edi- 
tion of Warsaw. 

Of outstanding merit was the 
German-made ‘Anna und Elizabeth’ 
of the Kollektiv-film and Terra- 
Film, Berlin, directed by Frank 
Wysbar and featuring Dorothea 
Wieck and Berta Thiele. 

Italian Film Sixth 

France’s contribution was _ far 
from being a happy selection, re- 
cording being uniformly faulty and 
indistinct. 

‘T’amero Sempre’ (‘I'll Love You 
Always’) by Cines, Rome, began the 
series. Camerini again displayed well 
sustained merit as director in spite 
of a story without situations. 

Here are the 15 films in the order 
of merit: 





however, | 
threatens to be one of the hottest | 


(1) ‘King of the Jungle,’ winner, 
Paramount; (2) ‘Don Quixote’ 
French; (3) ‘Anna und Elizabeth,’ 
German; (4) ‘Acht Maedels in Boot,’ 
originally entitled ‘Erste Maed- 
| chenliebe’ (‘First Love of a Maid’), 
German; (5) ‘Wer Kuest Mich?’ 
| (‘Who Kisses Me?’), German; 
(6) ‘Tamero Sempre,’ Italian; (7) 
‘Der Laufer von Marathon’ (‘The 
Marathon Runner’), German; (8) 
‘L’Or des Mers’ (‘The Gold of the 
Seas’), French; (9) ‘Die Unschuld 
vom Lande’ (‘The Innocent Country 
Maid’), German; (10) ‘Sa Meilleure 
Cliente’ (‘His Best Customer’), 
French. 

(11) ‘Il a Ete Perdu Une Mariee,’ 
(‘A Husband Was Lost’), French; 
(12) ‘White Zombies’ (United Ar- 
| tists); (18) ‘Rok 1914’ (‘Year 1914’), 
| Polish; (14) “Tod Uber Schangai’ 
(‘Death Over Shanghai’), German; 
(15) ‘Suzanne,’ French. 

Another year, the event is to be 
| more widely advertised and will be 
|much more important, the foremost 
| houses of all the world having al- 


'ready promised special films. 


Studios’ $16 Minimum 
Wage Must Be Observed 


Hollywood, May 22. 


Studios must observe a $16 mini- 
mum weekly wage for women and 
children, according to Mabel E. 
Kinney, chief of the Division of In- 
dustrial Welfare at San Francisco. 

On account of present economic 
conditions prescure had been 
brought on the commission recently 
to lower the minimum wage scale, 

















but Mrs. Kinney says everybody 
must live up to it or action under 
the California laws would be 
brought against “hem. 
Ten Stanzas a Yarn 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Bartlett Cormack has been re- 
tained by Paramount for a period 
of 20 weeks on a deal for two more 
pictures. 

Writer is currently working with 
the C. B. De Mille unit in collabora- 
tion with Jeanie MacPherson on 
ind of the World.’ Other story 

i to him is ‘Shoe the Wild 


telling them what to do and how 
to do it for the next two years, at 
least. : 

There is, however, still an all- 
round disinclination in the film busi- | 
ness to congregate at one round 
table and establish a master code. 
Each department will probably want 
its own table and the indies will be 
able to get into their own corners 
accordingly. Roundtabling has 
dr izzed out months and years in the 
pa ‘n it invol 1 more than one 
department. 6. 
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With 
CHESTER MORRIS 


VIVIENNE OSBORNE 


Frank McHugh, Allen Jenkins, 
Henry Stephenson, Grant Mitchell 


Directed by Ray Enright RKO-RADIO PICTURE 
Produced by JEFFERSON Pictures Corp. 











-EM IN FEATURE! 


..» says Hollywood Reporter 
a 





THEY’LL LAUGH 
THROUGH 
THEIR THRILLS! 


The fiend who claimed his 
victims at the stroke of 
seven will make gooseflesh 
on any audience... 


-.- While Frank McHugh and 
Allien Jenkins, the two 
screwy detectives, will keep 
them in convulsions! 
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Producers, ATSE 
Deadlocked on 
Lab. Men Issue 


Labor confabs between the pro- 
ducers and the unions are meeting 


the familiar routine. Threats of 
walkouts by the unions and non- 
chalance shown by the producers. 
Another meeting was held Monday 
(22). Pat Casey presided, but the 
gides got no nearer an adjustment. 

Present stumbling block is the 
demand of the IATSE that the pro- 
ducers recognize the film editors 
and cutters of the Film Laboratory 
Union. The national officers side- 
stepped everything Monday (22) by 
moving the matter for local consid- 
eration to the union locals them- 
eelves in California. The locals’ 
vote will be the IATSE answer to 
the producers. 

Outside of the formal request 
made by the producers for a 20% 
adjustment of the union scale be- 
ginning with the new contract, that 
angle didn’t come up again and the 
unions haven't replied. 

With the IATSE people leaving 
matters for localized consideration, 
it’s nobody’s guess when the con- 
fabs will be resumed in the east. 

Producers don’t want to include 
the film cutters and editors in the 
new agreement, although Coast ad- 
vices indicate they are willing to 
negotia.e a scale with the lab work- 
ers along with discussions with 
other crafts. 

From the Coast comes the re- 
port that the unions claim a verbal 
agreement made several months ago 
by Coast producers that all cutters 
getting $48 a week or less be paid 
overtime of time-and-a-half above 
48 hours, which would be tanta- 
mount to recognition, unions hold. 

In the meantime, the IATSE lo- 
cals on the Coast are stated to have 
received notice warning aga!-st 
signing any contract until the New 
York issues are settled. This action 
followed reports on the Coast that 
the producers had been offering 
contracts to workers, particularly 
cameramen, while the eastern con- 
fabs have been going on. 


P. E. Headache 











(Continued from page 4) 


question of cost since Gowthorpe Is 
an active P-P official, and Publix 
Theatres itself has no funds. Lynch 
felt Publix should do it. 

With Koltz pointing out that P. E. 
has availed itself of accountants of 
P-P, not on any payrolls of P. E., he 
suggested that he’d confer with 
counsel for the parent Par-Publix 
company in working out cost of get- 
ting figures wanted. 


No Record of Fees 


Gowthorpe stated that Publix 
Theatres, strictly an operating-man- 
agement subsidiary of P-P with no 
interest in theatre properties, never 
kept a separate record of manage- 
ment fees charged P. E. and other 
theatres. He said he would have to 
turn to the profit and loss state- 
ments of each subsidiary of P. E., 
around 76 of them, to get the in- 
formation. Only other way, more 
tedious, would be to go through the 
Publix books for every week and lift 
out items of management-operating 
charges, as entered. 

In addition to Lynch, David Stone- 
ham, another large creditor of P. E. 
came in from Boston last week to 
attend hearings and frequently took 
a hand in questioning. He's on 
Lynch's creditor committee. 

Publix Theatres, of which Katz 
was president, now without funds, 
was not operated for profit, accord- 
ing to testimony of Sam Dembow, 
previously entered on the record. 
Other interesting revelations in con- 
nection with Publix include that the 
subsidiary kept the books of the 
various theatre companies and the- 
atres for which it performed man- 
agement and other services. All cash 
was turned into Publix and credited 
to the theatres, with the manage- 
ment charge against those houses 
on a weekly basis. If intake in cash 
from theatres was not sufficient to 
meet charges by Publix against it, 
item became a liability of the the- 


atre. 

This was brought out by Klotz 
in identifying credits and charges 
to certain P.E. subsidiaries. When 


it became necessary for Publix to 
advance money to subsidiaries 
which were not meeting expenses 





CANADIAN CHAINS SHOW 
FISCAL YR. IN BLACK 


Ottawa, May 22. 

Financial reports to the Secretary 
of State in the Dominion Govern- 
ment show that theatre chain com- 
panies in Canada have been able to 
stay out of the red during the past 
fiscal year. And current business 
is improving, particularly for first- 
run houses. 

According to its financial returns, 
Famous Players Canadian Corpora- 
tion closed the past year with a net 
profit of $21,985 after dividends of 
$378,970. The surplus’. carried 





forward now stands at $3,354,526 
while current liabilities total 
$544,311, 


The returns from Marcus Loew’s 
Theatres Limited showed net profits 
for the year of $88,107 and a total 
surplus of $571,115. 

Eastern Theatres Limited turned 
in a report showing net profit of 
$97,194 on the year while Mansfield 
Theatres Limited had net of $28,843 
and surplus was increased _ to 
$227,979. 

United Amusements Limited re- 
ported net earnings of $2.14 a com- 
mon share of 74,000 shares out- 
standing. 


Alhambra’s B. O. Slash 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

In retaliation for a continuance of 
double feature programs _ (subse- 
quent runs) at 15c at the Granada, 
Alhambra, Simon Lazarus, to whom 
Principal Theatres recently return- 
ed the Garfield in that suburb, has 
slashed his b.o. tariff to 15c Mon- 
days to Fridays, inc. Ad ish goes 
t 25c Saturday and Sunday nights. 


FRASER’S INDIE 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Harry Fraser will direct ‘Davy 
Jones’ Locker’ for Allied from 
story by Adele Buffington. Produc- 
tion starts June 1. 











and charges, that was done. These 
cash advances are included in the 
near $6,000,000 claim of the now 
inactive Publix Theatres Corp. 
Among advances is $1,104,000 to 
P.E. subsidiaries which were owned 
less than 100% by P.E. In such 
instances theatres kept their own 
books and the accounts in Publix 
were handled in a different man- 
ner. 


The Comerford Charge 


Before the balance sheet of P.E. 
from 1919 to 1932 inclusive was 
entered in evidence at last week’s 
hearing, Klots questioned Austin 
C. Keough, Par’s general counsel, 
as to the details of the Publix- 
Comerford deals which still ap- 
pears somewhat involved. It seems 
that P.E. held notes of around 
$4,500,000 in two Comerford com- 
panies, Publix Comerford Corp. and 
Comerford-Publix Theatres Corp. 
which were set up when Par pur- 
chased the Comerford circuit, 1930. 
These notes were turned over to 
Par-Publix to wipe out an equal 
amount of indebtedness to P.E. to 
Par. Additionally, Par itself had 
notes and accounts’ receivable 
amounting to about the same. 

Last December when_«’ernncom 
was organized as holdifig company 
of the Comerford circuit, Par 
turned over all these notes to the 
corporation in return for the ‘B’ 
preferred stock, amounting to 
$6,500,000, and half of the common 
stock, valued at $1,000. The notes, 
Keough stated, are held by Penn- 
com and are still outstanding. 

Keough was asked if the earn- 
ing capacity of the Comerford cir- 
cuit when acquired by Par in 1930 
justified the purchase. Par's gen. 
counsel said that circuit had pre- 
viously returned big earnings to 
Comerford and that general busi- 
ness conditions then were very fa- 
vorable. 

The very next year, 1931, and in 
1932, large losses were incurred in 
the operation of the theatres and 
PE turned over its notes of $4,500,- 
000 to Par against its debt because 
it didn’t want an investment in 
Comerford through the ‘B’ stock. 

The ‘A’ preferred of the Penn- 
com company, amounting to 
$5,600,000 in value, is in the hands 
of the Comerford interests, along 
with 50% of the common. 


The original Comerford purchase | 


contract of 1930 and the agreement 
of Dec. 31, 1932, when the house 
went back to Comerford, 
placed in evidence. 

Next hearing in examination of 
officers of Public Enterprises, with 
several more probably to come, will 
be held tomorrow afternoon 
(Wednesday). 


were 


DUDDY FOR CLEVELAND 


Franklin’s Choice As Elliott’s Suc- 
cessor Comes As Surprise 








Cleveland, May 22. 
Regis Duddy, former manager of 
Hipp during William Elson’s brief 
regime, took over managership of 
RKO-Keith’s 105th only a week 
after William J. (Doc) Elliott was 

let out as an ‘economy measure.’ 
J. J. Franklin, city RKO man- 
ager, previously announced Frank 
Hines, of Palace, would supervise 
the suburban house when Elliott 
was let out. Immediate appoint- 
ment of Duddy, one of Hine’s pro- 
tegees, came as a complete sur- 
prise. Elliott left for New York. 





Colorado’s Union Law 


Test on Theatre Jam 
Denver, May 22. 


The Oriental, Egyptian and Gra- 
nada, controlled by Joe Dekker and 
Tony Archer, went nonunion last 
week when the men were locked 
out. The industrial commission 
immediately notified them to put 
the men back to work, pending the 
usual 30-day notice. Archer and 
Dekker refused, taking the same 


stand that Harry Huffman had 
taken, that theatre business does 
not involve public interest and 


therefore is not affected by the 
state law. 

The state attorney general has 
applied to the district court for a 
mandamus writ to cover both the 
Dekker-Archer case and the case 
of Huffman, who had previously 
gone nonunion in his six houses. 

The court took the matter under 
advisement. The case is certain to 
be carried to the supreme court 
for a ruling. 


Italian-Mades Only 


Rochester, May 22. 

World theatre, neighb 500-seater, 
opened as the New World theatre, 
vaudfilm house for Italians. Adolfo 
Vinci, manager, is a former oper- 
atic tenor in Philadelphia. He is 
using films made in Italy, a small 
orchestra, singers and comedians. 
City has a large Italian population. 

The Little theatre, which runs oc- 
casional French, German and Rus- 
sian films, is the only other house 
using foreigns. 








No Smoking Drive 


Smoking more or less flagrant of 
late in film buildings, where it isn’t 
permitted. New York fireman are 
making a dr've to stamp it out. 

They’re handing out tickets by 
the score, with fines imposed of $20 
and $25 as an average. 


Incorporations 


New York 
Albany, May 22. 
Edwin W. Scheuing, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; $1,000. 
Pajo Amusement Co., Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; 100 shares no par. 
Shooting Star, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical business; 200 shares no par. 
Terrace Amusement Corp, Yonkers; 
theatrical business; 100 shares no par. 
Leonard Holm Co., Inc., Queens; the- 
atrical business; $10,000. 











California 
Sacramento, May 22. 
Hoot Gibson Pictures Corporation. 
Capital stock $26,990, none subscribed. 
Donald D. Macfarland, Joseph Ansen, G. 
Steinberger. 

Kolograph C tion. Capital stock, 
$25,000, $5,000 subscribed. Dr. Frederick 
Shurley, Queenie H. Shurley, George Sei- 
fert. Albert E. Stein. 

Management, Inc. Capital stock 250 
shares, none subscribed. M. E. Marshall, 
Roger Marchetti, A. V. Falcone. 

Business Counsellors, Inc. Capital 
stock, 250 shares, none subscribed C. E. 
McGinnis, A. V. Falcone, Richard S58. 
Hartman. 

Artists’ Managers, Inc. Capital stock 
250 shares, none subscribed. M. E. 
Marshall, A. V. Falcone, C. Taylor. 

Hollywood and Vine Corporation. 
Capital stock 100 shares, none sub- 
scribed. Carl Laemmle, Jr., Rosabelle L. 
Bergerman, Stanley Bergerman. 

Certified copy of International Film 
Libraries, Inc., Wilmington, Del. 


- Judgments 





Simple Simon Comedies, Inc., and Mack 
Stark; Ideal Sound Studios, Inc.; $1,778. 

Simple Simon Comedies, Inc.; Mack 
Stark and Louis A. Simon; Ideal Sound 
Studios, Inc.; $330. 

Tiffany Productions, Inc.; G. H. Tilson 


$1,468. 
Al Boasberg; R. I. $428. 


Norton; 


Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, May 22 

Maurice G. Cleary, Vay McAvoy Cleary; 
George M. Lewis, Florence H. Lewis 
default, $5,587. 

Pi'grimage Play Assn.; security Ma 
terials Co., $25,296.09. 

Dwight Frye; Stanley Fish; $1,627.08. 

Tom Mix: Dr. Gurn Steut; $1,500. 





C. WU. Penfield: Bennett Film Labora- 
tories, Inc.: Consolidated Film Industries, 
Inc.: H. T. James; costs. 

Victor E. Jory; Al Fletcher; default 
$149.84 

Robert S. Jensen; Fox Egyptian The- 
atre Corp.; costs. 

Fred J. Christenson; Emily C. Wise; 


! default, $800. 


Stock Market 





(Continued from page 6) 


ments when it looked as though the 
price structure was about to topple. 
There seemed to be strong support 
on any sharp recession while in 
fact plenty of distribution was be- 
ing done during organized spurts 
of the ticker with prices close to 
the best of the movement. 

Any market that can muster the 
amount of plunging operations such 
as those witnessed in a succession 
of sessions with volume above 4,- 
000,000 shares, must have some 
powerful friends downtown which 
argues well for the next phase once 
the market correction has been ac- 
complished. Prices spent most of 
the week riding on a shelf just 
above the best levels of the Sep- 
tember peak of 1932. Danger sig- 
nals began to fly Friday when it 
became apparent that the list 
couldn’t be pushed through to new 
tops and the best they could do 
downtown was to hold it even. 

Operators took up group after 
group in an effort to stimulate gen- 
eral buying, while stocks were be- 
ing passed along in other parts of 
the list. Rails were pushed aggres- 
sively up through their September 


tops, desire being to confirm the 
penetration of the same levels 
among the industrials. The week 


brought a budget of good news. 
Germany showed a disposition to 
conciliate, car loadings were favor- 
able and Telephone paid its regular 
dividend. These and other bullish 
factors were not enough to hold the 
trend definitely up, sure sign that 
the market was rounding out a 
top. Late in the week the House 
took up new tax legislation—notably 
a proposal to tax dividends and ad- 
vance the rate on incomes all! along 
the line. This development appar- 
ently touched off the Saturday break, 
and probably the deliberations of 
Congress on taxes will furnish fur- 
ther depressing news for the com- 
ing week. 


Loew’s Eases Early 


One of the first active stocks to 
abandon the climb was Loew’s. 
Cautious retreat was hinted here 
Friday when a sudden decline in 
the bid price carried it from 17% 
to 17. Bid was advanced for the 
close to 17%. Closing bids get into 
the newspapers while those prevail- 
ing from time to time during busi- 
ness hours do not. Suspicion was 
prompt that the clique in Loew 
wasn’t encouraging offerings. Stock 
gave evidence of finding plenty of 
<tock for sale around the recent top 
above 19 and the new caution sug- 
gested by mid-season bids didn’t 
help interest on the long. side. 
Loew's preferred went to a new 
high, meanwhile, and held its gains 
to the week’s end. Senior stocks 
again were wanted, disposing for 
the present of any inflation idea. 
Buying of common stocks on that 
basis has practically disappeared. 

Disposition of the Loew clique to 
move cautiously at this time is not 
necessarily a bearish signal for the 
long view. After all any new 
stimulus to the market will have 
to come from a revival of business, 
the Government's recovery program 
having been about completed. The 
approach of June is no time to un- 
dertake a run-up in amusement 
shares. One of the things that 
brought on last week's halt in the 
advance was the approach of the 
season when a spring revival begins 
to taper off normally. What busi- 
ness upturn there has been—and 
there has been real improvement— 
may have been in part due to an 
effort on the part of business to 
catch up with the interval in March 
when all industry was at a stand- 
still. Now the whole market is tak- 
ing a breath and examining the 














h.rizon anew to see what may be 
just ahead. 

It is reported that practically all 
the major investment services are 
unanimous in recommending in- 
vestments On any sizeable price set- 
back, basing their views upon busi- 
ness improvement already accom- 
plished and also upon the prospects 
of further betterment. 


Summer at Hand 


Any sign that the pace of trade 
will be maintained, would furnish 
stocks with a powerful incentive to 
go ahead. In that case the outlook 
for a brisk boom in the amusements 
would be anticipated for the au- 
tumn, but meanwhile there is the 
summer to be brid —1, with its sea- 
sonal falling off in boxoffice revenue 
and reduced theatre attendance. A 
speculative play on the long side, 
at this time, would seek out indus- 
tries in the best position to reflect 
business activity most promptly, 
leaving the amusements for a later 
time when they would stand to 
benefit from the fruits of betterment 
in the gene. ~l business situation, 
bringin:,; with it wide spread em- 
ployment and consequent freer pub- 
lic spending. In other words the 
theatre is likely to be late in get- 
ting into any revival of prosperity. 


Nothing is to be expected from 
the inflation theory at this time. 
Behavior of bonds last week dem- 
onstrated that much. The advance 
has continued almost without a 
lapse, with last week’s averages 
touching a new peak for the year. 
Amusements shared moderately in 
the movement, although their im- 
provement was not general. Number 
of receiverships and bankruptcies 
in the major units tend to discour- 
age buying even of loans, and there 
is a disposition on the part of even 
courageous speculators to take 
narrow profits, bringing on recur- 
rent dips in individual issues. 

Last week the picture here was 
mixed. The old Keith liens, for in- 
Stance, scored a new top at 45 on 
moderate dealings, while the Loew 
bonds practically stood still. Pathe 
7’s lost a point and the RKO de- 
bentures gave up 3 points of their 
recent advances. Warner Bros. de- 
bentures slipped back 1% after 
making a new '33 top at 28%. Op- 
erations geenerally seem to have 
been of a speculative character, 
based on the very low price of most 
of the securities, but the next big 
move in the group probably will be 
reflected first i:. the fixed income 
department, since this paper stands 
to suffer least from the reorganiza- 
tions that in several cases appear 
to be inevitable. 

Meanwhile last week disclosed a 
new interest in senior stocks. The 
old Universal first preferred jumped 
more than 3 points on trading in 
330 shares, a fair volume for this 
inactive. No trades in the old Or- 
pheum preferred, but in the face 
of a falling market Saturday the 
bid on this issue broke away from 
the long standing 1% going to 2%, 
13% offered price moving from 5 to 

Several of the operations in minor 
amusement stocks broke down un- 
der the general relapse of prices. 
Columbia Pictures gave way from 
a new top at 13, losing 1% net for 
the week at 11. Technicolor lost 
1% to 6% on sizeable turnover and 
Fox gave up most of its gain of the 
last fortnight, closing the week at 
3, off more than %. Consolidated 
Film did very well under the cir- 
cumstances, both issues coming to 
the Saturday final with fractional 
net gains for the period. Eastman 
Kodak scored a new top at 75% 
early in the week and carried a 
— of 1% to the end, closing at 


Summary for week ending Saturday, May 21: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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MURDER IN A 
PROJ ECTION RO 





Imagine our delight to find 
it was a PREVIEW FOR FAN vail 


So we asked them to let us 
you exactly what they’re going 
to tell millions of fans about this 


great M-G-M comedy! 


“A howling, smashing, screaming success. 
Lee Tracy out-Tracies anything to date as 
the go-getting, ambulance chasing, shyster 
lawyer. Right on the dot at every accident, 
even before it gets through happening, Lee 
reaps clients like a farmer reaps wheat, and 
by hook or crook (mostly crook) outwits 
the big corporations at every turn. And 
are they burned? But he’s finally tripped 
by no less a tripper than the fair Madge 
Evans. And does he fall? Second to that 
of Lee stands the marvelous performance 
of Frank Morgan as the drunken doctor 
accomplice. Madge Evans comes through 
in a big way as the little “stool pigeon” 
who falls for Lee, while Charles Butter- 
worth as Floppy, the professional accident 
case, brings many a howl.” 


PHOTOPLAY MAGAZINE (Selected as 
one of the 6 Best of the Month!) 


“Excellent Comedy. Lee Tracy hasn’t had 
such a perfect-made-to-order picture since 
‘Blessed Event,’ and that’s saying a mouth- 
ful. As a shyster lawyer, commonly known 
as an “ambulance chaser,” Tracy romps 
away with the picture and leaves you gasp- 
ing with laughter. There is one swell scene 
after another until the lovers are happily 
united.” —SILVER SCREEN 
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That’s what we 
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tell 










































“Lee Tracy fans, sit up and whoop! Here’s 
your Lee at his top-best, and you'll love 
him and the picture. The story moves as 
fast as-Lee talks, and you don’t stop laugh- 
ing at one gag before you’re roaring at the 
next. Is that recommendation? Okeh! 
Then take it. Charlie Butterworth, with 
the dead-pan comedy and some swell lines, 
will hurt your tummy with laughs. And 
for a howlingly ludicrous sequence, there’s 
a physical examination scene in which a 


bit-player named Herman Bing scores with 


a BING! ' The picture is jammed with 
twists, developments, gags that will more 
than pay you for the coin you gave the 
box office girl. This is A-1 entertainment 
for any moviegoer. It’s all right for any 


1933 youngster to see.”’ 
—MOVIE MIRROR 


“Lee Tracy’s gift of gab finds a perfect outlet 
in the role of a shyster lawyer who is equally 
at home chasing ambulances and troubled 
blondes. Miss Evans is appealing and 1 
can’t blame Phineas Stevens for being 
taken in. The lesser roles are so nicely cast, 
and this film is listed above the average.”’ 

—PICTURE PLAY 


thought! 
heard such 
excitement! 


MILLIONS 
OF FANS 
WILL READ 

THESE GREAT 
REVIEWS! 


You'v ve never 























“Lee Tracy steps out in a picture which 1s) 
without a doubt, his best since ‘Blessed 
Event.’ Fast, breezy pace, with a titter every 
few seconds. It’s a gem of a picture for 
everybody ... including the kids.” 


—MODERN SCREEN 


“*The Nuisance!’ What a break for, the 
audience. It’s Tracy’s best!” 


—SCREENLAND) 


“Tangy, gusty, amusing comedy melo- 
drama. Lee Tracy at his best gives a corking 
performance.” — SCREEN BOOK! 


And the Hollywood Previews 
are great, too! 
(“Great cast, story makes whale of comedy 
Perfect for Lee Tracy. It is a comedy smash, 
Aj joy to behold, and the laughs come about 
as fast as they have in anything screened in 
alongtime. Seldom has there been a betterd 
constructed, better played, | better-writtenl 
‘and better-directed comedy.* of 
—HOLLYWOOD HERALD 


“New Tracy picture swell. Directing, Actings 
Writing all great. A lot of people will 
it ties ‘Blessed Event.’ They'll turn out iy 


‘droves for this one.’ 
—HOLLYWOOD REPORTEB 


(Thank the fan magazines for these reviews in advance of publication. Use them in ads, house organs, heralds, lobby. etc., 
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Clean Sweep 





(Continued from page 7) 


against the company when not ‘n 
excess of $250,000. 

4. To execute any agreements and 
take steps deemed desirable by the 
trustees with respect to financing 
or refinancing of subsidiaries, and 
to consent to reduction, cancellation 
é6r release of any claims by the 
bankrupt against such subsids or 
their receivers or trustees. 

The Par trustees may take these 
steps without notice tr all creditors, 
Referee Davis has ruled. Notice, 
however, must go to various lawyers 
representing creditor groups, in- 
cluding Davis, Polk, Wardwell, Gar- 
diner & Reed, counsel for the bond- 
holders committee of which Frank 
A. Vanderlip is chairman; Szold & 
Brandwen, counsel for bondholders 
committee of which Lloyd A. Mun- 
ger is chairman; Nathan Burkan, 
counseiefor the creditors’ committee 
of which R. E. Anderson is chair- 
man: Beekman, Bogue & Clark, 
éounsel for the bank group com- 
mittee; Robert P. Levis, attorney to 
Allied Owners Corp., and Prudence 
Bond Co., and Victor House, Sam- 
uel Zirn and Saul E. Rogers, each 
of whom represent minority bond- 
holder yroups. 

House, Zirn and Rogers were not 
included in the original application 
but their names were suggested 
added, following protests before 
Referee Davis. 

At a special meeting of creditors 
Friday (19), when this matter was 
taken up, Referee Davis stated that 
it was desirable, as in the Kreuger 
& Toll, International Match and 
other bankruptcies, to avoid notice 
to all creditors in coiipromising 
smaller claims because if a meeting 
had to be c ‘!>? each time it would 
cost more to P-P than what was 
saved in any compromise or other 
trustee action. 

Two Compromises 


Two compromises of important 
claims have already been okayed. 

In one, it’s a compromise of a 
claim of Par against Art Cinema 
Corp., consisting in the aggregate 
principal amount of $210,000 on 
promissory notes, of which an ag- 
gregate principal amount of $50,000 
is now due and payable. Under 
compromise deal with trustees, Art 
Cinema agrees to pay to the trustees 
$150,000 in cash, together with in- 
terest upon $210,000 from Nov. 14, 
1932, to Feb. 1, this year, against 
surrender of the notes and certain 
debentures of Art Cinema which 
have been held in escrow as col- 
lateral security for the notes. 

The other compromise relates to a 
contrcversy between the trustees 
and the McNaughton Realty Co. of 
Buffalo, which leases four theatres 
there to Par. These leases are to be 
cancelled without liability to the 
bankrupt estate or the trustees and 
the trustees are to release all claims 
to the security deposited under said 
leases, now in the amount of ap- 
proximately $315,000, except $50,000, 
which is to be paid to the trustees. 
Remainder of security goes to the 
landlord and a new lease is to be 
drawn on a new corporation for a 
period of cwo years, with a 50% 
interest to Par. 

With the approval of these com- 
Promises, Referee Davis also au- 
thorized the trustees, in their dis- 
cretion and without further notice 
to creditors, to pay any and all ex- 
penses of Charles D. Hilles and 
Acolph Zukor as temporary receiv- 
ers in equity of Par-Publix and of 
any ancillary receivers in equity 
thereof. 

It was not revealed what this 
might amount to or whether the 
bill had been drawn up. Samuel Zirn, 
indie counsel for bondholders, noted 
objection to power of creditors’ 
meeting before Referee Davis to al- 
low these expenditures without no- 
tice to creditors. 

Ethan D. Alyea, 
P-P trustees, said 
the aggregate amount, 
that it wouldn‘t be large. 

Trustees’ Possibilities 

Complete text of steps trustees 
may take without notice to all credi- 
tors and special meetings thereupon, 
reads as follows: 

(a) To sell and dispose of, at pri- 
vate or public sale for cash or credit, 
or partly for each, without separate 


of counsel for 
he didn’t know 
but added 


in respect of literary and musical 
| productions and material, and any 
right, title, interest and privilege of 
the bankrupt in and to any furni- 
ture, fixtures, stores, supplies, film 
Stock, inventories, office and studio 
equipment, apparatus, machines or 
appliances. 

(b) To terminate and cancel, on 
such terms and conditions as the 
trustees may determine and the 
referee may approve, any and all 
leases to which the bankrupt is a 
party. 

(c) To settle, adjust and com- 
promise, subject to the approval of 
the referee, any and all claims by 
or against the estate in bankruptcy 
and to settle, adjust and compro- 
mise any controversy arising in the 
administration of the estate, pro- 
vided, however, that the trustees 
shall not settle, adjust or compro- 
mise any claim against the estate 
or any controversy arising in the 
administration thereof which in- 
volves in excess of the sum of $250,- 
00’, except on notice to the credi- 
tors. 

(d) To execute any and all agree- 
ments and to take any and all steps 
which the trustees may deem de- 
sirable and the referee may approve 
with respect to the financing or re- 
financing of any and all companies 
subsidiary to or affiliated with the 
bankrupt or the receivers or trus- 
tees of such companies and with 
respect to the preservation of the 
assets of the bankrupt estate and 
of such subsidiary or affiliated com- 
panies, and, subject to the approval 
of the referee, to consent to the re- 
duction, cancellation or release of 
any and all claims by the bankrupt 
against such companies or their re- 
ceivers or trustees. 


The Paramount trustees have 
brought in a specialist in bank- 
ruptcy routine, E. Paul Phillips, 


who occupied the same position in 
the United Cigar Stores and other 
large bankruptcies. He has taken 
offices at Par headquarters. 

All mail to and from _ trustees 
will pass through Phillip’s hands. 
He will see that nothing goes 
out on trustees’ stationery that 
shouldn’t go out. 





F-WC Reopens Circuit 
With 6 Montana Houses 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

First steps toward the rehabilita- 
tion of the Fox West Coast Thea- 
tre circuit is the return to operation 
by the home office here of six Mon- 
tana theatres, dropped at the time 
Pacific Northwest Theatres (F-WC 
subsid) went into bankruptcy early 
in January. Houses in the mean- 
time have been operated out of 
Seattle. 

Houses are Judith, Lewiston; 
American and Rialto, Butte; Liber- 
ty and Alcazar, Great Falls; and 
Fox, Billings. 

Two houses just closed by the 
circuit are the Broadway, Santa 
Ana, and the Scenic, Whittier. 





Installment License 
O.K., but No Minn. Cut 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

The city council is granting relief 
to theatres by permitting them to 
| pay their licenses in four quarterly 
installments, instead of one lump 
sum. 

Exhibitors had requested a drastic 
reduction in the license fees which 
run in excess of $500 a year for the 
Orpheum and State, leading loop 
houses. 

Aldermen decided that the city’s 
finances would not permit the re- 
duction at this time, but changed 
the method of payment and stated 
that consideration would be given to 
lower fees at a later date. 

Jack Gross, RKO Orpheum man- 
ager, started the fight for the re- 
ductions. He pointed out that tine 
theatres’ incomes have been sub- 
stantialiy curtailed, but license fees 
held up to the 1929 hoom time level. 





Restore Frisco Ops’ Pay 


San Francisco, May 22. 





appraisals, upon such terms and 
conditions as the referee may ap- | 
prove, any right, title, interest and | 
privilege of the bankrupt in and to | 
any motion pictures including the 
negative and positive prints thereof, | 
any right, title and interest of the 
bankrupt in, to and under scenario, | 
story, motion picture reproduction, | 
radio, broadcast, television, trans- 
mission, publication and other rights 


| Irving 


Projectionists and picture houses 
to terms this week, theatres 


came 
acceding to operators’ demands for 
$1.75 an hour instead of the $1.25 
seale set during the bank holiday. 
Operators first worked out the 
|deal with Fox-West Coast receiv- 
ers, with an association of inde- 
pendent houses chairmaned by 


Ackerman, falling tn line 


with the F-WC setup 





Small, but Black 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

It took two of the biggest 
b. 0. attractions of the season 
to take the Hermosa Beach 
(F-WC), Hermosa Beach, out 
of the red. Elouse played ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ for fur 
days, and then put on ‘42nd 
St.’ over the weekend. 

Result: $30 profit. 

—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


NEW ALLIED PREZ CALLS 
POW-WOW OF INDIES 


Minneapolis, May 22. 
Declaring that never before have 
producers forced such unfair con- 
tracts on exhibitors or used ‘such 
unfair methods and tactics,’ ‘Ben- 


nie Berger, newly elected president 
of Northwest Allied States, has 
summond all the territory’s exhib- 
itors to a July mass meeting here 
to frame a campaign. 

Berger, in a communication sent 

















to all Minnesota and North and 
South Dakota exhibitors, avers 
that the need for organization 


among independent theatre owners 
is pressing. He asks all exhibitors 
to enroll as due-paying Allied 
States members. 

Fox and Warner Brothers are 
singled out for attack by Berger as 
being particularly ‘unfair’ in their 
treatment of exhibitors. 

‘After delivering, in my opinion, 
one of the poorest products they 
have ever turned out,’ said Berger 
in his communication, ‘Fox had the 
audacity to sell ‘Calvalcadc’ and 
‘State Fair’ individually at terrific- 
ally high film rentals, plus per- 
centages. 

‘Warner Brothers are coming out 
with a picture which has not had a 
trade showing, ‘Gold Diggers of 
1933,’ and are selling it at a guaran- 
tee against 50-50. If ‘Gold Diggers’ 
is such a great show why do they 
keep it a secret? Wh: don’t Warner 
Brothers screen it and let the ex- 
hibitors know what kind of a pic- 
ture it is before asking theatre own- 
ers to sign up such a terrific deal? 

Berger asserts that ‘the organiza- 
tion is positively needed to protect 
you’ and that unless Northwest in- 
dependent exhibitors have a good, 
strong organization ‘they are all 
doomed.’ And, declares’ Berger, 
‘don’t think the producers care any- 
thing about you—if you are out of 
business there will be another suck- 
er stepping in.’ 

Failure of the producers to pass 
along to the exhibitors a portion of 
the savings effected through recent 
economiess also is changed by Ber- 
ger. ‘The producers have reduced 
their production costs over 50% 
and they still insist on getting as 
much or more for their product,’ he 
says. 

Through the organization's ef- 
forts, Berger says, express charges 
on films have been reduced 50% on 
return shipments, starting June 15. 
He admits that ‘the organization 
has been on the downward grade 
for the past 12 months and has got- 
ten into such a condition that it 
nearly broke up.’ but with W. A. 
Steffes back in the saddle as chair- 
man of the board of directors, he 
avers, things will be different hence- 
forth. 





Crystal Gazing Barred 


Minneapolis, May 22. 
Unfortunately for Paul Adams, 
W. A. Steffes, local owner of a 


chain of sure-seaters and former 
Allied States’ national president, 
regards fortune tellers scornfully. 

Adams is the erstwhile manager 
of Steffes’ World theatre in St. 
Paul. Recently, when a sum of 
money was stolen from the World 
theatre office, Adams, instead of 
reporting to Steffes, asked a for- 
tune teller for advice. 

Adams didn’t ,et the money back 
and finally informed Steffes of the | 
loss. The latter was unsympa- | 
thetic toward the methods used by | 
his manager to locate the thief. | 
Adams’ resignation was accepted | 
forthwith | 





Still Bombing 


Hollywood, May 22 
Stench bombing of theatres con- 
tinued over the week-end with the 
Marcal and Iris, both on Hollywood | 
boulevard, the targets. Though 





bombings have continued with reg- 


lularity for past six weeks police 
jhave failed to apprehend any 
culprits 


| elected 


Doctored Academy Constitution to 
Cure Ills Up for Vote Next Week 





Hollywood, May 22. 
Several minor changes will be 
made in the proposed new consti- 
tution and by-laws of the Academy 
before they are presented next week 
to the full membership for ratifica- 
tion. Changes were suggested when 
the instruments, as prepared by the 
constitutional committee, were read 


to the board of directors and the 
executive committees of the five 
branches. 


Despite the changes to be made, 
the new constitution will give a 
freer expression to the membership 
in the operation of the organization 
and remedy some of the claimed 
evils of management which came to 
the surface in the recent salary cut 
situation. 

Under the new operation plan the 
duties of the president will be min- 
imized; the various branches will 
become virtually autonomous and a 
new group, that of corporate mem- 
bership, will be instituted. 

Popular Election 
Constitution provides for popular 
election of officers and committees 
and if passed will eliminate the pre- 
vious hand-picked system of choos- 
ing leaders. It also gives each 
branch seven members instead of 
five on its executive committee; 
changes the board of directors to 
‘governors’ and makes it mgndatory 
that in every election at least two 
candidates must be put into nom- 
ination, 

One of the most radical depar- 
tures is the providing of member- 
ship in the Academy to the various 
motion picture companies as cor- 
porate members. Creation of this 
group is to take care of the ex- 
penses in connection with research 
in lieu of the $45,000 that has been 
contributed annually by the Pro- 
ducers’ Association, which the 
Academy now refuses. 

All funds to be received from the 
corporate members, under the pro- 
posed constitution, will go wholly to 
research work, the companies to de- 
fray the cost on a pro rata basis 
measured by the number of pictures 
produced by the studios each year. 
As tentatively figured each company 
will pay $100 in the Academy re- 
search fund for each film made. 

Provision is made whereby the 
Academy can depart from its pres- 
ent solo position in -he industry and 
‘have the power to co-operate or 
affiliate with any organization or 
association whose object is the bet- 
terment of the motion picture in- 
dustry as a whole, or on such terms 
and conditions as may be mutually 
agreed upon.’ 

Fraternal Spirit 

This is considered as opening the 
Academy to a general fraternizing 
with other bodies and gives it power 
in time of emergency to unite even 
with labor organizations in fighting 
for what its members might con- 
strue as being toward the better- 
ment of the industry. 

Corporate membership will not 
carry the right to vote but such 
membership will be represented on 
the research council and on other 
committees as the board of gov- 
ernors provide. 

Management and control of the 
Academy is to be exercised by a 
board of governors, consisting of 15 
members, three from each of the 
five branches. Terms of office will 
be three years, one to be elected 
from each branch each year. In 
the case of the first governors 
the term of office, whether 
for one, two or three years, will be 


decided on by lot. 
Board cf governors are. given 
power to suspend and expel mem- 


bers of the Academy for cause and 
to ratify, administer and enforce 
pacts, agreements and other codes 
established by the branches. 

While individual branches will 
have the power to try members for 
violation of by-laws and ethics and 





be 


| the 


to inaugurate its own code of ethics 
none of these issues can be final 
without ratification by the 
-rnors 
Penalties 


gZov- 


for such violation 


nature of censure, suspension 


| 


/ 


may | 
i.ccording to the constitution, in | 


' 


from membership, expulsion ofr 
other disciplinary measure. 
Other Clauses 

Among other features of the pro- 
posed constitution are: 

Machinery for repealing or amend- 
ing the constitution or by-laws on a 
majority vote. 

At least two candidates and not 
more than three must be nominated 
for each office or committee berth, 
While additional names can be sub- 
mitted by any 15 members. 

Instead of electing members by 
the board of directors, as formerly, 
this would be done by the board of 
governors plus the executive com- 
mittee of each branch, 50 in all. 

All balloting to be done secretly. 
(This to eliminate the previous hand 
picking system and vote by ac- 
claim). 

A system of recall whereby any 
officer or committee member can be 
drawn from office on complaint of 
any member following a hearing and 
a two-thirds vote of the executive 
committee of the branch involved, 
and a similar percentage vote of 
the governors. 


AIRDOME OUTLOOK 
GOOD ON MEX LINE 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

With the airdome season getting 
under way in the Imperial Valley, 
150 miles southeast of here, along 
the Mexican border, and several ad- 
ditions to the list of open air the- 
atres this season, outlook is for film 
shows in from eiglt to 10 amuse- 
ment places of this type during the 
next few months. 

Airdomes, already opened or get- 
ting ready to start in the next week 
include one in Beaumont, two in El 
Centro, one in Holtville, one in Cali- 
patria, one in Brawley, Calif., and a 
new one in Yuma, Ariz., just over 
the California line. With the ex- 
ception of the new Fox, El Centro, 
none of the regular Valley houses 
will operate during the summer, 


ONE EXHIB’S WORRIES 


Forms A. C. to Combat Naborhood 
Toughs—Does tthe Trick 
Detroit, May 22. 

Leon Krim, operator of four 
houses in this territory, has a new 
method of subduing rowdies. When 
h_ took over a new house, the Ava- 
lon, the nabe toughs declared them- 
selves in for free admissions. When 
refused, they slugged a few patrons 
and intimidated others. 

Krim had his son, a husky lad, 
chase the boys. After k.o.’ing a few 
of them he got them altogether and 
formed the Krim Athletic Club for 
the boys. Club promotes boxing 
matches, ete. All jake now. 


COAST CHAIN DROPS 2 
San Francisco, May 22, 

United California Theatres (Geo. 
Mann and Morgan Walsh, have 
turned over the National, Madera, 
to the Harvey Brothers for opera- 
tion. 

Deal forces J. G. McCall to 
transfer his managerial desk tothe 
National, Woodland, succeeding 
Cliff Morris. 
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3 California Redheads 


NOW, PARAMOUNT, N. Y., Week May 19 


NEXT WEEK, PARADISE, NEW YORK 


Direction JACK BERTEL 
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Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dir. George Mel- 


Pathe Stud " . 
: Culver City, Cal. Allied 


Hoot Gibson poses as a lawyer. 
Nov. 25. Rev. Feb. 7. 

From the play by Brandon Fleming. Marian 
Dir. Geo. Belford. 64 mins. Rel. 


Studios: 


Cowboy Counsellor, The. 
ford. 65 mins tel. 

Eleventh Commandment, The. 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale. 
Feb. 20. 

Intruder, The. Monte Blue, Lila Lee. 
Rev. April 25. 

lron Master, The. Success and romance in a steel mill. 
Lee, J. Farrell MacDonald, Virginia Sale. Dir. Chester M. 
min. Rel. Nov. 15 Rev. Feb. 7. 

Man’s Land, A. Hoot Gibson western in which he runs the gang to earth. 
Marian Schilling. Dir. Phil Rosen. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15, 

Officer 13. Motorcycle officer exposes racketeers. Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena 
Owen. Mickey McGuire, Jackie Searle. Dir. George Melford. 63 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Parisian Romance, A. Famous stage play. Lew Cody, Marian Shilling, Gil- 
bert Roland. Dir. Chester M Franklin. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 
Oct. 18. * 


Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 25. 


Reginald Denny, Lila 
Franklin, 66 


Offices: 1540 Broadwa 
Chesterfield New York, N.Y, 
Cupid in the barbershop. Barbara Kent, Joyce Compton, 
John Harron. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. 


Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

I Have Lived. A girl’s attempt to live down her past. Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Page, Ailen Vincent. Dir. Rich, Thorpe. Re.] June 15. 

King Murder. Original. Based on a celebrated N. Y. case. 


Beauty Parlor. 


Conway Tearle, 


Natalie Moorehead, Don Alvadaro. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 69 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 1 

Love Is Like That. Comedy. Rochelle Hudson, John Warburton, Dorothy 
Revier. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Mar. 15. Rev. May 9. 


Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 


lightly Married. Comedy drama, 
Srey Dorree h y, Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 


vost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. Time, 65 mins. 

Strange People. Mystery melodrama. John Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale 
Hamilton. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Women Won't Tell. Romantic drama. Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 


Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N, Y. 


Air Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Below the Sea. A thrilling tale of treasure on the ocean floor. Ralph Bel- 
lamy, Fay Wray. Dir. Al Rogell. 79 mins. Rel. April 25. 

Bitter Tea of General Yen. Roniance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 17. 

California Trail, The. A buckaroo hero who combines old world gallantry 
with dashing twentieth century action. Buck Jones, Helen Mack, Dir. 
Lambert Hillyer. 67 mins. Rel. March 24. 


Child of Manhattan. Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 


a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. Dir, Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 14. 

Circus Queen Murder, The. Murder under the ‘big top.’ Adolphe Menjou, 
Greta Nissen. Dir. Roy William Neill. 66 mins. Rel. April 10. Rev. 
May 9. 

Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 
Rev. Jan. 17. 


End of the Trail, The. A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 
redeems himself. Tim McCoy, Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 
58 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 


Man Against Woman. Man’s strength against woman’s wiles. som Holt, 


Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 68 mins. Rel. ov. 15. 
Rev. Dec. 20. 

Man of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 
57 mins. Rel. Jan, 20. : 


Mark It Paid. Original story of motorboat racing. Wm. Collier, Jr., Joan 
March. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Mussolini Speaks. The 1931 address with newsreel shots, Interpolations by 
Lowell Thomas. 74 mins. Special. Rev. Mar. 14. 

Night of Terror. Bela Lugosi and his haunting eyes—blood-curdling suspense 
—mysterious disappearances. Bela Lugosi, Sally Blane. Dir. Benjamin 
Stoloff. 65 mins. Rel. April 24. 

No More Orchids. A millionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
spirit. Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 
Hale. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 

- Lois Wilson. Dir. Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. Mar. 14 

Parole Girl. From Dance of the Millions.’ First offender, sent to jail, plots to 
be revenged on the man who put her there, but it boomerangs Mae 
Clarke, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Prevost, Dir. Eddie Cline. 67 mins. Rel. 


Mar. 4, Rev. April 11. 

Rusty Rides Alone. Tim McCoy curbs crime at every turn with his ever- 
faithful police dog pal. Tim McCoy, Barbara Weeks. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 58 mins. Rel. May 26. 

Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. Rel. Mar. 3 


Soldiers of the Storm. The first film featuring the v. S. Border Patrol and 
the part played by planes. Regis Toomey, Anita Page. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. April 4. 

This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 

” tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir, Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel, Feb. 24. 
Rev. April 25. mae 

tate Trooper. Original. Story of a war between two gas companies. egis 

. Sasmay, Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Mar. 28. 

That’s My Boy. Football story off the usual lines. Rich, Cromwell, Dorothy 
{em to ites Marsh. Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 
Nov. 22. 


The Woman | Stole. Jack Holt a swaggering overlord of the oil fields who 


outbluffs doublecrossers. Jack Holt, Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. 64 mins. Rel. May 1. 
Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 


This Sporting Age. 
Dir. AoW. ennison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 

Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins. Rel. Feb, 10. 

Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with unique situa- 
tions. Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker, Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 69 mins. 
Rel. May 5. 

Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 
any, Helen Chandler, Chas. Bickford. Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11, 

Virtue. A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Edw. SBuzzell. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Washington Merry-Go-Round. Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
sings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Western Code, The. Tim McCoy western. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 58 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Feb. 21. 

When Strangers Marry. Drama against the menacing magic of the tropics. 
Jack Holt, Lilian Bond. Dir. Clarence Badger. 68 mins. Rel. March 20. 

Whirlwind, The. A round-up of thrills and action. Tim McCoy, Alice Dahl. 
Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 59 mins. Rel. March 14, 


White Eagie. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express wanes ; 
el, 


Jones, Barbara 
Oct. Rev. 


Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. 
Sept. 27. 
Woman | Stole, The. A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 
Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Rel. May 1. 
. certan Offices: 1600 Broadway 
First Division lao Vor ae. 
Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 
Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight governments. 
91 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Condemned to Death. Based on the story Jack o’Lantern. Arthur Wontner, 
James Welsh. Dir. Walter Forde. 78 mins. Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Goona Goona. Love charms on the Island of Bali. Dir. Andree Roosevelt, 
Armand Denis. 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 28. Rev. Sept 20 
tee 


These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time .s given here 

is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release iength in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 
While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct. 
even thougk official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


adapting ‘As Good as New,’ Thomp- 
son Buchanan's play. 


Darryl Zanuck arrived back in 
town Thursday with the ashes of 
John G. Adolfi, director, who died 
in Canada whfle on a hunting trip. 


Helene Barclay, McClelland Bar- 
clay’s mag cover wife, will appear 
in the legit, ‘The Chickens Come 
Home.’ 


Irene Cattell, Margaret Hamilton 
and Hal Dawson of the original cast 
of ‘Another Language,’ have arrived 
to appear in the Metro version of 
the play. 


Abe Lyman and his combo have 
arrived from New York to go into 
the Cocoanut Grove June 1. Ella 
Logan and Gracie Barrie are along 
as warblers. 


Howard Swart, the Clem Clisby 
of KHJ, will do the background 
spieling in Mack Sennett’s re-issue 
of the silent Ben Turpin short, 
‘Small Town Idol.’ 


Allied Reducing Output 
Allied will increase its negative 
cost, and at the same time make 
fewer pictures for next season. This 
is in line with plans of other indie 
producers, 


Laird Doyle and John Weld are 
off Universal’s writing staff. Both 
were working on ‘Suicide Club.’ 





Constance Cummings’ second 
picture for British Gaumont is 
‘Chained Crossing.’ Anthony Bush- 
ell and Nigel Bruce are in the cast. 
Miss Cummings’ mother left here 
Sunday (2) to join her in England. 


Fred Miller, O. W. Lewis and 
Nathan Hoffman are the defendants 
in three small suits filed in Mu- 
nicipal Court by the National The- 
atre Supply Company to collect for 
theatre equipment, 





Harold Hecht will stage a ballet 
for the Hollywood Bowl during the 
summer concert season. 


‘Sounds’ on Again 

‘Bugle Sounds,’ Metro’s champ on 
and off the shelf picture, is again 
up for salvaging. J. K. McGuin- 
ness, writer, and Bernie Hyman, su- 
pervisor, are now unreeling the neg- 
ative in hope of reshaping it into 
a suitable release. 


Jolson Eastbound 
Al Jolson and Ruby Keeler left 
for New York Thursday, following 
the preview of ‘Gold Diggers of 
1933’ at Santa Barbara. Miss Keeler 
is due back here June 19 for ‘Foot- 
light Madness’ at Warners. 


Metro will star Stuart Erwin and 
Jimmy Durante in ‘Five Days,’ a 
story by Eric Hatch. Durante is 
due back here from New York 
June 15, 


Seeking to obtain $12,905 awarded 
him by a Massachusetts court, Ar- 
thur Hopkins has brought an action 
in Superior court here for that 
amount against Lillian Albertson 
Macloon. Money is claimed due for 
royalties on ‘Burlesque,’ produced in 
San Francisco in 1929 by Mrs. Mac- 
loon. 


Sues L. A. Paper for Libel 
Vivienne Sengler, actress, filed a 
$25,000 libel suit against the L. A. 
‘Herald-Express’ over the publica- 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Secrets of Wu Sin. Coolie smuggling racket unearthed. Lois Wilson, Grant 
Withers, Toshia Mori. Dir, Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan, 15, 
Rev. Feb. 28. 

Slightly Married. Marriage in a night court turns out well after all. 
Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Prevost. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 
Rel. Dec, 10. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Tex Takes a Holiday. All multi-color western of a mysterious stranger. Wal. 
lace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire. Dir. Alvin J. Nietz. 69 ming, 
Rev. Dec, 13. 

Thrill of Youth, The. 
June Clyde, Allen Vincent, Matty Kemp. 
Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 1. 


Studios: Durbaat, First National Offices: ee Peete ma 


alif. 
Blondie Johnson. The female Public Enemy No. 1. Joan Blondell, Chesteg 


Morris. Dir. Ray Enright. 67 mins, Rel, Feb. 25, 

Cabin In the Cotton. A social study of the poor whites. Rich. Barthelmess, 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael] Curtiz. Time, 79 mins. Rel, 
Oct. 15. Rev, Oct, 4, 

Central Airport. A triangle in the aviation game. Richard Barthelmess ang 
Sally Eilers. Dir. William A. Wellman. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Central Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 58 ming, 
Rel. Dec, 10. 
Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth Chatterton, Geo, 
Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 
Employee’s Entrance. Original ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ Warren William, 
Loretta Young, Alice White, Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 74 mins. Rel. Feb, 11, 
Rev. Jan. 24. 

Frisco Jenny. ‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. Ruth Chatterton, Donald 
Leet See Murray. Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. 73 mins. Rel, Jan. 14. Rev, 
an. 10. 

Grand Slam. 


Evalyn 
69 ming, 


A girl with two suitors cannot make up 


her mi 
Dir. Rich. Thorpe. nde 


65 mins, 


A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. Paul Lukas, Loretta 


Young, Frank McHugh, Glenda Farrell. Dir. William Dieterle. 67 ming, 
Rel. March 18. 

Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. Loretta 
Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30, 

Match King. Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier. Warren William, 
Lili Damita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-Wm. Keighley. 79 mins. Rel. 
Dec. 31. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Mind Reader, The. Mind-reading as a new racket. Warren William and 


Constance Cummings. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. 


Silver Dollar. Silver boom days in Col. Edw. G. Robinson. 
Green. 84 mins. Rel. Dec, 24. Rev. Dec. 27. 


They Call It Sin. Kansas gir) breaks into N. Y. show life. 
Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. 


Rey. April 11, 
Dir. Alfred B, 


Loretta Young, 
Time, 70 mins, 


Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. Joan Blondell, War- 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 63 


mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1 
Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. 
Spencer Tracy, Bette Davis, Dir. Michael Curtiz. 
Rev. Jan, 17. 

You Said a Mouthful. 
Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 


Studio: Fox Hills, 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book, 
78 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. 


Joe Brown swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Nov. 22, 


Fo Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
x New York, N Ye 


Adorable. Original. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir. Wm. 
Dieterle. 86 mins. Rel. May 19. 

After the Ball. British made. Love at a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 
Basil Rathbone. Dir. Milton Rosmer, 68 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 
Mar. 21. 

Arizona to Broadway. James Dunn, Joan Bennett. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel 
June 23. 

Bondage. Original. Drama. Dorothy Jordan, Alex, Kirkland. Dir. Al. Sang 
tell. 67 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. April 25. 


Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. 
Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. 
Sidney Lanfield. 61 mins, Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 7 

Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer’s story of a half breed girl. 
Monroe Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 


Broadway Bad. Modern drama, 
Dir. 
Clara Bow 


Call 
Time, 83 


mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nev. 29. 
Cavalcade. Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 


Rev. Jan. 10. 
Warner Baxter, Miriam 


length 110 mins. No release date set. 
Dangerously Yours. Society thief and girl detective. 


Jordan, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 22. 
Face in the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 


Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Rev. Feb. 21 
Five Cents a Glass. 
Rel, June 30. 


Love, music and beer. Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixons 


Handle with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, E) Brendel. Dir. 
David Butler. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec, 27. 

Hello Sister. Stage play. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, ZaSu Pitts. 60 mins. 
Rel. April 14. Rev. May 9. 

Hold Me Tight. Love in a department store. Jas. Dunn, Sally Eilers. Dir, 


David Butler. Rel. May 26, 
Hot Pepper. Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. Edmund Lowe, Vic. McLaglen, 
Lupe Velez. Dir. John Blystone. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 
Humanity. Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman's 
influence, 300ts Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir. John Fran- 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25. 


| Loved You Wednesday. Stage play of four tangled lives. Warner Baxter, 


Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. Dir. Henry King. Rel. June 9. 

Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To- 
bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marcel Varnel. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25. 

It’s Great to Be Alive. An only man in a world of beautiful women. Raul 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Alfred Werker. Rel. 
June 2, 

Life in the Raw. Western drama. Geo. O’Brien, Claire Trevor. Dir. Louis 
King. Rei. June 16. 

Me and My Gal. Comedy arama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Raoul 
Walsh, Time, 78 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. 

Pleasure Cruise. Play by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 
wife. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Rel. Mar. 24. Rev. April 4. 

Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Robbers’ Roost. Rustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing. 


Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Mar. 21. 


jallor’s Luck. Original. Romance of a U. 8S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Eilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Second Hand Wife. Banker's secretary steps from his office into his heart. 


George O’Brien. 


Sally Eilers, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1, Rev. Jan. 17. 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a new gangster twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. W. K. Howard. Time, 


Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 15 
Murdered diplomat 


68 mins. Rel. 


Six Hours to Live. Is revived to avenge his murder. 


Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 78 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 25 

Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo. O’Brien, Nell 
O’Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17. 

State Fair. From the novel by Phil Stong. Love and triumph at the state 
fair. Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. Dir. 
Henry King. 98 mins, Rel. Feb. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Tess of the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. Janet Gaynor, 
a ale Dir. Al. Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. 

OV. wwe 


Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.’ Will Rogers, Marian Nixon. 
Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec. 6 


Trick for Trick. Stage play of same title. Ralph Morgan, Victor Jury, Sally 
Blane. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 68 mins. Rel. April 21. 


Warrior’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 


had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. 74 mins. Rel. May 12. (Lasky produc- 
tion.) Rev. May 16. 


Zoo in Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal. 
Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 
Rel, April 28. Rev. May 2. (Lasky production.) 
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> Office: R.K.O. Bid ™ 
Freuler Associates New York, tv. 


od Pass. Original. Western. Hidden treasure and gov 
one Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Mar. 16. 


Millions. Original. Reputed millionaire loses his job, an inh 
Heer most his sweetheart. Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy burwenn. Ban een 
Newmayer. 
Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the top and back again. 
m. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O’Malley. G 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Nov. 15. 7. Di, Burton King. 


-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer days. T " 
Forty fcecarthy. 49 mins. Rel. Oct, 28. Rev. Dee 20... 1% Dir. J. P. 
mbling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth H 
ws Withers. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 2i. ‘Rev. 
Dec. 27. 
jes of Araby. Original. Sahara story of British army and Riff, with } 
K interest. Marie Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor, Dir. Phil ng 
- Rel. Feb. 23. 
nal Code. Story of a boy’s regeneration surmounting complications. 
Pena Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. Seotes Melford. ¢ 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Mar, 7. 


vage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white jungle beauty. Rochell 
8a Te oden. Walter Byron, Harry Myers, Adolph Miler. Dir. Sinery 
Fraser. 64 mins, el. Dec. 5. Rev. May 2. 
hen a Man Rides Alone. Robin Hood of the West and some darin t 
aed coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler, Adele Lacey, in SF = 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Jan. 29. 


Regis 
62 mins. 


Majesti 

ajestic 

Crusader, The. Drama of a crusading district attorney. Evelyn Bren., H. H. 
Warner, Ned Sparks, Lew Cody, Walter Byron, Marceline Day. Dir. 
Frank Strayer. 72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 11, 

Curtain at Eight. Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. Rel. 
May. 

Free Love. Rel. May 1. 

Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel. Mar. 1, 

Law and Lawless. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Can- 
utt, Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 
mins. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Outlaw Justice. Western drama. 
Keith, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer, 
Oct. 1. Rev. Feb. 28, 

Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. 
Hyams. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. May. 

Trouble Buster. Western. Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Rel. April 1. 

Unwi'tten Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeance. Greta Nissen, 
Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Hop- 
per. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Vampire Bat, The. A thriller, Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 
George E. Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Jan. 21. 
Rev. Jan. 24, 

Vie Pony Express. 
Rel. Feb. 8. Rev. May 9. 

Woman in the Case, The. Zita Johann. 
shield higher-ups. Rel. June, 
World Gone Mad, The. Story behind present-day conditions. Evelyn Brent, 
Pat O’Brien, Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar, 1. Rev. April 18. 


Offices: 1619 Broadway, 
New York City 


Jack Hoxie, Dorothy Gulliver, Donald 
Time, 61 mins. Rel. 


Paul Lukas, Leila 


Jack Hoxie western. Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin 


Woman is framed for a crime to 


Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, 4 Offices: 1600 Broadway 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. Y. 
Alimony Madness. Story of alimony evils. Helen Chandler, Leon Waycoff. 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 65 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. May 9, 


Newspaper reporter unearths a jury-framing case after 
many adventures. Helen Chandler, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Breezy Eason. 
67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Mar, 28. 


Heart Punch. Murier story with a prize ring angle. 


Behind Jury Doors. 


Lioyd Hughes, Marion 


Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 
Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter’s crime. Irene Rich, 
Conway Tearle. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


Rev. Nov. 29. 

Justice Takes a Holiday. Original. 
jail. H. B. Warner, Huntley Gordon, Audrey Ferris. 
nett. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. April 25. 

Malay Nights. Original. Mother love in the tropics. Johnny Mack Brown, 
Dorothy Burgiss. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 
Feb. 7. 


Midnight Warning, The. 


Father love drives a convict back to 
Dir. Spencer Ben- 


Original. Wm. Boyd, Claudia Dell. Dir. Spencer 
G. Bennett. 57 mins. Rel, Nov. 15. Rev. Mar. 14. 


Revenge at Monte Carlo. Diplomacy in a small European kingdom. Jose 
Crespo, Wheeler Oakman, Dorothy Gulliver. Dir. Breezy Eason. 63 


mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. May 2. 
Studios: Culver Cit Offices: 1540 Broadway 
Calif. Metro New York, N. Y. 


Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who is really a prince. 


Barbarian, The. 
80 mins. Rel. May 12. 


Myrna Loy, Reginald Denny. Dir. Sam Wood. 
Rel. May 16. 

Clear All Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy. Benita Hume. Dir. George Hil). 78 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Mar. 24. 

Devil’s Brother, The. Operetta ‘Fra Diavolo.’ 
King, Thelma Todd, Jas. Finlayson. Dir. Hal Roach. 
May 6. 

Divorce in the Family. L 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. 

* Time, 78 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Fast Life. Typical Haines story with a thrilling speea boat race. William 
Haines, Cliff Edwards, Conrad Nagel, Madge Evans. Dir. Harry Pollard. 
82 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Flesh.- Wallace Beery as a wrestler. Karen Morley, Riccardo Cortez, Jean 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. Tallulah Bankhead, 
Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15 
Rev. Nov. 22. 

Fast Workers. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae 
Clarke, Muriel Kirkland. Dir. Tod Browning. Rel. Mar. 10, Rev. Mar. 21. 

Gabriel Over the White House. From an anonymous novel. The U. S. under 
a dictator. Walter Huston, Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. Dir. Greg- 
ory La Cava. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. April 4. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. Robert Montgomery, 
Jimmy Durante. Madge Evans, Walter Huston. Dir. Jack Conway. 
Rel. May 5. Rev. May 2. 

Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. Sorcery in central Africa. 

Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm 


Laurel and Hardy, Dennis 
91 mins. Rel. 


Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 


Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Looking Forward. The story of a great London department store. Based on 
the English stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone. Dir. Clar- 


ence Brown. 93 mins. Rel. April 7. Rev. May 2. 

Made on Broadway. Original. Press agent power in_ politics and society. 
Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, Sally Eilers, Eugene Pallette. Dir. 
Harry Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. May 19. 

Mask of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 
Boris Karloff. Lewis Stone, Karen Morley. Dir. Chas. Brabin, Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 5 Rev. Dec. 6. 

Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. The war problem in 
1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone. Dir. Edgar Sel- 
wyn. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. March 14. 

Outsider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. 
Huth, Joan Barry, Frank Lawton. 90 mins, Rel. Jan. 27 

r story from the play of that title with Chas. 
eats 2 hig gg 8. Pale. Maureen PO Sullivan Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Loti gr Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. ev. Nov. 15. 

Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous play. Marion Davies, Onslow Stevens, 
Juliette Compton, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir, Robt. Z. Leonard. Rel. 
nig Po! M 

ity. wt depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly oran. 

~~ gan Wool Time, 87 pe Ay Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 29. 

H mpress. The Russian overthrow and its cause. John, 
wee © y- ig mg Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. Roadshow time, 
133 mins. Rel. March 24. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Harold 


Red Dust. Je:n Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of indo- 
China. }) ir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Reunion in Vienna. From Sherwood’s stage play. Exiled royalty returns for 
a last fling. John Barrymore, Diana Wynyard, Otto Kruger. Dir. Sid- 


Rev. May 2. 


ney Franklin. Rel. April 28. 
Based on Martin Brown’s play ‘The Lady.’ 


Secret of Madame Blanche, The. 


Irene Dunne, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 7. 

Son-Daughter, The. From the play by David Belasco. Helen Hayes, Ramon 
Novarro, Lewis Stone, Warner Oland. Dir. Clarence Brown. 681 mins. 


Rel. Dec 23. Rev. Jan. 3. 


Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neil] play 


‘ Norma Shearer, Clark Gable 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. tel. Dee. 30. Rev. 


Sept. @ 


Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. Joan 
Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. April 21. Rev. 
April 18. 

What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket. 
Phillip Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Sedgwick. 64 
mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14. 

White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. 
Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. April 14. 

Whistiing In the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 
a fa 


mous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan uw murder 
Dir. Elliot Nugent 


Helen 


himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. 
Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 


Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N. Y. 


Avenging Seas. British government agent’s love affair in Bombay. Benita 
ane, Soe. Barraud, Anne Grey. Dir. Millard Webb. 57 mins. Rel. 
ov. 20. 


Breed of the Border. Western in which an auto racer turns cowboy. Bob 
Steele, Marion Byron. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 53 mins. Rel. Mar. 1. 
Rev, May 16. 

Diamond Trail. Western. 
April 25. 

Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob Steele, Arletta Duncan. 
McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. March 14. 

Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D’Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Nov. 22. 

Gulity or Not Guilty. 
Betty Compson, Claudia Dell, Tom Douglas. Dir. Al Ray. 
Rel. Dee. 1. 

Hidden Valley. A ranch foreman takes to a blimp to locate a spot. Bob 
Steele, Gertrude Messenger. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 67 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Jungle Bride, The. Conflict on shipboard and in Africa. Anita Page, Chas. 
Starrett. Dir. Harry O. Hoyt and Albert Kelly. 63 mins. Rel, Feb. 15. 


Rel. Dec, 30. Rev. 


Rex Bell. Dir. Harry Fraser. 


Dir. J. P. 


Bootlegger’s moll frees from prison an innocent girl. 
65 mins. 


Rev. May 16. 
Lucky Larrigan. Western. Rex Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Mar. 28. 


Man from Arizona, The. Cowboy saves his pal from double harm. Rex Bell, 
Neoma Judge. Dir, Harry Frazer. 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Oliver Twist. Dickens’ story. Dickie Moore, Irving Pickel, Wm. Boyd, Doris 
Lloyd. Dir. Wm. Cowen. 80 mins. Rel, Feb. 28. Rev. April 18. 

Self Defense. From Peter B. Kyne’s “The Just Judge.’ Western story of a 
woman who runs a gambling resort. Pauline Frederick, Claire Wind- 


sor, Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. Phil. Rosen. 67 mins. Rei. Dec. 15. Rev. 
Feb. 21. (Originally titled ‘Self Defense’). 
Strange Adventure. Sob sister and detective avenge a millionaire. Regis 


Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and Hampton Del Ruth, 60 


mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Feb. 14. 
West of Singapore. Romance in the tropics. Betty Compson, Weldon Hey- 
burn, Dir. Al Ray. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. Rev. April 4. 
Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Story by Wellyn Totman. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Jan. 24. 
Studios: 5851 Marathon St. Offices: 1501 Broadway 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New York, N.Y. 


Bedtime Story, A. Original. Chevalier adopts a baby. Maurice Chevalier, 
Edw. Everett Horton, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. Norman Taurog. 85 
mins. Rel. April 21. Rev. April 25. 

Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. Stuart Erwin, 
Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. Rel. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Billion Dollar Scandal. 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 10. 

Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Dead Reckoning. Original sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Flying Dutchman 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale. 
Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel. Mar. 24. 

Devil Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir. 
Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Eagle and the Hawk, The. Story of the Royal Flying Squadron in the World 
War. Frederic March, Jack Oakie, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard. Dir. 
Stuart Walker. 74 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 16. 

Evenings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. Herbert Marshall, 
Sarl Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins, Rel. 


Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- 
Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 


Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 
Farewell to Arms. Hemmingway’s nove) of war on the Italian front. Helen 
Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins. 


Rev. Dec. 13. 

Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama, Carole Lombard, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 21. 

He Learned About Women. Comedy drama. Stuart Erwin, Allison Skip- 
worth. Dir. Lloyd Corrigan. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 

Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- 
délf Scott, Sally Blane. Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Heritage of the Desert. Zane Grey story. Western theme. Randolph Scott, 
Sally —~_ J. Farrell Macdonald. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 68 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. March 14. 

Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 8 

If | Had a Milllon. How various persons would react to an inheritance. Gary 
Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, Jack Oakie and many 
others, each in a single sequence. Directional sequences by various di- 
rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Chas, Kenton. December special, Rev. Jan. 17. 

King of the Jungle. Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. Dirs. Hum- 
berstone-Marcin. Jan. special release. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam, Speakeasy prop. mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. Grand Hotel on shipboard. 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale. Dir. by Lothar 
Mendez under B. P. Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles. 
Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 
Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 18, 
Murders In the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller. Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 

Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. April 4. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 
stance Cummings, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 1. 

No Man of Her Own. From the novel ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 
special. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. Sesge M. Cohan, 
Jimmy Durante, Claudette Colbert. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 
Oct. 4. 

Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service station sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 28. 

She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 
Noah Beery, Owen Moore. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. 
Feb. 14. 

Sign of the Cross, The. 
Roman persecution of the Christians. 


Rel, Jan. 6. 
From Hell to Heaven. 


Clark Gable, 
December 


Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett’s play of 
Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 


Elissa Landi, Chas, Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 118 mins. Regu- 
lar release Feb. 10. Rev. Dec. 6, 
Song of the Eagle. Beer problem from the angle of an honest brewer. Chas. 


Bickford, Rich. Arlen, Jean Hersholt, Mary Brian. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 

65 mins. Rel. April 28. Rev. May 2. 

Story of Temple Drake, The. From Wm. Faulkner's ‘Sanctuary.’ The story 
of an oversexed girl. Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jr. 
Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 9. 

Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 

non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 

lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 19. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Supernatural. Original. Odd story of a transferred soul. Carole Lombard, 
Randolph Scott, Vivienne Osborne. Dir. Victor Halperin. 65 mins. 
Rel. May 12. Rev. April 25. 


Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward’s “The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ Claudette 
Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker, Rel. 
Jan. 13. Rey. Jan. 24. f 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. Miriam Hop- 

kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, ¥#1 

mins. Rel. Oct. 21, Rev. Nov. 15. 
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tion of a story that quoted Maurice 
Costello in connection with a $100,< 
000 breach of promise suit against 
him. Complaint states that it put 
her in the light of being a ‘vile 
and fraudulent blackmailer.’ Seng- 
ler-Costello suit was dismissed last 
year. 





Lester Cohen is adapting ‘The 
Doctor’ for Lionel Barrymore at 
Radio. John Robertson directs. 


Humphrey Pierson gets a similar 
assignment on ‘Joy Appelby, Maker 
of Men.’ 





Acting as local assignee for all 
its affiliates, Southern California 
Telephone Co., has filed suit against 
Hughes-Franklin theatres for a to- 
tal of $1,103.80 in toll calls. 





Universal has released Armand 
Schaefer from his directorial con« 
tract so he can go to Mascot to 
meg ‘Fighting with Kit Carson,’ se- 
rial. 


Following a story disagreement 
with Walter Wanger, Gertrude 
Purcell walked out of Metro’s write 
ing department. She was on ‘An<« 
other Language.’ Vicki Baum 
washed up her contract last week 
and left for Germany. 


Tracy Has Ideas 

Lee Tracy left for New York last 
week for his first eastern visit since 
coming her following the closing of 
‘Front Page,’ Actor refused to take 
orders from the studio as to where 
he was to stay in New York and 
how he was to entertain. Claims 
he’ll do as he did before he made 
picture. 


William Goetz left RKO as an as-¢ 
sociate producer Saturday. He will 
confer with Darryl Zanuck regard< 
ing plans for the 20th Century or- 
ganization before taking a 10-day 
vacation in San Francisco. 


Bertha Matlock Hurt 


Bertha Matlock, doing a ‘slide for | 


life’ with the Barnes circus at 
Francisco, sustained a _ fractured 
pelvis when she fell from the wire 
at the matinee, last Thursday. Wil- 
liam Matlock, her father, saved her 
from death when he attempted to 
catch her, breaking her fall. 


Fulton theatre, Oakland, straight 
picture house, goes vaudefilm May 
25 using 10 acts on a split. Bert 
Levey office books. 


Rent Hoist Burns Scribes 
Screen Writers Guild, because of 
a 200% jump in rent, has moved 
from the Writers Club .to 1655 
North Cherokee, taking with it the 
Manuscript Registering Service. 


John Robertson returns to Radid 
to meg ‘The Doctor,’ with Lionel 
Barrymore. 





Sam Mintz and Glenn Tryon are 
giving the fourth treatment to 
‘Rafter Romance’ at Radio. At 
the same plant; Frank Wead is as- 
sisting F. McGrew Willis on an An- 
napolis yarn, and Albert Shelby 
Levino will adapt ‘Rodney.’ 


Peter Milne, Louis Stevens, Gra- 
ham Baker, Gene Towne, Al Cohn 
and Erwin Celsey, have been added 
to the Warner writing staff. 


Chesterfield has put an untitled 
pic in production as its first for the 
1933-34 season. Anita Page and 
Alan Dinehart featured, Dick 
Thorpe directing. 


MacQuarrie Brothers will stage 
the Martha Stanley play, ‘Com- 
promised,’ at the L. A. Theatre 
Guild (formerly the Egan), 


Lois Wilson spotted in one of the 
three leading parts in KBS’s ‘Del- 
uge.’ 


Settlement of $2,759 on Thomas 
F. Vajda, minor son of Ernest 
Vajda, by Henry F., Nellie M., and 
John C. Hooker for a troken arm 
suffered in an auto accident, ap- 
proved by Superior Judge Parker 
Wood, 


‘Worst Woman’ Candidates 
Martin Brown is polishing up the 
‘Worst Woman in Paris’ script at 


Fox, with Tallulah sankhead, 
Gloria Swanson, Ina Claire, Jean 
Harlow, Claudette Colbert and 


Nancy Carroll being mentioned as 
possible leads. 





-_ 

With ‘Speed King’ and ‘Between 
Midnight and Morning’ starting 
simultaneously at Radio, Robert 


transferred 
former to 


Armstrong has been 
from the cast of the 
‘Midnight.’ 
Lesser’s Serial Splurge 

Sol Lesser, preparing ‘Tarzan the 
Fearless’ serial, is planning to go 
into serial production on a big scale. 
He owns the rights to ‘Peck’s Bad 
3oy’ and is having a _ serialized 
script prepared. Also planning an- 





other as yet untitled. 

Alice Brady received a term con- 
tract itom Metro after two weeks 
of dickering following the preview 
of ‘When Ladies Meet.’ 
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‘Maedchen,’ Rebooks It; 
Anti-Hitler Feeling 


Creveland, May 22. 


Due to a storm of protests from 
anti-Hitler organizations, Fred 
Cleary pulled ‘Maedchen in Uni- 
form’ out of indie Allen the day 


before its scheduled opening. Local 
groups which have been boycotting 
German products, started campaign 
against German-made pix by cir- 
culating petitions :nd finally hold- 
ing a protest meeting. Understood 
that they threatened to put a ban 
on theatre if it was shown. 

Film critics who had previewed 
the pic squawked loudest about its 
cancellation, following it up with a 
public debate on its values and sig- 
nificance. After getting a flood of 
calls from sympathizers who fa- 
vored showing of ‘Maedchen’, Cleary 
changed his mind and rebooked it 
for week after next, providing the 
antagonism against Hitler blows 
over by that time. 


MPLS. EXHIBS BURNING 
OVER FREE ADMISHES 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

Exhibitors here are up in arms 
over the policy of some theatres of 
dispensing free admissions and 
making frequent bargain rates. Part 
of the blame for present poor busi- 
ness is placed on the large amount 
of gratis or cheap entertainment 
available. 

The Lyceum, independent loop 
first-run house with a 25-piece or- 
chestra and singers, has passed out 
thousands of free tickets and also 
has given away admissions with 
bags of peanuts at the baseball park. 
Fhe Gayety, stock burlesque house, 
has been giving away free tickets 
which entitle holders of the best 
Seats on payment of a 15c. service 
charge. The Shubert, dramatic 
stock house with a 55c top, used 
two-for-ones on _ certain nights. 
Many neighborhood theatres have 
cut their admission to 15c. and dime 
grind houses are numerous in the 
Loop. 

Waging warfare against the free 
shows, the Mianeapolis Film Board 
has agreed not to sell any films for 
any purpose unless a dime mini- 
mum admission is charged. 

Exhibitors claim that local mer- 
chants ure responsible for much of 
the unfair competition. Obtaining 
bootleg pictures and films from 
some of the independent exchanges, 
they put on and advertise the free 
shows to keep their townspeople at 
home. 


F-WC Can’t Handle All 
Pix, So Pan Gets Five 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Overboard on product, because of 
only one first-run situation locally 
(Loew's State), Fox-West Coast has 
released five forthcoming MGM pix 
to Alexander Pantages, for first 
showing in the Pantages, Hollywood. 
Pix contracted by Pantages include: 
‘Peg o’ My Heart,’ ‘Clear All Wires,’ 
‘Made on Broadway,’ ‘The Barbarian’ 
and ‘Devil's Brother.’ 

Pantages also has a tentative deal 
closed with United Artists for the 
latter’s product for the Pantages. 
Both the MGM and UA deals are 
contingent upon Pantages reopening 
the Hollywood deluxer bearing his 
name. 

Legal entanglements are holding 
up the dumping of the house, de- 
spite its lease having been disaf- 
firmed by the F-WC trustees several 
weeks ago. 


St. P. Stickup Epidemic 


St. Paul, May 22. 

On the heels of three recent the- 
‘tre stickups come two more, this 
time varied with a kidnaping. Ab- 
ducting assistant mgr, Phil Soucy, 
as he was walking to work, two 
bandits forced him into their car 
and drove him to the Publix nabe 
Uptown, forced him to open the 
safe, and obtained $360. The jani- 
tor, who saw the trio arrive and 
opened the door for them, said he 
thought the police were escorting 
Soucy to take the week-end receipts 
to the bank. This marks the second 
haul from the Uptown within three 
months, 

A’ smaller job was ‘pulled at ‘the 
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Secret service bests the gangsters. Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2, Rev. Dec. 6. 

Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, 
Hillic, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 


Undercover Man. 


Verna 


Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Grey’s story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
Kohler. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins, Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. 
Jan. 17. 


Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors. 


Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure eruise. Nancy 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan, Rel. Feb. 17. 
Rev. Mar. 14. 
> 4 Offices: 11 West 42d St., 
P rincipal New York, N. Y. 


British made with Adolphe Menjou and Claude Allister 


Blame the Woman. 
Dir. Fred Niblo. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


as a pair of crooks. 


Devil’s Playground, The. George Vanderbilt's expeditionary film. 54 mins. 
tel. Jan 1. Rev. Jan. 3 

Jungle Gigilo. Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 55 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 15. 

Voodoo. Travel. Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Sergeant Wirkus, 


4 reels. Rel. Feb. 15, 
Underwater exploration. 


‘White King of LaGonave.’ 
With Willlamson Beneath the Sea. 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


an. 1. Rev. Nov. 29. 
R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C. 


The man who could not distinguish between his wife 
Dir. Edw. H. 


60 mins. Rel 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 


Animal Kingdom, The. 
and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, Myrna Loy. 
Griffith. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Cheyenne Kid. The. Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill. 56 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 20. 


Christopher Strong. From Frankau play. Story of a daring English avia- 


trice. Katherine Hepburn, Colin Clive, Billie Burke. Dir. Dorothy Arz- 
ner. 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar, 14 
Conquerors, The. A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 


Rich. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May Oliver. Dir. Wm, Wellman, Time. 


84 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Diplomaniacs, The. Wheeler and Woolsey are sent by an Indian tribe to 
bring peace to the Geneva Conference. Dir. Wm, Seiter. 59 mins. Rel. 
May. Rev. May 2. 

Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 
Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 27 

Great Jasper, The. Novel by Fulton Oursler. Dix as a motorman who turns 
palmist. Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir. J. Walter 
Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Feb. 21, 


Half-Naked Truth, The. From Harry Reichenbach’s memoirs of a press 


agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. 
75 mins. Rel, Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 3 
King Kong. Original. A 50-foot ape is captured in the wilds and creates 


havoc when it escapes while on exhibition in New York, Fay Wray, Robt. 
Armstrong. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 100 mins. Rev. April 7. 


Little Orphan Annie. Based on the cartoon. Mitzi Green. Ed. Keennedy. 
Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. Rev. Déc. 27. 
Glorifying the picture stunt men, Bill Boyd, Wm. 


Lucky Devils. Original. 
Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. 


Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. 
3. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Man Hunt. Junior amateur detective captures jewel thieves. Junior Durkin, 
Mrs. Wallace Reid, Virginia Henry. Dir. Irving Cummings. 64 mins. 
Rel. Mar. 24... Rev. May 9. 

Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 
Rev. Mar. 14. 
Men of America. 
Time, 57 mins. 
Monkey’s Paw, The. 
Aubrey Smith, [van Simpson, Louise Carter. 
mins. Rel. Jan. 13. 
Most Dangerous Game, The. 
sport. Joel McCrea, Fay Wray, Leslie Banks, Dir. 
Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22. 

No Other Woman, Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 


Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson. Chic Sale. Dir. 
Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Feb. 28. 

W. W. Jacobs mystery story of a hoodooed charm. C. 
Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 56 


Ralph Ince. 


Island recluse who hunts human beings for 
E. Schoedsack 


the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 68 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 31 . 

Our Betters. From ?"’augham’s play. English high society. Constance Ben- 
nett, Gilbert Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 84 mins, Rel. Mar, 17, Rev. 
Feb, 28. 


Past of Mary Hélmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her 
son of murder. Helen MacKellar, Eric Linden, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. 
Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. May 2. 


Penguin Pool Murder, The. Stuart Palmer’s novel; murder mystery. Mae 
Clark, Robt. Armstrong, Edna Mae Oliver, James Gleason. Dir. Geo. 
Archainbaud. 66 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Phantom of Crestwood, The. Mystery at a week-end party. 
Katherine Morley. Dir. J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 mits. Rel. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Renegades of the West. Cowboy avenges his father’s death and cleans up the 
rustlers. Tom Keene, Betty Furness, Roscoe Ates, Rockcliffe Fellowes. 
Dir. Casey Robinson. 55 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. 


Ricardo Cortez, 
Oct. 14. 


Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet’s in again. Jack Oakie, Vivienne Os- 
SeEne, George E. Stone. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 68 mins. Rel, Feb. 10. Rev. 
eb. 28, 
Scarlet River. Picture company films a western film. Tom Keene, Dorothy 
Wilson, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Otto Brown. 64 mins, Rel. Mar. 10 


Secrets of the French Police. 
Gregory Ratoff. Dir. 
Rev. Dec. 13. 

Silver Cord, The. 
Crews, Joel 


Gwill Andre, Frank Morgan, 
68 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. 


Foreign mystery. 
Ed. Sutherland. Time, 


Irene Dunne, Laura Hope 
John Cromwell. 76 mins. 


Mother love carried to excess. 
McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. 
Rel. May 19. Rev. May 9. 


Sport Parade. Novelty story. Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. Time. 65 mins, Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Dec. 20. 
perange Justice. Oddities of the criminal code. Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, 
Reginald Denny. Dir. V. C. Schertzinger. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. 
Sweepings. Novel. Biographical study of a merchant prince. Lionel Barry- 
more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. Dir, John Cromwell, 77 mins. Rel. 
April 14. Rev. Mar. 28. 
Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. Willy Forst, Trude von Molo 
Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. v. Sept. 15. 
Thirteen Women. From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of suggestion 
Ricardo Cortez, Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 60 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 138. 
Topaze. From the stage play of that title by Marcel Prevost. French story 
of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- 
more, Myrna Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. 
Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 8. 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


United Artists 


Philip Merivale stage hit Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phyllis 
Dir. King Vidor. Time, 79 mins, Rel. Dec, 28. Rev. Jan. 3. 

i'm a Bum. Al Jolson introduces the new ‘rhythmic dialogue.’ 
Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- 
lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 14. 


| Cover the Waterfront. Adaptation of Max Miller’s best seller about his 
exploits in the San Diego harbor. Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon and 
Ernest Torrence. Dir. James Cruze. 70 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 22. 


Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in 


Cynara. 
Barry. 


Hallelujah, 


Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. 
21. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Magic Night. Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan. Dir. Herbert Wilcox 


Time, 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Perfect Understanding. Swanson original laid in England. Gloria Swanson, 
Laurence Olivier, Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. 
Dir. Cyril Gardner. 84 mins. Rel. Feb. 22. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Jeanne Eagles’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. 
Wm. Gargan. Time, 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rey. Oct. 18. 
Samarang. Love amid the pearl divers in Malaysia. Native cast. 
Wing. 60 mins. Rel. June 23. 

Secrets. Stage play. Man tries to hide from his wife secrets she pretends not 
to know. Mary Pickford, Leslie Howard. Dir. Frank Borzage. 83 mins. 
Rel. April 16. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Yes, Mr. Brown. Farce comedy with music, laid in Vienna. Jack Buchanan, 
Margot Grahame and Elsie Randoiph. Dir. Jack Buchanan. 69 mins 


Rain. Dir 


Dir. Ward 





Tabe’ jndie Astor, where bandits 
Brabbed off $35.85: in cash and candy 
from a vending machine. 

- mn 


Afraid to Talk. From the stage play ‘Merry-Go-Round’ about crooked 
Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Calhern. Dir. 
Cahn. 74 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 20 


ir Mail, The. Commercial flying thrill story. Pat O’Brien, Ralph B 
tte Dir. "John Ford. ’ ellamy, 


Politic 
awe 


Gloria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Time, 85 mins. Rel 
Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 8. 
All American, The. Football story. Rich, Arlen, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russell 


Rev. Oct. 14, 
Love story unfolded in scenic beauty of 

Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins. Re} 
Mar. 23. Rev. April 18. : 


Big Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, different from jungie films, 
Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine. Dir, Kurt 
Neumann. 78 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. May 16. 

Cohens and Kellys in Trouble. Comedy. Famous team in story with nautica} 
background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. Dir. George Steveng, 
Rel. March 23. Rev. April 18. 

Destination Unknown. Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific. 
O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson, Dir. Ray Garnett. 
Rev. April 11. 

Fighting President, The. Newsreel assembly of the life of F. D. Roosevelt, 
Screen ‘tecture by Edwin C, Hill. Special release. Rev. April 11. 


Hidden Gold. Tom Mix pals with bank robbers to locate hiding place of theig 


Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. 


Be Mine Tonight. Comedy-drama. 
Swiss Alps. Starring Jan Kiepura. 


P 
Rel. Mar. 


loot. Judith Barrie, Ray Hatton, Eddie Gribbon, Dir. Arthur Rosson; 
58 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 
King of the Arena. Ken Maynard in a circus story. Lucille Brown, Robt, 


Kortman. 6 reels. Rel. June 18. e 
King of Jazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. Dir. Johq 
Murray Anderson. 9 reels. Rel. May 18. 
Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy 
Dir, Jas. Whale, 


Carroll, Paul Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. 
67 mins. Rel. April 20. Rev. May 16. 

Laughter in Hell. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir, 
Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 17 

Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that exists between a 


man and his dog. Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. April 6. 

Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Mannerg, 

Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 10. 

Nagana. ‘Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank, 

Rel, Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cale 

hern. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 

Old Dark House. A night of terror in an a country home. Boris Kare 
loff. Melvyn Douglas, Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale, 

Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Out All Night. Comedy. Slim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. 

Rel. April 13. Rev. April 11. 

Private Jones. Comedy in which a slacker finds himself very much in the 
war. Lee Tracy, Donald Cook, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russell Mack. 70 
mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 28, . 

Rebel, The. Napoleonic story in the Austrian Tyrol. Vilma Banky, 
Trenker, Victor Varconi, (Foreign made.) Dir. Luis Trenker, 
Knopf. Rel. June 1 

Rome Express, The. British made. Grand Hotel on a French train. Esther 

Ralston, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Walter Forde. 85 mins. Rev, Feb. 28. 

Rustlers’ Roundup, The. Action Western with Tom Mix, Diana Sinclair. Dir, 

Henry MacRae. 56 mins. Rel. Mar. 16. 


Terror Trail. Original. Tom Mix western. 


Dir. Sam Taylor, 


Luis 
Edwin 


Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, 


Ray Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins, Rel, Feb, 2. Rev, 
Feb. 14. 

They Just Had to Get Married. Matrimonial adventures of a newlyrich 
couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts, Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 71 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Feb. 14 

Studios. Burbank, Offices: 321 W. 44th St 

Calif. Warner Brothers New York, N. ¥, 

Ex-Lady. An experimental marriage strikes a snag. Bette Davis, Gene Ray- 
mond, Frank McHugh. Dir. Robert Florey. 67 mins. Rel. April 8, 
Rev. May 16. 

12d Street. A musical production with the theatre as the background. Bebe 


Daniels, Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George Brent, Ginger Rogers, 
Dick Powell, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 89 mins. Rel. Mar. 11, 
Rev. 14. 

Girl Missing. 
Lyon, Mary Brian, Peggy Shannon, 
Mar. 4. Rev. Mar. 21. 

Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Brian, 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Rel. Jan, 28. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Haunted Gold. Search for gold In a haunted mine. John Wayne. 


Glenda Farrell, Ben 
69 mins. Rel, 


two girls cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. 
Dir. Robt, Florey. 


Dir. Mack 


Wright. 58 mins. Rel, Dec. 17. Rev. Jan. 17. 
| Am a Fugitive. From the story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ Paul 
Muni, Glenda Farrell, Dir. Mervyn Le Roy, Time, 93 mins. Rel. Nov. 


19. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Keyhole, The. A woman finds herself the wife of two men, Kay Francis, 
George Brent. Glenda Farrell, Dir. Michael Curtiz. Rel. Mar. 26, 
Rev. April 4. ‘ 

King’s Vacation, The. 
out to visit his first wife. 
Feb. 28. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. 


The king takes time 
62 mins, Rel, 


From a story by Ernest Pascal. 
Geo. Arliss. Dir. John Adolfi, 


William Powell, Joan Blondell, 


Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 7% Rev. Jan. 3 
One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Powe 
ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft. Doug. 
Fairbanks, Jr., Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E, Green. 72 mins. Rel 
Jan. 28. Rev. Jan. 3 


in Constantinople. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 


Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees 
Dir. Wm, Dieterle. Time, 68 mins, 


Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman. 

Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 8 
Telegraph Trail. Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph, 

John Wayne, Frank McHugh, Marceline Day. Dir. Tenny Wright. 56 
i mins. Rel. Mar. 18. Rev. April 4. 


Untamed Africa. Thrilling African adventure. 
D. Hubbard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. 


Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrell. 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 18. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Working Man, The. Original. Romance in the shoe business. Geo. Arlisa 
Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 77 mins. Rel. May 6. Rev. April 25. 


World Wide °™°**: 


(Releasing Through Fox) 


Between Fighting Men. Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers, 
Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, *2 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. 


Breach of Promise. The ruin of a man’s career. 


Under supervision of Wynant 


Mystery and thrills in a wak 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Chester Morrig, May Clarke, 


Mary Doran. Dir. Paul Stein. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. 
Nov. 22. 
Constant Woman, The. From Eugene O'Neill's play ‘Recklessness.’ Conrad 


Nagel, Leila Hyams. Dir. Victor Schertzinger, Rel. Mar. 18. 

Death Kiss, The. A murder mystery with a motion picture studio back- 
ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. Dir. 
Edwin L. Marin. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 8. 

Drum Taps. A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May- 
nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir. J. P. Mc- 


Gowan. 61 mins. Rel. Jan. 29. Rev. May 2. 
Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 
om Pee Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 
ec. 27. 


Lowell Sherman, Lila 
Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. 


False Faces. Doctor makes a racket of his profession. 
Lee, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Sherman. 
Nov. 29. 

Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir, Alan James. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Mar. 7. 

Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakes win. 
Mack Sennett. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 17 

Lone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maynard western. 
Alan James. 61 mins. Rel. May 14, 


Phantom Thunderbolt. Ken Maynard western in which 
Gulch get the railroad by cleaning out a gang. Francis Lee, 
James. 61 mins. Rel. Mar. 5. 

Study in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde, 
Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 73 mins. Rel. May 14. 

Race Track, Original. Turf story. Leo Carillo, Kay Hammond, 
Coghlan. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 78 mins. Rev. Feb. 25. 

Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteran of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vil- 


Moran and Mack. Dir. 


Muriel Gordon. Dit. 


he helps Coyote 
Dir. Alan 


Junior 





No date 


set. 


lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexél. Dir. R. N, Bradbury. Time, 57 mins 
Rel. Aug. 28. Rey. Nov. 15. 
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bstone Canyon. Western, in which the hero tries to solve the myst 
Tom his birth. Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Alan James. Rel, Deo. ob. 
Rev. April 11. 
ng the Killer. Epic of the North Woods. 
Tallin ane. 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Married happ-ness and a past. Jack Oakie, Shirley Grey 
Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. Rev. Nov. 20. 


Dir. Herman C. Raymaker. 


wn New York. i 
— Dir. Victor Schertzinger. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


A mother borrowed from 


Bachelor Mother, The. (Hollywood Pro.) Original. 
Evalyn Knapp, Jas. Murra, 


an old ladies’ home walks into tragedy. 


Margaret Seddon. Dir. Chas. Hutchinson. 69 mins. Rel, Jan. 3. Rev. 
Feb. 21. 
Town. The. (Invincible.) Vice crusade story. Lester Vail 

se Dade. Dir. Arthur Hoerle. 57 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. a, Prances 


Daring Daughters. (Tower.) ‘Two girls in the big city. Kenneth Th son, 
Soan Marsh, Marian Marsh. Dir. Christy Cabanne. 63 mins. Rel. Jan 
3. Rev. Mar. 28 y 
on the Bar Room Floor, The. 
— Dulcie Cooper, Bramweil Fletcher. 
Rel. Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 
tsteps In the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama. Benita H : in 
oe rice Elvery. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. wus, Of. Mas 
High Gear. (Goldsmith.) Auto race story. Jackie Searle, James Murray, 
om Marsh. Dir. Leigh Jason, 65 mins. Rev. April 18. es Murray 
Hotel Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 
Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Cannon. 71 mins. Rev. Jan. 10. 


India Speaks. (Walter Futter.) Travelogue with interpolated dramatic epi- 


(Invincible.) Temperance discussion. 
Dir. Bert Bracken. Time, 65 mins. 


sode. Talk by Rich. Halliburton. 80 mins. Rev. May 9. 

le Killer. (Century.) Expose of wild game hunting in Africa. With lec- 
oe ture. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Nov. 29. . le 
Manhattan Tower. (Remington.) Suggestive of ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ Romance 

in an office building. Mary Brian, Irene Rich, Jas. Hall. Dir. Frank 


Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Pride of the Legion. (Released also as “The Big Payoff.’) (Mascot.) From a 
Peter B. Kyne story. Barbara Kent. J. Farrell MacDonald, Glen Tryon, 
Matt Moore. Dir. Ford Beebe. 71 mins. Rel. Jan. 16. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Racing Strain, The. (Irving-Maxim.) Original of the auto races with air 
stuff. Wally Reid, Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 58 mins. 

Red-Haired Alibi, The. (Tower.) Gangster story. Merna Kennedy, 
Von Daas Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. 
Oct. 25. 


Theo. 
Rev. 


Scarlet Week End. (Irving.) Murder at a house party. Dorothy Revier, 
qnet Von Eltz Dir. Willis Kent. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 
ov. i. 

Sucker Money. (Kent.) Exposé of fortune telling. Muscha Auer, Phyllis 
ree Nam Dir. Dorothy Reed and Melville Shyer. 65 mins. Rev. 
April 11. 


From a stage play. Jungle background 


What Price Decency. (Equitable.) 
Dorothy Burgess, Alan 


for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. 


Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 60 mins. Rev. Mar. 7. 
Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hvypochondriac. 
Eng: cast. Dir. Basil Dean. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 


(Most of these available with English titles.) 


Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. (Capital) (Ger.). Musical comedy. 
Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. 
Berlin-Alexanderplatz (Ger) (Capital). Strong crime drama. H einrich 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. 90 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 


Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 
Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel, July 19. 


Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama. 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 


Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. 
8 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13 


Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French). 


Krystyna Ankwicz, 


Rene Lefevre, 
Rev. Jan, 24. 


Dir, Soloviev. 


Musical farce. Fernand Gravey. 


80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8 
Das Nachtigall Madel (Capital) (Ger). Love in Hawaii. Dir. Leo Lasky. 
80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). Kaethe 


-— > e comedy. 


83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 


Harry Baur. 


von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 
David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Jer Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. 
Der Brave Suender (Ger) (European). 
Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. 


Dir. Wilhelm 


Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir. 
Rey. April 4. 


Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter. 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 
Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musical. Vlasta 


Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 

Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert. 
Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan, 24. 

Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 
Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 

Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. Conrad Veidt, 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Diary of a Revolutionist (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Urinov. 80 mins. 
8. Rev. June 14. 

Die Blumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Muel- 
ler, Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12. 

Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. ‘{Capital) (Ger). Willy Forst, Irene Elsinger. 
Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n:ins. Rel. July 1. 

Dienst Is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger). Musical. Ralph Roberts, Lucie Eng- 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8 

Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish). Musical. Conchita Montenegro. 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). Court adventure. Francesca Bertini. 
Dir. Marcel L‘Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1, Rev. March 14. 

Drunter und Drueber (Ger.) (Germania). Musical comedy. Dir. Max Neu- 
feld. 85 mins. Rel: Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Musical comedy. 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. 


Rel. June 


Dir. Car- 


Anny Ondra. 


Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 


68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 

False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 
18. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) (General). Mady Christians. Melo- 
drama. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 75 mins. Rel, April 15. Rev. May 2. 


Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life. 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. Feb. 28 

Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony 
Dir. Eugen Thiele. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rey. May 2. 

Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. 
Gustav Froelich. Dir. Carl Froelich. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4 

@loria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama. Gustav Froeh- 
lich, Brigitte Helm, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Hertha’s Erwachen (Protex) (Ger.). Delicate life problem. Dir. 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March i0. Rev. March 14. 

Holzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Sorizon (Russ) (Amkino). Jewish search for home. Dir. Lev Kuleshov. 62 
mins. Rel. May 10. Rev. May 16. 

Blouse of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). Based on Dostoievsky’s life. Dir. Fed- 
erov. 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Hurrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wacst, Lucie 
English. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. 91 mins. Rel. June 24. 

Myppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. Dir. Szekely Ist- 

Rev. Jan. 17. 


Van Eyck. 


Gitta Alpar, 


Gerhard 


Bressart. Dir. 


van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. 
bch WIIl Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). Musical. Dir. Geza 
Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 


von Bolvary. 
(Garrison) (Russ.). 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7. 


Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). . S I 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. 

Kelne Feier Ohne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania). Musical farce. 
Dir. Carl Boese. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 3 


Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 


Wan. 


Sensational drama. Alex Sranach, 
Rel. Nov. 8. 


Siegfried Arno. 


Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). Military farce. 75 mins. Rel. April 1. 
La Couturiere de Luneville (Par) (French). Musical of woman's love. 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Oct. 22. 


Le a | (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mins. 
el, 


Oct. 1. Rey. Oct. 4, 


Dir. Julien Duvivier. ‘ 


Le Rol Des Resquilleurs (French) (Protex). Comedy with music. Milton. Dir. 
Georges Colombier. 90 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 14 

Liebe Ist Liebe (German) (Protex). Musica) comedy. Kaethe von Nagy, Hans 
Albers. Dir. Paul Martin. 80 mins. Rel. June l. Rev. June 7. 

Ljubav | Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of Jife among N. Y. imigrants. 
Rake] Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15, 


Luise, Koenigin | von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten. Dir. Car] Froelich. Time. 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study. Peter Lorre. Dir. Fritz Lang. 
95 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4 and April 18, 

Marius (Paramount) (French). Marseilles satire. Dir. Alexander Korda. 
103 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. April 25. 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama. Thiele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan. 10. Rev. Sept. 27. 


Man Brauch Kein Geld. Musica! farce. Dir. Karl Boese. 
Rel. Nov. 10. 

Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). An American engineer looks at Russia 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17 

Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 15 

Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 

Dranem. 80 mins. Rel, July 1. Rev. Dec. 6 

Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 

Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. Siegfried Arno 65 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama. Dir. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Noc Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). Historical romance. 

95 mins. Rel, May 1. Rev. May 2. 

(Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. 

3 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Oberst Redi. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 

Kar] Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 

Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). Comedy with music. 
Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. $0 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. 

Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev Jan. 31. 

Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). Sound version of Ejisenstein’s classic. 70 
mins. Rel. April 4. . 


Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) 


(Capital) (Ger). 


Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel. 


Dir. J. Warnecki. 


1914. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 


Dir. Augusta Genina. 


Berliner, Tiedtke, 
Rev. Sept. 20. 
75 mins. 


(Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Else Elster. Dir, Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 
Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. 
Return of Nathan Becker (\Worldkino) (Russian) (Yiddish). Comedy. Dir. 
Rev. April 25. 


Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. April 1. 


Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 
Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. Dir. Hans 


Rev. April 11, 


(Ger). Musical of Schubert's life. 
Time, 71 mins. Rel. June 28. 


Max Adalbert, Gretl Theimer. Dir. 


Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. 

Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) 
Car! Joeken. Dir. Rich. Oswald. 

Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Germania). 
Franz Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Shame (Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Vladimir Gardin, Dir. 
Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. Rel. March 1, Rev. March 14. 

Siberian Patrol (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Protozanov. 50 mins. Rel. May 13. 
Rev. May 31. 

Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). The war terrors. 
Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). Art and photography pre- 
dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 70 mins. Rel, April 1. 

Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade). Historic record of current Rus- 
sia. 55 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7, 

Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). (Synchronized.) Danger in 
the mountains. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Theodor Koerner (Ger) (General). Historical drama. 
Dir. Karl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 

Trois Mousquetaires, Les (General) (French). Duma’s classic with songs. 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 128 mins. Rel, May 1. Rev. May 9. 

Ulani, Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani (Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 


Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins, Rel. 


Dorothea Wiecke. 


mins. Rel. Jan. 1 
Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 31 


Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 
Adam Brodzicz. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Victoria und Ihr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger), Viennese operetta. Michael 
Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11. 

Voce Del Sangue (Synchroart) (Italian-German), Dubbed into German. 70 
mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 

Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) (Polish). Algerian story in authentic 
locales. Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. Time, 89 mins. Rel, Aug. 25. 

Walzerparadies. (Ger.) (Capital). Musical comedy. Charlotte Susa. Dir. 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 7. 

Weekend in Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Otto Wallburg, Elsie Elster, 
Trude Berliner. Dir. Robt. Land. 81 mins, Kel. Nov. 1. 

Wenn dem Esel zu Wohl Ist (Ger.) (Germania). Comedy. Charlotte Ander. 
Dir. Franz Seitz. 85 mins. Rel. April 15. 

Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). Military musical, Otto Wallburg, Paul 
Heidermann, Ida Wuest. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 mins. Rel. Oct, 27. 

Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) (German). Difficulties of life. Hertha 
Thiele. Dir. S. T. Dudov. 71 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 

Yorck (German) (Protex). Historical drama, Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27 

Zapfenstrelch Am Rhein. (Whitney) (Ger.). _ Musical farce. 
Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 90 mins, Rel. Feb. 1. 


Charlotte Susa, 
Rev. Feb. 7. 


Zirkus Leben. (German) (FAF). Circus drama, Liane Haid. Dir. Heinz 
Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) (Protex). Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 


Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 13. 
ress—Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 

ae Associated Cinema, 154 W. 65th St. 
Capital Film Exchange, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Embassy Pictures, 729 Seventh Ave. 
European Film Corp., 154 West 55th St. 
Filmchoice, 33 West 42d St. 
Foreign American rilms, 111 W. 57th St. 
Foremco, 1560 Broadway. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. 
General Foreign Sales Corp., 729 Seventh Ave. 
Germania Films, 22-33 19th St., Astoria. 
George Schneider, 575 Riverside Dr. 
Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. 
International Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 
Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
J. H. Hoffberg Co., 729 Seventh Ave. 
J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d St. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Madison Pictures, 111 West 57th St. 
New Era, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Portale Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th St. 
Syncho Art, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Worldkino, 1501 Broadway. 
Zbyszko Film Corp., 274 Madison Ave. 


' 











Tacoma, May 22. 

Suit to recover $73,800 alleged due 
on a joint partnership venture from 
the estate of Dominic Constanti, 
independent chain theatre operator 
who died about a year ago, has been 
filed here by Michael Barovic, of 
Puyallup, a nearby town. 3arovic 
charges he and deceased purchased 
site for theatre at Aberdeen; that 
structure was completed and under 
agreement was to receive one-third 
of net profits. 

Plaintiff alleges theatre property 
was sold to Warners for $215,000 and 
he demands an accounting. He 


Some Up, Some Down EXHIB’S ESTATE SUED 


9° 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Second week of the Fox West 
Coast Dollars and Sense biz drive 
brought a turnover among the seven 
districts competing. Aside from 
Dick Spier, of the ’Frisco city di- 
vision, who maintained top position, 
most of the district managers par- 
ticipated in the shuffle. 

Al Hanson, L. A. city div., moved 
from seventh to third spot; George 
Bowser’s beach div. jumped a peg 


from third to second, while Nick 
Turner’s Northern California houses jane turned over the franchise and 








dropped from sixth to last place. 


W.C JR.CHAIN 
BKPT. IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

With debts of $260,130 and assets 
of $21,270, plus an estimated equip- 
ment valuation of $20,309, schedule 
in bankruptcy of West Coast Junior 
Circuit, Inc., was filed in U. S. Dis- 
trict court May 18. Of the liabilities, 
$244,788 is owed to Fox West Coast 
Service Corp., for money advanced. 

W. C. Jr. controlled the Crystal, 
Royal and Jewel, L. A. nabes sub- 
leased to Harry Popkin; Granada, 
Ontario, Calif.; and Redlands, Red- 
lands. Three local houses’ equipment 
was valued at $5,000 each, Granada 
at $14,027 and the Redlands at 
nothing. Other assets included two- 
thirds of the stock of Golden Gate 
Theatre Co., placed at $20,000 and 
5,000 shares of Redlands-West 
Coast, valued at $1. Eight insurance 
policies, a $1,500 pipe organ, $175 
in petty cash, $343 due on notes and 
$751 in rentals due are the remain- 
der of the assets. ; 


What Is Owed 


Debts listed include $1,736 taxes 
for San Bernardino county; $1,910 in 
payments coming to ERPI, secured 
by mortgages on equipment; Fox 
Film, $229; Metro, $203; Par., $356; 
RKO, $120; Universal $98; U. A, 
$85. A, G. Allen, Pasadena, has $12,- 
038 due on a theatre purchase con- 
tract. 

Last week’s creditors meeting in 
the Fox West Coast bankruptcy, 
was continued a week because of 
the absence in San Francisco of 
Charles P. Skouras and Charles 
Buckley, who are to be examined 
by attorneys for certain creditors. 

Referee Samuel W. McNabb, pre- 
siding over hearings, will decide 





atre Co. or Fox Rocky Mountain 
Theatre Co., latter two subsids, 
shall get the $16,000 insurance 
money received as a result of a fire 
that destroyed the Queen, Denver. 


L. A. Press Has Its 
Peeve at Chas. Skouras 





Los Angeles, May 22. 

Los Angeles newspaper advertis- 
ing execs are burned at Charles P. 
Skouras. Peeve is based on a state- 
ment attributed to the Fox-West 
Coast trustee condemning the al- 
leged discriminatory theatrical ad- 
vertising rates of the dailies. So 
far the newspapers have taken no 
action toward eliminating theatrical 
publicity, if, as Skouras suggested, 
such matter warrants ‘the high 
space rates.’ 

Skouras’ alleged statement was 
carried in a trade paper symposium, 
in which he is credited with saying 
that if newspapers continue to show 
discrimination against motion pic- 
ture advertising, he would launch 
a campaign of advertising via radio 
and billboard, eliminating the dailies 
entirely. 

Principal burn of the ad chiefs is 
based on that part of the statement 
in which the F-WC head is credited 
with saying, ‘discriminatory theatre 
advertising rates should be abol- 
ished. If the publishers feel that 
the excess rate is due to publicity, 
then that should be eliminated, but 
exhibitors should not be made to 
pay through the nose.’ 

It is known that several adv. de- 
partments have carried their resent- 
ment up to the publishers, and that 
they are indulging in some wire- 
pulling to force the issue. 


So. Exhibs Chary 


New Orleans, May 22. 
Many southern theatres, where 
non-union operators are employed, 
are asking and insisting that pa- 
trons check all packages at the door, 
Idea is to eliminate as far as pos- 
sible any stench-bombing. 














Seery Plans Comeback 
In State Right Field 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

roy C. Seery, for years identified 
with independent film distribution 
Chicago and the middle west, 
prior to coming here in retirement 
three years ago, plans to stage a 
comeback in the state rights field. 
He is negotiating to take over one 





claims he invested $5,800 in cash | of several indie exchanges in Chi- 
|cago, and plans to leave for that 


rights in certain picture contracts.| city at once. 


whether F-WC, Fox Colorado The*4_ t_ 
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Union Controls Fate of Sponsored 


Programs 


From Fair Grounds 





Chicago, May 22. 
Petrillo, 
union, is commonly ad- 
the destiny of 


Jimmy president of the 
musicians’ 


mitted to control 


commercial broadcasting on the 
World’s Fair grounds. And he has 
yet to commit himself with the 


definiteness the networks deem ne- 
cessary. If such commercial broad- 
easts are classified as remote con- 
trol programs, requiring standby 
musicians, the added expense will 
automatically squash them. 

Up to now, five advertisers have 
indicated a desire to broadcast from 
the Exposition grounds. Three NBC 
accounts, Carnation Milk, Sinclair 
Oil, and Great Northern Trust Co., 
have expressed this wish while for 
Columbia the interested parties are 
General Cigar and Barbasol. 

Because the advertisers wish to 
broadcast from the Fair, the net- 
works will install equipment and do 
everything to oblige. But Petrillo 
can upset everything with a remote 
control ruling. In that case only 
sustaining programs will originate 
at the Exposition. 

Networks have agreed to com- 
promise with the Exposition regard- 
ing the charging of admissions to 
which, in principle, radio interests 
are hostile. Two large radio studios 
being built within the so-called Hol- 











Morton A. Milman 


* 


Circle 7-2525-2580 


cz 


BARBARA BLAIR 
“SNOONEY” 


Tues., 10 p. m. 


WABC-CBS Network 
FIVE STAR THEATRE 


Direction MORTON A. MILMAN 


























LEE SIMS 


and 


ILOMAY BAILEY 


Chase & Sanborn Hour 


WEAF-NBC Network, 8-9 P.M., EDT 
Direction MORTON A, MILMAN 


“MANDY LOU 


with FRED WARING’'S MUSIC 


OLD GOLD HOUR 


WEDNESDAY, 10 P.M. 
1 ia Broadcasting 
WABC seit System 


Piano Duo with Xylophone Specialties 
Formerly on Lucky Strike, Regal 
Shoe, Capitol Theatre and other radio 


dates. Will consider summer spot 
with band or can supply own men. 


WINS, FRIDAYS, 4:15 P. M. 





























PHIL BAKER 
Sponsored by 
ARMOUR & CO. 


Fri., 8:30-9 P. M., CDST 
WMAQ (N.B.C., Chicago) Network 











JOE PARSONS 


Radio’s Low Voice 
AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
The Big Basso 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 9:15 P.M., CDST, WMAQ 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Mon., 8 P.M., WLS 
CHICAGO 











MARTHA and HAL 


The Little Southern Girl 
and 
Her Good Natured Boy Friend 


Mon-Wed-Fri, 8 A.M., WJZ 


lywood area are included in a flat 
admission to the whole sector. In 
exchange it is understood that such 
Programs as the Sinclair Minstrels, 
or others that have made a prac- 
tice of inviting audiences and have 
counted this as a good-will asset, 
may Sstill issue free ducats. Out of 
2,000 seats in the largest of the 
radio studios the ratio agreed upon 
is two-thirds of the seats for free 
company distribution, the balance to 
be filled by regular paid patrons of 
the Hollywood group. Such invita- 
tions, however, would in no sense 
release the guests of the advertiser 
from paying the 50 cent general ad- 
mission charge to the Exposition 
srounds. 

Diplomatic Attaches 


NBC has Ben Pratt and Judith 
Waller as liason officers with the 
Expo, while CBS sends Steve Trum- 
bull. They will have office space 
and spend a good deal of time on 
the grounds. Station WGN will 
have Frank Schreiber and Francis 
Coughlin. WGN will cover the Ex- 
position in conjunction with the 
Chicago ‘Tribune’ as a straight news 
event. Other individual stations, 
notably KYW, will probably have a 
permanent representative at the 
Fair. 





Cantor Answers Howard's 
Accusation of ‘Lifting’ 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

Willie Howard’s recent outburst 
regarding misappropriation of ma- 
terial by radio performers in an 
interview here, and mentioning 
Eddie Cantor, has drawn a retort 
from Cantor. Cantor declares he 
doesn’t need any advice regarding 
his radio performances, and sent a 
copy of his Howard letter to Harry 
Remington, the locai ‘Tribune’s’ 
films and vaude critic who wrote 
the Howard interview. Cantor's 
missive reads: 

‘Say it isn’t so. I am enclosing a 
Clipping from ‘Variety.’ I'd rather 
believe that you were misquoted in 
the ‘Tribune’ interview. First of 
all, I have never consciously taken 
as much as a line from anybody 
during my 20 years as an enter- 
tainer. What I have not created I 
have paid a great deal of money for. 

‘That Eugene does not like the 
President Roosevelt stuff I have 
been doing is O.K. with me. He 
claims it gets in his hair. What 
hair? It would be too late for me 
now to take advice from Eugene as 
to what to do on the air. Maybe he 
doesn’t know it, but I have been a 
success on the radio. 

‘Don't let envy make you boys 
venomous. It’s not funny. It’s too 
late in life for you birds to act that 
way.’ 








Northwest Serial on 
10 Wks. Stage Tour 


Portland, Ore., May 22, 


KGW’s sustaining feature, ‘Cov- 
ered Wagon Days,’ will tour Fox 
houses in this district. Has a cast 
of 15. 

First time a northwest radio pro- 
duction has clicked sufficiently to 
attract such attention. Act will play 
Fox houses in three states and tour 
will be for 10 weeks. Robert Redd, 
program director for KGW, has au- 
thored this series of half hour pro- 
grams for the past three years. 


WB’s 2 on Air 


Warners’ bid for attention via the 
air route has resulted in plans to 
spot Dick Powell and Joan Blondell 
on the ether. They’ll be spotted on 
the Fleischman hour this Thursday 
(25). 

Another WB arrangement for 
radio aid was the spotting of all 
five songs from ‘Golddiggers’ on the 
Columbia Revue program of CBS 
Sunday night (21). Up to that time 
only two songs from the unreleased 
musical picture had been available 
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Personal Direction 
of Fd Fox 
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AND HIS N.B.C. ORCHESTRA 
PLAYING GRAND TERRACE CAFE, CHICAGO 


HINES 








Air Line News 
By Nellie Revell 


Any sponsor spending $400 per week with WMCA has the benefit of 
the services of that station’s unusual promotion plan—five men with cars 
contacting and arranging counter or window displays and merchandise 
tie-ups. 








An Anniversary 

Stoopnagle and Budd mark their second anniversary on Columbia’s 
sponsored broadcast this Thursday. When they first went on, after com- 
ing from Buffalo, their material was considered so slipshod that station 
officials sought to take them from the air waves—despite the fact they 
were on for a commercial. 





House Organ 

President Roosevelt uses the networks to get his messages over like 

some firms publish a house organ for employees. It won't be long now 

before some statesman stands up in the Senate to observe that Roosevelt 
is making radio the (White) House organ. 





Deny Additions 
Despite rumors that Harry Richman and Milton Berle have been 
signed for Old Gold, sponsors deny considering additions to the present 
talent. 





Still Squawking 
Aw, keep still! I really don’t care a rap who is the King Kong of air 
organists, but just to keep the records straight Lew White has 12 NBC 
spots. P. S. Needn’t bother to have your PA phone, boys. 





Serial’s Return 
Beggar’s Bowl, an Oriental mystery serial, which WOR discontinued 
some time ago, returns this Saturday. Scripts are parented by Basil 
Ruysdael, who also acts as the narrator. 





Femmes Resent 
Radio editors of inland dailies who like legs in their art report a grow- 
ing grievance against gams on the part of women readers. The com- 
mon squawk is that station songbirds and other ether femmes don’t ap- 
pear before the mike in backless bathing suits and running shorts, and 
shouldn’t be pictured in the public prints that way. 





Significant Accordion 
The musicians’ union has a new worry. Since economy hit the stations 
the once lowly accordion is coming into greater favor. This instrument 
provides music body to a program without the necessity of hiring a 
group of pinochle players. 





Befor. Radio 

F. Chase Taylor, former v.p. of a Buffalo, N. Y., brokerage house, and 
Wilbur Budd Hulick, night manager of a Buffalo soda and candy shop, 
came to WABC as Col. Lemuel Q. Stoopnagle and Budd...Vincent Lopez 
once tapped a typewriter for a Brooklyn dairy company...Tony Wons 
was a chair slat maker...The Four Eton Boys were acrobats before 
they took to nip-up syncopation...Ida Bailey Allen was a hospital dieti- 
cian...Robert Trout, CBS presidential announcer, was a struggling 
author and playwright...Robert Ward, of the Four Southern Singers, 
was in cloaks and suits...Leon Belasco (real name Leonid Seminovitch 
Berladsky) was violinist and singer with the S. S. Leviathan band... 
Phil Carlin, NBC exec, sold cattle and rock salt...Albert Bartlett was 
a traveling salesman...Tom Howard, on the Musical Grocery Store pro- 
gram, actually was a grocery clerk im Philly...Ted Husing was an en- 
listed man with the U. S. Army...Ben Pollack was in the wholesale fur 
business...Jay Dennis was a stoker and a welterweight boxer...Bert 
(Fur Trappers) Hirsch was a_- grocer’s errand boy...Ward 
Silloway, Joe Haymes’ soloist, was a reporter on the Grand Rapids 
‘Press”...Frances Williams used to do pyramids with the acrobatic Four 
Eton Boys...Milton J. Cross was soloist in a New York funeral chapel... 
Lanny Ross emerged from Columbia U an LL. B. but took to lyrics in- 
stead of law...Dan Roberts, of the Three Roberts, was an artist...David 
Ross was secretary to a Russian Baroness...Mort Downey was a train 
butcher...Andre Kostelanetz was coach at the Petrograd Grand Opera 
...Wayne King sold insurance...George Frame Brown was an architect 
..-Harold Stokes, Chicago NBC conductor, has led orks since his H.S. 
days...Ben Bernie started out to be an electrical engineer...Lily Pons 
was an ingenue in a Paris theatre...The Voice of Experience was a 
surgeon before an accident prevented use of his hands, so he turned to 
lecturing on psychological and physiological subjects...William Paley, 
Columbia prexy, was a cigar manufacturer. 

Short Shots 

Barbara Blair, ‘Snooney,’ comes back June 15 with her own sponsored 
program...The Phil Cooks have a new daughter. (I suppose she’s the 
second cook)...Chase and Sanborn offered Julius Tannen $500 to m.c. its 
program. Tannen held out for $750 and lost it...Chesterfield is stil! 
looking for a half hour program...Before his broadcast Irvin Cobb tells 
his studio audience: ‘If you feel a laugh coming on, don’t force it, but for 
Heaven's sake, don’t stifle it’... The Boswell Sisters really sail for London 
June 15...Elsie Hitz has a new cream-colored car with blue wire wheels 
...Earl Ferris and George Lottman have separated, and they have divided 
their scissors, paste pot and carbon paper...‘Chandu’ finishes on WOR 
June 3, and the McCann Hour leaves there June 15...Footlight Echoes 
features members of the Players’ Club in its broadcast tonight on WOR 
...George Dilworth has resigned from NBC musical staff, preferring to 
free lance...Don Higgins, night p.a. for CBS, is a ringer for James 
Roosevelt, son of the President...‘Wee Willie’ Robyn will be 
heard in recitals on WOR beginning next Monday (29)...The Ed 
Scheuings have put the stork on a sustaining...Freddie Berrens has 
taken over many of Freddie Rich’s programs...Edwin C. Hill has been 
signed by King Features for a daily column and will report the Senate 
Banking Investigation at Washington...Freddie Martin, CBS band- 
master, was a saxophone salesman in Cleveland...Hugh O’Connell, of 
stage souse fame, will play a boob role similar to that he created in 
‘Once In a Lifetime’...Lulu Vollmer has written a new serial for radio 
...Ted Lewis’ trademark, the battered high hat, is almost old er.ough to 
retire to a museum. According to legend, Lewis won it in a crap game 
from Old Mississippi, a famous Broadway cabby, 17 years ago...Frederic 
William Wile missed his last Saturday’s (20) broadcast because of illness. 





Scrambled Notes 

Phil Spitalny and the entire Nestle Chocolate program will play the 
Capitol theatre week June 9...Arthur Tracy has withdrawn from the 
airwaves temporarily to concentrate on vaude engagements...Al and 
Lee Reiser have a play or pay contract with WOR that provides paying 
them just the same if someone happens to pre-empt one of their weekly 
spots...Will Cuppy, author and chief relaxer of NBC's Just Relax sketch, 
does his writing in an isolated shack on Jones’ Island off the Long Island 
shore...Mere-maids, a vocal and instrumental trio on WRNY, is com- 
posed of ex-vaudevillians, Betty Washington arranges and directs... 
The Beau Balladeer on WOR is Leonard Lewis, who sang operatic roles 
in Montreal...Gene and Glenn, alias ‘Jake and Lena,’ favs with mid- 
western dialists, play eastern vaude soon...H..V. Kaltenborn is a real 
| German baron whose family traces back to the 12th century...Jack 
Pearl returns to New York June 1 for three broadeasts before going to 





DOUBT G-M RENEWING 
ON CHEV OR PONTIAC 


Chances of General Motors renewe 
ing the Chevrolet-Jack Benny show 
on NBC and the Pontiac-Stoopnagle 
and Budd whirl on Columbia are 
slim. In such an event it will be 
the first time that G-M has been off 
the air since the summer of 1929, 

Chevrolet is due to call it quits 
for the season with Benny’s June 
27 show. Pontiac program expires 
June 22, 








Robt. Burns Renews, 
But for New Brand 


The Guy Lombardo-Burns and 
Allen combination has had its con- 
tract extended from June 21 to the 
end of the current year. 

Robert Burns tag comes off with 
the June 21 broadcast. The cigar 
session will thenceforth plug the 
White Owl brand, Both makes 
rolled by the same company. 





Renew on Brice 


Fannie Brice and the George Ol- 
sen combo have had their stay on 
the Chase & Sanborn turn extended 
for another 16 weeks. New con- 
tracts effective June 14. 

Altogether it will make 29 weeks 
for the twin attraction. 








The International Pianists 


FRAY 
BRAGGIOTTI 


WABC Three Times Weekly 


Management 


Columbia Broadcasting System 














TSA LOVELY NIGHT 


Every TUESDAY at 10 P.M. 


When THE FIVE STAR THEATRE 
Presents 


SOLLY WARD 


“DOTS EGGSAKTLY VOT | 
SZED” 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





























NOW APPEARING 


Week May 5 
Palace, Chicage 


May 13-15 
Orpheum, Davenport 


Week May 18 
Orpheum, New Orleans 
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DON HALL TRIO 


WIZ 


FEAF 
Daily 7.30 A.M. Sunday 11:15 P.M. 


VERNA BURKE 


Park Central Cocoanut Grove 
NBC Network 


SOUTHERN SINGERS 


NBC Network 
2 


Management 
M. GALE, 151 West 46th Street 
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ART COOGAN 


and his Riviera Orchestra 


with DICK DIXON 
and FRANCES HUNT 


being featured at the 
Show Place of the World 
THE RIVIERA 
FORT LEE, N. J. 
Direction Edwin W. Scheuing 
Associate, Kenneth Dolan 
PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 
CIrele 7-3835 
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ANA Doesn't Like Four A’s Intention 


Of Establishing Indie Survey Bureau 





Adoption by the American Asso- 
ciation of Advertising Agencies of a 
plan favoring development of an 
indie bureau for radio surveys has 
the Association of National Adver- 
tisers puzzled and disturbed. Mem- 
bers of the ANA say they cannot 
understand why the agencies should 
want to set up a survey organiza- 
tion of their own while there is 
available the services of the Cross- 
ley outfit. ANA represents. the 
sources whence comes the coin that 
makes the agencies go round, 

Heads of the ANA are inclined to 
interpret the Four A move as a 
gesture of dissatisfaction with the 
partnership that the agencies now 
maintain with the national advertis- 
ers in the Crossley event. These 
ANA’ers also anticipate that as soon 
as the agencies have set up their 
own bureau they will withdraw their 
support from the Comprehensive 
Analysis of Broadcasting put out by 
the Crossley firm. And the national 
advertisers admit that by themselves 
they could not carry the expense 
load of the Crossley project which, 
among other things, turns out both 
a monthly and quarterly survey of 
program popularity ratings. 

Four A Intent 


Plank adopted at the recent Four 
A convention called for the develop- 
ment of an independent bureau, sup- 
ported by stations, advertisers and 
agencies, to study radio station cov- 
erage through signal strength meas- 
urements, program popularity and 
listening habits through field sur- 
veys. Latter two functions, say 
heads of the ANA, are now being 
comprehensively filled by the Cross- 
ley setup while the study of station 
coverage through the signal mas- 
urement method had already been 
announced by the ANA as an addi- 
tional service that would soon be 
launched through the Crossley out- 
fit. Advertiser and agency subscrib- 
ers to the Crossley service, aver the 
ANA spokesmen, were informed 
several months ago of the system 
that Crossley proposes using in this 
field. 

The Four A’s may organize its 
own survey bureau but as long as 
the national advertisers continue 
supporting the Crossley checkup 
they'll stick to its findings and pro- 
gram ratings, regardless of any 
agency bureau's similar activities, 
declare ANA men. 


2 Stations Upped 


Washington, May 22. 
Despite rumors that the Federal 
Radio Commission was going after 
reductions in station power to con- 
form with quota plan, two Arkan- 
Sas stations were granted increases 





last week. While Arkansas is un- 
der quota, the third zone is 17% 
Over. 


tock, Loyd Judd Co., 
was upped from 100 to 250 watts 
for daytime operation. Station 
works on 1,200 ke unlimited time. 
FRC also granted KLRA, Little 
Rock, Arkansas Broadcasting Co., 
increase from specified hours to un- 
limited operation KLRA operates 
on 1,390 ke. with 1,000-watts. 
Commission has alsc authorized 
construction of a new 500-watt sta- 
tion in San Juan, Porto Rico. Ap- 
Plication was made 
Will operate on 1,290 ke. 
FRC Examiner Hyde 


\GHI, Little 


recom- 








by Juan Piza. | 


mended granting of petition of Cop- 


per Electric Co., Lowell, 
for new daytime station to operate 
on 1,200 ke. with 100 watts. 








Gillette Testing 


Gillette Razor is doing some air 
response testing in New England 
prior to working out something in 


the way of a network connection. 
Blade maker has a sports-caster on 
a daily stint over WBZ, Boston, and 
WBZA, Springfield. 

If the expenditure perks up sales 


for the areas involved, the account 
will consider going NBC with a 
weekly half-hour in the fall. The 


New England thing is Gillette's first 
radio try. 


KFWB’S REMOTE OCTET 
Hollywood, May 22. 
KFWB adds Ted Dahl’s orchestra 
from Leighton’s Cafeteria, and Don 
Cave’s combo from the Hotel Knick- 
erbocker, to its remote list. 


Arizona, | 


| 





| 


This makes eight bands currently | 


On this station from remotes 


| tures. 


Radio Exploitation 





Radio is coming more and 
more to the exploitation idea. 
and the radio press agent has 
to know his exploitation book. 
And he has not only to sell 
stunts to the public, but sell 
radio to the account. 

Lester Edwards of WRNY re- 
ports a stunt he worked lately 
for a hairdresser on that sta- 
tion’s program. The man was 
dissatisfied with the response 
to his program and wanted 
some definite test. Edwards 
gave him the idea of offering to 
suggest the coiffure to be worn 
by any woman who would send 
in her photo. That turned the 
trick and the hair handler was 
flooded with pictures ranging 
from snapshots to posed port- 
raits. Each was returned with 
advice as to how to dress the 
hair and with an offer to give 
a first dressing for half the 
regular’ rates. It made a 
contented customer out of a dis- 
contented hairdresser. 

Edwards suggests that a local 
theatre could tie in to a star 
with an offer from a local 
beauty shop in duplicate the 
coiffure of some screen star. 


ALL FOR ONE 
NOW ME 'N’ 
MYSELF 











99 
whe 


Los Angeles, May 

Los Angeles Broadcasters’ Asso- 
ciation is further disintegrating 
with KMPC, Beverly Hills station, 
making a separate deal with Local 
47 on the hiring of musicians to 
meet union demands on remote pro- 
grams. 

This follows the 
ment made by KF, after the broad- 
casters had agreed to stick and fight 
the union on its issue that each sta- 
tion must engage a set number of 
musicians to hold its remotes. 

KMPC attitude, as well as that 
of other stations, is that so long 
as the broadcasters can’t agree it’s 
a case of ‘every man for himself.’ 

KMPC, up to April 1, had an or- 
chestra of 26 men, but since then 
has been using remotes but no staff 
combination. With other stations it 
is reported that KMPC agreed to 
throw off all remotes if the union 
adhered to its stand to regulate the 
number of staff men employed. But 
with KFI making a separate deal 
the gentleman’s agreement was con- 
sidered cold. 

KMPC has agreed with the union 
to engage four men for two hours 
a day, starting June 1, on an under- 
standing the station can immedi- 
ately bring back remotes which 
were dropped when the issue came 
to a head several weeks ago. This 
leaves KGFJ the only local station 


separate agree- 


newed until December. 
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TOM HOWARD’S $1,500 


Renewal Foods 


with Best 
Salary $500 


Ups 





Best Foods has taken up its op- 
tion on Tom Howard and the comie¢ 
Stays with the ‘Musical Grocery 
Store’ on NBC-WEAF for another 
13 weeks beyond June 2. Time con- 
tract with the uetwork has been re- 


Food packer has straightened out | 
its script difficulties with Howard 
and from now on he will be as- 





| Signed the major comedy role in the | 


program. Renewal for his services | 


brought with it a raise from $1,000 | 
to $1,500 a broadcast. 


Royal Eliminations 
Widen Breach for 
NBC Booking Men 


Sudden dropping by John Royal 
of three NBC sustaining artists so 
intensified the friction between the 
program department and the artists 
service that Richard C. Patterson, 
Jr., the chain’s executive v.p., has 


stepped into this breach for the first 
time. Patterson is trying to work 
out a system of joint authority to 
relieve the situation. 

One of the acts Royal ordered off, 
Welcome Lewis, was returned last 
week to her spot on the sustaining 
schedule following an appeal to 
’atterson. Artists bureau backed 
up its argument for this return with 
evidence that theatres were inter- 
ested in booking Miss Lewis, and 
that a commercial was also con- 
sidering her. Day after Royal 
dropped Miss Lewis from the sched- 
ule, Warner Bros. came through 
with a booking that set her into 
the Earle, Washington, week of 
May 26, 

The other two Royal excisions 
that byrned the bureau were those 
of Ann Butler and Bernice Claire. 

Royal’s Side 

In all three instances Royal con- 
fended that these women have had 
ample time to prove their value as 
commercial or theatre attractions, 
and that he was justified in remov- 
irg them to make way for a wait- 
ing list of candidates who, in his 
opinion, also rated a chance. As 
program chief he has further main 
tained that final word on who goes 
or stays on the sustaining schedule 
can only come from him. 

Royal has announced the policy 
that if an act cannot create enough 
interest to garner a con.mercial or 
theatre dates after eight or 12 weeks 
on the air it is time to give the 
next in line an opportunity. Artists 
service’s comeback on this is that 
the Royal attitude is too arbitrary. 
While the rush-em-in-and-rush- 
em-out method prevails. argues the 
booking end, an act cannot get from 
the program and production Gepart- 
ments the attention to bring out its 
best qualities. Neither is there time 
to steer the turn into popularity. 











0’KEEFE’S VINCE, MEBBE 

Vince, antiseptic, is auditioning 
for an evening show on NBC. 

Among those already given a 
hearing is Walter O'Keefe. 





deprived by the union of remotes. 





Gov't Educational Programs 


. se. lish Coronets, 
Short Wave Periods Proposed by Commis fom sonra prompted the blind 


sioner—Estimates 25,000 Non-Comm. Hrs. 


sis aanieiasoassnipan + 


Washington, May 22. 
A plan to put the government | 


directly into broadcasting was} 
voiced by Federal Radio Commis- | 
sioner LaFount before the National 


Advisory Council of Radio in Edu- 
cation last Friday (19). Idea would 
set up short-wave stations to trans- 
mit educational programs 
wholesale basis for rebroadcasting 
by any commercial station. 

LaFount declared this would not 
in any sense be a step toward gov- 
ernment operation control, but] 
would be a service to help stations 
by making available sustaining pro- 
grams if they wanted them. RFC 
estimates 25,000 hours per week are 
used for non-commercial fea- 

. 


on a 


or 


now 





Chicago Thinks Strotz 
Slated for Bigger Job 


Chicago, May 22. 

A future change of personnel at 
NBC here is reported to be the ex- 
pansion of the authority of Sidney 
Strotz to include the program de- 
partment. This is in addition to his 
present duties as head of the Art- 
Service. Report has been heard 
for some time. 


ists’ 


both 


departments | 
the | 


If combining 
i executive in 


under one head, 


| charge automatically would become 


of the most important in the 
NBC set-up. Strotz, former head 
of the Chicago Stadium, has been 


with NBC about four months. j 


one 


. 





As Info Bureau 


Birmingham, May 22. 

Newspapers have always 
been bothered with telephone 
calls asking goofy questions. 
Now the radio station is taking 
it. George D. Hay, of WSM, 
Nashville, has compiled a list 
of questions the public has 
used in telephoning the sta- 
tion. Taken at random from 
Hay’s list: 

‘Did Andrew Jackson (ex- 
president) practice law on the 
site now occupied by WSM”? 

‘Will you tell me how fast 
radio travels?’ 

‘Just exactly when did Wash- 
ington cross the Delaware?’ 

‘We've a big argument on 
and will you settle it? We un- 
derstand Baron Munchhausen 
was born in Siberia. How 
about it?’ 

‘Who won the World War 
and how long is that soprano 
you’ve got on now going to 


sing?’ 
‘Who started that Barn 
Dance?’ 











CHARLESWORTH 
AS CAN. CZAR 
FOR YEAR 


Ottawa, May 22. 

After days of wrangling in Can- 
adian Parliament over Hec. Charles- 
worth and his Canadian Radio 
Commish, it has been decided to 
place Canada’s new radio czar on 
trial for one year. 

Charlesworth has been told to cut 
out his speechmaking and get down 
to work for his 10 grand per annum. 
Meantime, Canadian radio set own- 
ers are respectfully declining to pay 
their 1932 license fee of $2 on the 
ground that the radio tribunal is 
meaningless and the present radio 


service is rotten. 
Radio in Canada has been na- 
tionalized and the taxpayers are 


footing the bill for programs that 
are poorer than when they were be- 
ing paid for by private interests. 
However, Canadians can still tune 
in on U. S. stations. 

In political circles there is talk of 
sending out a questionnaire to find 
out what the public wants from ra- 
dio. Out in Winnipeg and the wild 
open spaces all they’ll probably 
want is Charlesworth’s scalp be- 
cause of the order cutting off the 
broadcast of the Winnipeg Sym- 
phony in the middle of a number. 
That incident had its echo in Par- 
liament here. 


A Blind Buy 


Hollywood, May 22, 

First Coast case of an advertiser 
buying an unheard program is deal 
Saturday (20) by O’Keefe and Mer- 
ritt, stove and refrigerator concern, 
|for a new historical serial by Kay 
Van Riper. 

Success of Miss Van Riper’s ‘Eng- 
which have several 








, 


| buy. Series will be a weekly based 
on the life of Louis XVI and Marie 
Antoinette. Starts May 25. 





| Hill’s Series Off 


Foods Way in F ront as Top 
Air Spender for ‘33 to Date; 


Tobaccos Drop to 3d Position 


Standard Brands came through 
April in the lead position, for the 
first time, as regards ranking of 
the 10 tops network advertisers. 
And thi. outfit looks set to hold the 
spot for the balance of the current 
broadcast season which ends, ac- 
cording to trade reckoning, Aug. 31, 
In addition to the food combine 
taking the leadership, the first four 
months of 1933 has observed a gen- 
eral reshufflling of the big expen- 
diture lineup in radio as compared 
to the alignment which prevailed at 
the close of last year. 

Witn Lucky Strike now down to 
a single weekly hour American To o- 
bacco has moved from No. 1, which 
if held for three consecutive y ‘ars, 
to N» 3. Pepsodent, since the first 
of the year, has emerged from 
fourth to runner-up to Standard 
Brands. 

Lucky Strike’s complete with- 
drawal June 29 and the return of 
Chesterfield to CBS June 2 with a 
lone weekly half-hour, will also 
bring about a shift in the rankings 
of air advertisers by industry. For 
years the rating has run foods, to- 
baccos, and automobiles in that or- 
der. Revision anticipated will retain 
foods as pacemaker but by a wider 
margin than ever, Oil and gasoline, 
tobacco, and automobiles now fig- 
ure to follow respectively. 

S. O. and Philco Up 
Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
bankroller of the Five Star Theatre 
idea, and Philco radio (Boake Car- 
ter) have places for the first tinté 
among the leading network advertis- 
ers. But Standard Brands, which 
takes in Chase & Sanborn coffee 
and tea, Fleischmann yeast and 
Royal gelatine, and now has four 
weekly programs on NBC, easily 
figures as the biggest spender for 
air time. 

Of the coin represented period 
from Jan. 1 to May 1, with the fol- 
lowing figures based on those turned 
over by the networks to National 
Advertising Records, NBC received 
65% and CBS, 35%: Figures are as 
follows: — 

Standard Brands (NBC)... .$601,829 


Pepsodent (NBC).......... 587,686 
American Tobacco (NBC)... 455,876 
General Motors (NBC & 

CRIED ok i's vie 0'S 6 OW dale eo hae as 423,315 
Liggett & Myers (CBS).... 416,443 
Wrigley Gum (CBS)........ 333,234 
General Foods (NBC)...... 270,602 
General Mills (NBC & CBS). 233,273 
Standard Oil of N. J. (NBC 

SP Ps bande bk ohoie oS 196,525 
Philco Radio (CBS)........ 161,347 





JAMBOREE GOES FOR 
PERSONALS ON COAST 


Los Angeles, May 22, 
Blue Monday Jamboree. one of the 
Coast’s fav air revues, from KFRC, 





San Francisco, will do one-night 
stands at Seattle and Portland. 
Combination will play the Civie 


Auditorium in the former city May 
26 and «lso Portland’s Civic Aud the 
following night. 

Air acts booked by t’'e Thomas 
Lee Artists’ bureau. Those on the 
bill include Yahbutt and Reginald 
Cheerily, Bill Wright, Jennison 
Parler, Mae, Pedro, Doakes and 
Doakes, Ronald Graham, Edna 
O'Keefe, Madeline de Michel, Con- 
suela Go zales and the Three Yeo- 
manettes, 


Air Dicks for Pix? 
Chicago, May 22. 
Comedy detective serial, ‘Milligan 
and Mulligan,’ sponsored locally by 
Phillips Gasoline all winter, is be- 
ing considered for picture adaptoy 
tion by Universal. 








| Socony-Vacuum will call it a run 
| June 9 for “The Inside Story’ series 
(CBS), written and m.c.’d by Edwin 
Cc. Hill. Cancellation a | 
retrenchment on the of 
the oil refiner. 

Quitting date 
show a consecutive 
weeks, 


comes 
part 


as 


move 


will have given the 
stretch of 20 


WEEKS’ AIR SPOT 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


Anson Weeks’ orchestra replaces | 
the Ted Fiorito combo on the M.J.B. | 
air revue, Coast NEC, starting 
June 5. 


Fiorito band going on the read 2 


gan 


the Mulli- 


and au- 


Bob White originated 
dumbbell character 


thored the scripts. 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 


summer address. 
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A Proven Audience Builder 
A Proven Sales _ Builder 


THE WEST S GREATEST 
RADIO HIT!! 


FRANK WATANABE 


The Japanese Houseboy 
And His English Eweilover 


- THE HONORABLE ARCHIE 


A Humorous Dialogue Comedy With Outstand- 
ing General Appeal—Entering Their 
Fourth Year on the Air 


AVAILABLE JUNE Ist, 1933 
IN PERSON 


And On Electrical Transcriptions ° 


FROM ‘VARIETY’ . o,° 
“The boys have swell possibilities nationally, Transcribed Audition 
as they have an original style of comedy Recordings On 
cross-fire dasa Request 





Now Broadcasting 
Over KNX Hollywood 


29,000 Watts 





MANAGEMENT 


EDWARD SMALL CO. 


414 GUARANTY BLDG. 
HOLLYWOOD 
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East 


da Daley is now ass’t an- 
om on WCAX, Burlington, Vt. 
WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., running 
far ahead of all stations in the 
gtate on paid-in-advance accounts. 
Carmelo Cascia, blind pianist, now 
on a Sunday night broadcast over 


way. : 
Tony Wo 

him plenty 

night tour 


ast. 
writ Gross’ latest leanings are 


a radio. NBC program board 
hos given a serial idea of his hear- 


int FBE, Cincy, has a weekly meet 
the artist stunt with George Case, 
staff spieler, doing the m.c. Thing 
is on Monday nights 10.30 EST. 

Stoopnagle and Budd's ‘Stoop- 
nocracy’ gag has developed one of 
those societies, with ‘charter stoops’ 
and ‘honorary stoops’ and every- 
thing. C. F. Stevens is the execu- 

eck. 
"Ereand New York last week talk- 
ing things over with both the net- 
work and film ends was John Swal- 
low, in charge of NBC on the Radio 
Pictures lot in Hollywood. 

Cecil Morrison, director of dance 
bands for the Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission, is making the 
rounds of New York radio circles as 

of his eight-months’ world 
tour studying the industry. 


~ Midwest 


Louis Mason is teaming up with 
‘Annabelle Jackson for WTAM, 


Cleveland. 

Lum and Abner, dialect comics, 
gtarting three a week via WTAM 
sponsored by Ford dealers, 

Jimmy Church to write radio and 
book reviews for newly formed 
Cleveland ‘Weekly News.’ Formerly 
production manager at WTAM. 


Isham 
Jones 


MAY 19 
CENTURY 
BALTIMORE 





ns has a new car. Caused 
of worry on recent one- 
because he couldn’t drive 
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HS 9s Be 
5 Sills 


Phil Selznick has bee rT 
from WHK’s announcing pn has 
Old Song of the Churches’ ‘Bi 
on WMAQ for 52 weeks to help 

ce..etery lots, 

Household Finance program - 
pects to broadcast from the World's 
— —— June to October. Several 
otner cago commerci 
likewise. ° en Oy oe 

Jack Brooks and Norm Sherr 
WBBM team, add a clothing house, 
Richards Bros., to their other spon- 
sors. 

Local studio of WOC-WHO closed 
last week and staff transferred to 
WHO in Des Moines, Executive of- 
fices of Central Broadcasting will 
be maintained in Davenport. 

Floyd Gibbons gathering dope for 
his radio broadcasts couldn't crash 
the Chicago World’s Fair. Guards 
didn’t care who or what he was. 
Explanation was that 150 guards had 
been fired the day before for laxity 
in enforcing regulations and the sur- 
vivors were plenty tough. 

Ray Lee Jackson, NEC staff pho- 
tographer, in Chicago adding talent 
and execs to the official gallery of 
company fame. 

Sinclair Minstrels may play for 
Balaban & Katz. 

Art Kahn as pianist and Vic Buell, 
vocalist, conduct ‘Health Club’ for 
Witter Water, a new thrice-weekly 
commercial over WBBM, Chicago. 

KYW, Chicago, will take the Lew- 
isohn Stadium concerts July 1. 


West 


KGHI, Litt!» Rock, Ark., fs after 
an increase from 100 to 250 watts 
daytime power. 

Herbert L. Coburn, Yakima, 
Wash,, seeking a new station li- 
cense with 500 watts power. 

KOCW wants to change its loca- 
tion from Chickasha to Tulsa, Okla. 

Instead of sharing its time with 
WCAJ, Loncoln, Neb, WoOw, 
Omaha, is after unlimited time and 
WCAJ’s facilities. 

Howard A. Shuman, licensee of 
KFOR, Lincoln, Neb., has with- 
drawn his objection to the assign- 
ment of the station’s license to the 
Cornbelt Broadcasting Corp. 

Radio commission has granted a 
new air license for police broadcast- 
ing at Asheville, N. C. Station, 
WPFS, is the official mouthpiece of 
Buncombe county. 

KGGC, San Francisco, was denied 
its petition to add two hours time 
to its evening broadcasting. 

During school vacation, May 26- 
Sept. 12, KBPS, Benson Polytechnic 
school, Portland, Ore., will be silent. 

KFAC, Los Angeles, increases its 
hours of operation from sharing 
with KGEF, which has been deleted, 
to unlimited time. 

Hoyt Brown, known as Harry 
Hoyt when in Los Angeles stock, 
has joined KFAC., 

KNX, Hollywood, in the tourist 
business as a sideline, will conduct 
a sightseeing romp to Panama in 
June. Last month station handled 
a trip to Mexico City. 


What Will Farmers Do 
Without That Catalog? 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Sears, Roebuck will go on the air 
for four 15-minute programs weekly 
over the Don Lee-CBS chain. It’s 
the first attempt on the Pacific 
Coast by a mail order concern to 
replace or augment catalog selling 
by radio. 

Company will use a popular mu- 
sical program starting tomorrow 
(23) emanating from KHJ. 

















Grocers Add Another 
Free Vaude-Air Show 


Hollywood, May 22. 

With town already overboard on 
free vaude-air shows, Southern Cal- 
ifornia Retail Grocers’ Association 
launches another over KNX, May 24. 

Shows will be put on weekly at 
the sound stages of the Freeman 
Lang studio with provision to ac- 
commodate 700 free auditors. Bills 
are being written by Dick Creedon, 
with acts to work in front of Wil- 
bur Hatch’s orchestra. 











CBS CLOSES CHI BUREAU 
Chicago, May 22. 


With the departure of Howard 


. £ st Saturday 
Osborn as manager last ©a | hroadeasting system. Went into effect May 15. 


(20), the Chicago branch of the CBs 
Artists Bureau has folded for the 
summer, 

Osborn stepped into the post last 
December when Neil Conklin was 
transferred back to the home office. 
While on the job, Osborn had prin- 
cipally concerned himself with find- 
ing spots for dance bands repre- 
sented on the CBS list. 


i —_— 





L. A. Store Sugars 
Paper in Air Bill 


: Lws Angeles, May 22. 


Walkers, pioneer department store, 
bought a full pege in the L. A. ‘Rec- 
ord’ 10 announce a letter-writing 
contest it = staging in connection 
, With its ‘Lone Indian’ broadcasts 
over KFWB. Some 31 prizes will 
be awcrded June 10 for the best 
letters stating why writers enjoy 
the program. 

‘Lone Indian’ broadcasts are au- 
thored by Robert E. Callahan, who 
har \r.iten many frontier books. 


WEBS’ BIG NEWS JOB 
IS SPORTS REPORT 


Chicago, May 22. 


Hal Totten (NBC) and Pat Flan- 
nagan (CBS), have Western Union 
baseball tickers in lieu of the A.P. 
flashes which they formerly got 
from the ‘News’ and ‘Times,’ re- 
spectively. Totten broadcasts the 
Teaberry Gum Sports Review over 
WMAQ, and Flannagan does a sim- 
ilar stunt for Hamlin’s Wizard Oil 
over WBBM. 

Ban on the use of news wire 
services is easily overcome in the 
case of baseball, but is more diffi- 
cult with other sports. Racetracks 
in this area are handled by tele- 
phonic arrangements but golf, ten- 
nis, water sports, present a news 
gathering problem. 

Both networks are also doing 
some straight non-sports reporting, 
generally on inquiry from New 
York. Although the facts they seek 
are usually in the newspapers at 
the time networks make their own 
contacts, they ask their own ques- 
tions to avoid possible charges of 
lifting. 











Air Best Ad Medium With Newspapers 
Mostly for Women, Says Dr. Gallup 





WCKY’s 2 Half Hours 
For NBC Start May 31 


Cincinnati, May 22. 

WCKY, Covington, Ky., one min- 
ute from Cincy, will contribute two 
half hour programs weekly to the 
NBC network commencing May 31. 
First program, styled ‘Happy 
Ways in Dixie,’ will feature southern 
ditties and instrumental music. 
Among the talent participating will 
be the Sundodgers, instrumental 
sextet; James Boys, novelty blues 
quartet; Bradley Kincaid, guitarist; 
Dixie Dale, indigo warbler; Mur- 
dock Williams, piano, and the Ken- 
tucky Jubilee Singers, All are of 
the WCKY :« ff. 

This Wednesday afternoon pro- 
gram will be followed by a half 
hour concert of pop music by The- 
odore Hahn, Jr., and his Liberty 
theatre orchestra of Covington. 
Hahn formerly was hearé over NBC 
as conductor of ‘Southern Sym- 
phonies.’ 


Chi.’s 5 Beer Shows 


Chicago, May 22. 

Five beer accounts are broadcast- 
ing from Chicago, They are Pabst 
Blue Ribbon, Atlas, Prima, Miller 
High Life, and Edelweiss. Only 
Blue Ribbon is network and only 
the last two have gone radio since 
3.2 was legalized. 

Schlitz is a warm possibility for 
NBC and Anheuser-Busch is every- 











body’s ambition. 





ing when ABS unveils. 





liminary info along these lines. 


spend real money on radio. 


for their dance bands. 


side the ad agency. 


whether it embraces the right slant 


p. a. firm, 


Saturday and Sunday. 


are Massachusetts and Michigan. 


Product’s ‘Voice of Experience.’ 





Inside Stufi—Radio 


If and when Ed Wynn's third radio chain, the Amalgamated Broad- 
casting System, starts operating, it will have to put on its opening pro- 
grams without the inclusion of contract artists from NBC and Columbia. 

George M. King, representing himself as a spokesman for Wynn, had 
asked several NBC and CBS artists to come over for a bit of broadcast- 
But these artists took the precaution to find out 
how their respective artists services felt about the proposition, and the 
answer was ‘no’ under any and all circumstances from both webs. King 
had explained that there wouldn’t be any remuneration. 
added, for the opening programs would have to be contributed gratis. 

So far the Wynn network hasn’t approached the musicians’ union 
about the matter of a working agreement. Nor has it asked for any pre- 
With the latest starting date of the 
project given by Wynn as June 2, AT&T, which has a monopoly on fur- 
nishing the lines connecting one station with another, says it also has 
not yet heard from anyone officially connected with ABS, 





All talent, he 





Spot announcement stunt in experiment on WJSV, Washington, D. C. 
Local department store has quit a 15-minute show in favor of five spots 
daily but specifies that the spots must have an untsual angle. 

Station has hired an actor for the job and scatters the plugs through 
day and night hours without definite schedule so far as the public knows. 
Actor, Ronald Dawson, reads in cockney dialect and is causing talk. 
Queries coming in asking ‘Who’s the guy who keeps popping up on 
WJSV with announcements for Palais Royal. 

Dawson is paid a regular fee on a time basis. He is handed his schedule 
a day ahead, showing exact times he is to be at, station. : 





Palmer House, Chicago, is undoubtedly the first hotel in America to 
Heretofore hotels have generally confined 
their expenditures to wire charges and other purely engineering expenses 
Palmer House, in going for network time, and 
Floyd Gibbons’ salary over a period of five weeks to sell itself to tourists 
over the summer,.is pioneering a new form of radio advertising. 

Same hotel recently electrified the Loop tavern world by adopting sex 
appeal and abandoning its super-strict house: detective patrols. 





Several major national advertisers on the air make it a practice of 
having their blurb copy given an analytical scrutiny by authorities out- 
These outsiders are the firm’s publicity counsellors 
who study the plug for its probable psychological effect and to ascertain 


on public service. 


American Tobacco, ever since it’s been on the air, has practically had 
all the Lucky Strike spiels given the once over by the E. L. Bernays 





Ulmer Turner, radio editor of the Chicago ‘Herald-Examiner’, is a trifle 
miffed because other stations have bobbed up with programs billed ‘Star- 
dust’ and use that song thematically. This is the name Ulmer has given 
for many months to his radio gossip program over KYW. 

While recognizing that he can assert no property rights for either the 
title or the use of the song as a theme, Turner wonders at the scarcity 
of titles for programs which leads to such duplication. 





Indicative of the air mindedness of southern California is the crowded 
‘supper show’ at the Los Angeles Paramount theatre five nights a week 
for the KFI broadcasts by Al Pearce and his gang. Program is sent 
from the stage in view of the audience (6:45 and 7:15) nightly except 


Matinee price of 25c. up to 6 p. m. adds to the draw of the Pearce gang. 





Iowa is now one of three states in the Union to have a state police 


The other two states 


Each county sheriff’s office, police headquarters in the larger cities 
and towns, and eventually in the smaller towns, will be equipped with 
specially constructed and tuned radio receivers. 





CBS cut off the Hitler broadcast Wednesday (17) while the Nazi 


poobah was in the midst of his speech. 
Those t™ ned in on the Columbia _— 


j lost about five minutes of the German relay. 


It was to make way for Wasey 


Merchandisers have found that of 
all mediums the easiest one by 
which to reach the man consumer 
is radio, declares George Gallup, di- 
rector of research for the Young 
& Rubicam agency. Gallup told 
this to a gathering of the trade at 
the N. Y. Advertising Club last 
week. 

Fan and inquiry mail, remarked 
Dr. Gallup, may give the impression 
that radio makes its appeal pre- 
ponderantly to women and children, 
but the sustained success of air ad- 
vertisers selling an exclusively male 
product has proved that the men 
also listen and are influenced when 
it comes to buying. 

As a couple of examples the re- 
search expert cited such consistent 
air users as Blackstone and La- 
Palina cigars and also called atten- 
tion to the consistently high radio 
expenditures made by auto and auto 
accessories manufacturers and oil re- 
finers. One big advantage that 
these advertisers have found in 
radio, said Dr. Gallup, is that when 
it comes to getting consumer cover- 
age on a cost basis per single male 
adult, the air has it all over the 
other mediums. His intention was 
that newspapers are handicapped by 
the fact that newsprint advertising 
is overwhelmingly directed at 
women with the result that those 
newsprint ads seeking male atten- 
tion are lost in the heap. 

Before joining Young & Rubicam 
Dr. Gallup taught at Northwestern 
University. While there he pub- 
lished a series of surveys on radio 
in which he put the networks on the 
pan for making what he termed ex- 
travagant claims as to daily listener 
percentages, 
first scouted around to find out how 
many radio sets were turned on 
daily and what was the percentage 
of listeners and listening *: rs. 


It was Dr. Gallup who « 
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Sole Direction 
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SOCIETY’S CHOICE 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


WJZ 
Tues. and Sat. 
7:45 P. M. 


National Broadcasting System 
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| “Lady o’ the Radio” 


"JANE 
FROMAN 


IN SONGS ;, 


Direction, Morrison & Winkler, 
Park Central Hotel, 


New York City 








CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


AND HIS 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


WABC 











- 


ee eee oe - 


PRO a ct 


eet > 


OR EP RE ERE ep pce coe 


» 
i 


ae 


Nite ee oe oe 


mag? 


epmngyhn <pevrewenmmnagypesar- 








TRA GA ci 





eaeiapciate abet Datea "2 cela paiae 





Sorperoper recast eae 


} 
‘ 
} 
! 
| 
; 
: 
; 
M 
} 














36 VARIETY RADIO Tuesday, May 23, 1933 
a = — —— = —_——- 








Radio Reports 





RANCH BOYS 

Instrumental, Singing, Comedy 
COMMERCIAL 

KTM, Los Angeles 

For those who get a kick out of 
the Texas cowboy or hill-billy type 
of entertainment this nightly pro- 
gram, commercialed by Crazy 
Water Crystal Dealers of So. Calif., 
serves the purpose. It’s a combina- 
tion of instrumentation (mostly ac- 
cordions and guitars), harmony, a 
bit of mystery drama and some 
hoke. Much of the latter is of the 
off-stage variety, with the aver- 
age listener-in kept in the dark as 
to what’s transpiring. 

Vocalizing is mostly of airs typi- 
eal of the range, although spirituals 
and comedy numbers are added. 
Night caught (14) the second 30 
mins. of the program was devoted 
to a mystery sketch of the plains 
that was worthwhile entertainment. 
Broadcast cannot rate as big-time 
calibre but is above the average of 
the one-lunger stations along the 
Coast. Edwa. 


WANDERING MINSTRELS 
Instrumental and Vocal 
Sustaining 
KMPC, Beverly Hills 

Pleasing half hour every Wednes- 
day night at 10 comes as somewhat 
of a relief after an evening of jazz, 
variety programs and chatter, This 
is a combo of violin and vocal num- 
bers, the latter comprising soprano 


‘and bass ballads of the old-time 


type. Entire program, devoid of 
any announcement interruptions, is 
given in a soft tempo, which leaves 
the listener refreshed. 

Numbers are well done, which 
may account for the heavy listener 
draw program has in the Pacific 
northwest. Edwa. 
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N.B.C, woR 














“The Human Side of the News” 


on.-Tues.-Wed., 

6 ae P. = & 
WABC 
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WABC 
“THE INSIDE STORY” 
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“Melody Headlines” 
SATURDAY 


7:45 P.M. 


PHIL | 
REGAN 


WABC 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
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Featured in 
Columbia Revue 


11:15 P.M. 


‘CATHERINE THE GREAT’ 

Serial 

Mora Martin, Lucille LaPointe, 
Zella King, Blanche Kay, Malcolm 
Meecham 

Sustaining 

KHJ, Los Angeles 


Serialization of the life of the 
Russian Empress, noted for her 
numerous lovers, is along the lines 
of ‘English Coronets,’ an NBC chain 
serial, but stage: and presented 
over the Don Lee-CBS coast chain 
with considerably more finesse. 
Edward Lynn, the author, rates 
high on the coast as a producer of 
ether serializations, and in ‘Cathe- 
rine’ he has a subject that affords 
unlimited opportunities, 


Story is being given in weekly 
half-hour episodes, with the first 
two installments devoted largely to 
the childhood of Catherine. Title 
role is ably portrayed by Mora Mar- 
tin, who displays an exceptionally 
good bit of acting in her speedy 
transformation from a child into 
the bethroned Grand Duchess of all 
the Russians. 


Air story is strictly historical, 
with the necessary embellishments 
to lend color. Tragedy and romance 
prevail, with an occasional bit of 
comedy relief. Zella King is the 
Princess Johann, and the Empress 
Elizabeth is made an outstanding 
part by Lucille LaPointe. The dif- 
ficult role of Peter, a driveling nin- 
compoop in the early chapters, is 
ably handled by Malcolm Meecham, 
and Freeman Ambrose makes the 
most of the Count Alexis part. 

Although only two episodes old, 
‘Catherine the Great’ already has a 
strong Coast following, which should 
grow if subsequent installments 
maintain the standard of the first 
two. Edwa. 





KING ARTHUR and ARABIAN 
KNIGHTS 

With Don Voorhees 

Comedy, Band 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, Newark 


This one makes a try at travesty 
and is miles wide of the mark. 
Spotlight ads in the New York 
dailies heralding its debut (19). de- 
scribed it as the ‘world’s craziest 
radio show’ and the ‘goofiest bur- 
lesque ever heard.’ What came out 
of the loudspeaker fulfilled the bill- 
ing to the letter. It was goofy 
enough, but not the sort that has 
some kinship to comedy. 

It’s an idea with possibilities, but 
what eventuated was just a crazy 
hodgepodge of misplaced and time- 
worn gags. Two of the comics re- 
ferred to each other as Sir Omelet 
and Sir Gallophard, and the script 
further offered such nuggets as the 
question about ‘What is your vo- 
cation?’ with ‘Two weeks in July’ 
as the tag. 

Cast, with the exception of the 
lad as King Arthur, was to the 
level of the material. The exception 
gave indication of crossfire experi- 
ence, but the lines were against 
him. When after some 20 minutes 
of hapless persiflage, King Arthur, 
reading from his script, remarked, 
‘Let’s have some music, I’m dis- 
gusted,’ the sentiment may have 
been unanimous, 

Don Voorhees put his dance 
combo through a couple of tunes 
whose arrangements gave vent to 
the usual Voorhees penchant for 
over-brassiness, and _ the plug 
spieler dished out the virtues of 
Horton’s ice cream without any at- 
tempt at economy on words. 





Odec. 
MARIE GERARD 
Songs, Band 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 
Marie Gerard is a. skillfully 


trained soprano who makes an ex- 
ceptionally pleasant 15-min. inter- 
lude Friday evenings. Deft phras- 
ing she gives her lyrics and her 
general deportment shows lots of 
experience. 

In the way of repertoire she spe- 
cializes in standard and pop tunes 
of romantic genre. On the occa- 
sion caug®t (19) her program evi- 
denced a nice bit of mixing and 
balancing with a string group ac- 
cording flawless support. Odec. 


BILLY JONES and ERNIE HARE 
Songs, Patter 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 


Jones and Hare rate as the oldest 
team on the networks. They date 


and the Interwoven Pair. 

After an absence of over a year 
from the air, the boys sold NBC the 
idea that they had framed some- 
thing original for broadcasting, and 
the network has accorded them a 
couple of weekly spots to try it 
out. On performance the only new 
twist revealed was the adaptation 
of old stage blackout bits to the 
mike. 

A weak assortment of tomfool- 
ery, most of it not only mildewed 
by previous servitude, but by the 
method of presentation. These es- 
sentially remain mixers of harmony 
in a manner which seems a bit old- 
fashioned. But regardless of this 





Ernie Hare, as a single, has every- 


*way back as the Happiness Boys | 





Renewals 


Borden Ice Cream. Renewed 
with NBC, Chicago, for 26 
weeks starting May 19, but 
dropped its Wednesday broad- 
cast to confine plug to Fri- 





day. Sponsoring ‘Mr. Twis- 
ter’ (Jim Jordan) program 
over WMAQ. 


Lindlahr Publishing Co. re- 
news its health talk series over 
WBBM, Chicago, four mornings 
a week on behalf of their pub- 
lication, ‘Modern Living.’ Spon- 
son has completed a year on 
air, 


Cleveland Goes to 
Bat with Musicians 
Over Wage Scales 


Cleveland, May 232. 

Studio orchestra was pulled out 
of WTAM, and all its remote con- 
trol orchestras prohibited by union 
from broadcasting, when the mu- 
sicians’ local and Webster Smith, of 
that station, failed to come to an 
agreement on a new wage scale for 
the staff band. 

Virtual strike at WTAM was de- 
clared Saturday. (20) after musi- 
cians’ contract expired there and 
also at WHK and WGAR. All three 
stations originally planned to dis- 
continue regular staff bands, due to 
a heavy drop in local profitable 
commercials, with the intention of 
hiring them for single appearances 
when necessary. 

Demand that stations must keep 
regular studio musicians on, at old 
rate of $6 per hour plus $3 for one 
rehearsal, was made by Otto Kapl, 
prez of local. If stations insist on 
engaging orchestras on single ap- 
pearance basis, Kapl threatens to 
make spots of 5,000-watts or over 
pay triple the present scale. Smith, 
WTAM, manager, offered to com- 
promise by guaranteeing to spend 
a minimum sum annually on musi- 
cians, or to buy single appearances 
at the old rates, but both proposals 
were turned down. 

Harry Howlett, manager WHK, 
made an agreement with the union 
to have that outlet’s contract ex- 
tended another week. WGAR’s man- 
ager, John F. Patt, also is tempo- 
rarily continuing staff band at old 
rate pending negotiations. George 
F. McClelland, NBC vice-prez, and 
Fred Zook, of national musicians’ 
union ,are here to help settle the 
wage squabble, 

Current situation marks the sec- 
ond time this season that the mu- 
sicians’ union has gone to bat over 
wage problems. Theatre musicians, 
at Kapl’s instigation, refused to 
take a 25% cut, although stagehands 
and boothmen conceded to it, and 
closed all of the town’s theatres. 

















EXERCISE ON MITZI 


Option on Mitzi Green by the 
Ward Baking Co., sponsoring her on 
a disk serial, has been exercised 
for another 18 weeks at two broad- 
casts a week. Ward holds two ad- 
ditional options for 13-week periods. 

Along with the Ward option ex- 
ercised, Bauer & Black people of 
Chicago have taken the Pacific end, 
which adds 10 more stations to Miss 
Green’s circulation. 





PAT BARNES BANKROLLED 


Chicago, May 22. 

Pat Barnes is sponsored by Tasty 
Yeast under a new three-a-week 
deal for NBC networking. It’s a 
characteristic Barnes one man 
hodge-podge of poetry, sentiment, 
philosophy, etc. Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Fridays. 

Meanwhile, Barnes’ Bar Z Ranch 
kid show continues on NBC sus- 
taining. 





KFRC’s 2 Locals 
San Francisco, May 22. 

O’Connor Moffatt department 
store has bought another weekly 
program on KFRC, making two a 
week for the store. 

National Oil Products also going 
| for air time, buying two five-minute 
| transcripts a week. 
| These two programs are local but 
| KFRC also takes the new Sears, Roe- 
| buck series which starts tomorrow 
(23) from KHJ, Los Angeles: 








thing that it takes to sell a song. 
His is a rich, sturdy baritone with 
a register in either direction that 
settles impressively on the ears. 
For pure essence of tone and qual- 
ity there are few voices like it on 
the chains. Odec. 





Ether Slants 





It was old-timers’ night on the 
Thursday (18) Fleischmann hour, 
the visiting talent being culled from 
the stage vets’ department, and it 
made an interesting program. It 
was a welcome pace-changer for the 
weekly affair and more ‘idea’ shows 
along similar lines, if mixed in with 
the regular variety policy would 
doubtlessly build up interest. 

In the parade of vets were Irene 
Franklin, DeWolf Hopper, Taylor 
Holmes and William Brady, Sr. 
With them were the Giersdorf Sis- 
ters, a male quartet, a_ singing 
chorus and the program’s stand- 
bys—Vallee, Alice Faye and the 
Vallee orchestra. 

Miss Franklin could easily have 
picked a better selection, although 


Columbo Wavers 


Hollywood, May 22. 
With an offer to go to Chicago 
during the World’s Fair, Russ Co- 
lumbo is still sticking here to await 
the outcome of picture negotiations. 


Creoner has had bids from Fox 
and Metro. 











Both Sides Score in 
Savino-CBS Lawsuit 


Dominico Savino’s move for ex- 
amination before trial, on his $28,000 
breach of contract suit against CBS, 
met with Justice Valente’s approval 
iu the New York Supreme Court 
last week. Court also granted the 
chain’s motion for a bill of particu- 
lars, 


Savino alleges he was wrongfully 
discharged from the CBS conduct- 
ing staff while his contract had a 
year to go. In his complaint the 
concert leader further claims that 
the network first tried to induce him 
to settle his contract and when this 
failed he was given two weeks’ 


notice. The maestro had a weekly 
sustaining series, ‘Savino’s Tone 
Pictures.’ 





Sudden Withdrawal 


With the sudden retirement of 
the Louis Philippe lipstick and Jo- 
Cur Wave Set stanzas from CBS 
last Sunday (21) the Affiliated 
Products, drug and cosmetic com- 
bine, has called a halt on its air 
connections for the summer Affili- 
ated was considering giving these 
programs an additional run of six 
weeks Lut decided against the ap- 
propriation, 


Jo-Cur had used Jack Osterman 
and a unit under Victor Arden, 
while an adventure serial, ‘Marie, 
the French Princess,’ carried the 
lipstick tag. 





MJB’s Changes 


San Francisco, May 22, 

MJB Coffee has taken Anson 
Weeks’ band for the once weekly 
‘Demi Tasse Revue.’ Account will 
weave a series of terror yarns be- 
tween the Weeks’ dansapation. 
Weeks starts for the coffee com- 
pany June 5, replacing Ted FioRito. 
Tonight (Monday) Peter B. Kyne, 
on for 13 weeks, will be succeeded 
by ‘Tropic Terrors,’ South Sea 
thrillers spun and written by Wil- 
liam Paterson and Ralph Leon, both 
radio newcomers. 


O. G. Extends Link 


Old Gold starting with tomorrow 
(Wednesday) night’: broadcast as- 
sumes the largest commercial link 
on the airlines. It’s adding 20 sta- 
tions to its, original batch of 55 on 
the CBS list. 

Lucky Strike is paying for 56 
outlets on NBC. 








JOE PARSONS AND BEER 
Chicago, May 22. 

Joe Parsons will be known as 
‘Edelweiss Joe, the big basso’ on a 
new commercial for the beer of that 
name. It’s a Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday evening routine over WMAQ, 
with Larry Larsen adding organ 
music. 

It’s the first beer account signed 
by NBC here since 3.2 came in. 





Lowry’s NBC Dates 
Chicago, May 22. 
Ed Lowry starts a_i regular 
schedule of build-up radio broad- 
casts for NBC over WMAQ. He 
also continues as producer-m.c. of 
the Avalon theatre. 
Will be heard Mondays 
Thursdays. 


and 





from the announcement and billing 
accorded here, it appeared she sang 
what the program stager ordered, 
After Vallee introduced her as a 
singer who starred back in 1916, or 
thereabouts, Miss Franklin pro- 
ceeded with ‘Redhead,’ her best kid 


song and great when the spot ig | 


right, but this was not the spot, 
Jerry Jarnegan at the piano. 

Holmes was introduced as Phillips 
Holmes’ father. He asked whether 
the big reception hand was for him- 
self or for the boy. That made it 
perfect for his two comedy yarns in 
character. Hopper, of course, gave 
‘em ‘Casey,’ and in a style that’s as 
foreign to radio as crooning was to 
the vaudeville of Hopper’s time. 
Bill Brady, who is better known to 
this generation as a producer than 
an actor, did a bit of ‘Svengali,’ and 
the way Bill did it no gestures were 
needed. 

The vocal work of and around the 
visiting acts was first rate. 





Dorothy James, former vaude sin- 
gle, showed enough in her one num- 


ber of the Ted Lewis program Over 


WABC, New York, to _ indicate 
bright possibilities in the ether field, 
The fine diction for which Miss 
James was noted on the two and 
more a day promises to prove an 
even bigger asset on the air. 

Miss James plays her own ace 
companiment, her piano soloing be- 
ing important. 





Charles Barnett’s orchestra is now 
playing in the Rainbow Room of the 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany. Broad- 
casts local programs over WGY and 
NBC network through the Schenec- 
tady station. Unit does not appear 
to be as versatile or as strong vo- 
cally as one or two others recently 
heard at the same stand. Sticks to 
straight dance music which it plays 
well. Shows to best advantage in 
fast numbers, blues and rumbas. 
The vocalist (unannounced) can go 
indigo, too. Reeds and brasses okay, 
while piano work is good. At times 
the instrumentation and arrange- 
ments combine to produce a heavy, 
draggy effect, a fault should be pro- 
tected. A few novelty bits would 
help. 








COMPOSER OF 
‘Stormy Weather’ 


“SINGS as sensationally as 
he WRITES” 


HAROLD 
ARLEN 


IN PERSON 





Radio City Music Hall 


NOW (Week May 18) 


Represented by 
R. A. WACHSMAN 
353 W. 56th Street 
Phone LO 5-1106 
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NBC Network—Also . 
Frost Sugar Hour 
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Personal Direction 8 
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Pay Pact Fight 
Over B&K Deal 


For Tex Guinan 


Chicago, May 22. 


Balaban & Katz handed the 
Orpheum circuit a return burn last 
week by booking Texas Guinan and 
her Gang for about four weeks of 
jocal picture house time at $3,300 
and percentage. Nate Blumberg, 
who was in New York when the 
pooking was consummated, is ex- 
pected back in town this week. He 
entered a complaint about’ the 
Guinan booking with the four-cir- 
cuit salary-setting committee be- 
fore leaving for home. 

It is expected that as a result of 
recent events, climaxed by the 
Guinan case, the agreement will be 
eff as far as B&K and Orpheum 
are concerned, Both being in re- 
eeivership and accountable to the 
bondholders, they're anxious to 
make a showing and are said to 
smarting under the booking limita- 
tions enforced on them by the sal- 
ary agreement. 

Under the agreement any act 
submitted for bookings On any cir- 
cuit must be jointly submitted to 
all the circuits before it can be 
booked. B&K and Orpheum have 
been charging each other’ with 
booking shows on the q.t., in vio- 
lation of the agreement. 

It’s generally known here that 
both would like to be rid of the 
salary agreement obligations, in 
order to operate independently, but 
the Chicago understanding is that 
neither wants to be the first to 


walk out. Either would be more 
than willing to follow the other 
out, 


Chaney and Fox’s Return 
White House Engagement 





Chaney and Fox for the second 
time in a month are invited to dance 
at a garden party at the White 
House. 

The dancers are friends of the 
First Family, and because of this 
Loew’s acceded to the ‘command’ 
performance by letting the team out 
of their last day at Loew's, Newark, 
this Thursday (26). 





Broke Leg in Prattfall, 
‘Amateur’ Skater Sues 


99 


Kansas City, I“ay 22. 
Suit for $10,000 damages for in- 
juries suffered while working in a 
vaudeville act, has been filed here 
against the Kansas City Junior Or- 


Pheum company, the Rez.dio-Keith- 


y Orpheum company and Johnnie Ma- 


s0n and Mary Mason. Suit was 
amateur performer. 

Petition states that last January 
Mrs. Morris was employed in a 
roller skating act at the Mainstreet 
With the Masons. £2 fell during 
the act and another performer fell 
on her, breaking her right leg. 


All for Thin Dime 


Hartford, May 22. 

A new low for value in entertain- 
ment hereabouts is now being of- 
fered by the Cameo theatre. 

House gives five acts of vaude- 
Ville, with 25 to 30 people, a con- 
cert, two feature pietures and prize 
aE teate for a top of 15 cents and a 
Ow of 19 cents. 











| 





Austin Set for N. O. 


New Orleans, May 22. 

4 Gene Austin and troupe all set to 
te at Suburban Gardens, night 
Club on Jefferson Highway, Satur- 
day (27), 

* apt. Maines ahead and has billed 
a town like a circus. Austin en- 
yagement for two weeks, although 
@ has leased the club for a month 


With an option for a year. 


vv 





Still on Free List 





Baltimore, May 22. 

"Yeah, it’s sure tough,’ ad- 
mitted usher at a loeal house 
after being notified of the 
fourth salary cut. 

‘But it could be tougher,’ he 
added, after a moment. “They 
haven’t asked us to pay ad- 
mission yet.’ 


ALMOST $30,000 
FOR ‘NUTS, Chil 


Chicago, May 22. 
An opening week’s gross of close 
to $30,000 at $1.50 top and two-a- 
day is indicated for the William 


Morris office’s ‘Nuts to You’ variety 
show at Balaban & Katz’ Oriental. 
It opened with a night show Friday 
(19) and on the five performances 
over the week-end grossed $13,000. 


To the show's Whiteman-Pearl- 
Boswell Sisters road lineup, Burns 
and Allen were added for the local 
engakement. Booking is for two 
weeks, with chances it will hold 
for a third if business stands up. 

According to the early box office 
pace, both the show and theatre 
will get through the first week 
comfortably. The terms give the 
show the first $20,000, the theatre 
the next $12,000, and they split 
after that. 

For Chicago, which hasn’t seen 
a $20,000 gross for a legit attrac- 
tion in months, the $30,000 in pros- 
pect is big business. Although 
running in legit fashion, the show 
isn’t under Equity jurisdiction. 

B&K, with the Morris office book- 
ing, plans on a similar two-a-day 
policy for the Oriental for the bal- 
ance ef the summer. Nothing yet 
set to follow ‘Nuts,’ but expected 
to be this week. 


One Good Tab Deserves — 


e o 
Another in Des Moines 
Des Moines, May 22, 
Following the draw of George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ at the RKO Or- 
pheum for four days last week, the 
following have been booked in for 
the house: Bill Robinson’s ‘Hot 
From Harlem,’ four days, starting 
May 27; Howard Thurston, four 
days, starting June 3, and Cab Cal- 
loway, four days, starting June 10. 
Manager Hale Cavanagh said the 
‘Scandals’ show did better than §$8,- 
000 in their four days at three 
shows a day. Well over 2,000 per- 
sons were turned away. 




















Hollander’s Inspiration 








brought by Mzs. Dollie Morris, an| 


Chicago, May 22. 

| ‘We've gct have a name!’ 

| This question agitated the entire 
| Balaban & Katz and William Mor- 
lris orgaaizations last week. The 
| needed name was a designation for 
‘the Paul Whiteman, Jack Pearl, 
| Boswell Sisters, Burns and Allen 
'show at the Oriental. A nameless 
conglomerate of stars may be okay 
in Peoria but Chicago needed a 
name. Especially for $1.65. 

In this emergency the man of the 
hour proved to be Bill Hollander, 
head publicist of B&K. He baptized 
the show ‘Nuts to You.’ With this 
saucy salute the show was launched. 





Magicians’ Pow-Wow 

Cleveland, May 23. 
Fourth annual convention of In- 
ternational Magic Circle, composed 
of amateur and pro magicians, to 
be held at Cedar Point, O., for three 
days opening July 7. Harry Black - 
stone will preside, with Dr. me. Ws 








Gentilly of Cleveland as convention 





manager and Harlowe R. Hoyt 
magazine editor Cleveland Plain 
Dealer,’ in charge of amateur Con- 
test. 
International Brotherhood df 
Magicians will stage annus | con- 
ivention June 7 t 9 in Reaver Falls 
Pa. 
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TOUGH SUMMER 


Changed Picture Situation 
Brightens Stage Shows’ 
Chances—Indies Expected 
to Bring Variety Back, on 
Percentage or Otherwise 
—But Little Hope from 
Circuits — Straight Films 
No Longer Sure Draw 





NEW KIND OF VAUDE? 





For those who can stand off the 
terrors of what probably will be 
the toughest summer the business 
has ever known, the reward may 
be a chance to participate in a 
long-expected comeback of vaude- 
ville in the fall. 


For vaudeville’s outlook for next 
season is, from this early vantage 
point, encouraging to those who 
still have hopes for rejuvenation 
of variety entertainment in the 
vaudeville and picture theatres. 

The ‘vaudeville is coming back’ 
prediction, made every year at this 
time for the past five years or so 
with clocklike regularity, has be- 
come an annual mirage on _ the 
vaudeville desert; but this time the 
reasons presented with the pre- 
diction are more practical. In the 
past they have been based mostly 
on sentiment, and made echeifly by 
minority hopefuls who believed in 
the comeback without having a 
sound argument why it should 
happen. 

There are facts and figures be- 
hind the argument now. Cireum- 
stances have changed a great deal 
this past year in the picture ex- 
hibiting field, with all exhibs, cir- 





Kayoing Shorts? 





Touted return of stage shows 
to picture house will k. oe. the 
shorts next season, aver the- 
atre managers. The Holly- 
wood producers are planning 
otherwise, aS many are going 
overboard on their’ shorts’ 
schedule. Idea from the studio 
end is that the featurettes will 
round out the film shews, 
especially where double bills 
have been ruled out; also that 
the canned variety talent will 
take up the void for vaude 





talent. 

Some circuits planning to re- 
instate vaude in their theatres 
next fall are planning to throw 
out all shorts and use only a 
newsreel, picture and four or 
five acts. The sole dispensa- 
tion may be a cartoon short. 











cuit and independent, searehing 
desperately for a solution. Vaude- 
ville’s boosters, whose one-time 


cheers have lately been reduced to 
whispers by the strain of unfilled 
promise, now have renewed hopes 
that vaudeville will be that seh- 


tion. 
Hope in Indies 
If the comeback happens—and 
the ‘if’ still rates capital letters— 


the indies, not the circuits, will be 
the source. The overhead angle 
continues to preelude vaudeville’s 
cireuit chances, but the indies, free 


siderable weight through the addi- 
tion of numerous former circuit 
theatres to the indie field. That 


the ex-circuit stands now on their 


own have become thoroughly stage 


directly opposite 








BOREO UNDER BOND 


Emil’s ‘Little Mouse’ Gets Arrest 
Order—Bond Set 

Emil Boreo, playing the Para- 

mount, New York, this week, was 

arrested at the stage door yester- 

day (Monday) on an order ob- 


tained by Constance Claxton, who 
is suing the single for $50,000 on 
a breach of promise charge. The 
sheriff permitted, Boreo to go on 
for the matinee, afte. which he 
was taken to jail and later released. 
Supreme Court Justice Sheintag 
set a $5,000 bond to insure Boreo’s 
appearance. The woman said she 
heard Boreo is booked for Europe 
and applied for the arrest order and 
bond on that contention. Julius 
Kendler represented Boreo. 

Miss Klaxton says Boreo prom- 
ised to marry her and wanis the 
$50,000 because he didn’t. In some 
of his letters, which she proposes 
to offer in evidence, Boreo called 
her ‘my littl mouse,’ she alleges. 





VAUDE AND HEIDT BACK 
INTO HILLSTREET, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Hillstreet, local RKO spot, goes 
back to vaude with Horace Heidt 
returning to the theatre June 17, fol- 
lowing the completion of an engage- 
ment at the RKO Albee, Breoklyn. 
House has been going. straight 
sound and Heidt’s coming back 
makes it look like J. J. Franklin, 
presently in charge ef Cleveland 
operation for RKO, may also head 
back about that time. 

In that event, it is probable that 
Nat Holt, presently in Cincinnati, 
may take over the Cleveland terri- 
tory additionally and Richard Moss, 
present manager of the Hillstreet, 
may shift east for a position around 
New York. 








Tink Humphreys on Mend 





Hollywood, May 22. 
Tink Humphreys will leave the 
Hollywood hospital Wednesday (24) 
and will spend a month at some 
resort recuperating before resuming 
business activities. 





Pro Tennis Opposish 


Lynchburg, May 22. 

This town, which has witnessed 
several barnstorming golf stars in 
action, will see its first traveling 
tennis troupe tomorrow (23). Com- 
pany, putting on one performance 
only at Oakwood Club courts, will 
consist of Big Bill Tilden, Vincent 


Richards, Hans Nusslein and Bruce 
Barnes. 
Third appearance of us:cci in 


Lynchburg. Company will be bat- 
tling Waring’s Pennsylvanians for 
patronage. Ciggie band is booked 
into the Paramount the came day. 


F-WC Options Fiorito 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Ted Fiorito has reconsidered his 


of heavy financial entanglements, | decision to go into the local Para- 
are also considered free to play|mount with his band June 15, and 
vaudeville as well as tabk it, after|instead will open at Loew’s State 
a meagre year with straight pic-|(W-WC) for two weeks, starting 
ture policies. June 22 

The indie prospects for stage Circuit is taking an additional 
shows have recently taken on con-| four weeks’ option on the band if 


the initialer clicks. 


Beer Ousts Bridge 


A show headed by Helena Justa’s | 





show -minde d, ; : band opened at the new beer garden 

their former circuit attitude, is in the Stanley hotel, New York, last | 

clearly illustrated by the fact that | week 

they are the first to try spring Space formerly used for a bride! 
stage entertainment, or the first tO) glup wae converted hehe meine 

, 4 ' . ; oe 

(Continued on page 3%) ' by the hotel’s owner, Jack Marcus.'! 


WPTURN AFTER i12 Acts for $15,000?—Try and Get 
Em, Sez RKO-NBC; R.C.s Vaude 
Cold: Roxy 


So Far Lost 2006 


After the RKO booking office and 
NBC's artist bureau, combined, 
spent two weeks in an attempt to 
line up a couple of 12-act shows 
in advance for the RKO Roxy in 
Radio City, the boys gave it up as 
a bad job and forced abandonment 
of a straight vaudeville grind pol- 
icy for the house. Instead, the 
3,700-seater in Sixth avenue goes 
straight films, second run, at 40c 
top on or about May 27. With the 
new policy it will be known as the 
Radio theatre. 


The announcement to effect that 
the bookers couldn't find enough 
worthy talent to carry the policy 
beyond two weeks was astonish- 
ing, especially in view of the fact 
that they had $15,(0% a week to 
spend on the show alone. It was 
cleared up by the explanation that 
they could lay out some_ swell 
shows, but couldn’t guarantee the 
acts would be obtainable. 

Roxy's idea of a straight variety 
policy for the house involved the 
headlining of radio names mostly, 
By assignment of part of the book- 
ing job to NBC, the source of ether 
talent. was confined to that one 
network. When the Whitemans, 
Amos ’n’ Andy and a few others 
had been discarded, little in the 
way of headline radio talent for a 
vaude theatre could be mentioned. 
When they attempted to fill in the 
gaps with stage names, it was even 


tougher. 
On the surface the claim that 12 
good acts a week for $15,000 


couldn’t be -ad sounded incredible, 
but the booking office boys said, 
‘Try and find ’em.’ It’s supposed to 
give an idea of what would hap- 
pen in the way of material short- 
age should the ex-vaude theatres 
decide to go vaude in wholesale 
fashion. 
No More Ritz 

In straight films at 40c the RKO 
Roxy will lose its ritzy status that 
went automatically with the Radio 
City location and becomes just an- 
other film grinder like RKO’s 81st 
St., 58th St., ete. It was reported 
the RKO theatre department met 
opposition from the Rockefeller 
end over the 40c scale, the Rocké- 
fellers insisting on a 75c minimum 


admish with any policy. But, from 
accounts, they acquiesced when 
darkening the theatre was de- 


scribed as the only alternative. 
Under the 12-act policy the 
house would have had a weekly 
overhead of around $42,000, inclu- 
sive of the $15,000 for the vaude. 
On the subsequent-run _§ straight 
sound. policy the house will have 
a weekly nut of something like 
$11,000, before rent. Altogether 
the weekly budget may run to 
around $18,000 or more. Films to 
be on a flat rental] basis. 
Every policy that has been tried 
and there have been five, have been 
called experiments, 

Five ‘Experiments’ 
It is known to have been H. B. 
Franklin’s idea that maybe the 
house should try another kind of 
experiment. Namely, shutting down 
for the summer or part of the sum- 
mer. To go even further, Max Rein- 
hardt was considered as a possible 
supervisor for the spot, turning the 
theatre into a spectacle house. Mar- 
tin Beck was supposed to have gone 
over to Europe to bring back Rein- 
hardat. Since he returned Beck 


(Continued on page 38) 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $150 
Mail 





remittance with name and 


summer address. 
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(Continued from page 37) 
make definite plans for stage 
shows in the fall, 

The new picture situation, which 
is principally responsible for the 
brighter vaudeville outlook, is the | 


of a general breakdown of 
the once formidable straight film 
machine, whose merit, both eco- 
nomically and as a box office at- 
traction, towered over the vaud- 
film policy or _ straight vaude. 
Things are different now. Straight 
pictures as a 52-week policy every 
year have lost power. Which gives 
stage aid for frail films a n-w an 
convincing argume..’. 

Screen weakness in certain spots 
has been vaudeville’s only reason 
for existence in the past few years. 
In theatres whose straight film 
product has been able to take care 
of itself, or where there was no op- 
position, stage shows were consist- 
ently absent. Vaude or presenta- 


result 


tions have been played only where, 


and when the pictures were uni- 
formly bad, or where stage shows 
were needed to place the house on 
an equal plane with the opposition. 
This applied to the downtown the- 
atre districts chiefly. 

Main Street’s Need 


Through the past year’s changes 
the downtown situation has changed. 
Even where downtown opposition 
for downtown theatres has been nil, 
there has appeared a new form of 
there has appeared a new form 
of competition—the neighborhood. 


Forced reductions in downtown ad-' 


mission prices has’ consistenly 
failed to bring ’em downtown, de- 
spite that the downtown scale is 
nearer to the neighb level. This 
tends to temper the former anti- 
stage show attitude of the straight 
film downtowners, with vaudeville 
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now setting itself up as the answer 
to their problem. 

Realizing the necessity of a sub- 
stitute for failing straight pictures, 








and figuring stage show may turn 
the trick, the four major circuits 
recently entered into a pact by 


| which they counted on bringing 
down the cost of stage talent to a 
point where it could be economic- 
ally played. These were the circuits 
that, in the past, were wholly re- 
sponsible for the boosting of sal- 
aries to an unplayable and unpay- 
able height. 

While the theory behind the sal- 








ary pact is regarded everywhere as 
just under the circumstances, the 
| pact itself has not been much of a 
success to date, insofar as a gen- 
eral reduction in stage show costs 


are concerned. The agreement, 
when made, was aimed chiefly at 
‘correcting the problem of acts 


| whose salaries, through the circuits’ 
competetive boosting, jumped to 
‘suicidal levels, but thus far that 
goal has not been attained. Instead 
of playing the big ones on cuts, the 
circuits suddenly stopped playing 
them at all. The cuts apply mainly 
for the moderate salaried turns 
whose salaries were already so low 
they could not be cut much, for 
these acts, the circuits resorted to 
the old railroad fare and ‘expenses’ 
subterfuge. The big ones remain 
uncut. They're not working, but as 
far as official records are concerned, 
they have not yet accepted the cuts. 
| The circuits declare the cuts, if 
enforced, will result in vaudeville’s 
comeback. The indies, who have 
enjoyed a lower salary rate for act- 
ors than the circuits right along, 
declare that the cutting of stage 
salaries alone will not bring vaude 
back on the circuits. 


Circuit Overhead a Brake 


It is held that as long as the cir- 
cuits remain circuits with the home 
offices, etc., the overhead will still 
be present. And as long as the 
overhead’s present, there can’t be 
mech yaude in circuit <*:entres. 

Her-2, the bright<.s outloox for 
stage shows in the independent field 
than on the _ circuits. Running 
themselves and dictating their own 
expenditures, the indies are in a 
position to take on stage shows 
last season. They have been mak- 
ing union deals that the circuits do 
not seem able to make, and they 
are cutting down from every angle, 
all in preparation for the stage 
show, if needed, 

Another influence toward stage 
shows in which the indies are ahead 
of the circuits lies in their attitude 
to percentage playing of high sal- 
aried names and attractions. The 
circuits, under their agreement. 
have gone on record as opposed to 
the percentage system. The indies, 
meanwhile, contending the percent- 
age system is the only way to 
standardization of stage costs, are 
playing attractions on percentage— 
and the indies are the only theatres 
having any success with stage 
shows today. 

In barring percentage as a gen- 
eral policy, the circuits are confin- 
ing themselves to such names as 
are available at th* cut fivvves, and, 
cuts or no cuts, the circuits are pay- 
ing them whether they draw or not. 
The indies have captured the whole 
name field, and when paying an act 
in accordance with what is drawn, 
and no more, they are taking small 
chances. 


The percentage idea has been 
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ture chances rest. 


tried with especially good results on 
two indie theatre groups that re- 
cently severed circuit attachments— 
the Orpheum circuit in the middle 
west and the Interstate-O’Donnel 
group in the south. The Orpheums, 
under Nate Blumberg’s operation, 
will continue to play attractions on 
percentage through the summer 
The southern time goes into a sum- 
mer lull this week, but has opened 
a New York booking office under 
Charlie Freeman’s direction pre- 
paratory to resuming in August. 


Chains Handicapped 


In contrast to the indie interest 
in stage shows, the circuits appear 
to be doomed to a straight film diet 
by their overheads. The only pos- 
sible exception is Loew, which is 
now the circuit leader with 14% 
weeks of playing time. The former 
leader, RKO, is down to nine weeks 
and no hopes for an RKO vaude re- 
vival are held out under the pres- 
ent booking and operating heads. 
Warners’ is now a minor book with 
but two and a half weeks, while 
Paramount-Publix has three regular 
weeks and an occasional stage show 
assignment for the outlying picture 
theatres around Chicago. 

With a stage show comeback now 
appearing more probable than pre- 
viously, the current speculation is 
not so much co. erned with 
whether the comeback will be real- 
izod, but what form variety enter- 
tainment will take when it does 
come back. It’s conceded the old- 
fashioned form of vaudeville will 
never again attain popularity for 
several reasons, 

Development of the regulation 
type of act has been at a complete 
standstill for two years. For this 
reason there would not be enough 
good material to go around, if the 
circuits did miraculously decide to 
suddenly bring formal vaudeville 
back, 

The popular belief is that vaude- 
ville in its fall comeback will take 
the form of organized shows under 
productional supervision. They'll 
have to look different in the future. 


the vaude-minded managers say, 


and these are the managers upon 
whom the stage show business’ fu- 
It’s expected that 
difference can be provided by ex- 
tension of variety bo xing to take 
in production and staging, the re- 


sult to be a finished product rather 


than a slapped-together, hit-or-miss 
vaudeville bill. 

Estimates of the amount of play- 
ing time likely to result from the 
changed attitude go from 50 to 100 
weeks. This, if the hopes come true, 
will be new time, either virgin ter- 
ritory for stage shows or time that 
hasn’t played stage shows for three 
Or more years. 





Seattle, May 22, 
Two more towns added to Keigh- 
ley & Roscoe circuit, Liberty, 
Olympia, and Fox, Centralia, for 
five acts vaude, one-day stands. 


Columbus, O., May 22. 

Success of vaude at the Hart- 
man, plus the present Loew ar- 
rangement to bring back stage 
shows, is turning the old Broad 
theatre into a stage policy acain 
after many years of straight films. 

Change in policy will take place 
within a week. Ohio, which played 
stage shows for Loew in the past 
five years, is to remain on regular 


film policy, augmented by the 
organ, 
Prices at the Broad are to re- 


main as is. 





Birmingham, May 22. 
Vaudeville last week returned to 
3irmingham after an absence of 
nearly three years, and if business 
is satisfactory,. the Temple will 


continue to book acts independ- 
ently. 

In, bringing vaudeville into the 
house, John Callman, manager, 


shifted the policy from second runs 
to first runs. 





Seattle, May 22. 


Six acts of vaude now at the 
Embassy (Joe Danz) makes this 
the only Seattle spot with reg 


vaude, and replaces the Rex (Ham- 
rick). 





12 Acts—15 G’s ? 


(Continued from page 37) 





won't talk about the trip, but Rein- 
hardt isn’t coming to Radio City. 
Big angle is in the money. The 
Reinhardt shows with the producer 
in person would cost plenty weekly 
and the cost, when the RKO people 
finally started figuring, began to 
take on hazardous. angles for profit- 
able operating results. They’ve got 
enough of those kind of angles al- 











ready at the Music Hall, 


When the 12-act vaude plan was | 


to fulfill. 
Cleveland and an 


the contract. 


Jay C. Flippen’. 


a 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Coast advices have RKO committed to a 16-week contract to Horace 
Heidt, made by J. J. Franklin, which the RKO people are finding hara 
Franklin, brother of H. B., is district manager for RKO at 
enthusiastic Heidt fan. 
Albee, Brooklyn, on his 7th or 8th week of that contract, and it is io be 
shoved to the Coast upon the end of his Brooklyn engagement to finish 
J. J. Franklin probably going back to the Coast to handle 
Heidt’s return showing at the Hillstreet, Los Angeles. 


Heidt is presently at the 





Ritz brothers appearing at the Riveria (Jersey end of George Wash- 
ington bridge) introduce well-knowns to the customers nightly. 
finale of the stunt a Ritz grabs a flower pot and announces: ‘And this is 


At the 


It's a big bunch of ferns, suggesting Flip’s mop of hair. 

Jack Linder and Arthur Fisher, indie vaude bookers, have joined the 
Theatrical Democratic League, of which Fally Markus is a vice-president, 

Organization is co-operating with the New York district attorney's 
office in cleaning up indie vaude practices. 





finally kicked out, Franklin was said 
to have talked other ‘experiments’ 
to the Rockefellers. He presented a 
plan whereby the Rockefeller reps 
might put in $100,000 to finance the 
importation of ‘White Horse Inn,’ 
spectacle from Europe. 

If the Rockefeller reps went for 
that, and they didn’t, from last ac- 
counts, the house might have shut 
down for several weeks this sum- 
mer and reopened with ‘White 
Horse Inn’ for a long run and some 
de luxe b. o. scale, at two-a-day. 
Bringing over ‘Inn’ or any other 
such spectacle from Europe would 
cost around $200,000, it is believed. 
That’s outside of assembling costs 
and rehearsing budgets on this side, 
once the production is over. 

Outside of the opening week, the 
house has gone red pretty con- 
sistently, winding up for around a 
$200,000 throwback in less than five 
months, from accounts. 

One of its biggest losses was in- 
curred with ‘Melody,’ the George 
White musical which was in for the 
R. C. showing at a $10,000. The 
house went under slightly over 
$20,000 or thereabouts that week. 





Union Rule Hampering 
Syracuse Stage Shows 


Syracuse, May 22. 
Return of stage shows to the 
Syracuse Main Stem, via Para- 
mount and RKO Keith’s, has met an 
obstacle in demands of local thea- 
trical crafts. 

Keith’s, after adding stage shows 
to its screen fare for several weeks, 
is back to straight films and if acts 
are offered in the future, they will 
be restricted to a ‘names’ appearing 
in ‘one,’ thus eliminating orchestra 
and fullstage crew. As an example 
of what the house plans for the 
summer, Arthur Tracy, the Street 
Singer, is set to open next Friday. 

Paramount, required to add two 

more stage hands this week—house 
has been playing stage shows with 
four—contempiates a return to 
straight canned entertainment, al- 
though there may be one more week 
of ‘flesh. House desires to play 
Evelyn Brent, capitalizing her Syra- 
cuse childhood. 
Loew’s State still uncertain as to 
return of: vaudeville, although house 
will play Sanabria Television act 
week of June 9. 


F. & M.’S SIDELINE STEPS 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Fanchon & Marco is opening a 
commercial dancing school in its 
Sunset blvd. studios, to specialize 
in all types of stage and ballroom 
steps. 

Local school will be followed by 
similar enterprises in other key 
centers. 





Varin Booking Vaude 
For Legion Convention 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Fred Varin, of the WVMA office 
here, will book the vaude talent for 
the national convention of ithe 
American Legion, to be held in 
Pasadena in August. 

Between 30 and 40 standard acts 
will be used. 





WEEK-END ADDED DRAW 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Week-end vaude is being given a 
tryout in El Centro and Calexico by 
Fox-West Coast, with shows play- 
ing two nights in the former town 
and one night in Calexico. 


Ruth Varin band headed the 
opening unit, booked by Sidney 
Schallman., 





Vinet’s orchestra playing at the 
Crescent Casino on the Albany- 
Saratoga (N. Y.) Road. Floor show 
with Sally Myers, June McCrea and 
Madge Seeley. 
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ART FRANK 


“Old Man Whoopee”’ 


with 


VIVIEN PETERSON 


Loew’s State, New York. This 
Week (May 19) 
Metropolitan, Bklyn. (May 26) 
Personal Management JOE FLAUM 
MEYER NORTH OFFICE 




















GUFTOR 


STILL WORKING 
“THAT’S WHAT ELMER SEZ” 
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HOPE VERNON 


with WILLIAM DEMAREST 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, This Week (May 19) 


Direction CHAS. YATES 
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STAGE SHOWS’ MILD B.0. 
MAKES SHOWMEN PAUSE 


Minneapolis, May 22, 

With business proving disappoint- 
ing, enthusiasm among Publix and 
RKO officials here for stage shows 
and name acts is waning and may 
jead to an alteration of plans along 

lines. 

Trade drawn by the last two stage 
shows at the Orpheum has been un- 
gatisfactory. Publix officials, figur- 
ing to bring in name acts and some 
shows to the State here, are dis- 

ed to drop such plans after ob- 

Orpheum results. 

eat erehouss has Cab Calloway 
and Thurston, the magician, under- 
jined. While the move to bring in 
stage shows to augment films was 
prompted by the failure of some 
even so-called outstanding pictures 
to stand up at the box ,office re- 
cently, the additional ‘nut’ imposed 
by stage shows puts houses that 
much further in the red if the busi- 
ness isn’t there. 








Mack Raymond Opens Office 
Chicago, May 22. 
Mack Raymond of Blondell and 
Mack has opened a booking agency 
here under the name of Associated 
Amusements of America. 
Several local men will be in the 
office with th: New Yorker. 











RAIN OR SHINE 
HOT OR COLD 
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BOX-OFFICE 





GENE DENNIS 


A REAL PSYCHIC 
NOW RKO KEITH'S 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


MILES INGALLS, REP. 
Curtis & Allen Office 
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Goin’ Big 


Los Angeles, May 322. 

Eight former line girls and 
boys at a local presentation 
house organized into a flash 
act. 

On their first week’s engage- 
ment at a local vaude theatre, 
the act got $175 for the eight 
people. So they went out and 
hired a manager. 


Fox, Detroit, Back in Vaude 
With 5 Acts, N. Y.-Booked 


Detroit, May 22. 

Settlement of the stage hands dif- 
ficulties is sending the Fox back 
into stage shows. The Fox, in re- 
ceivership is managed by Dave 
Idzal, who has arranged with Ben 
Kuchuk to book the house inde- 
pendently. 

First stage show goes into the 
house Friday (26) with a local band 
under the baton of Sam Jack Kauf- 
man, and a five-act vaude support. 

Kuchuk will book from New York. 

The Michigan, which dropped its 
stage shows over musician trouble, 
is still out. 


No Oriental Oakleys 
To Bee and Kay Employes 


Chicago, May 22, 

All Balaban and Katz executives 
and employes must pay cash for 
ducats to attend the Whiteman- 
Pearl-Boswell-Burns & Allen show 
at the Oriental. That applied to the 
opening last Friday (19), and 
throughout the two weeks engage- 
ment, 

Not only that but besides having 
to pay to see their own attraction, 
employes were ‘requested’ to wear 
full dress if attending the opening. 























‘Memory Lane’ as Tab 


Joe Laurie, Jr., has received sev- 
eral offers for his ‘Memory Lane’ 
sketch, which was the closing inter- 
lude in the recent Friars Frolic. 
Turn is figured okay fer the major 
picture houses, bringing in a flock 
o. oldtimers. It was a club sensa- 
tion prior to the public showing. 

One offer, too, concerns filming 
‘Lane’ as a two-reeler. 





Ingenues Lose Props 
Chicago, May 165. 
Ingenues girl band had to buy a 


Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 





Who's who in Saranac! 
Andrew Molony (10 years at the 





cure). Created the part of ‘Smithers’ 
in ‘Emperor Jones,’ was with the 
original company of ‘The Bat’ and 
‘The Spider’. Four years in vaude- 
ville. Originally a newspaper man 
on the New York ‘World’. An all up 


patient and doing well. 

Lillian Ziegler (two years). For- 
merly of the Zeiglers, sensational 
perch act, noted in vaudeville and 
the circus field. An up patient who 
is doing fairly well. 

John Dempsey (two years). I. A. 
T. S. E. boy from the Boston local. 
All up patient who has staged a 
wonderful comeback. 

Ruth Hatch (one year). Was with 
‘Present Arms’ and ‘Connecticut 
Yankee’ companies. A feature with 
the Chester Hale girls and also did 
ballet work in Paris and at the Yid- 
dish theatre with the Kosloff ballet. 
A bed patient, at times only and 
doing well. 

Marya Blake (two years). One of 
the original Blake Sisters, her last 
venture was with ‘Just A Minute’ 
with Joe E. Howard and Murray 
Anderson for three seasons and in 
vaude for four seasons. A little bed 
patient who has staged a wonderful 
comeback. 

Mike McMamee (three years). I. 
A. T. S. E, member from the New 
York local. Strictly a bed patient 
for three years, doing fairly well. 

Jack Nicoll (four years). M. C. 
and dancer of note who saw years 
of service in the musical comedy 
field. New arrival at the lodge and 
under observation. 

Katherine Joines (two months). 
One of the original Elliott Sisters of 
vaudeville and musical comedy. New 
comer, taking the cure okay. 

Joe Reilly (three years). I. A. T. 
S. E. member from the New York 
local, also a veteran of the world’s 
war. Holding his own, but expected 
to leave for the Vet’s hospital in the 
near future. 

Lee LaMar (four years). Well 
known piano player and orchestra 
leader. Has staged a wonderful 
comeback that has enabled her to 
lead her own orchestra here and do 
a little work between curing periods. 

Hyman Marcus (two months). 
Worked in the projection rooms of 


Music Pay Cut Brings 
Shows to Fox, Detroit 


Detroit, May 22. 
The Fox theatre goes back into 


stage shows Friday (26) in a new 
deal with the unions here cutting 
the scale at that house. The Mich- 
igan after much negotiating stays 
straight pictures. This is a con- 
tinuation of policy established when 
the orchestra was called out six 
weeks ago for failure to pay back 
salaries amounting to around $10,- 
000. 

The Michigan deal was called off 
when the union insisted on a new 
contract with a 12-week minimum 
clause. N. M. Platt, division man- 
ager, asked for the continuation 
of the old contract with a scale cut 
but the union refused, ending the 
negotiations. The old contract had 
12 weeks to run, but had a two 
weeks’ cancellation clause. Scale 
offered was $70 weekly against the 
previous $85. 

The Fox theatre returns to stage 
shows under the old contract with 
a new scale of $65 and other con- 
cessions including longer playing 
time and an extra rehearsal. 

Michigan agreed to pay back sal- 
aries due and payment is to be 
made, regardless, immediately. 





165 Jobs on Cruises 


Five ocean liners will sail from 
New York Friday (26) on four and 
five-day cruises over Memorial Day 
next Tuesday (30). All will carry 
professional shows and special or- 
chestras, number of professionals to 
be used totaling 165 persons. 

Boats making the trips: Britan- 
nic, Kosciosko, St. Louis, Columbus 
and Roma. Bermuda is the destina- 
tion of four boats. The Polish liner 
going to Halifax, 





6 ACTS FOR BRIGHTON 


Brighton theatre, 
opens for summer May 26, with pic- 





many New York theatres. Strictly | 
a bed patient who is showing up to 
the cure on the oke side. 





new set of chimes and other para- 
phernalia when arriving her to play 
the Palace. 

Props were trucked in from Cedar 
Rapids, with an accident causing 
the damage. 
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A “Name” act that 


INFLATION—It’s 





MANAGERS AND BOOKERS ATTENTION 


DON’T FAIL TO CAST A VOTE FOR 


at LOEW’S STATE, New York, This Week (May 19) 


THEATRICALLY and SOCIALLY 


| 
, . 
We’re still in the running, and believe in | 


CAMPAIGN MANAGERS: 


LEDDY & SMITH, 226 West 47th St., New York 


Marion Greene (five years). A 
dancer who saw much service in 
vaudeville and musical comedy field, 
Now ozoning at the Alavaista lodge, 
progressing nicely. 

3en Shaffer (five years). Doing 
very well and receiving extra good 
reports. Considered the beau brum- 
mel of the lodge. 


Bernie Sues RKO Under 
Switched-Date Clause 








THOMAS 


ette 


always stands out 


| 1932, 








is suing the RKO} 
Veudeville Exchange for $576, the | 
alleged difference in expenses in- 
curred when his two weeks at the 
Palace, New York, June 18 and 25, 
were switched to Rochester 
and Providence. 

Bernie is proceeding on specific 
clause in all RKO Vaude Exchange 
booking contracts that if a switch in | 
date occurs the booking office will 
defray the difference in cost in- 
curred. Having failed so to do, J. 
T. Abeles is proceeding on behalf 


Ben Bernie 





Two Pianos Now 

















‘Variety’ said:— 





THE DEGUCHIS 


Formerly of the Sensational Kikuta’s 


LOEW'S METROPOLITAN, B’KLYN, This Week (May 19) 


“Opener is the DeGuchis, troupe 
of four Jap acrobats, who mingle 
some swell ground tumbling with in- 
teresting risley work for 4 good 
score.” 


RKO: RUSSELL DECKER; WEBER-SIMON AGENCY ; 
Direction: LEDDY & SMITH aii 


| 
; 
' 


Chic. 











{ime at his home in New Rochelle. 


he 
radio names a try on the stage in 
an effort to find some business solu- | 


Gannon, WCAE tenor, local ethers 
favorite. 

If there’s any b. o. reaction, local} 
ir stars may be able to pick up! 


of the maestro. 











Dunn Personaling at 
Chi, Maybe Other Spots 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Another personal appearance tour 
for James Dunn starts at the Pal- 
ace, Chicago, May 26. He'll do a 
single with a pianist and if the date 
pans out, Cleveland and New York 


RKO spottings will follow. 
Will be away from the Fox lot for 
ix weeks, spending part of that 








Max Jacobson and brother, indie op- 
erators of five theatres around N. Y. 
leased the house, 

Vaude changes three times weekly, 
Tuesday, Friday and Sunday. Harry 
Lorreine booking. 


One Seven-Act Vaude Try at Casita! 
N. Y., $8,000 Budget; Sticks If It Clicks 


York, 
policy 


New will 
try a seven-act vaudeville 
the week of June 9, displacing its 
regular staged presentation bills. If 
it clicks, the policy may stick for 
the summer, at least. 

Opening bill will cost around $8,- 
0600 in salaries, including the line of 
girls which will work as an act, 
and a band on the stage, The bud- 
get, should the policy last, will be 
elastic, but remain moderate unless 
a high salaried name is available. 

On the first bill will be Roscoe 
Ates, Phil Spitalny’s band, the Ches- 
ter Hale girls, Sid Gary, Arnaut 
Bros., Bryant, Green and Young, 
and the Notre Dame Glee club, 
They'll work separately, in regular 
vaude fashion, 

For the past year the Capitol’s 
stage policy has veered away from 
orthodox presentations to variety, 
but gradually. Loew’s former pro- 
duction department, which built a 
unit a week for the circuit, was cut 
down by degrees to a skeleton staff 
serving the Capitol only, while the 
amount of production work in the 
Capitol’s shows lessened. With the 
June 9 bill the change to regulation 
vaude presentment with but slight 
dressing up and mounting will be 
complete, 


Loew's Capitol, 





Roxy, New York 





IND. DIR 


MEYER NORTH 
JOE FLAUM 
BUDDY LEE 





Coney Island, 


tures and vaude policy of six acts. 





‘and RKO 


PHIL BLOOM 














ALWAYS WORKING 


“WHITEY” ROBERTS 


Week of May 12 
Ambassador, St. Louls 


Week of May 19, Tivoli, Chicago 
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Indie’s Air Acts 
Pittsburgh, May 22 
Enright, second-run, split-week 
ise in East Liberty, giving local 


First to get a break is Paul | 





change this summer. 


FLOYD CHRISTY 


IS PRESENTING HIS COMEDY KNOCKABOUT ACT 


“THE REHEARSAL” 


at the ACADEMY OF MUSIC, 


RKO—Harry Romm 


New York (Week May 20) 


LOEW —Harry Pincus 
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DICK POWELL 

Songs, Talk, Instrumental 
13 Mins.; One 

Capitol, N. Y. 

Dick Powell, a former picture 
house m. c. who's now in films 
(Warners), is the exception to the 
film star personal appearance rule, 
under which the audience usually 
gets a peek and little more. For 
Powell, without going back very far 
to his m. c.’ing days, was a stage 
actor before a picture name, and in 
his current week at the Capitol, 
New York, he’s still a good stage 
actor. 

Powell is a young fellow with 
looks, charm and talent. He has 
about everything. He sings well, 
talks well, hoofs a little and plays 
three or four instruments. He's 
legit in everything he does, being 
an extraordinary picture player, in 
that he doesn’t have to fake it or 
kid it or dog it when slumming in 
vaudeville. 

At the Capitol he’s doing a 13- 
minute single and 15 more as 
straight for Joan Blondell. The au- 
dience was a pushover for him all 
the way, and most of the response 
seemed to emanate from the 
femmes. Powell should be as easy 
to book as he is to take on the 
stage. Bige. 


MILES and KOVER REVUE (7) 
Interpretative Dancing 

15 Mins.; Full 

Grand O. H., N. Y. 

Modernistic dancing has never 
been especially suitable to vaude- 
ville tastes. The ordinary vaude 
mob doesn’t understand what the 
various movements are supposed to 
mean and doesn’t feel like puzzling 
it out. This group is even less ac- 
ceptable than Von Grona and some 
of the others, but not as good. 

The five girls seem to have learned 
their lessons well and go through 
all their movements correctly. But 
they also seem to be watching a 
blackboard all the time, and can 
almost be heard to mentally count 
‘one-two-three-four’ as their hands 
turn one way or another. They’re 
too self-conscious and too mechan- 
jcal. Interpretative dancing is good 
only when free and unforced. 

Miles and Kover are presumably 
the man and woman soloists. They're 
a capable team. The girl is pliable 
and active, the man completely ac- 
ceptable except that he gives some- 
what the appearance of over-acting. 
Their jazz number is well thought 
out and interesting, though too-dull 
for ordinary vaude taste. Last 
number is a peach. Kauf. 


BOB ROLTNER 
Songs, Impersonations 





23 Mins.; One 

G.O.H. 

An act of impersonations of 
screen and stage stars, done 
through monolog and talk. Well 


enough executed to warrant No. 2 
spots, at least, in intermediate 
houses. 

What strikes best aside from a 
couple of the impressions, notably 
of Durante and Groucho Marx, is 
the material Roltner uses, but try 
for laughs in the dual impression of 
Greta Garbo and Bert Lahr is not 
so successful. 

Changing from wig as Garbo to 
cop’s hat for Lahr, Roltner gets 
wig mixed up in hopes of being 
comical. As Lahr he does the cop 
stuff Lahr used to do in vaude with 
Mercedes. Char. 


HACKETT and CARTHAY (3) 
Dane Flash 

14 Mins.; Full (Special) 

State, N. Y. 

Jeannette Hacket, Dan Carthay 
and a singer in a nice dance act. 
Pretty much the same turn Miss 
Hackett has been doing for a long 
time, featuring and climaxing in 
the roll down a flight of stairs. It’s 
a bit more restrained than in the 
past, nicely handled, staged and 
routined. 

Only fault lies in the special 
lyrics, which are none too well 
written. They’re too obvious, but 
ought to be easy to fix. 

Deuced here, but worthy of a 
better spot. Kavuf. 





BROOKINS and VAN 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
18 Mins.; One 

G. oO. H., N. Ve 

Colored team, of which one (prob- 
ably Van) looks familiar. Without 
making much effort, combination 
succeeds in unloading a very good 
little turn of its kind. Now and 
then it reminds of the work of other 
colored performers in some respects, 
notably Buck and Bubbles, Bill Rob- 
inson and Glenn and Jenkins. It’s 
got what it takes to satisfy the 
masses. 

Men alternate at the piano, but 
one who shoulders the bulk of the 
comedy merely clowns at that post 
while partner is doing a song solo. 
Talk mostly figures at the opening, 
with act getting under way strong 
at the outset. 

Couple dance singles, by come- 
dian, need have no fear of scoring 
anywhere. One closes team’s efforts 
and smacks very potently of Bill 
Robinson, but includes no wer, sy 

ar. 





‘RUSSIANA)’ (6) 
Flash 


s 
11 Mins.; Full (Special) 
G. O. H., N. Y. 

Just another Russian flash, staged 
in the usual manner and including 
the usal song and dance material. 
That takes in all the hock danc- 
ing, pirouetting and other hoofery 
of Muscovite flavor well known to 
vaude. Not expected to more than 
about get by in the ‘B’ combination 
theatres. 

A prima donna carried. Hers is a 
clear and impressive voice, but set 
as she is in a flash that has little 
more than a good single acrobatic 
dance to recommend, prima is at a 
disadvantage. Poor and clumsy 
routining of numbers also figures 
against the act. 

It'll be novel when some producer 
of Russian flashes forgets the 
habitual noise whoopee of peasantry 
for the finale as builder-upper for 
whirlwind dancing. Producer of 
this one remembered too we 

‘har. 


BUD GILBERT REVUE (3) 
Dancing 

8 Mins.; Cull (Special) 
Downtown, Los Angeles 

Mild dance revue. Gilbert and 
Aileen Schofield are paired for sev- 
eral numbers, including a graceful 
ballroom waltz and a hot jazz fin- 
ish. In between, a blonde billed as 
Lady Cynthia gets acrass some 
corkscrew acrobatics and*contortion 
work that teases a hand. 

Costumes fresh and pleasing, and 
draped set makes a class back- 
ground. Team could use some 
flashier footwork and improve the 
act from nice to socko. Leny. 





NUTS TO YOU 


(VAUDE REVUE) 
Chicago, May 20. 

William Morris special touring unit 
headed by Paul Whiteman Orchestra, Jack 
Pearl and Cliff Hall, Boswell Sisters, with 
fourth headliner, Burns and Allen ‘added 
for Chicago engagement at Oriental: $1.65 
top. Paul Whiteman, Ramona, Goldie, 4 
Rythm Boys, Peggy Healy, Sunny O'Dea, 
Bobby Bixley, George Henri, Jack Pearl, 
Burns and Allen, Boswell Sisters, Jack 
Fulton, Cliff Hall, Evans Ballet. 





‘Nuts to You’ changed its char- 
acter considerably when arriving at 
the Oriental, Chicago, to inaugurate 
a two-a-day unit vaudeville policy 
that is expected to be continued 
after the present booking. In the 
first place it acquired that title. On 
the road and minus Burns and 
Allen, it was sold es a combination 
of stellar names without any des- 
ignation. For Chicago the tag was 
added to strengthen the impression 
of a musical revue. 

Unit made money on the road 
and should do okay for two weeks 
at the Oriental. Superiority of its 
talent overshadows the undeniable 
skimpiness of its production, and, 
while in a sense it’s a wearer-outer 
kind of entertainment, too much of 
the same thing, the probabilities 
are that the average layman will 
not mind the flaws. 

Division of opinion will be im- 
mediately heard regarding’ the 
Christmas tree trimmings added by 
the Balaban & Katz production de- 


partment. This is a question of 
what the Evans’ Ballet meant. 
Headliners didn’t want a chorus 


party because everything added to 
Bé&K's overhead cuts in on the 


sharing terms. Fear of a slowing 
down of tempo was also expressed. 


Evans Ballet can be complimented 
without equivocal intent as a good 
picture house group that doesn’t 
meet the more exacting pictorial 
standards of musical revue. That 
fan-waving tableau behind the 
Whiteman orchestra was a slice of 
salami off an old loaf. It was so 
typically Balaban & Katz that it 
intensified what is unquestionably 
the one thing ‘Nuts to You,’ or any 
similar entertainment must seek to 
eradicate. Namely, the impression 
that these shows are simply bigger 
and more extended picture house 
presentations without pictures. 

Production is practically nil. A 
scrim and a couple of house drops 
for comedy scenes. Indeed, it is 
reported that there was criticism 
on the road that the scenic ele- 
ment was so neglected. In conse- 
quence, while Whiteman’s orches- 
tra listened as fine as ever, it didn’t 
look as good for lack of a more 
opulent Whiteman setting. Band 
was on the stage throughout, play- 
ing behind the drapes on various 
occasions when those out in ‘one’ 
needed music. As the house was 
required to have 14 musicians, 
Whiteman smartly selected fiddles 
and augmented his own orchestra. 


Whiteman opens the show and 
his various orchestral and specialty 
numbers, all excellent, were a 
tower of strength, variety, and 
color throughout the performance. 
He officiates with becoming sim- 
plicity as ringmaster of the show. 
His proteges, Ramona, Jack Fulton, 
Peggy Healy, Goldie, Roy Bargy, 





Mike Pingatore, gave their usual 





believably ancient or threadbare, 
but it did not matter. Pearl and Hall 
could win with a milking contest 
at a county fair, 


After an extended session in ‘one’ 
Pearl, Hall and Georges Henri did 
that venerable skit, ‘The Inter- 
preter’ in something like 20 min- 
utes flat. Pearl was ever a gen- 
erous comedian in his labors, and 
brevity is an art he doesn’t culti- 
vate. In Act 2 he revived the 
lemon bit and again ran to great 
length but tempestuous merriment 
withal, With masterly acumen 
Pearl gets the ultimate final giggle 
out of any and all situations and 
he leaves his audience limp from 
exhaustion. Other comedians would 
like to suffer from the same in- 
dictment. 

To their velvety harmonizing the 
Boswell Sisters have added com- 
edy. Martha at the piano tells two 
gags. She tells them very badly 
but therein reposes the humor. But 
because she detours so frequently 
in getting to the point one of the 
stories would be sufficient for the 
purpose of getting the novelty and 
cuteness across where the repeat 
becomes a tax on the nervous sys- 
tem. 

Gowned in at least $500 worth 
of satin and lace, Gracie Allen was 
both a beauty and a comedienne 
at the same time, and that without 
further comment should make any 
actress happy. Burns and Allen, 
however, provided themselves with 
special chatter as well as deluxe 
fabrics for the important Oriental 
engagement. Their classy efforts 
before the drapes were delightful. 

Sunny O’Dea, a dancer with a 
carload of personality, has a wow 
tap routine that made her a solid 
hit, but she was badly advised to 
repeat later in the same costume 
and the same dance. Another load 
of bewitching grin is carried by a 
boy dancer of unusual style, Bobby 
Bixler. His relaxed, easy, poised 
manner is a pleasure in itself. Miss 
O’Dea and Bixler separately should 
do okay. 

Couthoui’s is reported taking 300 
seats nightly for ‘Nuts to You’ and 
the prospects for two profitable 
weeks are encouraging. Ben Bloom- 
field is managing the house, Lou 
Epstein the company for William 
Morris, Gertrude Bromberg is con- 
tacting the press. Balaban & Katz 
is in the background but self-ef- 
facing as part of the idea to de- 
tach the house from its cinematic 
history and persuade John Public 
it’s really musical comedy. 

Undoubtedly many valuable les- 
sons will be learned from the two 
weeks of ‘Nuts to You’ to the fu- 
ture benefit of any further vaude 
units that come in. Incidentally, as 
a postscript, Equity is not assert- 
ing any jurisdiction. Land. 


GRAND O. H., N. Y. 


There’s one thing to say about 
the good old Grand Opera House: 
you never know what to expect. 


This week the big flash turns out 
to be interpretative dancing. It’s 
very interpretative and very modern 
and, from the standpoint of the 
Chelsea mob, very astonishing. 

But they were in a generous mood 
Saturday afternoon. The first num- 
ber, they figured, might have been a 
gag. They were astonished at the 
second number, and there were a 
couple mild snickers here and there. 
But the third number fooled ’em 
completely. Five gals marched out 
with no more clothes on than that; 
so the lads sat back and watched 
and forgot about what was going 
on, 

Anyway, it was the last act on a 
very big bill, and the lads may have 
been tired. There are two feature- 
length films this week, ‘The Elev- 
enth Commandment’ (Ind) and 
‘Hallelujah, I’m a Bum’ (UA); a 
short, a newsreel, and four acts. 
Not much business, either, which is 
not so good because at the two-bit 
take this house has to pack ’em in. 

The Trojans are the first act. Not 
in the files, but they must have been 
around a long time. Seven Arabs 
in a tumbling and pyramid affair. 
Along usual lines, but okay. 

King and Burnett deuced. They're 
a duet of girls that can go far. Two 
tallish slender girls, handsomely 
gowned and in high yellow makeup 
for straight singing. Both have nice 
voices and know how to sell their 
numbers. They need a better col- 
lection of songs and just a bit more 
pep, which ought to be easy, and 
they can hit the high spots. They 
stopped the show here and were 
easily the best act on the bill. 

Dave Mallen and Co. is number 
three. Mallen is doing Bert Wheel- 
er’s old vaude act, and badly. He 
has a boy and girl with him and 
they plough through more than 10 
minutes of Wheeler’s stuff line for 
line, without getting even a smile. 
The first bit of entertainment that 
comes out is towards the end, when 
the girl goes into a fast dance. 
She’s a good dancer, even if she 
doesn’t know how to feed lines. 

And that over, comes the Miles 
and Kover Revue (New Acts), 
which is seven people in that inter- 
pretative business. They’re not 
bad, either, but in the wrong pew. 

Kauf. 





of five acts with both of them of 
the ballet school. One is comedy 
and the other a flash, but it does 
not make for variety on the lim- 
ited program. It might get over 
with a longer list of turns, but not 
when the time limit’s down to a 
flat 60 minutes. The flash is a 
last-minute addition to replace the 
band number still carried on the 
printed program, but there should 
be a sufficient number of idle acts 
within yelling distance of the book- 
er to avoid practical duplication. 
Not only hurts the show, but it 
crabs the closing act, coming on 
with only a comedy turn in be- 
tween. 

Opener is Loyal’s Stallions, sup- 
posed to be a surprise, with the 
stallions really poodles with head 
masks, but it’s been an open secret 
for a long time and no surprise ex- 
cept to the very occasional stran- 
ger. It’s a good pup act, with the 
pooches helping the effect with 
their evident lack of fear of the 
trainer, though they mind well. 
Something must have been wrong 
at the second show opening day, 
for Mrs. Loyal was muttering all 
the time she was on the stage, 
though not to the audience. It 
didn’t help any. 

Jerome Mann spotted second, 
opening with an apparently original 
song about ‘The Choo-Choo Headed 
for Better Times’ or something like 
that. It’s only purpose is to make 
his other stuff sound better when 
he gets into the radio imitations. 
He does nicely with the voices and 
to a degree with the facial imita- 
tions, and he doesn’t use enough of 
any one act to come under the sus- 
picion of borrowing material in 
the guise of an imitation, and that 
was to his credit. He got off to a 
good hand a couple of times and 
came back for bows without cheat- 
ing. In New Acts. 

Loew, Bernoff and Wensley in 
the midsection came close to being 
the moppers-up. The crowd did 
not seem to get the big idea at first, 
but the repeated mishaps in the 
adagio work soon gave them the 
tumble, and several of the bits got 
a small hand, and there was a big 
one for the final trick, with several 
callbacks. They are working more 
smoothly than they were six months 
ago, and it rates a good act for 
any body’s theatre. 

Clifford and Marion offer very lit- 
tle change in their turn. They got 
it going right and keep hands off, 
though there are some jokes, mostly 
blue, which might advantageously 
be replaced. The woman is an odd 
combination of the late Eddie Foy 
and ZaSu Pitts, with Leon Erroll’s 
legs, and with better material to 
work with she could wow them. 
The man wisely contents himself 
with feeding, except for a song dur- 
ing a costume change. The finish, 
in which she reveals herself in her 
proper person, is an effective touch 
to gain added bows. Next to clos- 
ing might be dangerous spotting in 
some houses, but they get over 
here. 

Closer is Sammy Krevoff in his 
ballet dancing, backgrounded by 
four girls who were picked more 
for their feet than their faces. 
Still using the imitations of fa- 
mous dancers for the girls, but he’s 
still the star of the act with some 
unusually good ballet work, and 
later a fair Russian section with- 
out the hock steps, and gaining 
from the lack. Hurt by the earlier 
hit of the adagioists, but able to 
collect applause. 

Film section offers ‘Story of Tem- 
ple Drake’ (Par), a 7 .mbs’ short, 
‘The Poor Fish’; a Bali travelog 
and Pathe news. There’s a very 
brief overture to fill out to five 
minutes short of three hours. Busi- 
ness light on a sunny Saturday. 

Chic. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 18. 

Prof. Lamberti’s xylophony an- 
tics top this week’s bill, closely fol- 
lowed by the Will and Gladys 
Ahearn rope twirling and hoofing. 
Other three acts balance the fare 
with straight singing, acrobatics 
and dancing. 

Lamberti’s clowning is strong 
enough to keep him on for several 
class selections. The Ahearn turn 
has changed little, except to add a 
couple none too clean gags. Miss 
Ahearn’s Mex terp work clix as 
usual. Roping is still good for sub- 
stantial hands. 

Bud Gilbert Revue (New Acts), 
which gets across acceptably, opens. 
The deucer is White and Noir, good 
vet vaude singers who waste a lot 
of effort in the man’s attempted 
comedy and his partner’s assumed 
kittenish pose. 

Lester and Irwin, acrobats of 
contrasting sizes, close with okay 
control hand-to-hand work, wind- 
ing up with a swell sideways pullup. 

Business almost capacity down- 
stairs first show. Feature is ‘Work- 
ing Man’ (WB). Leny. 





Block’s Chore Done 
Hollywood, May 22. 
Having finished ‘Prelude to Love’ 
for Ann Harding, Ralph Block 
went off the Radio payroll. 


niversary as a continuous Variety 
stand, with nothing 
the way of celebrations Visible, 
This is due to John Southern’, 
fortnight’s absence, through illness, 

Program has entertainment value, 
although nothing outstanding. Only 
troubles are the two bands—pit 
and stage—both not up to West 
End standard, especially the stage 
band. Southern has given them 
two weeks’ notice and is looking 
around for something else. 

Fisher's Pavilion Beauties are 
still here, having outstayed most 
of the aggregations, and make an 
effective opener. Girls are really 
a bunch of fair lookers. 

Les Athenas, French posing acro- 
bats, give show slow start, with 
Dudley Dale and His Gang, who 
follow, lifting it out of the rut, 
Dale has personality, opening act 
with a few comedy cartoons, some 
singing by the Gang, four kids, and 
concluding with long boot dance a 
la the late Little Tich. 

Donald Peers, newcomer to the 
West-End, bubbles over with per- 
sonality, and can croon with the 
best of them. Boy will make a 
name for himself before long, and 
looks like legitimate successor te 
Randolph Sutton. Arthur Prince, 
replete with dummy and man and 
woman, puts over a lot of chatter 
about liquor and New York, with 
most of it falling on deaf ears. 

Noni .and Partner, in musical 
clown offering as created by Grock, 
still gets his quota of laughs, prob- 
ably due to fact he has been out 
of England for a long while. Noni’s 
partner is about the worst he has 
had in years and lets the act down 
badly, 

Second part of show is devoted 
to the cabaret section, and the re- 
turn of Naunton Wayne as com- 
pere. Wayne still has the most 
suave personality of them all, and 
now that he has taken up filming, 
the West-End has lost the best 
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Lilian Gunns, a newcomer, has a 
nice sense of comedy, with mostly 
specially written numbers. Trouble 
is that she tries to emulate Lily 
Morris’ mannerisms instead of de- 
veloping her own. Sidell Sisters, 
assisted by Daphne Lloyd, do one 
number, their Apache, and, inci- 
dently, their best. The Lloyd girl 
is brought in for no reason, as there 


is no fill-in necessary. Act is get- 
ting big money, 
Russell, Marconi’ and Jerry, 


making first appearance here were 
the hit of the bill. Vine, More and 
Nevard, three warblers at the pi- 
ano, are new outfit, with cleverly 
written numbers. Fger. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


To the 14th streeters, who knew 
the boy when, the manner and roue 
tine with which Georgie Price 
greeted them at the first Saturday 
matinee seemed much too uptown- 
ish. Down here they like their old 
faves their simple own selves. And 
so when Price came out with that 
personal appearance air and talked 
about his career on the radio and 
apologized for not looking like the 
big stalwart, handsome guy his air 
personality must have pictured to 
them, they just looked around at 
one another and wondered what it 
was all about. 

Mild was the reception they gave 
his opening patter and song, and 
mild was their general attitude un- 
til the fellow dropped the personal 


appearance manner and, slipping 
out of the awkwardly assumed 
character, got down to cases and 


gave them what he was booked in 
for. Price went into the old mimic 
routine and fed them a couple tunes 
with the old hoke vigor and syne 
thesized picked - from - here - and - 
there style and everything again 
was hotsy-totsy. When forced back 
for a bow Price made another inept 
speech in which he told the custome 
ers his time had been limited to 80 
many minutes, and with five shows 
to do, the management wanted @& 
quick turnover of customers. The 
house at the time was about 50% 
filled. 

Otherwise it was one of those 
typical Academy bills. This week 
the show has four women, and only 
one of them of caucasian hue, 
against 20 men. ‘The Case of Tem- 
ple Drake’ (Par) heads the screen 
offerings. 

Togo in his slide from the balcony 
and a pretty Jap lass in some nifty 
stepping started the stage excite- 
ment and garnered heftily on the 
send off. For the next dish there 
was Floyd Christy and Jack Whit- 
ney in a comedy acrobatic routine 
and collecting frequently for their 
strenuous efforts. Act could stand 
lots of snappier framing in general 
as far as the hoke acrobatics are 
concerned, while Christy could cull 
from somewhere a few more gags 
of less ancient vintage. 

Lee, Porte and Dotty, who fol- 
lowed, showered them with more 
hoke of the bang-’em-up level, res~ 
istering strong at the _ start but 
mildly on the farewell. Lots of 
comic possibilities in Pinky Lee and 
a lad likely to be heard from when 
and if he gets into his right metier 
and gets the mzterial accoutrement 
that it takes. His straight is okay, 
and makes a fitting contrast to the 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (May 25) 
THIS WEEK (May 18) 


Numerals In connection with bilis below inc.cate opening aay ot 
show, whether ful! or split week 











RKO 








yew YORK CITY ; George Beatty 
Palace (27) (19) 
pritt Wood 4 Queens 
mond Boys — os é L 
fill) ames arton 
_— (20) Stuart & Lash 
Alt. Loyal’s Dogs Vv & B Epsen 
Jerome Mann Ingenues 
Lowe, Bernoft & W DAVENPORT 
Clifford & Maree om trea oa 
Samm voft Co 8 a > 
Pa Thurston 





adem 
“Ist halt (27-30) 2nd half (22-23) 
@ 


Samuels Bros Rev 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (26) 

3 St. John Bros 

May Joyce Co 

Cookie Bowers 

Larry Rich Co 

Irene Vermillion Co 
NEWARK 
State (26) 

Connie’s Rev 

PALISADES PARK 
Loew's (27) 

Janet May 





(To fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Loew’s (26) 
Carr Bros & B 
Zingoni 
Radio Rubes 
Sid Marion Co 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (26) 
George Prentice 
Aunt Jemima 
Herb Williams 
(Two to fill) 
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LOEW’S METROPOLITAN 


| THIS WEEK 


THE DEBUCHIS 
‘Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 























Cab Calloway Bd 

DES MOINES 
Keith's 

Ist half (27-30) 

Bill Robinson Rev 


Joe Wong 

Walter Powell Or 
(Three to fill) 
-2nd half (31-2) 
Paddy Cliff Orch 


(To fill) Rivoli 

Qnd half (24-26) Ist half (20-23) 
Crystal 3 4 Ortons 

Joe Termini Francis & Lloyd 
Frances. Langford | pon Lee & Trudina 


Mills, Gold & Ray 
Bob Larri Orch 
- BROOKLYN 
Albee (27) 
Horace Heidt Orch 
Joan Blondell 


Rae & Harrison 
Great Huber 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (21 only) 
Cab Calloway Bd 


, fll NEWARK 
a so State (26) 
Horace Heidt Orch | Don aa Rev 


Walter Walters 
4 Flash Devils 
Lobo Jr 

Nell Kelly 


Prospect 

Ist half (27-30) 
Carl Freed Unit 
nd half (24-26) 
Jack Hedley Co 
Paddy Cliff Co 
Marjorie Hines 
Johnny Woods 


4 Trojans 
Sugar Cane 
Paula tone Co 
Heller & Riley 
Irene Vermillion Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (25) 
Szita & Anis 
Jack Pepper Co 
Ann Seymour 
Roscoe Ates Co 


Lee Twins Co Chug Yee Wah Tr 
ALBANY (18) 
Palace Grace Edler Co 
Ist half (27-30) Vox & Walters 
Marie & Pals Carl Shaw Co 
Bellit & Lamb Gus Van 
Demarest & Sibley | Mangean Int 
Isham Jones Orch OMAHA 
(One to fill) Keith’s (27-28) 
2nd half (81-2) Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Pastine & Clair PROVIDENCE 
Ed Foy & V Marsh Albee (27) 


Canine Actors 

El Cota 

Billy & Elsa Newell 

A Friedland’s Rev 
(20) 

Homer Romaine 

J & J McKenna 

Neville Fleeson Co 

Chas Melson & T 


Ralph Kirberry 
Great Lester 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Robbins Fam 
Robbins Sis 
Morton Downey 
Harry Savoy Co 
Mazzone & Keane 


ROSTON Roxy Theatre Ens 
Keith's (26) SIOUX CITY 
Bob Ripa Keith’s 
Margot & Robbin 2nd half (31-2) 
Bob Hope Bill Robinson Rev 


ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (20) 
Bill Robinson Rev 


Raymond Baird 
Gomez Winona 
PF & J Hubert 


(19) SYRACUSE 
Arthur Petley Co Keith's (26) 
Honey Boys : Street Singer 


Johnny Perkins (Others to fill) 


Friedland’s Rev TORONTO 
CEDAR RAPIDS Hippodrome (26) 
Keith’s Seiler & Wills Co 
2nd half (31-2) Medley & Dupree 
Thurston Nick Lucas 


Watson Sis 

Honev Fam 
TRENTON 

Capitol 
Ist half (20-23) 

Sensational Vardells 

Collette Lyons 

Johnny Woods 

Lee 2 Co 


2nd half (24-26) 
Cab Calloway Bad 
CHICAGO 
Palace (26) 

Mangean Int 

Vox & Walters 
Venita Goula 
James Dunn 
Adler & Bradford 
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1560 Broadway 
This Week: Madeline Hodge; Chas. MeDonald 
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MEW YORK crry (One to fill) 
ol (26) ce 
corer tey | RRDOKLN 
i ere Ist half (27-30) 
Buck & Bubble 6 Buccaneers 
taal Richardson & DeL 
‘ Boulevard Ray & Harrison 
st half (26-29) Brems, Fitz Co 
re & Martin Stanley & Harris 2 
nna Chandler Ist half (31-2) 
ank Dobson Co Martin & Martin 


d Page 
Whiteside, A @ RB 
2nd half (30-1) 
uccaneers 
Bert Walton 

arie Paris R 
(Two to fill) = 


Orpheum 
Ist half (26-29) 
3 Vardell Rros 


Bigelow & Lee 
Frank Dobson Co 
Milton Douglas 
Aguinaldo Ens 


Metropolitan (26) 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Stratford & Mayb'y 
Stoopnagel & Budd 
Art Frank 

(One to fill) 


Millara & Marlin Valencia (26) 
cian nade Hale Girls 
A ss, Irving & R D & E Barstow 
fuinaldo Ens Dick Powell 


5 
«nd half (30-1) Owen McGivney 


eg King Co Milton Berle 

b ort & Dotty BALTIMORE 
red Reynolds Co Century (26) 
Ral er Allen Whoonee 

aPh Cooper Orch BOSTON 

Paradise (26) Orpheum (26) 


2€0rge Jesse] Rhapsody in Silk 


Koy, Hamilton Johnny Hyman 
9 Calif Noyes & I. | Frances White 
Ringe Read Heads| Harry Burns Co 
aul Remos Co Chaney & Fox 
ster dtate (26) JERSEY CITY 
To. * Loew's (26) 
Aileen Preisser Grubers Oddities 
een Stanle y Shaver Co 
-enny Rubin Harry Seamon (< 








on Bestor Orch Bob Murphy 





ELIZABETH 


Ritz 
Ist half (19-22) 
Justa Good 4 


Joe May & Dotty 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Willie Solar 
Babe Egan 
2nd half (23-25) 
‘Broadway Night’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (26) 
Ann Greenway 
Lewis & Moore 
Vie Oliver 
(One to fill) 
(19) 





4 Renard Girls 
Don Zelaya 
Bert Gordon 
Living Jewelry 
Diamonds 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 
Ben Dova 
Hall & Dennison 
Chester Fredericks 
Welcome Lewis 
Kalvin Keech 
(19) 
12 Aristocrats 
Forsythe; S & F 
Nancy Garner 
Walter Powell Or 





Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (26) 
Donald Novis 
5 Elgins 
King Bros & C 
Renoff & Renova 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (26) 
Mullen Sis 
Molasses & January 
Barney Grant 
Vivian Fay 
teo Dormonde 
ATLANTA 
Fox (26) 
Zelda Santley 
Monroe Bros 
Billy & Babs 
Carrs 
BOSTON 
Boston (26) 
iregory Co 
Zelaya 
The Lee Gails 
Waeston & Ellis 
Casting Campbells 
Pursell & John 
Metropolitan (26) 
Willie West & M 
Jay Mills 
2 Daveys 


Geo Givot 

Geraldine 

Costello & Lee 

38 Burns Sis 

Margie Green 

3 X Sis 
INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyric (26) 

Mills Shea 

Benny Ross 

Gregory & Raymon 
Eddie Stanley 
Art Ward 


LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (26) 
Al Belasco 
Lucille Page 
Herrell & Fawcett 
Hal Menken 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (26) 
Ted Claire 
Red Donahue 
Arren & Broderick 
9-10-J & Q 
yeo Andre 4 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (26) 
Ingenues 





(To fill) 





LONDON 





Week of May 22 


Canterbury, M. H. 
Ist half (22-24) 
Co as booked 
2nd half (25-27) 
Sammy Shields 
Co as booked 


Dominion 
David & Evans 
Mastersingers 

Kit Kat Rest 
Max Wall 
Co as booked 

Palladium 
Crazy Show 

BRIXTON 

Astoria 
Morris & Cowley 
Diana Clare 
Van Dock 
EDGEWARE RD. 

Grand 
Younkman Bad 
FINSBURY PK. 
Astoria 
Morris & Cowley 
Diana Clare 
Van Dock 
Empire 


Touring Crazy Show 


HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Krakajax 
Loraine Ba 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (22-24) 
Sammy Shields 
Co as booked 
2d half (25-27) 


Mounsey & Clark 
Co as booked 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Younkman Bd 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Alfredo Orch 
LEYTON 
Savoy 
Mexano Bd 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Kelly & Grundy 
Co as booked 
OLD KENT RD. 
Astoria 
3 Aberdonians 
Dan Lipton 3 
Keyes & O'List 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Krakajax 
Loraine Bd 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Mexano Bd 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Dan Lipton 3 
3 Aberdonians 
Palace 
Parsons Bd 
SUTTON 
County Cinema 
Parsons Ba 
WOOLWICH 





Hippodrome 
Kelly & Grundy 





Provincial 





Week of May 22 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 
Layton & Johnstone 

Co as booked 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
Gertie 

G H Elliott 

Beryl Beresford 
Ted Ray 

Joy Dean & D Ross 
8 Dainty Maids 
Eileen Audrey 


The Bells 
Percy Val 
DUBLIN 
Capitol 
Vera Deons 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Linga Singh Co 
Christiane & Dur 
Lassiter Bros 
Peter Fannan 
HULL 
Palace 
The Saucy Nineties 
Moran & Elof 
Rex Rodgers 








Wilma & Banks 
Jill Hoff 
Elsie Sterndale 
Beautiful Angels 
Ford & Aldous 
Alec Hardy 
Moss-Vernon Co 
Can-Can Dancers 
LEEDS 
Paramount 
4 Musketeers 
Raie da Costa 
Tom Handley 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Anna Neayle 
Scott Courtney 


Plaza-Tiller Gls 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
F Leer 
R Amy 
PORTSMOUTH 
Hippodrome 


Picture Theatres | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (19) 
Emil Boreo 
James Melton 

3 Calif Redheads 
Gomez & Winona 
Gloria Gilbert 
Jules Lande 

3 Swifts 

Weber & Winters 
Roberts Bros, 
‘Girl in 419° 


RKO Roxy (19) 


Harriet Hoctor 
Hal Sherman 
‘Hold Me Tight’ 


Roxy (19) 
George Givot 

G & J Dormonde 
4 Mullen Sis 
Vivian Fay 
Barney Grant 
Dave Schooler 





‘Cheating Blondes’ 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (19) 
Vaughn De Leath 
Tommy Monohan 

Flo Lewis 
Nash & Fately 
6 Hussars 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (19) 
Mosconi Bros 
Little Jack Little 
‘Eagle & Hawk’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Keith’s (19) 
Senator Murphy 
‘Cheating Blondes’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fays (19) 
Duncan Sis 
Dalton & Craig 
Wilbur Trio 
Marie Palmer 
‘Big Cage’ 








Cabarets | 





Biarritz 
Mary Alice Rice 
Sonny Throwbridge 
4 Admirals 
Pancho’s Ore 


Biltmore Hotel 


Harold Stern Orch 
Ann Greenway 


Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Orch 


Carleton Club 


Irene Bordoni 
Fitzgibbons 
Emil Coleman Orc 


Chateau Internat’ 
Joe Moss Orch 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 


Club Mayfair 


Millard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 
Margie Landy 
Madlyn Moore 
Beth Cannon 

Lee 

Al Crawford Orch 
§$ Mayfair Beauties 


Connie's Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Cotton Clab 


Ethel Waters 

G D Washington 
Henri Wessei 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Elmer Turner 

4 Flash Devils 
Necodemus 
Alma Smith 
Little Bits 
Bobby Sawyer 
Jimmie Baskette 
Norman Astwood 
Duke Ellington Or 


Club Lido 


Tom Manahan Orch 
Van Sisters 

Gracie Woods 
McCarthy & Payton 


Club Richman 


Jerry Freedman Or 
Al B White 

Gilda Gray 
Francis Faye 


El Chico’s 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


Embassy Club 


Helen Morgan 
Jane Vance 
Alice Fay 
Henry King Orch 
joday’s Bd 
Gypsy Trail 
Baroness Erzsi 
Lovis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 
Ha-Ha Club 
Dan Healy 
Jack White 
Roth-Andrews Or 
Lillian Fitzgerald 


H’lyw’d R’staurant 


Collette Sis 
Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 














Hilton Sis 
‘ a I ked } 
“eUTHAMPTON 

Talbct O'Fart 
Co as booked 


Cc 


ce | 


} } F 
rel] } 


Blackhawk 
Ruth Pryor 
Diana & DeMar 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Bismarck 


Bobby Meeker Or 
Ruth Pryor 
Kerenoft 
Doris Lenihan 
Vaughn Sis 

Blue Grotto 
Tina Tweedie 
Marjorie Tate 
Marge & Marie 
Honey Sis 

Cafe DeAlex 
Alfredo & Dolores 
Marie de la Vega 
Leola Ackman 
Enrico Clausi 
Dennis O'Neil 
E Hoffman Orch 

Chez Paree 


Harry Richman 


NEW YORK CITY 


Marquerite & Leroy 
Ted Lewis Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orcb 
Hotel Montclair 
Charley Eckels Or 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Johnny Johnson Cr 


Marden’s Riviera 


Joey Ray 

3 Ritz Bros 
Dario & Diane 
Martha Raye 
Art Coogan Orch 
Frances Hunt 


Monte Carle 


Stan Meyer’s Orch 
BBB 

Beth Chalis 
Sanford Rev 
Loretta Sayres 
Jones & Linton 

3 Nightingales 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Great Maurice 


Nut Club 
Joe Haymes Orcb 
Paradise 
N T G Rev 


Cantor’s Beauts 
Abe Lyman Orch 


Park Central Hote} 


Bert Lown 
Rachel Carlez 
4 Sizzlers 
Vernia Burke 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
E Madreguera Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 

Royal Box 


Gloria Grofton 
Alice Fay 
Ruth Denning 
Louise Lynch 
Jane Vance 





Vaude House Reviews 








ACADEMY, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 40) 


Lee manner and personality, while 
girl in the act has enough looks to 
ease things for the eye. 

For the final pat to the bill came 
the Sam Wooding dance combo, 
augmented by five specialty work- 
ers. Wooding’s is a colored unit 
that’s been playing the less expen- 
sive taxi emporiums, and their brand 
of Harlemesque syncopation went 
well with the 14th street attendees. 
Even Wooding’s attempt with Ger- 
shwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ Dance 
specialists with him consisted of a 
damsel that swings them around 
and from the hips, and a young cou- 
ple who mix the latest fashions of 
the dusky ballroom belt in whirl- 
wind fashion. Girl who carries the 
act’s warbling load ground out her 
Harlem laments loudly enough and 
also scored acceptably. Odec. 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, May 19. 

Press and patrons don’t know it, 
but the current Imperial bill is the 
swan song of presentations in this 
city. Knevels deluxer, ace house 
in FP’s trans-Canada chain, goes 
vaude starting next week. Policy 
will be five RKO‘acts under super- 
vision of Bill Howard, with local 
house’ suggesting. It’s the first 
time presentations have been out 
since FP-Can took over this old 
Pan stand four years ago. Local 
line has. been dropped, but full 
house band is being kept on. Pit 
boys are still a draw here. 

Future Imperial policy will cater 
to the local preference for names. 
Nick Lucas and the Watson Sisters, 
latter a home-town pair, will bat- 
tle for marquee honors next week. 


Week after comes Will Mahoney. 
With Shea’s Hipp. former vaude 
house, going double feature, Im- 


perial becomes solo stage spot 


Prez cancellation goes out in a 
blaze of glory. The comical George 


Beatty is the first show-stopper 
seen here in some time. Peggy 
Taylor and Gary Leon and Co., 


adagio quartet of one girl and three 
men, are close behind on audience 
reception. Traveler puts on a side- 
board idea with 12-girl line emerg- 
ing from fruit bowls. Ballet in pink 
scanties does a _ hot-cha routine 
with Berry Bros., colored hoofers, 
filling the deuce spot in one, bit 
stressing acrobatic hoofing.  Bellit 





Ben Glazer Orch 


Rassian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 

Simplon Club 
Yacht Club Boys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 
St. Moritz Hote) 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 

St. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopez Orch 
Small’s Paradise 
‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 
Chas Johnson Orch 

Taft Grill 

Geo Hall Orch 


The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 
Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 

Villa Eugene 
Felix Ferdinando O 

Village Barn 
Will Osborne Orch 

Waldorf-Astoria 


Nina Laughlin 
Jack Denny Orch 





CHICAGO 


Killap & Dupree 
Clob Shalimar 

Ann Hammond 

Helen Nafe 

DeRonda & Barry 

Al Lesing 

Buddy Lake 

Lou Pear! Orch 


College Inn 


Frank Libuse 
Phil LeVant 


Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Harry Sosnick Or 
Latova & Duvell 

Club Lido 
Eliz Kelly 
Gaines & Bell 
Jimmie Noonan Orc 
Edgewater Beach 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 
Don Pedro Orch 

Folies Bergere 
Sally Rand 
‘Babe’ Kane 
Wynne Wayne 





Florence & Alvarez 
| Frances Faye 
Doris Robbins 
Ben Pollack Orch 
Club Royale 
Jack Waldron 
Nan Kelly 
Nellie Nelson 
M;: y fle ad Trio 
fickey Mat 
ennett & Green 
Bernice Marshall 


and Lamb, in a reverse-make rou- 
tine, interspersed with chatter and 


clubs. Overture is a medley of Em- 


pire numbers to commemorate the 
queen’s birthday. 
Feature is ‘King of the Jungle’ 


Stage bjll goes 45 minutes 
McStay. 


(Par). 
and flicker 72 minutes. 


HOLLYWOOD, L. A. 


Hollywood, May 19. 
After two weeks of topnotch 
vaude, there’s a slight setback this 
week, with house spotting its or- 
ganist, Gaylord Carter, in a behind- 
the-scrim piano solo to build the 
program up to its advertised six 
acts. A ‘Workers of the World’ 
topical and the Max Fisher overture 
separate Carter from the regular 
vaude. 
Walter Nilsson and his clowning 
on trick bikes prove a good opener, 
dragging in the laughs, if only slight 
applause. Necessity of trimming 
his act under the combo policy here 
robs Nilsson of some of his effec- 
tiveness. 
New material would aid Hooper 
and. Gatchett in. the deuce spot. 
Only highlight of their rookie stuff 
is the vocal imitation of a banjo and 
guitar, ‘ 
O’Connor Family on next presents 
the only dance relief on the bill, 
Routine is lively and prompts the 
first enthusiastic reception. Calif's 
law barring youngsters from the 
stage trims this act to four people 
and probably, robs it of several en- 
cores. 
In top spot is Hal Jerome and his 
foil, Gleria: Grey. On afternoon 
caught (second day) Jerome moved 
slowly, nipping the tempo set by the 
O’Connars.. Gags slow, with Miss 
irey frequently at a loss on res 
sponse. 

Closing has the Ali Ben Hassen’s 
Six Streaks, who top easily with 
their usual fast tumbling. 

Gaylord Carter’s piano single, 
working behind scrim on which is 
thrown a motion picture of Niagara 
Falls with the musician’s head in a 
baby spot showing through the 
flowing water, clicks solidly. 

On sereen: ‘Working Man’ (WB) 
and ‘Workers of the World’ topical. 
Biz fair. 





STATE, N. Y. 


Difference between smart show- 
manship and just running a thea- 
tre is nicely illustrated at the State 
this week. It’s gotten to be a 
pretty commonly accepted plaitude 
in show circles that a big stage 
show means a slougho picture and 





acrobatic comedy, get over very 
nicely. Second half opens on a lake 
and garden set in full stage with 
ballet on for classic number in slow 
tempo that gives the girls an op- 
portunity for some clever point- 
work. Then the adagio quartet for 
a series of throws and triple spins, 
speed of offering and spectacular 
tossing proving a real socko. Then 
Beatty, out before a_ thoroughly 
warmed-up audience for gags and 
depression parodies that brought 
consistent palm-pounding. 

Box office draw was the stage in- 
troduction of the officers and crew 
of the ‘Bluenose,’ champion of the 
Atlantic @ehooner fleet, the 120-foot 
craft arriving here enroute to the 
World’s Fair at Chicago, where the 
trophy-winning fishing vessel will 
be an exhibit. Tieup has ‘Breezing 
Along,’ latest release in the Ca- 
nadian ‘Sport Chat’ series, dragging 
in the members .of the nautical 





Billy Severn Playground 
Murry Brown Ens 
Eddie Niebaur Ore 
Charlie Crafts 
Granada 
Sally Osman 
Girard & Peggy 
‘Charisse’ 

Herby Mintz Orch 


Mary Nevels 
Betty Burnett 
Benny Strong 
Carl Lorraine Orch 


Sky High Club 


Joe Lewis 
Junior Small 


Hangar . 

(Hotel LaSalle) Edwina Mershon 
. “ Francetta Mally 
Chas. Kaley Morgan & Lowe 
Joresco & Lydia Leo Wolf Orch 
Aber Twins 
Nina Laughlin Vanity Fair 
Billy Sevrin 


Roma Vincent 
Rose & Ray Lite 
Myrah Lang 

Frieda Sullivan 
Howard LeRoy 


June MacCloy 
Johnny Hamp Oren 
Jeffery Tavern 
Sammy Clark 

Billy Tracy 

Babe Payne 

Ray Parker Orch 
Minuet Club 


Frank Sherman 
Art Buckley 
Margaret Lawrence 


Or 


Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
K & H Benda 
Wiki Bird 
Marjorie Lewis 
Al Handler Bd 


Joe Buckley (rch 100 Club 
Palmer House Ahi 

Veloz & Yolonda Ethel Norris 

Ella Logan Yvonne Morrow 


Mildred Toole 
Earl! Rickard 
Dan Alvin Orch 


Paramount 225 Club 


Bartram G & C Herbert 
Walter O'Keefe 


Richard Cole Orch 
Paul Cadieux 
Richard Bennett 


Lola 
Francetta Malloy 





Lillian Reynolds Dora Maughn 
Billy Carr Georgie Taps 
Sid Lang Orch Jules Stein Orch 





Irv. Rothseniid Or Cascades Roof Everglades 

Frolic’s Walters Rev iB White Sis 

Bs ‘ Virginia Stewart 

Meryda Carlos & Chita Re Keough & Fay 
Connie Bee Diane LaMar Carl Moore 
Loma Rutt Lou Ashe Alice O'Leary j 
Lola Bartram Bitiy Dougal Billy Wooley Oret 
Phil Saz Herb Marsh Orch | Show Hoat 
Dades Gary Webb Jimmy McHale Or 


visa versa, With ‘42d St.’ (WB) on 
the silver sheet, one of the strong- 
est b.o. lures in many moons, it 
would be taken for granted that 
the stage end doesn’t matter much, 
But the State reverses all the tricks 
by playing it the safe way. The 
show is one of the best, from the 
straight vaude standpoint, that the 
house has had in months. 


Maybe no terrific names in the 
lineup and no noticeable b.o. draws. 
But the layout is a healthy one 
from an entertainment standpoint. 
There’s real amusement practically 
along the entire route. And that’s 
something, 


Proceedings get started on the 
stage with Paul Remos’ midgets. 
This is one of the smoothest open- 
ing turns making the _ rounds. 
Remos and his little fellers have 
things down so pat that it’s an- 
noying after seeing them half a 
dozen times. Fortunately most of 
the mob that pays to get in hasn’t 
seen them more than once or twice, 
Which makes it oke. 


Jeannette Hackett and Dan Car- 
thay are—and this is the one real 
fault of the bill—in the deuce, 
Miss Hackett (New Acts) is too 
fine an artist and her turn is too 
well planned to be given a letdown 
like that. She should be up to- 
wards the end somewhere, number 
four preferably. A switch between 
her spot and Lillian Shade’s, as a 
matter of fact, is the move called 
for. Beyond the personal angle, 
however, it: slows up the bill too 
much as things are. The midgets 
are slow, Miss Delmar’s turn also 
slow, and Art Frank, following, has 
never been known for speed. Soine 
snappy singing or hoofing in the 
deuce would have straightened this 
out. 

Frank has an easy time with his 
chatter and hoofing. He knows his 
vaudeville and applies it. Lillian 
Shade, next, is one of the best acts 
of its type around; has a pleasant 


voice, a nice personality. Four 
numbers and over. 

Bill Demarest has the next to 
shut and uses it, if anything, too 
well. His is a simple, hokey, clap- 
trap turn, with plenty of laughs 
and sufficient entertainment. They 
liked him at the State. With Dem- 
arest. is Hope Vernon, who's been 
doing a sii gle since abcut 1915, 
She’s a lady with a trick voice, 
Her singing is not so good, but she 


does a violin imitation which is just 





about perfect and which fools the 
customers every time She ought 
to give up the straight singing bit. 


(Continued on page 44) 
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So many school children were 
buying War Savings stamps in- 
stead of tickets in Los Angeles 23 
theatres were shut. Purely local 
condition due to school teachers’ 
urge. 





Geraldine Farrar looking for a 
Broadway theatre to be named after 
her husband, Lou Tellegen. He was 
making money in ‘Blind Youth,’ 
which she had backed. 





Mae West was preparing to jump 
from vaude into Arthur Hammer- 
stein’s ‘Sometime.’ 





Shuberts barred Chicago ‘Post’ 
from its theatres. ‘Post’ retaliated 
by tossing out Shubert ads and going 
gunning for Shubert ticket scalping. 





First Congressional film investiga- 
tion asked. Governor of Michigan ob- 
jected to the way U. S. war films 
were being distributed in his state. 
State had been promised distribu- 
tion, he claimed. 





Hiram Abrams bought W. L. 
Sherry’s $100,000 stock holdings in 
Famous Players. Sherry had just 
quit the company. 





Telegraph companies barred code 
messages for the duration of the 
war. Bothered managers who were 
accustomed to getting daily receipts 
in. code. 





War measure designed to prevent 
shirking at a time when labor was 
in demand, raised the question 
whether chorus boys and film ex- 
tras were workmen within the mean- 
ing of the statute. Answer was no, 
and some had to go into munitions 
plants. 





Billy ‘Beef Trust’ Watson bought 
the Lyceum, Patterson. Still has it. 





U. S. Mint finally got a million 
pennies ahead of the demand. Had 
been short ever since the war tax. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








John L. Sullivan met Chas. 
Mitchell, the English champ, with 
medium weight soft gloves in a 
bout at Mad. Sq. Garden. Place 
was packed though it was not a 
title match. There was a barrier 
around the ring and the space was 
filled with cops to prevent a rush. 
Sullivan wore salmon colored knee 
tights, stockings and gaiters, but 
no shirt. Mitchell wore a _ shirt 
too. Sullivan got the decision. 





Buffalo Bill opened his show in 
Omaha May 17. Full title was 
‘The Wild West. Buffalo Bill and 
Dr. Carver's Rocky Mountain and 
Prairie Exhibition.” Carver was a 
champion wing shot. 





English actress, temporarily 
maimed, played Juliet for several 
nights with her arm in a sling. 





Harrigan and Hart were touring 
following the closing of their 
comique, but using ‘McSorley’s In- 
flation’ instead of ‘Muddy Day.’ 
Playing safe for the road. 





George R. Simms, who chiefly 
wrote melodramas, tried his hand 
at opera with Frederick Clay on ‘The 
Merry Duchess.’ Sporting story 
with Fred Archer, then the leading 
jockey, satirized. Did pretty well 


2 London, but not brought over. 





Frank Lester took space to ad- 
vertise that Eva Lester ‘is not my 
wife and never. was.’ Seemed 
peeved about it. 





Advertising man for the Hibern- 
fca announced his re-engagement 
and signed himself ‘advertising 
agent of the best advertised Irish 
show in the world.’ 





Woods museum, Philadelphia, 
had been sold and was to be con- 
verted into a dime museum, Woods 
previously had a place in New York 
which was converted into Daly’s 
theatre after a fire. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


When C. E. Richardson, newly elected Par trustee, takes office, 
he is known to be entirely unsympathetic to company politicians and as 
a banker-business man with a particular knowledge of the biz, he is more 
apt to demand the fullest consideration for the company’s best interests. 
In banking circle he holds a high reputation as an organizer and he 
demonstrated this, while at Fox, coming in when the firm was hot with 
political situations, but which have been calmed during his tenure there, 
both before S. R. Kent, and under Kent, with few shifts having been 
necessary among the personnel. 

His original idea was to leave Fox, as soon as the company could 
spare him, to undertake certain business plans in Philadelphia, of which 


he had been thinking about for some time. Before reaching for Richard- 
son, creditors of Par who were interested are known to have consulted 
S. R. Kent about him and the possibility of Richardson being permitted 
to come over. Originally, it is understood, Richardson was sought for 
an executive post. 

However, as the inquiry on him grew, the creditors began to look 
to him for a trustee's post. He is known to have made the coriditions, 
when finally approached, that he only would accept if all creditor-parties 
were satisfied and agreeable on him. 





Paul Yawitz who does a Sunday gossip column for the ‘N. Y. Mirror’, 

is reported having made a squawk against one of the RKO house man- 
agers which brought the manager a reprimand although he wasn’t fired 
as Yawitz is credited to have threatened. According to the RKO home 
office the manager in question inquired of Yawitz how come his RKO pass 
was being used so frequently at the particular house. The h.o, story is 
that Yawitz’s pass showed up almost daily at the theatre. It was dis- 
covered later that the pass was left with a hotel clerk, from whom its 
users could obtain it. 
The manager suggested to Yawitz that maybe folks were using his pass 
unbeknown to him. That day Yawitz showed at the theatre bringing in 
four people, including himself, on the same pass. That pass, according 
to home office rules, limits admissions to two. Yawitz’s squawk came 
after the manager granted him the courtesy for four. Yawitz formerly 
was a press agent for a dance school. 





The part fan mail can play in the engagement of a star was recently 
evidenced by a feminine picture player. Generally identified with mu- 
sicals, she suddenly found herself with mostly time on her hands, but 
the picturization of an old operetta was up for discussion at a major lot, 
everyone conceding she was the most logical for the title role. That is, 
everybody but the production heads charged with making the choice. 
However, the actress couldn’t wait and went on a personal appearance 
trip. Meanwhile, she procured her personal fan list from her previous 
studio, despatched it to a friend and the latter sat down and wrote 960 
letters in long hand, urging everybody on the list to write the company 
contemplating the operetta to advocate that this star play the part. 
So between the diligent friend and the response to the request by the 
fans the actress will not only do this particular picture, but another one 
as well for the company. 





Disaffirmation by Fox West Coast trustees of the sub-lease of the 
Alvarado, Los Angeles, naborhood subsequent run, puts Irving Carlin, 
who has been operating the house for several years, in a position to come 
into the open as opposition to the circuit’s Westlake, and other theatres 
in the vicinity of Westlake Park. Due to F-WC being in on the house 
lease, Carlin, although the nominal operator, has had his hands tied 
more or less because of circuit interference. Under the new setup all 
restrictions have been eliminated and house is now on its own, in the 
matter of film buys, policy and physical operation. ‘ 





Meetings to discuss an indie MPPDA are being continued every week. 
A dinner conferenc arranged by Keppler and Keppler, attorneys, who 
are the prime movers of the project, was held. Tobias A. Keppler has 
drawn up a prospectus outlining purposes of the organization, to be 
known as the Progressive Motion Picture Producers & Distributors 
Association. 

Welcome extended by Will Hays to indie producers interested in join- 
ing the Hays’ organization is seen as a move that may have as its prin- 
cipal motive the breaking up of a plan to form an M.P.P.D.A of the indies. 





Universal's costliest feature, ‘King of Jazz’ (Paul Whiteman), which 
budgeted at $1,750,000, is being re-debuted because Universal heads feel 
everything was against the picture in 1929. It isn’t quite the same pic- 
ture it was in ’29. Twice as many blackouts as were needed were made 
during its production. Only the milder of these were used originally 
because censorship was believed different then, These skits have been 
taken off the shelf and edited in. 





After more than a year of trying Metro last week got ‘Possessed’ 
okayed for England. Company had the film about 30% re-shot in order 
to satisfy British censorship demands. In the original picture Joan 
Crawford just lived with a man, which England wouldn’t stand for, so a 
sequence was written into the film whereby Miss Crawford was actually 
married, but kept the marriage a secret. 

Same sort of censorship demands have decided Metro against even at- 
tempting to distribute ‘Red Headed Woman’ in Britain. Some talk, at 
first, of fixing it up, but believed it would take too much work and with 
the sets already torn down would be helpless. 





Squabble over whether Constance Cummings will play in the British 
picture Gilbert Miller will produce for Columbia reveals that Walter 
Wanger, Miss Cummings’ chief booster when he was at Col, was respon- 
sible for her coming to Miller’s attention, Before she left Hollywood 
for Great Britain, Wanger gave the actress a letter of introduction to 
Miller, with the suggestion that she be cast in his picture. Just to make 
sure that the two met, he sent a duplicate of the epistle to Miller. 





Warren Doane’s production and distribution contract for shorts with 
Universal, set last week, is good for a 10-year stretch if both parties are 
willing. Options come up yearly, and either Doane or U can terminate 
contract at that time. Such a deal was made to eliminate annual nego- 
tiations of terms. 

Doane is paid back his negative cost when delivering the print to 
Universal, and gets one-third of any profits, 





Samuel Goldwyn, who returned to Hollywood last week, is figuring out 
a statement that he hopes will be beneficial to stockholders and pro- 
ducers in enlightening them as to current picture conditions, and how, 
in his estimation, they may be rectified. Statement will probably hit the 
press throughout the country end of this week. 





Columbia's plan to go forward on a picture, ‘Eadie Was a Lady’, name 
of the Ethel Merman song from ‘Take a Chance’, musical show, is not 
expected to be hampered by Warner Bros. having filed this title with the 
Hays office sometime ago. Col bought the title from Buddy de Sylva 





; B&K advertising copy for Mother’s Day caused some ironic chortles 
in the Loop. A special caption that included a silhouette of Whistler’s 


Laide Stuff—Music 


That music men do know, more or less, the song values of a nascent 
manuscript is evidenced by ‘Echo in the Valley’, one of the few Har 
Woods’ imported tunes which he wrote with Campbell and Connelly j 
London, Woods is an American songwriter whose expenses were Pm: 
frayed by C&C to write with them abroad. He fashioned 24 tunes of 
— ‘Echo’ alone—under Robbins’ American copyright—has sold notice. 
ably. 

The thought about music men knowing a song mss, comes from the 
litigation attendant to Keit-Engel and Robbins’ disputed claims to this 
number, with Robbins winning out on the injunction, All thé other 
Woods-Campbell-Connelly tunes were placed in America sans difficult 
or squabbling, none asserting themselves particularly. j 








When Johnny Johnson pulled out of the Hotel New Yorker last Thurs- 
day (18) for a tour of one-nighters he had gathered around him for the 
first time in eight weeks his own aggregation of musicians. In order to 
hold the job Johnson, shortly after his entry into the hotel spot, had to 
discharge his regular combination and put together a unit made up of 
members of the New York musicians’ union. 

Bandman had acted under orders from the board of governors of Local 
No, 802, after the latter conducted an inquiry into the salaries paid by 
Johnson to his regular crew for the New York engagement. Original 
unit was composed of non members of the New York local and as such 
were required to receive 30% above the local scale. 





Delegates from the New York union (Local 802) to the convention of 
the American Federation of Musicians in Chicago June 21 will be under 
instructions to petition the international for local autonomy. 

Officers of 802 are now subject to appointment by Pres. Joe Weber, 
This arrangement went into effect some 10 years ago when 802 was 
formed by Weber to combat the insurgent members of Local No. 1. With 
the old local now out of existence, 802 delegates will contend that mem- 
bers of the surviving local feel they are competent to govern their own 
affairs and that the selection of officers should be entirely invested in. 
them. 





Reason Walter Donaldson went with Warners instead of Metro was 
because of a long friendship with Buddy Morris of Witmarks and be- 
cause he thought he would have better opportunities at WB. 

Gus Kahn joined Donaldson at WB because he had previously told 
Metro that he wanted to write with his former partner rather than any- 
one else, and it was a case of ‘I wanna go where you go. Kahn was 
getting $500 at Metro with a raise to $750 promised when Donaldson 
joined him there. They are each getting that amount at Warners. In 
addition they split a 4c royalty on sheet music, a cent more than any 
other film songwriter is getting with the exception of Buddy DeSylva. 





Click tunes from ‘42d Street’ (WB) have lifted M. Witmark & Sons 
out of the red. To this firm, a member of the producer's publishing 
group, Warner had assigned that picture’s entire score, ‘Shuffle Off to 
Buffalo’ and ‘42nd Street’ are the biggest selling numbers of the lot. 

Of the WB publishing combine Harms is also showing a profit, while 
Remick is just about operating on income. As regards Famous Music 
Corp., whose control is split between WB and Paramount, this publishing 
house last year turned in a net of over $17,000 and can still show a neat 
margin above operations cosi. 





Ted Weems has a considerable chunk sunk in the Frozen Custard con- 
cession at the Century of Progress Exposition. There will be 15 stands 
scattered through the grounds. Meanwhile, Weems will supply dance 
music at the Lincoln Tavern, near enough to Chicago to keep an eye on 
his investment, 

Weems was one of the first concessionaires to sign with the Expo, 
although perhaps not generally known. ‘Variety’ first reported his in- 
terest nearly a year ago. At that time there were few deals actually 
closed. 





A music publisher's desire to meet all his claims, and not resort to the 
bankruptcy courts for relief, continues the current topic of commenda- 
tion in the business. All have co-operated save one recalcitrant song- 
writer, now on the Coast. All the other claimants who have been 
spread out over a couple of years are cognizant of this one holdout, but, 
regardless, are co-operating. The common attitude is that the pub has 
done much for the business in general and his recent reverses have solely 
been in line with the general trend. 





Warners is not going to repeat the slip for ‘Footlight Brigade’, now in 
preparation, that it made on ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’. For ‘Diggers’ the 
studio found, at the last moment, that it was without a title, song to plug 
the pic. Only thing it could do was to print the legend, ‘The Gold Dig-. 
gers’ Song’ under the musical top-liner of the piece, ‘We're in the Money’, 


in the published songs. 


Walter Donaldson and Gus Kahn, who are doing the music for ‘Foot- 
light Parade’, will write a title song first. 





Harry Woods did the doctoring of the verse for his latest, ‘Little Locket 
of Long Ago’, aboard ship and radiogrammed it to Joe Morris after the 
boat was three days out of New York. Woods had left the chorus with 
the publisher the day he sailed but decided to give the lead-in lines an-' 
other going over while on the water. 

‘Little Locket’ is the first number that Woods has collaborated on with 
Joe Burke, 





Unless a songwriter sends a copy of each published ditty to the Ameri-: 
can Society he does not receive credit for it when classification is allotted. ' 
An instance is the case of Dick Whiting, who found out several years 
ago that he was not credited with ‘Japanese Sandman,’ and about five 
other hits, because someone in the publishing house, who was to have 
sent copies of his songs to ASCAP, had forgotten. 





sweet little lady to one of the theatres listed below.’ Directly beneath 
was listed ‘The Story of Temple Drake,’ a degeneracy theme, and ‘Bond- 
age,’ a red light district background, 





Coast indie exhibs are cashing in on repeat engagements of two of this 
year’s outstanding b. 0. draws—Warners ‘42nd St.’ and Par’s ‘She Done. 
Him Wrong.’ Latter has clicked so solidly in most Southern California 
houses that a film row wag suggested all exhibs buy a print and run it 
each time biz showed a tendency to drop off. 





Buddy DeSylva set Sid Silvers’ two-year deal at Fox as a writer-actor. 
DeSylva, now a Fox associate producer, produced (with Laurence 
Schwab) the ‘Take a Chance’ musical wherein Silvers was featured. Lat- 
ter also doctored the musical’s dialog. 





Revealing that it intends to pulmotor its Columbus, O., theatres with 
a double feature policy, Loew's during the past few days has been scour- 
ing New York independents for all available bookings. 





Sunday shows in New Jersey mean to Newark exhibitors alone a sav- 
ing estimated at $70,000. Of this, Warners figures it comes in for $42,000. 





The new 370-seat Trans-Lux in Detroit, opening about June 1, will dic- 








famous ‘Mother’ painting read: “This is Mother’s Day—take the dear 


tate to what extent, if any, Trans-Lux Corp. will expand into a circull 
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: Shakespeare Rep Lasts 28 Weeks 


EGETEMA 





In NY.; Permanent Troupe Forecast 





An unique engagement on Broad- 
way reaches its finale Saturday (27) 
when the Shakespeare Theater calls 
it a season, after playing 28 weeks. 
st portends the establishment of a 
permanent organization in New 
York, presenting the Bard’s works 


exclusively. 
Although commentators on the 


grama were inclined to pass up the 
fhakespearean bills, probably be- 
eause spotted a bit out of the way 
in the house formerly known as 
Jolson’s, the presentations have at- 
tracted the attention of many thea- 


wregoers. The range of the plays 
has been the largest ever given in 
one season, 16 different Shakespear- 
ean works being in the repertoire. 
The company opened November 17 
last, with ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,’ and is closing with the same 
attraction. 

Shakespeare Theatre igs a Co- 
operative company of 20 players, 
using 15 extras in some plays. Long 
hours in the theatre, stipends in- 
stead of salaries, explains how the 
yenture has spanned the season. 
Grosses have been between $3,200 
to $4,000 weekly, the players shar- 
ing all alike on the net, which has 
given them between $20 and $30 
weekly. Stage hands and musicians 
at regular scale have _ received 
double that of the actors’ pay, with 
the latter doing all the hard work. 


Volunteer Contribs 


There have been any number of 
contributions to the cause, the 
amounts running from $20 upward. 
Largest such item was a cashier's 
eheck for $1,000 drawn on the Fifth 
Avenue Bank, donor being anony- 
mous, Accompanying the remittance 
was the message: ‘In appreciation 
and the hope that it will help toward 
the establishment of a permanent 
Shakespeare theatre in New York.’ 
Such moneys have been divided 
among the players, house not par- 
ticipating. 

All night rehearsals following a 
performance and through succeed- 
ing days, readying for the follow- 
ing week’s bill, indicates the sin- 
cerity of the players who have vir- 
tually lived in the theatre. The 
fact that they were able to keep 
occupied throughout the meagre 
season, has been the main incentive. 

The company was organized by 
Percival ‘ivian, who was originally 
of the Ben Greet Players, and who 
is managing director, and Julius 
Hopp, manager of the project. There 
are a number of -ather well known 


players in the group § including 
Curtis Cooksey, Margery Maude, 
Mary Hone, Leslie Austen, Ruth 


Vivian, Frederica Going, Richard 
Maibaum and Irving iMorrow. 

Top price is $1.10, but students’ 
tickets and other reduced price 
coupons were available at 65 cents 
lower floor and 25 cents in the bal- 
cony. Understood that when the 
company resumes late in September, 
that type of admission will be cur- 
tailed, 

The house was opened by the 
Shuberts as the Al Jolso: theatre. 
It reverted to the Appleby estate, 
which owns the ground. Pictures 
were tried with small success and 
&@ liberal arrangement was made 
whereby the Shakespearean group 
took possession for little more than 
the cost of operation. 


Gheeeses 


Drama on Side Feature 
Of Pittsh’s Dance Spot 


; Pittsburgh, May 22. 

Something new in legit planned 
here for the summer by Willows, 
Tony Conforti’s outdoor dine-and- 
dance spot. Management has agreed 
to underwrite a group of focal ama- 
teurs and professionals, known as 
the Stage Guild. who'll put on re- 
leased plays two nights each week. 

Willows has an indoor dance 
room a8 well as one outdoors and 
it’s here that stage will be erected 
Plays will be given Monday and 
Thursday nights, and paying cus- 
tomers are privileged to remain 
after for dancing. There’l] be a new 
show every week, 

Company includes Blanche Levy 
and Alexander Kann, both of whom 
have been on Broadway and 
Harold Daniels, and first play is to 
be ‘Another Language,’ never before 
seen here 
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Star’s Coolness Wins 


Boston Mayor’s Praise 


Boston, May 22. 

Katharine Cornell for a few min- 
utes stepped out of her Elsa Brandt 
role in ‘Alien Corn’ during perform- 
ance at Plymouth, Saturday eve- 
ning (20). Happened during star’s 
6-minute speech revealing her past 
to James Rennie. Where Elsa is 
telling that her ‘talent’s a demon 
child that’s got to be born’ there 
came the clatter and clang of fire 
apparatus, 

Audience seemed restless. The 
seated actress arose, walked front, 
and smiled. 

‘If you will wait just a moment, 
I'll go see what has happened and 
will come back and tell you what 
it is.’ 

She disappeared. 
she returned: 

‘There has been a fire in a build- 
ing, next door. It’s nothing, and it 
has nothing to do with this theatre.’ 

Another smile, and amid applause 
star walked off. Up curtain, show 
went on. And Miss Cornell took up 
the thread as if nothing had hap- 
pened. 

Later, Mayor Curley, who was in 
audience, said: ‘Her act was one of 
marvelous self possession.’ 


PAL OF PHILLY’S MAYOR 
JUST A MUGG TO COPS 


Philadelphia, May 22. 
Tommy Labrum, p.a. for years 
for the Erlanger interests here and 
last year representing Sam Nird- 
linger, left for a 3% months’ trip 
around the world last Thursday. 
He made the boat, but not with- 
out plenty grief. Among various 
letters of introduction, etc., etc., to 
prominent people in the many 
countries and cities he will visit, 
Tommy had a letter signed by J. 
Hampton Moore, Philly’s current 
mayor, declaring that Labrum is 
a distiguished citizen of Philly and 
asking that all possible courtesies 
be extended to him. 
Tommy was showing the lettter 
to friends in his Broad Street the- 


In a moment 








atre when the police started 
to tow his car away. Letter was 
shown, but made no impression. 


Car was too near a fire plug. So 
first lap of the around-the-world 
trip was made at the end of a 
towing car’s rope. And Labrum 
had to pay the customary $6. 


Pic Spots Call White 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Alice White will withdraw in two 
weeks from the cast of ‘Dinner at 
Eight,’ which opens tonight (Mon.) 
at the Curran, San Francisco, to fill 
picture engagements. She opened 

with the show at the Belasco here. 
Inez Courtney will jump from her 

present part into the vacated one. 








Summer Show Prospect 


Daniel Kussell and Bert Robinson 
are working on a new intimate mu- 
sical comedy for summer produc- 
tion. 

Robinson is from 
where he’s been writing for Fox. 
Booking future of Kussell’s  self- 
produced play, “The Party's Over.’ 
is still indeterminate. 


Hollywood, 


DUCAT MEN’S PLAY 


Presentation of ‘The 
Writers’ due on Broadway soon, will 
introduce Richard Hopkins and 
Walter Heyer, two box-office men, 
to the managerial field. Latter is 
at the Masque, the former being 
house manager of the Majestic. 

Show was written by Martin 


shost 


Mooney, former press agent. Leads 
selected to date are Hal Skelly, 
William Frawley and Ara Gerald 
Play will probably follow ‘$25 Ar 


Hour’ into the Masque. 


CARR DEBTS AIRED 


Los Angeles, May <2¢ 





Alexander and Nat Carr are tne 
targets of two separate Municipa 
court suits filed last week In or 
Arthur and Lucille West are afte 
the return of $125 alleged Ut 
| been loaned to Nat Cart 

Other action is by an as ee 
the Hotel Edisor New York, tc ¢ 
lect $6¢ in back rent fre 
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‘Century’ Sold for Coast 


Coast rights to ‘20th Century,’ 
which closed on Broadway last Sat- 
urday, have been secured by Henry 
(Terry) Duffy. Train comedy is due 
to debut in Hollywood about mid- 
June. 

Duffy sought the services of six 
Players in the original cast, but sev- 
eral refused. Among those reported 
engaged and due to leave this week 
for Holywood are Eugenie Leonto- 
vich, Matt Briggs, Etienne Girardot 
and Roy Roberts. 





Hard Loser Charges 
Bainbridge Cheated, 
Calls Oakleys Bribe 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

That ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, veteran 
local theatrical man, violated the 
Corrupt Practice act in his success- 
ful campaign for the mayoralty 
nomination by giving out two-for- 
one tickets for his Shubert theatre 
stock company, is the allegation of 
Dan Harding, who ran twelfth in 
the field of 14 candidates. 

Claiming that the circulation of 
the two-for-one tic!.ets constituted 
a virtual bribe in the form of free 
entertainment, Harding has filed a 
complaint in district court, asking 
for a writ of mandamus directing 
Bainbridge to show cause on May 
31 why his name should not be 
stricken from the ballot. 

Harding also charges that be- 
tween January 13 and May 18, while 
the primary campaign was in pro- 
gress, Bainbridge ‘entertained thou- 
sands of people at the Shubert the- 
atre to influence “eir votes.’ Refer- 
ence is had to the passes regularly 
given out by the house. 

‘The Shubert sent out 1,000 two- 
for-one tickets before the primary,’ 
says Harding’s complaint. ‘At the 
bottom of them voters were urged 
to vote for Bainbridge. It said the 
statement was suggcsted by O. B. 
Erickson of the Bainbridge cam- 
paign committee, but it didn’t give 
his address. They sent out other lit- 
erature like that and didn’t give 
Erickson’s address.’ 


CLEVELAND POLITICIAN 
AS CIVIC THEATRE MGR. 


Cleveland, May 22. 

Joseph S§. Silber, secretary to 
Mayor Ray T. Miller, is stepping 
into city’s show business by be- 
coming manager of Public Audi- 
torium and also of outdoor stadium 
at a salary of $5,625. Never had 
any previous theatrical experience, 
but job was given to him frankly 
as a political plum. 

Robert H. McLaughlin, who pro- 
duced stock at his Ohio for years, 
was for a while considered lead- 
ing candidate for the job. Until 
Silber’s appointment he was act- 
ing-manager of both auditorium 
and stadium, but will return to 
former berth as booking manager 
for hall. 


Agent’s Lament 


Toronto, May 22, 
Closing a 39-weeks’ trans-Canada 
tour, G. G. Garrette, agent for the 
‘Dumbells’ Revue,’ was asked about 
business on the road and fished 
from his pocket the following verse 
which he scribbled during an over- 
night jump: 
Tt’s in the bag and very déad, 
The smell is not so pleasin’; 
It’s over now, last rites are said 
—Poor old theatric season! 
With tear in eye, we sadly sigh, 
And hold the old post-mortem; 
With vespers said, we’re in the 

















red, 
Our hopes—It sure did thwart 
em. 
But why bemoan in graveyard 
tone, 


And cry how sick and sore I’m? 

From politics we learned some 
tricks, 

Let’s call a moratorium. 

Let actors, stage-hands 
the slate 

To quit ourselves of treason; 

contract, book the 


clean 


So sign the 
aate 


¢ 


And face another season.’ 


Coast Tryout for N. Y.’ 

May 22. 
premiered at Rep- 
in January, re-| 
produced in N. Y. This 
by Albert M. Ot- 


Sseattie, 


Man 


comedy 


Tacoma and Seattle 
and assistant di- 


t Repertory Playhouse 


| may 


Blumey Angels Dipsy Treasure Hunt, 
Balks at Costly Film Side Gamble 





Canton’s 4,000 Capacity 
Munie Gets Attraction 


Canton, O., May 22. 

First and perhaps the only legit 
attraction of the season is booked 
for the city auditorium Saturday, 
May 27, when the Marcus Show of 
1933 will present three performances. 
Show is doing one-nighters through 
Ohio, carrying a company of 70, in- 
cluding 35 femmes, and its own 
stage band. Prices range from a 
dime to 75 cents top, the latter for 
best seats for a midnight frolic, to 
be the last of three performances 
here. 

Auditorium, city-owned, seats 
4,000 and was equipped last season 
for the larger road shows, 


COHAN WRITING REVUE, 
RETIRING TALE UNTRUE 


‘Pigeons and People,’ George M. 
Cohan’s intermissionless comedy, 
will end its season Saturday (27) in 


Chicago. The actor-author-mana- 
ger figures on producing a revue in 
the fall and has other show plans. 
Report that he contemplates retir- 
ing, has brought odds-on bet offers 
that he won't by his friends. 

Cohan who writes in long hand 
has two favored spots where he 
likes to work, the Blackstone hotel, 
Chicago, and the Willard, Washing- 
ton. He will use one or the other 
to complete the revue score this 
summer. 

‘Pigeons’ was originally slated for 
several Eastern key stands only, 
but business out of town was so 
much better than on Broadway that 
bookings were added. Worst spots 
on the road were Pittsburgh and 
the current Chicago date, expecta- 
tion of sticking for the world’s fair 
crowds being dropped. 











Chicago, May 22. 

George M. Cohan is pondering 
producing a musica! comedy entitled 
‘The Little Feller’ in Chicago for 
World’s Fair sampling. He’s wind- 
ing up at the Grand in ‘Pigeons and 
People.’ 

It will be the first Chicago 
premiere of a Cohan show since ‘45 
Minutes From Broadway,’ in 1905. 
‘Little Feller’ may get going by late 
June. 





‘Supper’ London Tangle 
All Straightened Out 


The tangle over the affairs of 
Peggy Fears’ ‘Champagne Supper’ 
which she and her husband, A. C. 
Blumenthal sent to London, where 
it lasted but three performances as 
‘The Day I Forgot,’ was straight- 
ened out last week. Unconfirmed 
reports state that the company 
sailed from London for New York 
Friday (19). 

The company did not strand, as 
some news reports indicated. Re- 
turn transportation for the players 
was bought at the time the show 
left New York, with the exception 
of Dorothy Hall and the director, 
Josh Logan, who sailed earlier on 
a fast boat. Money for the pair’s 
return voyage and expenses were 
cabled to London by Blumey last 
week after Miss Fears got in touch 
with him by telephone, although 
there has been little change in 
their domestic troubles, 

Equity had refused to act in Miss 
Hall’s behalf on the ground that 
the company was on foreign soil, 
that the players had signed an ir- 
regular agreement without its sanc- 
tion and that Blumey had notified 
Equity that he would not be re- 
sponsible for Miss Fears’ theatrical 
obligations, 

Delay in taking care of the fares 
of Miss Hall and Logan caused the 
reports that the show had stranded, 
Understood that Blumey’s invest- 
ment in the venture was no more 
than $5,000, while the total red on | 
the show to date is over $45,000. 
Production of ‘Supper,’ which en- 
tered England under bond, will also ! 
be returned. Rights to try it again | 
are held by Arthur Beckhard, who 








offer it on Broadway in the 

fall. 
One report is that Miss Hall | 
went to Paris instead of sailing for | 


ne 


Blumey’s in on a treasure hunt. 
Its one of his side issues, as were 
the shows which his wife Peggy 
Fears put on. His bit will be half 
of whatever comes up from the 
ocean floor, where in this particu- 
lar spot there is supposed to be 
resting about $38,000,000 in gold 
coin, resting for 300 years. 
William Fairchilds, a downtowner, 
Atkins, a copper broker, and A. 
Hiatt Verill, author of 70 books, sold 
Blumey the idea, because they 
needed a partner, also some more 
dough. About two weeks ago a 
craft shoved off from New London, 
pointed for Silver Shoals, 142 miles 
due north of Hayti. 
It seems that in 1635, 16 Spanish 
galleons carrying $40,000,000 in gold 
and silver to the new land, were 
sunk in a typhoon. Forty years 
later William Phips retrieved $2,- 
000,000 in silver from one of the 
vessels, found in five fathoms of 
water. He took the fortune to Eng- 
land and the then King George was 
so pleased that he knighted Phips 
and made him governor of Massae- 
chusetts. 
Verrill took the story to Faire 
childs and Atkins, and they scraped 
up $7,500. Estimated cost of the 
gold hunt was $15,000, and they 
looked and looked for somebody to 
angel the balance. The three ad- 
venturers were sitting in the Em- 
bassay Club not long ago, the oc- 
casion being an ultimatum from the 
author—that they dig up the rest 
of the coin or drop the whole matter, 

A social registrite was present 
and as she is the editor of a maga- 
zine they figured she would be able 
to introduce them to some mogul. 
The girl did the next best thing and 
telephoned A. C. Blumenthal, all 
later foregathering in hey apart- 
ment. Blumey listened in amaze- 
ment to the yarn and fit was pointed 
out that the expedition would make 
a great picture—hauling up the loot 
from all those 15 sunken, gold-laden 
galleons. 

Blumey finally spoke: ‘If you fel- 
lows are screwy enough to believe 
there is money at the bottom of the 





ocean, I am willing to put up the 
rest of the coin. He then became 
steamed up over the picture possi- 
bilities and instructed a newsreel 
crew to get ready. 

The picture angle would have cost 
another three or four G’s, but Blu- 
mey began to figure that if the ships 
were not found and no coin brought 
to the surface, there would be no 
picture. At the last minute he re- 
fused to come across with the pic- 
ture money. So the newsreel people 
have about $900 in equipment that 
they don’t know what to do with. 





Anderson Leaves R. C. 
For Shubert-Cook Show 


John Murray Anderson wound up 
with Radio City at the conclusion 
of his last staged show at the Music 
Hall, Wednesday (17). H. B. Franke 
lin was desirous of keeping Andere- 
son on but that the stager was anxe 
ious to get away to take on the new 
Joe Cook show under the Shubert 
wing. 

Musical is stated to be the re- 
opening Shubert ef.ort at the Winter 
Garden on Broadway. House has 
been in pictures under lease to the 
Warners, until recently. Presently 
it’s dark. 

Anderson’s tenure at Radio City 
was for six weeks, during which he 
produced three stage items, each be- 
ing presented two weeks apart. 








Fair Trade Down East 
Burlington, Vt., May 22. 
Marie Pirie and her ‘Follies of 
1933’ are playing one and two-night 


stands through Vermont to fair 
business. 
The Midshipmen orchestra is 


featured. 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 


until Labor Day + + + $150 
Mail 





remittance with name and 


summer address. 











Pe ee 














PD ABE ics cart 





se eer 





— 














te AR at aig, 


VARIETY 


PEGUITEMATE 


Tuesday, May 23, 1933 











Plays Out of Town 





FALLEN ANGEL 


Toronto, May 18. 
A drama of the life of Lord Byron in 
five acts and 12 scenes by Rudolph Uren. 
Produced by Dickson Kenwin. Dance 
arrangements by Merle Nicolls. Orchestra 


arrangementts and direction under Vladi- 
mir Elfart. At the Margarret Eaton thea- 


tre. Scaled at $1.65. 

The Boy Byron....eccese+---Beatrice Fair 
May Grey....cccccccece eee LOrna Edwards 
Mrs. Byron...ccccccece eeee+--Nelly Brown 
Lord Byron.....cescses eeee-Dickson Kenwin 
Hobhouse ....ccccccccccsseccsses Jack Bell 
Pietcher ..-..cccccsese Bertram Cummings 
Caroline Lamb.....sccccscees: Lauriel Wood 
Duke of Portland..........Leland Ausman 
Duchess of Devonshire......++.++> Luly Hall 
Augusta Leigh......ccee. eoeeeedean Irwin 


Readied here for a tour of the 
major points in the east, despite 
the lateness of the season, ‘Fallen 
Angel’ proves to be a moving psy- 
cophatic study of Lord Byron and 
the forces which, from his boyhood 
on, made the poet a veritable Jekyll 
and Hyde of English literature. 

A fine piece of stagecraft in which 
the author reveals knowledge and 
understanding of the curious con- 
tradictions of Byron's mental make- 
up, ‘Fallen Angel’ owes much to 
Dickson Kenwin, who fully grasps 
an opportunity to display facile tal- 
ents. Possibly the most pretentious 
legitimate production ever under- 
taken by any Canadian entre- 
preneur. Stage sets are elaborate 
and period costuming lavish. Bit 
roles are numerous. 

But for the boyhood prolog, 
played by Beatrice Fair, Kenwin 
dominates the stage for nearly three 
hours, giving his best work in the 
last two-thirds of the play when the 
toast of English society topples 
from his pedestal under the burden 
of retribution that follows the de- 
generacy into which his egotism 
and the adulation of the crowd has 
hurled him. Dealing with fact 
rather than fiction, the author shows 
the profligate poet self-exiled to 
Italy, unable to find spiritual peace 
there, and later finding some sur- 
cease from remorse in fighting for 
Greek liberty, in the midst of which 
death takes him at the age of 36. 

Kenwin is sincere throughout and 
creates an honest sympathy for the 
poet to whom success in love and 
literature came too easily. ‘Angel’ 
will have to be drastically pruned. 
Scenes and characters can be 
dropped without detracting from the 
power of this dramatic biography. 
Lengthy dances in two bacchanalian 
orgies could particularly be dropped. 
Incidentally, orchestral accompani- 
ments to some of the Byronic mono- 
logs inject a false note and are un- 
necessary. With the exception of 
Beatrice Fair’s boyhood of Byron, 
played with charm, and a fine act 
one curtain of heartbroken prayer 
fer understanding and love, the play 
is Kenwin’s, not only because the 
author has placed the entire focus 
on Byron with all other characters 
very subordinate, but also because 
of the passionate intensity which 
the star brings to the role. McStay. 


JUSTIFIED MURDER 


Hartford, May 19. 


‘Justified Murder,’ a melodrama by An- 
thony Armstrong; staged and produced by 


William Caryl; at Parsons theatre, Pre- 
sented by the Shuberts, 

DD. Vetoes eee Oebes AME Stapleton Kent 
PRP Bevis .vccvcessss Edouard Raquello 
Gene WPORGON «os ée< ot eeecsss Nancy Sheridan 
Ota. SUP WORE .ocavctccaccass John Buckler 
Sir Miles Standing ........ Frank Kingdon 
Inspector Pembler .........-. Montagu Love 
Wetective Brace ..cckscsocecces ds P. Kaye 
Restaurant Man ....Frederick DeCordova 


Hartfora greeted its first legiti- 
mate show to t2 tried out here in 
years with some acclaim to the joy 
of Lee and J. J. Shubert, who were 
present to get reaction on their plan 
of testing new shows on a scale of 
50-cent top here. 

‘Justified Murder’ opens slowly 
and crawls alonr. At times it reaches 
a point of actually working the audi- 
ence up to a keen pitch, but lags 
when detectives enter the scene to 
solve a mystery that has already 
been made clear to the audience. In 
fact, the audience sees the murder 
enacted twice in two distinct acts 
and when Montagu Love and Fred- 
erick DeCordova sit through an en- 
tire act trying to solve the puzzle, 
‘Justified Murder’ bores. 

It is obvious that speed is a neces- 
sary requirement for the play. It 
might be a good idea to rewrite a 
good part of the piece and cut it 15 
minutes or so. 

The inevitabie love triangle opens 
the play. The heavy and a maid 
make plans to elope when the hero 
spoils the plot. He is drugged and 
while asleep dreams of a murder in 
which he slays the villain with a 
Maxim-silenced gun. He visualizes 
a perfect alibi and so continues the 
story. 

The cops from Scotland Yard 
can’t break down the alibis offered 
by four separate suspects and leave 
on a false trail. 

‘Justified Murder’ has a good cast, 
One that might well move to Broad- 
way. Edouard Raque™’» is a smooth 
Villain, with an appropriate foreign 


accent. Nancy Sheridan, only femi- 
nine role in the play, acts 
slightly affected air. John 
is an aggressive hero. The only cast 
man here to enjoy a welcome was 
Montagu Love, remembered locally 
for his film thrills. 

‘Justified Murder’ is the first of 10 
new plays scheduled to open here 
the next ten weeks, each company 
remaining six days. Hammer, 


LOW AND BEHOLD 


Pasadena, Calif, May 16. 
Pasadena Community Playhouse Asso- 
ciation, Gilmor Brown, supervising direc- 
tor, presents Leonard Siliman’s satirical 
musical revue. Production conceived and 
directed by Leonard Sillman, Settings by 
Paul Huston and Scott McLean. General 
production manager, Murray Yeats. Music 
conducted and arranged by Claude Lap- 
ham; second piano, Margaret Hart. Ma- 








terial by Warburton Guilbert, June Sill- 
man, Donald Honrath, Billy Griffith, John 
Rox, Hugh Berner, Betzi Beaton, James 
Shelton, Dorothy Dee, George Grandee, 
King Zaney, Mindret Lord, George Hick- 
man, I, Claude Lapham, J. K. Brennan, 
Paul Gerard Smith, Annette Evans. Cast: 
Namara, Billy Griffith, Helen Warford, 
Mae Madison, Chuck Walter, Jeanne Hart, 
Tyrone Power, Jr., Bill Burns, Paal and 
Leif Rocky, Leonard Sillman, June Sillman, 
Teddy Hart, Kay Thompson, Lois Janu- 
ary, Larry Armstrong, Peggy Lou Neary, 
Jack Thomas, Mindret Lord, Dick Sey- 
mour, Tom Berlin, June Shafer, Dorothy 
Dee, Eunice Quedens, Don Honrath, Betzi 
Beaton. In three acts, commencing May 
16. Top, $1 except for opening night $5 
top, benefit for Playhouse funds. 


A big improvement on ‘Hullaba- 
loo,’ the first Pasadena playhouse 
revue, ‘Low and Behold,’ has suffi- 
cient good points to counterbalance 
the ordinary and the not-so-hot se- 
quences. Far too lengthy, running 
until 12:15 opening night, judicious 


trimming should bring the produc- 
tion down to fresh and pleasing 
fare, which makes no pretentions of 
being an elaborate affair. 
Outstanding asset of the show is 
new talent, with five personalities 
and a trio scoring high. Margaret 
Namara is no newcomer but, as set 
here, she wows them with her color- 
atura warbling, although she has no 
material to follow which keeps up 
the standard of her first operatic 
number. Betzi Beaton is a femme 
Sterling Holloway, a demure blonde 
beaut. A modern Ophelia, wander- 
ing across stage, she limps through 
chatter songs, forgets lyrics, drops 
burnt matches and, in general, car- 
ries on like a dumbbell. Her antics 
are hailed by the audience and, with 
some experience in timing laughs 
and snapping up her work, her 
casual comedy should make her a 
musical or picture bet. 

Kay Thompson's singing and 
clowning hit solidly. She is a St. 
Louis girl who arrived here by way 
of KHJ, Los Angeles. She also works 
with June Shafer and Dorothy Dee 
as a singing trio of tipsy debs who 
go through the show getting more 
blotto with each number they do. 
Billy Griffith m.c.’8 the show as a 
witty professor, assisted by Eunice 
Quedens and Jeanne Hart, a pair 
of blonde lookers who foil for him. 
Working similar to Ed Wynn, Grif- 
fith furnishes most of the show’s 
gags, doing best in a lecture on 
corsets. 

Larry Armstrong, as a_ burlesk 
queen, trips across stage at the 
slightest provocation, bearing signs 
reminiscent of the election slides in 
‘Of Thee I Sing.’ First sock of the 
revue is furnished by Armstrong 
and the boy ensemble doing a girl 
number, ‘Damozelle,’ that has plenty 
of pantomimic comedy. 

Out of 20 songs in the produc- 
tion, four are prominent. These are: 
‘Rhyme or Reason,’ by John Rox 
and Hugh Berner; ‘Smoky Rhythm,’ 
by George Hickman; ‘To Like You 
Is to Love You,’ by George Grandee 
and J. K. Brennan; and ‘Music in 
My Heart,’ by Warburton Guilbert 
and June Sillman. ‘Modern Madri- 
gal,’ by Guilbert and Sillman, is a 
neat idea in production numbers, 
but valueless outside of this house. 

Dance routines are so-so, the best 
being the Rocky Twins’ ‘Dolly Sis- 
ters’ number. Top sequence has a 
park setting, with ‘Revolt of the 
Statues,’ a good sketch, and ‘Music 
in My Heart,’ delivered by the com- 
poser, Miss Sillman. A dramatic 
scene, ‘Rehearsal,’ gets over, and 
‘The Great American Drama’ shows 
Griffith to advantage as an old maid 
school teacher. Mae Madison looks 
cute in her two dance specialties, 
which are well done. Teddy Hart 
gets everything possible out of the 
comic scenes he is in. June Sillman’s 
voice, of the Libby Holman type, 
seems to be losing some of the music 
it once had. Her brother, who pro- 
duced the show, works hard through- 
out, but either repeats dances he 
has done in past shows or sings 
songs that are imitations of his old 
material, 

First act is the strongest of the 
three, and the other two can be 
combined for better effect. Show’s 
weakest point is in sketches. Pro- 
duction is necessarily skimpy and 
that goes fcr ensemble costumes, 
but individual gowns of the girls 
}are all up-to-the-moment, 





with a 
Buckler 


Virginia Sale’s Sketches 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Known in film circles for her 
character bits in pictures, Virginia 
Sale is attempting to do some of 
these clear-cut inpersonations in 
a series of stage sketches. She is 
breaking in the one-woman show 
around here and expects to take 
it on tour next fall, 

Miss Sale has chosen about a 
dozen impersonations, most of then 
calling for old maid types in which 
she was usually cast in films. The 
sketches are varied, however, one 
of her best being a dramatic de- 
piction of a department store clerk 
whose boy friend has done her 
wrong and then walked out. 

Another good sketch is Miss 
Sale’s opener, that of a_ school 
teacher going through the morning 
tooth »rush drill and other exer- 
cises with her class. A lecturer on 
personality, a woman travelling on 
the train with her child, and a blues 
singer of various periods since the 
‘90's are others of her best sketches. 
Miss Sale wrote all material her- 
self, and no fault could be found 
with the lines, 

In playing a grandmother of 80 
years or more, Miss Sale fails to 
impress. Also in her singing num- 
bers, she is not at her best, al- 
though in the blues impersonation 
her lack of voice is not noticeable 
because of the strong comedy ele- 
ment. 

Diseuse depends chiefly on com- 
edy rather than drama in her per- 
formance. Most of her characters 
are homely, everyday types known 
to an average audience. 

She changes costumes. several 
times during the evening, wearing 
wigs and appropriate hats and 
other articles to get over her char- 
acterizing. Miss Sale deserves 
credit for entering this difficult 
field, and shows enough ability to 
get her stuff across. 

Show runs 90 minutes including a 
short intermission. It was given 
at the Garden Court Apartments. 


FAMILY SKELETONS 


Minneapolis, May 18. 
Farce comedy in three acts by Rollin L. 
Smith. Produced by the Bainbridge dra- 
matic stock company at the Shubert thea- 
tre for one week, Directed and staged by 
John H. Dilson, 


This farce comedy, offered by the 
Bainbridge dramatic stock company 
for the first time on any stage, is 
a crude and amateurish effort bear- 
ing all the defects of a novice 
author. Its strivings to excite mer- 
riment are painfully strained and 
forced, the situations being far- 
fetched even for farce. 

‘Family Skeletons’ concerns the 
cormplications arising from a young 
wife's fling at night life during her 
husband’s absence. Husband is a 
prig of a paleontologist, scholarly, 
but stupid, more concerned about 
prehistoric animals than with his 
mate’s happiness. While he is away 
on a business trip she visits a night 
club in quest of a good time, be- 
comes tanked and is sent home in 
the company of a goofy French 
waiter. Unknown tc her, the waiter 
spends the night in her boudoir and 
when the husband returns unex- 
pectedly the next morning he is still 
among those present. 

The fun is supposed to be en- 
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STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 41) 


Also Will has about eight stooges 
planted around the house, but uses 
them in a quieter way than the 
average stooge manipulator. His 
lads are strictly a voice thing, wise- 
cracks, gags, but not for appear- 
ances. They're plants rather than 
stooges. It’s a good act. 

Norman Thomas Sextet, colored 
musikers and singers, are easy to 
take and send the show off to a 
fast finish. 

Stagehands at this house Friday 
night were either asleep or didn’t 
eare. A long wait between the 
third and fourth acts seemed un- 
necessary, and was repeated after 
the Demarest turn for even worse 
results. There must have been a 
couple hundred people in the aisles 
on the way out, figuring the show 
closed, when the curtain finally 
parted for the Thomas sextet. Kauf. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 19. 

Another good vaudeville show at- 

tached to a feature film of doubtful 
drawing power, ‘Below the Sea’ 
(Col) sives the Palace about the 
same sort of combo as last week. 
And last week, unfortunately, the 
gross wasn’t so nifty. 
Opening the entertainment is 
Four Queens. After the Four Kings 
and other hoofing quadruplets the 
Queens were bound to come along. 
While possibly remaining a femi- 
nine replica of a masculine type of 
act, the girls are, however, a peach 
of a turn in their own right. They 
are all nice-looking to start with, 
excellent tap dancers, and hard 
workers on top of it. Results were 
solid, and the act can be classified 
as speedy, classy and pretty. 

Keller Sisters and Lynch were 
a last-minute booking, replacing the 
Three Keys. In fact, the Palace 
bills are not only changed from day 
to day, but sometimes there are as 
many as ‘three to fill’ within a day 
or two of opening. That probably 
has somethin;; to do with salaries, 
the reluctance of acts to jump west 
without additional time.” No secret 
that those $5,000-$7,000 vaude bills 
of a year or so are forever forgot- 
ten. . 

James Barton seemed to have an 
entirely new turn. At least new 
around Chicago. A very good act, 
as is his habit. He occupied the 
trey with more characterization 
and singing than hoofing and 





gendered by the waiter’s bungling 
efforts to prevent the husband from 
learning about the wife’s escapade. 
Considering the material with 
which he had to work, John H. Dil- 
son did a good job in staging and 
directing-the play. Leading roles 
were well acted by Elinor Harriot, 
Donald Koehler, Jack Marvin, Ker- 
mit Rowe, Ruth Lee, Fred Sullivan, 
and Kathryn Card. ‘Family Skel- 
etons’ concluded a 40 weeks’ season 
for the Bainbridge company. 
Rees. 








Cleveland hotel room. 


the question. 


did not run a week—it ran and 


of seven months of rain. 





Inside Stufi—Legit 


Best laugh in ‘Goodbye Again’ (now, Plymouth, N. Y.) comes when one 
character is supposed to call New York by long distance 'phone in a 
It’s a burn-up call and the request is for Meridian 
1212, the number asked for, to learn what time it is. 

New York and Chicago are the only two cities in the country which 
have a special number on the same thing. 
the time, the operator is requested to plug in the ‘Time of day service’. 
That kills the laugh outside of New York, except Chicago. 

In New York 85,000 calls per day request the time. 
as many as 10,000 such queries at the same moment. Yet one girl answers 
She calls out the official time every 15 seconds through an 
amplifier, not knowing how many people may be listening. 
work but two hours daily. There are 27 girls trained for the job, although 
12 only are actually needed over a 24-hour period. 





Vigorous squawk from Lyon Mearson, who wrote ‘Our Wives’ in col- 
laboration with his wife, Lillian Day. 
stated the play was ‘a flop that lasted only one week’ (at the Booth, pre- 
sented by Tommy Brotherton and Abe Halle). 
‘Our Wife’, was not a flop. ‘It was one of the casualties of the depression, 
and the notices, with the exception of one or two of the more mis- 
guided and less artistically inclined critics, were very good indeed. 
ran 
which makes all the difference in the world if you are an author and 
every performance is precious to you.’ 


Sddie Cook, former g. m. for Winchell Smith and John Golden, is back 
from the northwest, cured of that country, he says, because of its season 
Cook represented the Erlanger interests and 
managed the Metropolitan theatre in Seattle. 
ground lease was the only rental requirement for the next 20 years, the 
house was permitted to revert to the first mortgagors. 

The Met was built in 1910 by Klaw & Erlanger and marked the begin- 
ning of the end as a theatre power in that section of the late John Cort. 


Report that H. B. Franklin is backer for Jed Harris’ productions listed 
for the coming season is denied by head of RKO’s theatre company. 
Franklin explained that he and Harris are friends and that there have 
been some personal dealings between them, but that he has no intention 
of becoming interested in legit production. 


In all other places, to obtain 


There have been 


Time girls 


He denies the ‘Variety’ item that 


Mearson states his play, 


We 


and ran for nearly three weeks. 


Although payment of the 





whammed 'em, Stuart and 
their own session and 
tently during earlier 
were a solid hoke hit. No need to 
comment on Keller Sisters and 
Lynch beyond the fact that their 
record for entertaining audienceg 
is unmarred. 

Ingenues girl band gave the bill 
an impressive windup. This is a 
handsomely - mounted production 
which in eye values alone quali- 
fies as useful to any bill. Currently 
two youngsters, Vilma and Buddy 
Ebsen, are sandwiched into the 
Ingenues turn, but just for the week 
and without belonging to the act. 
Booking office added them for the 
week possibly to take care of con- 
tractural obligations. They are 
from ‘Flying Colors,’ and it is no 
rap against the kids to say they 
are better for musicals than vaude- 


; Lash in 
intermit- 
appearanceg 


offered at. the Palace. Production 
numbers when uprooted from their 
proper setting and transplanted into 
vaudeville have a habit of seeming 
incomplete. It was easily apparent 
that this brother and sister have 
plenty of stuff, but their approach 
is not vaudeville. In consequence 
they didn’t whip up much lather as 
far as the peasants were concerned, 
Land, 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Worthy layout offered this first 
half and fitting the 40c scale. May- 
be some slight deprecation over the 
Anthony Trini band, which finales 
with soft, intimate music reminis- 
cent of the early Vallee era, but 
which apparently is behind the cur- 
rent hotcha musical demands. The 
four acts that precede have every- 
thing between them for amusement 
value, and while carrying no tre- 
mendous b.o. lure of themselves, in- 
dividually and collectively spell en- 
tertainment in a forceful way. 

Shouldn't be difficult for the Orph 
to make a good b.o. showing this 
first half, as a result. Program 
opens with Ora, femme aerialist, 
who delivers a starting punch. Then 
in from a ‘full’ stage to ‘one’ with- 
out difficulty as Cherry and June 
Presier, kids, have a show topper 
by themselves for practically every 
one of their 11 minutes. 

But even these kids utilize a ‘full’ 
setting for the younger and blonde 
girl's amazing acrobatic dance 
steps. However, what makes the 
show flow easily despite the many 
full-stage changes, two of them 
coming in later acts, is that only 
Ora’s turn requires any intricate 
mechanical paraphernalia. 

Radio Rogues, also in ‘full,’ have 
their piano and table setting with 
three stationary mikes, which have 
plenty of time to get set, during the 
return of the Preiser kids to a ‘one’ 
stage for a couple of closing num- 
bers. The Rogues have their own 
way, in the middle, working smooth- 
ly and fast without any delays to 
imitate about everybody that’s fae 
mous or near famous on the air, 
outside of Ed Wynn and Eddie 
Cantor. 

Bert Walton, using his familiar 
floor plant tenor, runs wild in next 
to finish, proving that this experi- 
enced performer hasn’t lost any of 
what it takes to please an audience 
thoroughly. It’s not so much what 
Walton does as how he does it, for 
some of the stuff isn’t altogether 
original. 

In the Trini band that closes are 
Marion Baylor, also Jerry and Turk. 
Miss Baylor, a pleasant stoutish 
looker, solos for a jump rope spe- 
cialty, performing on her toes. The 
boy-and-girl team do a dizzy Lindy 
hop. Okay as they go, but not far. 
On the screen end, besides the 
feature, is a Zasu Pitts-Thelma 
Todd short and newsreel. It's @ 
long show for the money, especially 
when compared to the vaudeless 
RKO 8s6th St., across the _ street. 
Here, when caught, the Orph offers 
a show just short of three hours for 
40c top. It also has quality this 
first half. The vaude runs to around 
74 minutes, and plenty, with the 
screen end taking 105, including 
trailers. 

Orph also plays around in an im- 
proved manner with its pit, which 
is under the direction of Earl Car- 
penter. Under him the boys deliver 
an overture, supposedly a musical 
description of certain New York 
sections, like ‘Sidewalks of New 
York’ for the East Side, ete. Car- 
penter additionally guitars a bit to 
satisfy, and in the Walton turn does 
some fair straight work for the 
comic. Shan. 





Skouras Scion Recruit 
To Yale’s Drama Course 


Athens, May 12. 


Anthaniccius Skouras, 18-year- 


old nephew of the Skouras [ros. 
is leaving here to enroll at Harvard 
next fall. He plans to study drama 

re ited 


in Workshop 47, the course « 
by Prof. Baker. 

Young Skouras is now an 4 
ant manager of the Attikon 
ing cinema here, operated by | 
trius Skouras, eldest of the treves 
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If AND MAYBE 


TAGS ON CHl. 
LEGITS 


Chicago, May 22. 
Rumors continue to outnumber 
pookings in the legit fleld with the 
opening of the World’s Fair no 


further away than this coming Sat- 
yrday (27). So far as New York is 
concerned, it’s apparently a case of 
waiting to see just what the Ex- 
position is going to mean to the 
loop legit. Meanwhile, reports of 
Chicago - sponsored and Chicago- 
uced shows are hazy. 

‘Peggy Behave,’ announced to open 
at the Selwyn, appears off after be- 
ing set back from May 14 to May 
21, and now without a date. Peggy 
Worth, its star-to-be, has been here 
for several weeks, but Lynn Over. 





man, the male lead, never left New | 


York for lack of tangible confirma- 
tion. Duke Jerome, promoter of 
special events in neighborhood film 
theatres around town, was down 15s 
preducer, but Pepsodent toothpaste 
was in the background somewhere. 
At least Pepsodent was frequently 
mentioned, although the proposed 
advertising tie-up was never clari- 
fied. 
Cut-Rate Chance 

Horac> Sistare, who exploited 
family Upstairs’ for 20 weeks, the 
season’s record, at the Cort, is ne- 
gotiating to move into the Selwyn 
with ‘Mary’s Other Husband,’ to be 
retitled ‘Hired Husbands.” James 
Spottswood and Harry Sistare, a 
veteran cut-rater, figures this at- 
traction could be pushed through 
the summer. 

Gavin Muir, who brought ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ to Chicago during 
the winter, may pilot a company of 
‘Three Cornered Moon’ for a World’s 
Fair run. Harry B. Herts is talking 
biz on behalf of an attraction called 
‘Annie Adams, Spinster,’ to feature 
Mabel Taliaferro. 


BOSTON MANAGER MUST 
PAY BY NOV. 15 OR ELSE 


Boston, May 22. 


More than 50 principals and 
chorines of Copley Light Opera Co., 
who had sung and danced the ‘Pay 
Day Pauline’ number in ‘No, No, 
Nanette’ as the troupe’s swan song, 
thronged into Judge Duff’s court 
Saturday (20) for the curtain call— 
a showdown in their complaints 
that promoters of the company 
owed them $2,000 in back pay. 

Lee Morrison and B. Wade Kirk- 
patrick were the defendants. They 
told Judge Duff they did owe the 
money but didn’t have the coin to 
make good. 

The singers and dancers had ex- 
pected a prompt pay-off, this being 
a continued hearing. Group in- 
cluded a score or more society girls 
from the Back Bay and Beacon Hill 
Bets. 

John B. Regan, State Labor 
deputy, acted as prosecutor; also as 
peacemaker. He explained to the 
Plaintiffs, Morrison and Kirkpatrick 
evidently did not have the cash, and 
hence it must be deferred payment. 

From bench the judge then ruled 
that Morrison and Kirkpatrick be 
Put on probation for six months, 
ordering them to use every means 
te dig up money due their former 
Players, 

Court se. the date as Nov. 15, 
Regan explaining if they didn’t pay 
they would have to go to jail. 


‘10 NIGHTS’ STARVES IN 
ONCE DRY NEW ENGLAND 


Barnet, Vt., May 22. 

A ‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room’ Co. 
went on the rocks here after a 
stormy week's trip of one-nighters 
through Vermont. Show opened to 
00d business at Waterbury, but 
Played the rest of the week’s stands, 
With the exception of Wolcott, at a 
loss, 

The performance at Hardwick 
Was called off after the house count 
revealed only six tickets sold at cur- 
tain time. Business here on Satur- 
day night grossed $3.35. The com- 
pany was composed of seven people, 
with two men on the advance, work- 


ing a week ahead and billing like a 
Circus. 














j 


| Gross disbursements. 








Stage Relief Problem 


Is Summer Distress 


The Stage Relief funa faces a 
problem in financing its work 
throve.}) 1! summer, WV Iie the 
fund was organized it was cimed 
to function up to April 1, but the 
period of emergency still exists and 
it is now certain that the fund will 
have to function throughout the 
summer, if possible. 

It is a matter cf obtaining more 
donations, With tho amount on 
hang it is estimated the fund can 
continue to make disbursements un- 
til about July 1. 

The difficulty in aranging legit 
show benefits is increasing because 
of the season's ending. Most of 
the dramas have given special Sun- 
day nights for the fund, in addition 
to those afternoons for the Actors’ 
Fund, but the musicals have not 
contributed. 

Relief fund officials stated they 
cannot understand the attitude of 
the musicals in light of the fact that 
it has aided many chorus girls. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ and ‘The Gay Di- 
vorce’ are the only two musical 
shows which gave benefit perform- 
ances, 

Board of goverrors named three 
additional members last week: Mrs. 
Osgood Perkins, Mrs. Otis Skinner 
and Robert Emmett Sherwood. 

Weekly statement up to last Fri- 
day (19): 


Previous contribs....... $58,188 


| Contribs week May 12...... 91 


$58,279 
46,172 


$12,107 


Total 


RD NS ocwseeseeces wabes 


PAR FINANCING ‘STAR’ 
DESPITE GUILD RULE 


Solution of the problem of pic- 
ture companies backing legit pro- 
duction despite the regulations bar- 
ring such participation, as set forth 
in the Basic Minimum Agreement, 


appears to have been found. New 
working arrangement pertains to 
‘Shooting Star,’ to be presented by 
Crosby Gaige, backed by Para- 
mount, 

Gaige sold his presumed half in- 
terest in the play’s picture rights to 
Par for $25,000, the money to be 
used in producing the show. Mana- 
gerial participation only applies if 
the show plays three weeks on 
Broadway, and in this case, if ‘Star’ 
is not performed for that period, as 
a minimum, Caige’s rights are out. 
So are Par’s. 

The Agreement expressly forbids 
backing of plays by picture people 
on the theory that it tends to hold 
down the amount bid for the rights. 
Gaige, however, put the plan up to 
the authors’ organization, pointing 
out that Par took a chance on 
whether it would actually secure 
the rights. He also contended that 
the restriction was hampering legit 
production by eliminating a rich 
field of backing. 

It was agreed that the longer the 
show played, the higher the amount 
for the picture rights, Par assenting 
to that understanding. Similar fea- 
ture accompanied the sale of the 
rights for ‘The Good Earth’ early 
this season, and it is believed that 
was the lure that led Guild to revise 
its ideas about picture money back- 
ing. 

‘Shooting Star’ is based on the life 
of the late Jeanne Eagels, and is 
due into the Selwyn about the mid- 
dle of June. ‘Grand Hotel’ was 
backed by Metro, the picture firm 
in that case drawing down excellent 
profits both from the share in the 
net grosses and the picture as well. 
Amount provided was about $37,000. 
The Agreement’s restriction was in- 
operative in that case, as the play 
was of foreign authorship. 








Mortgagee Buys Friars 


* Just 17 years to the day after the | 
Friars took possession of the Mon- 
astery on West 48th street, the 
clubhouse was sold Monday (22) | 
under foreclosure. Only one bid | 
was made, the Bank for Savings 
taking over the property for $200,- 
000, the amount of the first mort | 
gage which the institution held. | 
Previously the bank paid about | 
$65,000 for taxes and back interest. 

As indicated earlier, the Friars | 


will probably retain the Monastery 





quarters under a rental — 
ment with the bank. Understoo¢ 
the latter will also permit the | 


Friars ultimately to repurchase the 


clubhouse. 


Frisco Critic-Actors 
Want Pay for Repeat 





San Francisco, May 22. 


Those drama cricks of the Frisco 
dailies who turned actor for one 
night have set a price for any fu- 
ture personal appearances. Several 
approaches from club women for a 
repeat of their ‘Six Critics In Search 
of An Actor’ had the show panners 
figuring they were worth $300 per 

‘ght, with no takers so far. 

Writin’ boys and gals are Fred 
Johnson, ‘Call-Bulletin’; Claude La- 
Belle, ‘News’; Lloyd Thompson and 
Ada Banafin, ‘Examiner’; George 
Warren and Katherine Hill, ‘Chron- 
icle’ with Charlie Leonard, United 
Artists p.a., director, player of parts 
and offstage noises. 


UNIONS UKASE 
~ JOLTS “LADIES 


Clashing officers in the New York 
stage hands union and the inter- 
national body (1.A.T.S.E.) will prob- 
ably force ‘When Ladies Meet’ off 
at the Royale this week and may 
cause John Golden to abandon a 
summer of revivals. Approximately 
50 persons will lose hot weather em- 
ployment thereby. The actors and 
Equity appear to have been caught 
in the middle of a union argument. 

‘Ladies’ played the same house 


regularly during the season. Golden 
aimed to repeat the show at $1.10 
top under stock company rules. 
Players agreed te cancel run of the 
play contracts a week or two before 
the end of the season and stock con- 
tracts were substituted, okayed by 
Equity. Local No. 1 of the stage 
hands union recognized the changed 
status of the show, as did the I. A., 
seven men constituting the crew 
back stage, as against 15 when the 
show originally played that house. 

Middle of last week, three days 
after the show resumed, Fred 
Dempsey, secretary-treasurer of the 
I. A., stepped in and rescinded the 
stock rating given, insisting eight 
more men be engaged for the crew. 

It was the first time in 25 years 
that the local autonomy of the local 
(an angle stressed frequently in all 
theatre labor disputes in the past) 
has been superseded by the Inter- 
national. Richard French, general 
manager for Golden, asked Demp- 
sey to reconsider, the answer being 
that there can be no appeal from 
the order. French also went into a 
long huddle with the local’s council 
and the latter was to have sent a 
delegation to Dempsey for the same 
purpose. Early this week there was 
no change in the situation. 

Time after time this season re- 
vivals have been staged on Broad- 
way under stock conditions, oper- 
ating expenses being pared away 
down and such shows operating to 
some profit at cheap admissions. No 
explanation has been forthcoming as 
to the new stand by Dempsey in the 
matter of the Golden show. When 
he was told that a quick change 
would be eliminated, that props and 
electrical equipment would be rent- 
ed, as stocks generally do, Dempsey 
answered that it was ‘too late’. 

The yellow card for ‘Ladies’ as a 
road show called for 15 men back 
stage. It was claimed by French 
that the show was over-manned, he 
saying that Golden does not cut 
down on the crews when he has 
successes. 

Under stock rules nine perform- 
ances weekly are permitted without 
extra compensation to the players. 
However, a season of at least eight 
weeks is required by Equity, other- 
wise one-eighth extra is due the 
actors. One reason ascribed for the 
union action is that its contract 
does not similarly provide for con- 











ditions, should the status of a show 
be changed. 


FEET OF CLAY 
Hartford, May 22. 


Jobn Buckler, lead in ‘Justified 
Murder,’ which opened here, slipped 
and twisted his ankle as he was 
leaving an automobile in front of 
the stage door. 

After a quick examination by a 
doctor, Buckler was warned not to 
go on until treated. Despite warn- 
ings, the player appeared. He fin- 





‘fished up the week wearing a plaster 
4 cast. 


English Companies 





Author Blames ‘Moscow’ 
Flop on Its Producer 





Syracuse, May 22. 

Dr. John Noble Washburn of 
Syracuse University has only sym- 
pathy for New York’s critical fra- 
ternity who took his first dramatic 
brainchild, ‘They All Come to Mos- 
cow,’ for the season’s merriest ride 
last week. 
And no one, says Dr. Washburn, 
knows better than he just how bad 
the satirical comedy was as plared 
in the metropolis. Moreover, the 
Syracuse educator insists that he 
did all within his puwer to prevent 
the opening because of the damages 
made by the producer. 
‘The criticisms might have been 
worse had the play appeared as 
written by Mrs. Ruth Kennell and 
myself, but at least we could have 
had the consolation uf disagreeing 
with our critics,’ says Dr. Wash- 
burn. ‘Actually, we were unprepared 
for the extreme hostility of a few of 
the reviews, but we expected the 
criticisms to be adverse. 
‘The manager did not, in accord- 
ance with his contract, supply a 
cas. and a director who were ap- 
proved by us. The play was opened 
in spite of our protest before it was 
adequately rehearse” and even be- 
fore the stage business had been 
clearly worked out in parts—’a 
short, while the production was in a 
crude state of preparation. All we 
can do now is grin and bear it.’ 

This summer Dr. Washburn will 
stick to golf. 


HAMPDEN RENTS HOUSE 
TO GET IN SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, May 22. 

Planning his transcontinental tour 
last fall, Hampden penciled in a 
Syracuse play date although there 
wes no house then available for a 
touring attraction. 

Recently, he scanned the calendar 
and found himself approaching the 
Syracuse play dates, May 29-30, 
with still no theatre set, and no 
legit management i: the town, 

Determined to play the city re- 
gardless, Hampden sent a represent- 
ative here with directions to rent 
a house outright if that was the 
only way. It was. So Hampden 
will do ‘Caponsacchi’ the 29th and 
‘Hamlet’ the 30th at the Empire, the 
house scaled at $2.50 top for the 
engagement. 

For the two nights, George A. 
Chenet, formerly Shubert represent- 
ative here, returns to show busi- 
ness as house manager. 

Clayton Hamilton lectures on be- 
half of Hampden at local schools 
and the university today and to- 
morrow. 


DE ROHAN IN LINE FOR 
YALE WORKSHOP BERTH 


New Haven, May 22. 

Conditions seem to favor Pierre 
de Rohan for the post of second in 
command at the Yala drama work- 
shop left vacant by the death last 
week of Prof. Lee Wilson Dodd. 

De Rohan was dramatic critic of 
the New Haven ‘Register’ when 
Prof. George Pierce Baker moved 
from Harvard to Yale and by his 
writings made a fight for a big-time 
drama departmentin Yale. His cam- 
paign made him a multitude of 
friends in Yale, and for this reason 
he now has support for the work- 
shop post of men in the Yale cor- 
poration and on the faculty. 

De Rohan has lived in Europe a 
good deal since 1931 making a survey 
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American Troupes Alone Escape Red 


Toronto, May 22. 
Closing legit season has been the 
worst in the experience of Canadian 
producers, a survey shows. For the 
first time in the Dominion’s the- 
atrical history, the English compan- 
ies have not had a profitable season. 
Situation is blamed on general busi- 
ness conditions and the fact that 
low wheat prices in the West re- 
stricted the spending power of the- 
atregoers. 


Although the western route was 
practically barren of legit entertain- 
ment, eastern Canada had little 
complaint, but business was not 
spectacular. Only companies to net 
fair grosses were American, particu- 


larly in the musical field. These 
included ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ and 
revivals of ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 


‘Merry Widow,’ ‘Student Prince’ and 
‘Blossom Time.’ Fair success at- 
tended such legit offerings as 
‘Green Pastures,’ ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ and ‘Counsellor-at- 
Law.” 

Jacob Ben-Ami and Stella Adler, 
however, did very nice business with 
‘Liliom’ and ‘He Who Gets Slapped.’ 
Pair did three weeks in Yiddish but 
Canadian preference for names 
brought in the patrons whether or 
not they understood the language. 
Aaron Lebedeff of the Second Ave- 
nue theatre, New York, also had two 
g00d weeks in Toronto in Jewish 
musical comedy. 


Better South of Line 


Of the visiting British troupes, 
the Colbourne-Jones company had 
the greatest success but nothing like 
the box office take of other seasons. 
They did the Theatre Guild produc- 
tions of Shaw’s ‘Apple Cart’ and 
‘Too True to Be Good,’ This was 
the only company, with the excep- 
tion of Sir Harry Lauder’s, to do 
the trans-Canada route. Business 
was not startling, however, until the 
company went into the United 
States at Seattle. South of the 
boundary, the American Theatre So- 
ciety and the Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion lists helped considerably, the 
troupe doing six weeks in Frisco, 
two in Philly and two in Boston as 
high-lights of the 26-week tour. Ten 
weeks at close of season were can- 
celled, it is claimed, because man- 
agers refused to pay for 15 stage- 
hands. 

Of the other English visiting com- 
panies, the Aldwych Players with 
‘Rookery Nook’ and ‘Cuckoo in 
the Nest’ chose the worst year 
in history and it marked bad 
judgment on the part of Jack 
Minster’s first managerial ven- 
ture. In any other year, the Ben 
Travers farce offerings would have 
been’ successful. Company did 
fairly well in the east but feared 
conditions in the prairie provinces 
and sailed for England. Percy 
Hutchison, who did well in trans- 
Canada tours of other years, brought 
over the late Edgar Wallace’s ‘The 
Green Pack’ and did not essay the 
western part of the tour after see- 
ing what the company did in 
Montreal, Toronto and the maritime 
provinces. One point is that the 
choice of plays brought to Canada 
this season by English companies 
was not up to the standard of other 
years. Lack of names also proved 
a draw-back in a country where 
theatregoers want to know who 
they are going to see. 


COAST’S SLUMP AT B. 0. 
DETOURS ULRIC SHOW 


The route for ‘Hard Boiled Angel,’ 
which Arch Selwyn recently opened, 
has been changed. Coast bookings 
are out, due to mediocre grosses 
registered there recently. The 











ij balm because he has clung to it. 


of foreign pictures and radio, and | Lenore Ulric show is now slated 
upon his return intended to estab- | for a two-week stay at Cohan’s 
lish a little magazine devoted to | Grand, Chicago, following ‘Pigeons 
criticism when conditions warranted | and People’ next week. Added time 
such a venture. | possible, with the show now dated 


| to open on Broadway Aug. 5. 
Wilson Collison author of ‘Angel,’ 
Wants Car for Balm 
Hollywood, May 22. 





|jcined the show ir Pittsburgh last 
| week, sticking to round the per- 


Anne Westcott, who filed a di- | formance and to write in a new 
vorce suit against Gordon Westcott | third act. Ian Keith left ‘Best Sell- 
recently, has started another action | ers’ (Morosco, N. Y.) and replaced 
against the actor, this time in Mu- | Walter Armitage, Jessie Royce 
nicipal court. Landis going in for Cartherine Dale 

She’s after the family car, which | Owen this week. 
she claims as her own. Says it’s | ‘Angel’ split last week between 
worth $500 and also wants $100 as | Pittsburgh and Cleveland approxi- 





mating a gross of $9,500. 
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London, May 22. 


‘The Late Christopher Bean,’ Gil- 
bert Miller's production of a French 
play already seen in New York this 
geaso.:, opened and became a sen- 
gational hit immediately. It’s a dif- 
ferent adaptation than the one seen 
in New York and has a faultless 
cast. Figured to be about the big- 
gest hit London has seen in some 
time. 

‘Music In the Air’, a musical that 
also is from across the Atlantic, is 
another of this week’s openings that 
has every indication of being a huge 
success. It is brilliantly cast and 
produced. 

Specs made big buys for both 
shows immediately after opening. 


Nazi Police’s Belated 
Scruples Stop B. 0. Hit 


Berlin, May 3. 

Trude Hesterbert was just about 
to play the Stuttgart Schauspiel- 
haus with the last Oscar Strauss 
operetta ‘Eine Frau Die Weiss Was 
Sie Will’ (A Woman Who Knows 
What She Wants’). Show has been 
stopped by the political police on 
the ground that ‘it is beneath any 
decent standard.’ 

The very same_ show, starring 
Fritzy Massary, had been one of 
the biggest Berlin b.o. hits last 
season, and it has. since been 
played equally successfully else- 
where, with Miss Hesterberg in the 
star part. 


French Players Aid 


German Nazi Exiles 


Paris, May 13. 

The Committee for the Defense 
and Protection of Jews Persecuted 
in Germany, recently formed in 
Paris, has enlisted the sympathy 
and aid of many members of the 
screen and stage worlds, here, and 
many volunteers have offered their 
services for the gala benefit for 
Jewish refugees now in France, 
which will be held one night next 
week at the Folies Dramatiques. 

Among those who will appear are: 
Marie Dubas, Gaby Morlay, Mauri- 
cet, Pierre Dac, Andre Roanne, and 
a long list of others. The first Yid- 
dish talkie ever made, ‘Oncle Moses’, 
from the novel by Scholom Asch, 
will be a feature of the program as 
well as shorts and newsreels con- 
tributed by Universal Films. Sev- 
eral of the younger players from 
current stage successes will sell 
programs, 





Vienna ‘Barretts’ Dies 


Vienna, May 12. 

Rudolf Besier’s play, ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street,’ translated by Felix 
Salten, had a dismal reception at its 
cpening in the Akademie theatre. 

The piece, retitled ‘The Enemy 
of Love,’ had lost all its delicateness 
and original charm in the process of 
translation and presentation in Ger- 
man. The audience was bored stiff 
anc. occasionally woke to a protest- 
ing titter at some of the heavy doses 
of sentiment. 

The official announcements have 
it that Rudolf Bessie is the author. 
Nobody seems to know that the au- 
enGrc reat r=me 13. : a 





Gordon Has Mex. Troupe 
Paris, May 13. 

The Mexican National Troupe, a 
group of 75 singers, dancers and 
musicians who have been appear- 
ing in South America and North 
Africa, in an all-Mexican revue en- 
titled ‘Lupe Rivas Cacho,’ are ar- 
riving here from Tunis next Fri- 
day. 

Charles K. Gordon, now active on 
this side, has signed contracts 
with Luis G. Blanco, manager of 
the troupe, and will present the at- 
traction at the Theatre de l’Av- 
enue, for an indefinite run, begin- 
ning the last week of this month. 





* 
Coercion 
Brussels, May 13. 

A gymnastic club in a small Bel- 
gian town has. circularized the 
principal citizens begging for 
funds, the appeal ending with: 

‘If these are not forthcoming we 
shall be obliged to organize a con- 
cert.’ 


Chris Bean, ‘Music in the hi Two 


Prompt London Successes from U.S. 





Mina B. Van Dyk Dies 


The Hague, May il. 

Mrs. Mina Buderman van Dyk, 
formerly a very popular operetta 
star in Holland, died in Amsterdam 
at 81. 

Though she had magnificent offers 
from abroad, she stayed at home. 
With her, another of the old guard 
in stageland passed away. 


Mussolini’s Next Play 
Werner Krauss Vehicle 


Berlin, May 13. 


Werner Krauss’ lead in Musso- 
lini’s ‘Napoleon’ drama has. pleased 
the Roman dictator to such an ex- 
tent that he has decided to write 
another play for the German star, 
Subject chosen in the death of 





Caesar. 
Krauss, just back from a long 
interview with Mussolini, is ret- 


icent about what he and the Duce 
had to tell each other. Only quo- 
tation he authorizes is his remark 
to the Duce that he considers him 
‘the only lion to be allowed at 
large in the civilized world,’ a com- 
pliment, of course. 


Vaud for Regal 
London, May 13. 


The Regal Cinema, Marble Arch, 
built by A. E. Abrahams, and 
leased to John Maxwell four years 
ago at $160,000 per annum, is like- 
ly to change hands in the fall. 
Maxwell, at the moment, does 
not think of renewing the lease. 
Lease expires in September, with 
Abrahams (figuring on changing 
policy to continuous vaudeville. 


‘Pastures’ Pinch-Hitting 
For Stockholm ‘Electra’ 


Stockholm, May 11. 

Eugene O'Neill's "Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ turned out a great 
success at the Royal Dramatic the- 
atre in Stockholm, with Tora Eeje 
in the mother’s role and Lars Han- 
son, of Hollywood fame, as the son. 
After some 20 performances with 
completely sold-out houses. the 
play had to be temporarily taken 
off on account of illness of Martha 
Ekstrom, who played the daugh- 
ter. 

‘Green Pastures’ was taken up 
again, alternating with ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ until Gerhardt Haupt- 
mann’s ‘Vor Sonnenuntergang’ 
(‘Before Sunset’) had its premiere, 
but this latter play scored only a 
mild success. 

Electra will be taken up again 
in the fall when the new season 
starts. 

Another legit success in Stock- 
holm is ‘Musical Chairs,’ which has 
played the small Branche theatre 
for three months. Esther Roeck- 
Hansen and Gostar Rydeberg ore 
the leads. 


London Show World 





London, May 13. 


Another sign of revival in Lon- 
don is the price of shares in the 
well known corporations. 

The Savoy Hotel shares which, 
a few months ago, were quoted at 
$3 are now $5; Gordon Hotel shares 
increased during the current year 
from 43 cents to $1; Carlton Hotel 
from $1.65 to $3. 


Barrie Mss Sold 
At an auction in aid of charity 
the Mss of Barrie’s ‘Shall We Join 
the Ladies? fetched $1,600, while 
John Galsworthy’s ‘The First and 
the Last’ went for $680. 





Roach Reconsiders 
Hal Roach has given up the idea 
of producing pictures here, now or 





Wotta Swap Diplomacy 
Wishes on Hungarians 








BERLIN TO SEE DRAMA 
BY NAZI, DR. GOEBBELS 


Berlin, May 12. 


Dr. Goebbels, famous Nazi min- 
ister, has written a play called 
‘The Wanderer.’ Production has 
been scheduled for Sept. 15 in the 
Komodienhaus, formerly a_ Rein- 
hardt theatre, and lately taken 
over by Hans Nachreiner. 
Heinrich George and Friedrich 
Kayssler are to play leads in the 
ministerial opus. Dr. Goebbels, by 
the way, had authored a novel and 
some poetry before he plunged into 
politics. 

In fact he started out as a stu- 
dent of literature in Heidelberg, a 
pupil of Professor Gundolph, who 
died recently, and whose real name 
was Gundelfinger. If he were still 
alive, being a Jewish professor, he 
would now be expelled. 











‘Variety’ Panned in Germany 





(Continued from page 13) 
have been the result of cabled dis- 
patches from American agents of 
the Nazis, summarizing the text of 
the ‘Variety’ story. 

Story Written in N. Y. 

This ‘Variety’ story was written 
in New York, and did not come from 
any of ‘Variety's’ regular foreign 
correspondents, as a regular news 
dispatch. 
It may be noted in this paralleled 
reply by the Nazi-controlled film 
trade paper, that Item No. 3 (of the 
seven which were detailed), does not 
endeavor to refute the statements 
that all film companies, German and 
American, were served with Nazi 
orders to fire all Jews. As a result 
Ufa let out Eric Pommer, its gen- 
eral production head. The ‘Film- 
Kurier’ reply only dwells on Pom- 
mer’s relinquishment of his duties, 
stating he had requested to be re- 
lieved as far back as June, 1932. 
A progressive trade daily, ‘Film- 
Kurier’ publisher, Weiner, at one 
time had requested ‘Variety’s’ then 
traveling foreign correspondent to 
permit his son, Lucien Mandelik- 
Weiner (Paris-born and English- 
educated), to come to New York 
and attach himself to the office of 
‘Variety,’ as a courtesy to absorb 
American trade journalism methods. 
The expose article on ‘Variety’ fol- 
lows: 


New Lies in ‘Variety’ 

‘One of the least scrupulous 
‘international’ film newspapers, 
the American weekly ‘V>riety,’ 
has been well known for a long 
time to exaggerate even the 
most unlikely rumors, fcr the 
sole purpose of creating sensa- 
tion, to bluff its readers, to up- 
set the film trade and to excite 
artists. 

‘Such nonsensical sensations 


have often been spread by 
‘Variet'’ in the past couple of 
years, frequently about Ger- 
many, just eccording to the 


mood of the paper and its Ber- 
lin correspondent, whose opin- 
ion could always be bought 
cheaply. 

‘The National Socialist revolu- 
tion has been fertile ground for 
this type of bluff j-urnalists 
and publishers of the worst type 
since the early days of March, 
the purpose being to snread un- 
true rumors which found credu- 
lous readers in America and 
even in Europe, outside of Ger- 
many, with a great part of their 
‘international’ readers for the 
simple reason that these indi- 





viduals wish every imaginable 


unhappiness on the new Ger- 
many. 

‘It is significant that this sort 
of publication is not interested 
in the truth about Germany, 
not interested in the new film 
reform, in the interest shown by 
the State for the coming cre- 
ative film art, but solely in the 
question of what will happen 
to film-Jews. 

‘Even on this point ‘Variety’ 
is not satisfied to depict the 
true situation the way it is pic- 
tured in every German news- 
paper; or even if it wishes to 
be pro-Jewish, to be cautious 
to a certain degree in its judg- 
ment of German circumstances, 
but just goes ahead lying to 
such a degree that it is really 
comical for somebody who 
knows the real situation in Ber- 
lin. This point of view of the 
American film publication will 
not be able to make things easy 
for its ‘white-haired boys.’ 

‘The May 2 edition of this 
newspaper carries another edi- 
torial against the hated Nazis, 
with the headline, ‘Nazis Back- 
ing Down?’ 

‘The backing down of the 
Nazis is proved by the fact that 
HERR ERICH POMMER HAS 
BEEN REINSTATED WITH 
THE UFA. This is supposed to 
be the rumor all over New York. 
All information about Germany 
is said to come by secret chan- 
nels to New York. Via the re- 
engagement of Herr Pommer 
with Ufa, the American news- 
paper reports, the anti-Jewish 
sentiment in Germany, and 
especially in German film cir- 
cles, has let down and has re- 
ceived its first message of re- 
treat. It is reported that Herr 
Pommer has accepted his re- 
engagement immediately and 
has reported back *- work. 

‘We, in Germany, know that 
this news is COMPLETELY 
UNTRUE and has no founda- 
tion. 

‘But if the attention of ‘Vari- 
ety’ is constantly focused on 
Herr Eric Pommer, as the ex- 
ponent of the Jewish film in- 
ternationale, we cannot help 
thinking that, in this particular 
case the wish is father to the 
thought, and that these untrue 
and upsetting news items have 
been launched by emigrant cir- 
cles and personalities in Paris. 

‘It is practically certain that 
‘Variety's’ latest Berlin corre- 
spondent, Herr Heinrich Fraen- 
kel, who acquired this position 
through a comical fake, is al- 
ready among the emigrants. 
This gentleman made sure to 
buy himself a ticket to London 








and will forset about return- 


Sofia, May 10. 


Bulgaria recently barred Hun-/| 
garian dancing girls. Seems that | 
Bulgarian gardeners come to Hun- 
gary every summer to take care of 
the big estates. So the Hungarian | 
saneont reovaliated with an edict 
barring the gardeners. 

Big fuss. But everything patched 
up now. The Magyar danseuses 
are back in the Bulgar cafes and the 
Bulgarian gardeners work in Hun- 
gary. 

Hungary wins out, 
the exchange, The Romany dancers 
everage about $20 a week; the. 
gardeners get half as much. 


HOVE 


however, on 





Pavilion Going Dark | 
Pending Improvements | 





London, May 22. 

The Pavilion goes dark July 15 
for five months during which time 
the house will be completely re- 
constructed. About $250,000 will be 
spent in the redecoration, 

A. E. Abrams, who has been the 
theatres’ lessee for 31 years, is in- 
vesting heavily on the improve- 
ments. He hasn't figured out yet 
what kind of policy the house will 
go for, however. 


Grock Wins Suit 


Paris, May 13, 


Grock, French clown, won his case 
before the Industrial Arbitration 
court against his partner, Max Van 
Emden, concerning dissolution of 
partnership, 

Max, who had been with Grock 
for 17 years, had been suing for 
200,000 francs damages because 
Grock had severed their partnership 
in February, 1932. The lawyer for 
Grock—whose real name is Adrian 
Wetaek—pleaded that there was no 
actual contract and the court de- 
creed that Max had no grounds for 
a suit. 


Tourneur’s Next Two 
Paris, May 13. 

Maurice Tourneur is at work at 
the Pathe-Nathan Joinville studios 
making tests for his next two pro- 
ductions., 

One, a comedy entitled ‘Lidoire’ 
is an adaptation of the play of the 
same name by Courteline and will 
star Fernandel, who appeared in 
Tourneur’s ‘The Merry Squadron’ 
(‘Les Gaieties de 1 Escadron')—the 
other is an intense drama, ‘The 
Mysterious Man’ (‘L’Homme Mys- 
terieux’) by Andre de Lorde. Casts 
for now being selected and pro- 
duction starts around May 20. 





ing—and we are not going to 
shed any tears on his loss. (Ed. 
note—Heinrich Fraenkel has 
since returned to Berlin, his 
home, to clear himself of any 
charges, as the story was writ- 
ten in New York and did not 
emanate from him or any other 
foreign correspondent). 

‘It seems to be unnecessary 
to go into more details about 
this publication and its false re- 
ports. More news of idiotic 
events, more lies—they are only 
caused by the cynical and lying 
tactics of such a publication, 
with its complete lack of knowl- 
edge about the new Germany 
and National Socialism, with its 
recreative power for new film 
art. All we can do is regret 
this type of journalism of an 
old world, because we, here in 


ever. On his scouting arou 
found very little to interest ‘hine 
and what he did like he found 
hooked up with other concerns and 
not available for some time. 
Suggestions in newspapers that he 
would produce a picture later ig 
just a stall. At present he is tour- 
ie ag Continent. If he finds any- 
ng he will use it f 
productions. ~~ —— 


No Equity Arbitrator 
British Actors’ Equity May 11 re. 
jected the suggestion that the 
Board of Trade be requested to ap. 
point an arbitrator to draft the 
— of a standard form of con- 
ract. 





On the Spot 

His friends are amused at the 
mess into which a noted London 
theatre man has landed. Some 
years ago he nominally made over 
his bankroll to his wife, so as to 
prevent his losing it in the event of 
a crash. 

Just lately the wife found out the 
lad was stepping out with a chorine, 


; and put the screws on by doling out 


only $50 pocket money a week. He 
can’t do a thing about it. 


Karloff’s Cricket 

Boris Karloff, having finished ‘The 
Ghoul’ for Gaumont-British, for 
which he came over from the States, 
will probably stay and do another 
for the same company. 

Karloff got so much publicity in 
England over that Hollywood cricket 
team that now he has to make good. 








Banks to Renew 
Monty Banks, whose contract with 
B.1.P. is up at the conclusion of the 
Thelma Todd picture, has had offers 
from every British film company, 
most of them at increases. 
Possibility is that he will renew 
with BLP. The comedian, who 
made his earlier films in Hollywood, 
has been B.I.P.’s most consistent 
b.o. director. 





Embassy Group Prospers 

Embassy theatre group, which 
started a year ago in Swiss Cottage 
with a capital of $400, has since paid 
out $100,000 in wages alone, is just 
at present the most vital group in 
the whole English theatre. 

‘Ten Minute Alibi’ (which was 
their discovery) is running success- 
fully at the Haymarket, and 
‘Caesar’s Friend,’ religious play by 
Campbell Dixon, at the Piccadilly. 
In addition they plan West-Ending 
their next production, ‘Sometimes 
Even Now,’ in which Basil Dean has 
an interest. 

Sunday shows they have planned 
include a Sudermann comedy and @ 
Gertrude Lawrence show. 


Exhib Co-operation? 

There looks small hope of British 
exhibitors agreeing to a solid stand 
against renters on high percentage. 
As much as 60-40 has been asked 
and got in the past, and efforts are 
now being made to get the C.E.A. 
(exhibs association) to stand firm 
at a 40% limit. No sooner was the 
idea advanced than exhibitors made 
it quite plain they would still out- 
bid the next man for the right pice- 
ture. 








No Eilers B.1.P. 

Fox arranged a press reception at 
the Dorchester to Sally Eilers, of- 
ficially here on holiday, but obvi- 
ously ready to make a picture for 
Gaumont-British if the Minstry of 
Labor gives the okay. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon were 
over for B.1L.P. and original idea was 
to stage one reception for all three. 
At the last minute Fox sent word 
that Miss Bilers would not be 
available. 





At Leicester Square 

Only important newcomer at 
Leicester Square theatre, week of 
May 8, is Edmonde Guy, French 
femme, who used to be one of the 
stars in the Palace, Paris, revues. 
She has been out of show business 
for a while, and only recently re- 
turned, with Spadaro, the French 
comic, as her partner. Over here 
she is partnered by Roger Dann, 
a French juvenile, with the Jacke 
son girls, the house group, in sup- 
port. Girl has personality and sings 
fairly. The Dann boy looks like 
picture material. 

Neil McKay is only one of the 
locals who impressed very favorably. 
Vardel brothers out after second 
show, one of them suffering a broken 
shoulder. This is their third acci- 
dent in a few months. ‘Ballyhoo,’ 
occupying best part of the bill, im 
second and final week. 





Jarratt’s Alibi 
Arthur Jarratt, the Gaumont- 
British film booker, admits he mad@ 
a mistake in not booking two Amer- 
ican films for his circuit, ‘King 
Kong’ and ‘Kid from Spain.’ 
In the first instance, the loss was 





Germany, have created a new 
world.’ 


due to Radio insisting on 50/50, in- 
stead of 33%. In the latier case, 
United Artists insisted he take tw? 


other of the firm’s releases. 
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3200 Film Seats Join Chi Legit; 
Pigeons’ $12,000; Piccoli’ $10,000 


Chicago, May 22. 

Although grosses in the picture 
theatres were generally off last 
week the legit did fairly well around 
town. And that’s no novelty. 

George M. Cohan’'s intermission - 
Jess caper, ‘Pigeons and People 
ged in with a swanky $12,000 
h the aid of a couple of big buys 


wit 
m lodges of Hibernian sym- 
wathies. Remembering the $2.20 as- 


ent this gross is a most re- 
etal salute to Cohan who in- 
cidentally laid an egg on his last en- 

gement before ‘Pigeons. 

Ethel Barrymore’s ‘An Amazing 
Career’ proved over-scaled at $2.75 
and the attendance suffered, al- 
though the balcony was well pa- 

ed. 
vg ee Boiled Angel,’ by Wilson 
Collison, will serve to bring Lenore 
Ulric into town May 30 at the 
Grand. That's the only immediate 
pooking officially set. There are 
half a dozen projected Chicago pro- 
auctions but the missing ingredient 
jn such possibilities these days is 
mazuma. It has a deleterious ef- 


fect. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘An Amazing Career,’ Harris (F-1, 
084; $2.75) (2d, final. week). Barry- 
more ‘piece stayed two weeks. 
Good opening week but off on sec- 
ond. One $600 night reported. Main 
floor at wrong price for Chicago. 

‘Family Upstairs,’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (21st week). May not have 
reached $3,000; Horace Sistare back 
with production after being out two 
weeks. Will try to force through 
June. 

‘On the Make,’ Garrick (F-1,276; 
$2.20) (5th week). Depending al- 
most altogether upon those gim- 
icked special courtesy passes with 
a $1.10 ‘service’ on them. Keeping 
the printer busy turning out paper 
and depending on law of average. 
Enough to pay everybody salaries 
and a profit. Maybe $4,000. Prob- 
ably not $500 straight sale weekly. 

‘Nuts to You,’ Oriental (R-3,200; 
$1.65). Opened Friday (19) to near 
sell-out, or $3,200 for performance. 
Can gross around $38,000; expect 
around 26,000 first week and 
should have its due effect upon the 
loop. $12,000 over week-end. Two 
performances a day and not under 


Equity. In for two weeks but third 
week possible. Couthoui bought 300 
a night. 


‘Piccoli,’ Erlanger (C-1,318; $2.20) 
(2d week). Marionette show doing 
surprisingly well for Chicago; in 12 
performances reported near $10,000, 
plenty of profit. Highbrows and 
children form the bulk of patron- 
age but word-of-mouth may lure 
geome mugegs. e 

‘Pigeons and People,’ Grand (C- 
1,207; $2.20) (24 week). Limited to 
fortnight; first week brushed $12,- 
000, very good. Cohan reasserted 
his sovereignty here with this at- 
traction. 

‘Riddle Me This,’ Princess (D-958; 


$2.20) (6th week). Cutrating to 
around $3,000, enough to sustain 
small cast with house hook-up 
economical. 


‘Shuffle Along,’ Illinois (R-1,335; 
$2.20) (4th week). Using plenty of 
service passes and getting enough 
to go on; show controlled by local 
department store tycoons. 


CAST CHANGES 


Ian Keith goes to Milwaukee to 
replace Walter Armitage in ‘Hard- 
boiled Angel.’ He will be replaced in 
‘Best Sellers’ by Rex O’ Malley. 

‘Maurice Manson has replaced Tom 
Paradise in ‘They All Come To Mos- 
cow.’ 


a 








There Must Be a Reason 
If Such Prominent 
People Carry Annuities 


(Arranged 





alphabetically) 


JACK DEMPSEY 
W. C. FIELDS 
WILLIE HOWARD 
JOHN CHARLES THOMAS 
BILLY JONES AND 
ERNIE HARE 
LITTLE BILLY 
BEATRICE LILLE 
HAROLD LOYD 
J. HAROLD MURRAY 
“BABE” RUTH 
WILL ROGERS 
“CHIC” SALE 
VIVIENNE SEGAL 
NED WAYRURN 
BERT WHEELER 


It will cost no more to own In- 
surance which fits your case per- 
fectly than to buy misfit Insur- 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Av., New York City 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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$4,000 in Four Shows. 


Nixon's $4,000 for Lenore Ulrie’s 
three-day engagement in ‘Hard- 
Boiled Angel’ last week more a 


tribute to star’s popularity than to 
any particular play strength. New 
piece had a sell out matinee, with 
femmes predominant. 

New third act went into ‘Hara- | 
Boiled Angel’ here on eve of show's 
departure for Cleveland. Three-day 
stands in Detroit and Milwaukee. | 
and then Chicago for 


Ulric Gets Pittsburgh | 





: what is 
hoped will be a run. 
Legit season about washed up 
here, with Hampden’s two-day 


engagement this week. 


LAW, $5,200, 
PROFIT IN L. A. 





Los Angeles, May 22. 

‘Dinner at Eight’ closed a seven 
week run at the Belasco, with the 
last stanza a strong $7,900. Last 
week built up about a grand over 
the previous week. House will re- 
main dark for a fortnight, then Bel- 
asco and Curran’s coast production 
of ‘Music in the Air.’ 

‘Counsellor-at-Law’ got $5,200, 
profitable for the fifth week. Ex- 
tra advertising campaign figures to 
hold the piece for another two 
weeks, then ‘One Sunday -Afternoon,’ 
with Charles Farrell in the top spot. 
‘The Middle Watch,’ co-operative 
production at the Music Box, drew 
$1,700 on the week. Means that the 
cast split about $600, which is not 
bad. 

Coast revival of ‘The Only Girl 
opened at the Biltmore, Monday 
(15), to a good crowd of Victor 
Herbert fans. Intimate musical 
has Charlotte Lansing, Guy Robert- 
son and John Sheehan featured. At 
$1.50 top, first stanza grossed $7,- 
500, which had the _ producers, 
Heidecker & Matlock, walking on 
air. Figured to follow this with a 
season of Herbert shows. 

‘Business Before Pleasure,’ the 
Carr brothers production with the 
pair starred, was scheduled to open 
at the Hollywood Playhouse on a 
co-op basis Wednesday (17). Stock- 
holders in the floppo Guaranty 
Trust of Hollywood were holding 
meetings -in the theatre all week, 
necessitating the postponement of 
the play’s opening until tomorrow 
(Tues.). Eddie Lambert's ‘Jig Saw’ 
revue, also co-op, is slated to open 
at the Music Box next Monday | 
(29), following the closing of ‘Mid- | 
dle Watch.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ El Capitan 
(5th week) (CD-1,571-$1.65). Clos- 
ing notice is up, but with $5,200 in 
the till for last week, Henry Duffy 
will continue for another two weeks. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Belasco (7th 
and final week) (CD-1,103-$2.75). 
Folded to $7,900, ending a profitable 
run here. Opened in San Francisco 
today (Mon.). House goes dark 
for two weeks, then ‘Music in the 
Air.’ 

‘The Middle Watch,’ Music Box 
(83rd week) (C-965-$1.65). Fed and 
bedded the co-op cast and producer, 
George K. Arthur, at $1,700. | 

‘The Only Girl,’ Biltmore (ist 
week) (M-1,656-$1.65). Herbert fans 
rallied round the flag for $7,500, 
with the producers sold on a season 
of light opera. 








Pittsburg’s Summer Civic 
Pittsburgh, May 

Backed by members of the Pitts- | 
burgh Drama league and managed | 
by M. E. Fierst, identified with the | 


99 


Wer | 


Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Shooting Star’ (Crosby 
Gaige) Selwyn. 

“Under Canvas’ (‘Fly by 
Night’) (Chas. E. Sullivan) 


Belmont. 
“Shady Lady’ (Harry Meyer) 











(erly Bayne. 


Cleve. Hanna to Open 
Dollar Stock June 4 


Cleveland, May 22. 
anna Players, organized by 
George Fox and Harland Fend, 
launching career at Hanna June 4 
with Rachel Crothers’ ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ at $1 top. Will be lowest- 
priced stock in years. 

Guest stars to include Isabel Bar- 
ing, Walter Wilson, Ruth Gates, 
Frank McNellin, Douglas MacPher- 
son and William Carey. Producers 
also dickering for Taylor Holmes in 
‘That’s Gratitude, Hal Skelly in 
‘Barlesque,’ Dorothy Gish and Bev- 





Harland Fend, who will be busi- 
ness manager, is an ex-newspaper- 
man who has press agented local 
Loew, RKO aad indie Allen houses. 
Recently dived into theatricals by 
promoting ~aude-film show at 
Hanna during union strike. George 
Fox, formerly associated with Rob- 
ert McLaughlin’s stock at Ohio, to 
direct and act. 


Current Road Shows 


Week May 22 


‘Alien Corn,’ Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Broadway Rhapsody,’ Natchez, 
Miss., May 23; Alexandria, Ala., 24; 
Lafayette, 25; Suburban Gardens, 
New Orleans, 27 (two weeks). 

‘Caponsacchi’ and ‘Hamlet,’ Audi- 








torium, Columbus, May 22-23; 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, 24-25; Rajah, 
Reading, 26; McCarter, Princeton, 
ie a . A 
‘Dinner at  Ejight,’ Majestic, 
Brooklyn. 


‘Hard Boiled Angel,’ Cass, Detroit, 
May 22-23-24; Davidson, Milwaukee, 
25-26-27, 

‘Pigeons and People,’ Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 

‘Shuffle Along,’ Illinois, Chicago. 

‘Tattle Tales,’ Scranton, Pa., May 
22; Allentown, 23; Harrisburg, 24; 
Williamsport, 25; Wilkesbarre, 26; 
Easton, 27. 

‘The Family Upstairs,’ Cort, Chi- 
cago. 

‘The Only Girl,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles, 

‘The Piccoli,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Yosha Kalb,’ Tremont, Boston. 





Deem Rochester Ripe 
Rochester, May 22. 








| son at the Lyceum, 


Plans underway for a stock sea- | 
Cameron Swit- 
zer of this city is lining up local 


to 17 shows. 


Fulton. The 1932-33 legit season techni- 
Climax’ (Shuberts) Elliott. cally ends this Saturday (27), some 
shows making it one week later 

(June 3) and other attractions on 


Broadway aiming to hold over into 
summer, 

There are 22 shows in all on the 
list this week, 13 being more or less 


regular productions, plus nine re- 
peats and revivals. At least five 


of the latter are slated to stop this 
week, which will drop the list down 
It is a toss-up whether 
there will be less than 10 shows in 
all by July 4. 

Most current attractions are due 
to slide out, even ‘Strike Me Pink,’ 
which could stay. No new shows 
came in last week nor are due this 
week, but two are due next week 
in addition to three revivals, and 
in the offing are :‘Scandals’ (musi- 
cal), ‘Shady Lady’ (musical), 
‘Hunky Dory’ (musical), probably 
late in the summer, a Theatre Guild 
revue, an intimate Brown and Hen- 
derson revue, and ‘Shooting Star.’ 
If no added closings occur the total 
will be 22 shows again. 

‘Nine Pine Street,’ Longacre, and 
‘Three Cornered Moone,’ Cort, 


‘DINNER’ $17,300; 
PHILLY SANS 
LEGIT 





Philadelphia, May 22. 

Reduction of Philly’s open legit 
houses from four to two last week 
helped biz considerably. 

Real gainer was ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
which wound up its two weeks’ en- 
gagement at the Forrest in a blaze. 
Kaufman-Ferber comedy got $17,- 
500, which is a sensational figure 
for a dramatic show in Philly this 
year. Management claims first 
week’s figure, too, was higher than 
estimated being $15,500 instead of 
$14,500. 

‘Both Your Houses,’ despite its 
winning of the Pulitzer award, had 
to play second fiddle. Up to and 
including Wednesday it looked as 
if this one was going to go places 
in its second and final week at the 
Shubert, but end of the week was 
low and gross wasn’t over $11,500. 

Town hasn’t got a legit this week, 
but ‘Alien Corn’ comes to the For- 
rest Monday for a week’s stay, and 
same house is also fairly definitely 
reported as getting a new musical, 
‘Shady Lady’ on June 5. Further 
info has the Garrick going ahead 
with its plans for summer try-out 
repertory, with mention of an un- 





backing including Walter Folmer, 
who has financed several stock 
tries. 

Lyceum had a fair season of road 
shows, ending with “Tattle Tales’ in 
process of revamping before its 
Broadway try. Rochester has been 
without stock for two years and 
backers believe the right kind will 
succeed. 





Belasco’s Three Musicals 
Los Angeles, May 22. 


After that, ‘Gay Divorce.’ 





Dark Germany 


(Continued from page 13) 
Hitler thing as 
with other political background 
reasons. Several theatres in this 
city and through the rest of Poland, 
have been showing German pictures 


the incentive, but 


of Hollywood 


named musical coming in early in 
June. 

For a season that moved along so 
sluggishly and falteringly, 1932-33 
is hanging on persistently, and al- 
ready two different shows have been 
fairly definitely reported for August 
openings. 


Calif. Passion Players 
Must Pay Builders 256 


. : Los Angeles, May 22, 
Three musicals in a row for the geles, May 
Belasco. ‘Showboat’ follows ‘Music Superior Judge Thos. C, Gould 
in the Air,’ which opens in two|®warded a _ $25,296.09 judgment 
| weeks against the Pilgrimage Pla: Ass’n 


in favor of Security 
Materials Co. 


Latter sued on behalf of itself and 


six other building equipment com- 


panies on notes signed by officers 


of the Passion Play body. 


Future Plays 


‘Under Canvas,’ play of circus life, 


‘y’ Playhouse little theatre move- | 
: i layh ‘te S ec have a’ 12- regularly, but are so pressed by lack _ - 
i Pee Fe ee eee! +: | comes into the Belmont May 30. 
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year on a subscription basis. uy Sat s ‘Not Tonite Baby’ is being re- 
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‘French companies here have had in 


It’s the best break American and 








hearsed by 


Eugene Webber. It’s by 


miniature theatre of Shadyside, canent nam Setees theese toi Herbert Warren Opens early in 
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Guy Bates cerned Walter Heyer for early production 


‘The Climax.’ 


22 Shows on Bway as Season Ends: 
5 Closing, 10 by July 4 Probable 


stopped suddenly last Saturday. 
Revivals and repeats due off at the 
week-end: ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ which 
got $16,000 on its first return week 
date at the Imperial; ‘Counsellor- 
at-Law.’ 46th Street; ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ Royale; ‘Both Your Houses,’ 
Barrymore, and the Shakespearean 
season at the house formerly called 
Jolson’s. 

Due in next week: ‘Tattle Tales,’ 
Broadhurst; ‘Under Canvas,’ Bel- 
mont; ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ (Play- 
ers Club), Alvin, and ‘Pirates of 
Penzance,’ St. James. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Best Sellers,’ Morosco (4th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Getting moderate 
money considering the gates drawn 
by those spring arrivals; $5,500. 


‘Biography,’ Avon (24th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Still making money; 
grosses better than most others; 


slightly off with warm weather last 
week; $7,500. 

‘Forsaking All Others.’ Times 
Square (13th week) (D-1,057-$3.30). 
Another week to go; made grade in 


moderate money way; now paced 
around $5,000. 
‘Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (26th 


week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Passes half 
year mark next week and indefinite; 
fairly good money for musical of 
its type at $13,000. 

‘Goodbye Again,’ Plymouth (22nd 
week) (C-1,042-$3.30). Never drew 
big coin, but with percentage ap- 
plying to cast except leads nets 
some profit; $4,500. 

‘Mask and the Face,’ Guild (3rd 
week) (C-914-$3.30). Filler up of 
subscription season; little except 
from subscriptions with the pace 
at $9,000. 

‘Music in the Air,’ 44th St. (27th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Announced 
to stay until August and possibly 
longer because few summer musi- 
cals in sight; about $14,000. 

‘Nine Pine Street,’ Longacre. 
Withdrawn last Saturday; played 
three and one-half weeks to small 
money; may be sent to London. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 
(14th week) (F-969-$3.30). Added 
Thursday matinees out; otherwise 
pace held up; $6,500 provided neat 
profit last week. 

‘Run, Little Chillun,’ Lyric (13th 
week) (D-1,046-$2.20). Around $5,- 
000 last week; small profit for show 
but not house; doubtful after an- 
other week. 

‘Strike Me Pink,’ Majestic (12th 
week) (R-1,700-$3.85). Broadway's 
leader held to excellent money with 
the gross about $26,000 last week; 
engagement reported ending in three 


weeks (June 10) because Jimmy 
Duramte may be called back to 
coast. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (26th 
week) (M-1,720-$3.30). Recent 


grosses somewhat under-estimated; 
pace approximated $17,000; some 
dip last week. 

‘They Ail Come to Moscow,’ Ly- 
ceum (3d week) (C-957-$2.75). Ap- 
pears to be sticking for picture 
rights; very small money at box 
office. 

‘Three Cornered Moon,’ Cort. 
Closed last Saturday; played 10 
weeks; claimed some profit on oper- 
ation with weekly average over 
$5,000. 

‘$25 an Hour,’ Masque (3d week) 
(C-700-$3.30). Another attraction 
staying for picture money; indicated 
gross less than $3,000. 

Repeats and Revivals 
‘Both Your Houses,’ Barrymore: 
Pulitzer prize winner repeating; an- 
nounced for one week; started Mon- 
day. 
‘Patience,’ St. James (Erlanger’s); 
G. & S. revival. 
‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Imperial; return 
date for two weeks closes Saturday; 
got about $16,000 at $2.75 top. 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ 46th Street: 
repeat engagement of two weeks 
ends Saturday. 
‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale; re- 


turn date which opened last week 
was indefinite but stage hands 
trouble may cause withdrawal 
Saturday. 

‘June Moon,’ Ambassador; re- 
vival; not much money 


‘Another Language,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival. 

‘It’s a Wise Child,’ Hudson: 
vival. 

Shakespeare theatre 
Shakespearean revivals; 


ré- 


(Jolson’s): 
final week 
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THE HITS ARE 
SELLING 


Sharp pickup which the sheet 
business experienced in March con- 
tinued at an even pace through 
April. But the spurt didn’t par- 
ticularly benefit the industry gen- 
erally. Publishers with the hits 
found income better for the topline 
class but other releases failed to 
move appreciably. Dealers were 
still buying close to the counter. 

Responsible for one ray of sun- 
shine was the marked trend among 
the syndicates to dust off aban- 
doned music counters and give 
them another try. Campaign among 
indie dealers in this direction by 
the Music Dealers Service, Inc., 
the publishers’ co-op distributing 
channel, began to show promising 
results. 

‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo’ and ‘42nd 
Street’ maintained a neat selling 
clip through April with the leader 
of the pair (‘Shuffle’) going into 
May with only slightly diminished 
vigor. Last two weeks of March 
saw ‘In the Valley of the Moon’ 
(Morris) beginning to cut a swathe 
for itself, and the following stanza 
had it ensconced in'top position. Also 





TUNES LIKE PIX. 
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APRIL MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING APRIL BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 
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NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
SONG—No. 1 ‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo’ ‘Just an Echo in the Valley’ ‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo) © > 
SONG—No. 2 ‘Just an Echo in the Valley’ ‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo’ ‘Just an Echo in the Valley’ | ~ 
SONG—No. 3 ‘Farewell to Arms’ ‘In the Valley of the Moon’ ‘Farewell to Arms’ 8 
SONG—No. 4 ‘Have You Ever Been Lonely?’ ‘42nd Street’ ‘I'll Take an Option on You’ —— 
SONG—No. 5 ‘Try a Little Tenderness’ ‘Farewell to Arms’ ‘Remember Me’ 
SONG—No. 6 ‘In the Valley of the Moon’ ‘Darkness on the Delta’ ‘42nd Strect’ 














Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. 





3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 
sales, both sides are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 





‘You're Getting to Be a Habit,’ ‘Young 
and Healthy’ (Guy Lombardo-Bing 
Crosby) 


‘You'll Never Get to Heaven’ 
Lombardc Orch.) 


(Guy | ‘I Like a Guy What Takes His Time,’ 


‘Easy, Rider’ (Mae West) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 ‘Going! 


(Guy 


Romance for Ten Cents a Dance’ 


Going! Gonel’ ‘I Found My | ‘Baby, | Love You Too Much’ 


Lombardo Orch.) 


(Guy | ‘V’ll Take an Option on You’ (Ted Fio- 
rito Orch.) 


Lombardo Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 3 ‘I Like 


‘Easy, Rider’ (Mae West) 


a Guy What Takes His Time,’ | ‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo’ (Hal Kemp) ‘42nd St.’ (Hal Kemp Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘ll Take an Option on You,’ ‘Ghost of 
. Sane with You’ (Ted Fiorito 
rch.) ‘ 


‘Stormy Weather’ 
Orch.) 


(Guy Lombardo /‘Young and Healthy’ (Guy Lombardo- 


Bing Crosby) 











notable in late April was Mills’ ‘ 
‘Stormy Weather’ and ‘Hold Me’ BRUNSWICK—No. 5 ‘Drop Me Off at Harlem,’ ‘Slippery | ‘You're Getting to Be a Habit’ (Guy | ‘Farewell to Arms,’ ‘Lullaby’ (Capitol 
(Robbins). Horn’ (Duke Ellington Orch.) Lombardo Orch.) Theatre Orch.) 
Among the mechanicals the story BRUNSWICK—No. 6 *You’ve Got Me Crying Again,’ ‘Just a/| ‘Stay on the Right Side’ (Bing Crosby) | ‘You’ve Got Me Crying Again’ (Bing 
remains unchanged. The record- wed Flower Shop’ (Hal Kemp Crosby) 
ch. 


ers increased their lists to absorb 
the tune output from screen mu- 
sicals but there was no perking up 
of sales. Guy Lombardo-Bing 
Crosby combination continued to 
lead the Brunswick list while Don 
Bestor became a top seller for 
Victor, 





Chicago Just Fair 
Chicago, May 22. 
Nothing to write headlines about 
in the music and record figures for 
April. Fair is the best that can be 
reported for business or prospects. 
As a luxury trade the merchants 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘There’s a Ring Around My Rainbow,’ 
‘All Aboard for Dreamland’ 
Lewis Orch.) 


‘What Have We Got to Lose’ 
Harris Orch.) 


‘Hold Me’ (Hotel Commodore Orch.) (Phil 


(Ted 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘Here’s 


My Heart,’ ‘Old Man Harlem’ | ‘Let’s Call it a Day’ (Hotel Commodore | ‘Try a Little Tenderness’ (Ted Lewis 

















Eddie Lang and Blue Five) 


(Rudy Vallee) Orch.) oe Orch.) eS as 
COLUMBIA—No. 3 ‘Was My Face Red,’ ‘How’s About It’/ ‘in the Valley of the Moon’ (Joe Green | ‘Maybe It’s Because | Love You Too 
(Phil Harris Orch.) Orch.) Much’ (Rudy Vallee) 
COLUMBIA—No. 4 ‘Chant of the Swamp’ (Art Kassel),| ‘Chant of the Swamp’ (Art Kassel | ‘California, Here | Come’ (Claude Hop- 
*‘Ragging the Scale’ (Joe Venuti- Orch.) kins Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 5 


‘Let’s Cal! it a Day,’ ‘Hold Me’ (Hotel 
Commodore Orch.) 


‘Old Man Harlem’ (Rudy Vallee) ‘Black-Eyed Susan _ Brown’ 


Fisher Orch.) 


(Mark 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘Farewell to Arms,’ ‘Envy the Moon’ 
(Charles Carlisle) 


‘All Aboard for Dreamland’ (Ted Lewis 
Orch.) . 


‘Buy American’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 1 
(Don 


‘42nd Street,’ ‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo’ 


‘Stormy Weather’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) | ‘42nd Street’ (Don Bestor Orch.) 


Bestor Orch.) 





of one-steps and ballads don’t ex- 
pect to hear from those climbing 
wheat prices until the provinces 
have had a chance to liquidate the 


ViICTOR—No. 2 
Wife’ 


‘What Have We Got to Lose,’ ‘Tony’s 


‘42nd Street’ (Don Bestor Orch.) ‘Lover’ (Paul Whiteman) 


(Roy Bargy and Ramona) 





VICTOR—No. 3 


‘Farewell to Arms,’ ‘A Little White | ‘l 


Can’t Remember’ (Eddie Duchin| ‘Tell Me Tonight’ (Ray Noble's Lone 








mortgages. 
Brunswick might as well call it- 





House’ (Paul Whiteman) Orch.) _fon Mayfair Orch.) _ 
VICTOR—No. 4 ‘Lover,’ ‘When the Sun Bids the Moon | ‘Two Tickets to Georgia’ (Ben Pollack | ‘Music in the Air Gems’ (Nat Shilkret 
Goodbye’ (Paul Whiteman) Orch.) Orch. and show principals) 





self the Guy Lombardo Recording 
Company out hers, That maestro 


VICTOR—No. 5 
(Jack 


‘Moon Song,’ ‘Twenty Million People’ 


‘Night and Day’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) | ‘Night and Day’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


Denny Orch.) 





holds four out of the six top places. 
He pushed over enough, however, 
to let Hal Kemp and Bing Crosby 
have standing room. 





Coast Looks Better 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Sheet music sales crept back to 
normal during April and prospects 
for the summer are brighter. New 
songs are beginning to show up 


VICTOR—No. 6 





Mind’ 


‘Night and Day,’ ‘I’ve Got You on My 


‘Love in the Moonlight’ (Gus Arnheim 
___ Orch.) | 


‘Lover’ (Paul Whiteman) 








(Leo Reisman Orch.) 

















Those Piano Players! 


Rensselaer, N. Y., May 22. 
An hour after he is alleged to 
have stolen a physician’s car in 
Rensselaer, Francis O. Banville, 30, 


a pianist, employed in an Albany 
cabaret, 


was arrested by a state 


LOU FORBES’ BAND 
Detroit, May 22. 
Lou Forbes, who recently closed 
at the Michigan theatre as guest 
conductor, has organized his own 
dance band. He will open at the 
Edgewater Beach Club. 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS — 


especially, and Gil Wells-Flo Brady, 
former vaude headliners, when 


TU-TU CLUB 








strongly and the trade generally 
appears to be recovering from its 
March low. 

In addition to the first six sell- 
ers, ‘You’re Getting to Be a Habit 
With Me’ was just nosed out of the 
list, while ‘Lover,’ ‘I Wake Up 
Smiling’ and ‘Why Can't This Night 
Go On Forever’ showed sufficient 
strength to merit mention. Busi- 
ness along the Coast is also clim- 
ing nicely. 

Phonograph record sales im- 
proved during the month with the 
exception of Columbia which has 
been hampered by a lack of va- 
riety and number of recordings in 
its catalog. 





Northwest’s New Low 
Seattle, May 22. 

Sheet music sales are at low ebb, 
for all time, in the northwest. This 
is the report of Carl Winge, music 
rep in this territory fog years. 

Winge says ‘it can't be worse,’ 
and so he’s optimistic. 





“Greetings, Philadelphia 
We Want You to Know 
How We Enjvy 


VINCENT TRAVERS 


and His Orchestra 
Broadcasting from the 


Welton Hotel via 
WCAU and the Columbia 
Chain 
It’s a great band, and the 


great songs they play in- 
clude: 

Hold Me.” 

Love Songs of the Nile” 
Sweetheart Darlin’ "’ 

‘l'm Thru Sayiag t'm Thru’ 
Remember Me’’ 

We're Together Again” 
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trooper in a woods to which he had 
fled after the machine turned over 
on its top a few miles outside the 
city. 

The trooper advised by teletype of 
the theft and by telephone of the 
accident, went to the scene, and im- 
mediately discovered the automobile 
involved in both episodes was the 
same. 





SILVER’S SIX 


Abner Silver has been put under 
contract by E. B. Marks for a series 
of six songs to be turned in within 
a year. First two placed under the 
agreement are ‘I Loved You Wednes- 
day ’and ‘Dinner At Eight’. 

Milton Drake and Walter Kent 
collaborated with Silver on the 
‘Wednesday’ number, while Kent co- 
authored the other. 





DREYER’S COAST TRIP 


Dave Dreyer left for Hollywood 
yesterday (22) on a special studio 
contact assignment for Irving Ber- 
| lin, Inc, 

Dreyer’s task is primarily to ef- 
fect publication release tieups with 
the producers of screen musicals 
| who are without publisher affilia- 
| tions. 
! 





Sanders’ New Band 
Chicago, May 22. 
Joe Sanders has disbanded his 
| former orchestra and has an entirely 
|} new aggregation from Texas. 
Only survivor of the old bunch is 
sill Paley, drummer. 





Ted Dahl’s orchestra opened at 


Leighton’: Areade cafeteria, Los 
| 
! 


Angeles, May 20 


Spot debuts May 25 with Frank 
Kolker as manager. Opening show 
includes Larry Vincent, John and 
Edna Torrence and Bobbie Cook. 


French Subsidy 


(Continued from page 13) 


Gaumont-Franco Film-Aubert. That 
company is considerably in debt to 
the Bank of France which wouid 
seem to indicate that the govern- 
ment could take over control of it 
as and when wanted. That com- 
pany also recently took over the 
Haik theatre chain which would 
give the new combine, if and when, 
a pretty solid lineup of key houses. 
An important source of income 
G.F.F.A. has had for some time is 
the 1,200,000 francs Paramount pays 
it for rental of the Joinville studios, 
and it looks as though Paramount 
may back out of that shortly. Gau- 
mont pictures haven’t done any too 
well on the open market, but are 
figured as certain to get farther 
with governmental backing. Also, 
with governmental control, the ac- 
tors of the Opera Comique, Comedie 
Francaise and other state institu- 
tions would be likely to appear more 
frequently in films. 
| There has been talk of France 
| subsidizing films for a long time, 
| but it never got very far. At one 
; time, about nine months ago, the 
French government made a definite 
offer to Paramount, with Robert 
representing the American 
| company, at that time turning down 
the offer on the ground that no one 
could guarantee the length of time 
a government would last under 
‘France’s political set-up. 











Kane, 


Detroit, May 22. 

This downtown spot has climbed 
in popularity in the past three 
months until it now is getting the 
class play in town, Management 
spent plenty for talent and decora- 
tions, but took a licking for months. 
But good shows eventually con- 
vineced and a cooling system is be- 
ing insta’’ed to permit remaining 
open all summer, 

Current show is smart. Leo Sal- 
kin booked it and, although only 
three acts are used, each one is 
connecting. Henry Dunn, last seen 
here at the Fisher theatre, where 
he had a run for seven weeks, is 
m. c. and does nicely. He plays 
it straight. Dunn makes no at- 
tempt at humor and after a series 
of m. c.’s, funny and otherwise, his 
performance is delightfully differ- 
ent. 

Olive Brady and Tom Baron also 
fit into the category. Following a 
string of capable ballroom dancers 
they achieve the distinction of be- 
ing different both in appearance 
and routine. Sidney Mann as 
prima donna seems more at home 
here than when at the Fisher sev- 
eral seasons ago. Lee. 





Club Delmonico, N. Y. 


New York, May 19. 

Former Will Oakland spot on 
West 5lst street, best known as the 
Monte Carlo, after going on the 
auction block under the Oakland 
aegis, is back on the map sponsored 
by Delmonico, who owns the Epi- 
cure, a membership club. This is 
an open-door spot with the conven- 
tional $2-$3 minimum club dinner, 
giving out floor show and a CBS 
band, Frank LaMarr’s, to keep pace 
with the vittles. 

Show is elaborate and _ costly, 
headed by a pair of former standard 
vcts. Pearl Regay, who has been 
prominent in musical comedy, gets 
terps and fan dance, 





| 


or ow th h r 
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there was such a thing as vaudee 
ville, are just as effective on a cafe 
floor with their pianology. 

Bernard and Rich, touted as from 
a recent European tour, also have 
something on the ball with their 
hoofing. Mixed team essays a dif- 
ferent style of mopping up the floor 
and get over handily with their dif- 
ficult splits and kicks. They’re on 
almost every number and are the 
hardest workers. 

Fern McAllister, Peggy Stebbins, 
Theresa Donahue, Claire LeBain, 
Anna Forena and the TNT Steppers 
between numbers are some of the 
other specialists. The girls are nice 
and try to hooverize on the cloth- 
ing. Band needs some rhythmic 
brushing up. Abel. 


New Yorker Shuttered 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Club New Yorker on Hollywood 
Blvd. is closed, with Barnett Hy- 
man, the owner, adjudicated a 
bankrupt. Liabilities listed totaled 
$9,909 and assets claimed were $11,- 
811. Latter was the replacement 
value of the fixtures. 

Hyman attempted to take advan- 
tage of the new bankruptcy laws by 
getting an extension of time in 
which to pay creditors, but receiver 


didn’t take in enough money to 
meet current bills and place was 
shuttered. 
GOLDMAN JUNE 19 

Edwin YWranko Goldman's New 
York summer concerts start June 19 
on the Mall in Central Park. Alter- 
; nating between there and the NY‘ U 
}campus, first engagement at ter 
is June 20. Concerts will be broad- 
cast by NBC. 

Del Staigers, cornetist, has been 
‘signed as a soloist. 
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A Drummer’s Lament 





Yamagata Hotel, Aug. 30. 
Dear Sam: 

Here I am, in a blue funk the 
night before my wedding day. And 
with a lot of unexplained things in 
my mind which have me running 
around in circles. Let me put them 
all down in order and try to 
straighten them out, so I won't go 
nuts. 

Agnes set the date for tomorrow, 
tomorrow afternoon at 5 o’clock at 
the American Consulate-General. 

I've just discovered that the Con- 
sulate-General closes at 4:30 and 
the Japanese registry office at 4, 
and I can’t get hold of Agnes to tell 
her. She says she’s going to be on 
location and will meet me there. 

Agnes checked out of the hotel to- 
day. Took everything. Told them 
I would pay the bill. Where in the 
devil does she think we're going to 
live after we get married? They 
won't let me move until I pay her 
pill, and that’s going to take me a 
couple of months unless she helps. 

And it doesn’t look as if she’s 
going to be saving with her sal- 
ary, either, from what the boys 
told me tonight. I broke the glad 
news to them and invited them all 
to the wedding tomorrow. For a 
minute or so they just sat and 
looked at me. Then Nugent piped 
up. 
‘Gee, I’m glad to hear that, Ed- 
die,’ he said. ‘It takes a big load 
off my mind.” 

‘Mine, too,’ chips in Trelawney, 
and pretty soon everybody in the 
dining room—I told them at dinner 
tonight—is saying the same thing. 

‘What do you mean?’ I asks. 

‘Why,’ says Nugent, ‘I’ve been 
wondering how I ever was going to 
get back the money I lent her. Now 
that you’re going to be her hus- 
band you'll naturally take care of 
her debts.’ ' 

Everybody else said, ‘sure,’ and 
looked pleased. After some wran- 
gling we got it straightened out. 

Samuel, that girl in two weeks 
had borrowed 1,150 yen from the 
eight of us, not counting the hotel 
bill of 80 yen I have to pay. Just 
about $600. 

Unless she’s got most of it left— 
and I’m pretty sure she hasn’t— 
I'm up a tree. Even if we could 
live together for nothing, it would 
take me six months to get rid of 
that debt. And I have more than 
a hunch it will take a couple of 
years under the best of circum- 
stances. Of course, she’ll have a 
salary—ef her own and it probably 
will be bigger than mine, 

Well, I certainly shall have to 
talk to her. 

Tomorrow morning at 6 o’clock 
Molly arrives. I’m going down to 
meet the boat. Thank heaven, the 
hall let me have a little salary in 
advance tonight or I wouldn’t have 
a third class ticket down to Yoko- 
hama in the morning. 

Life is a darned funny thing, 


Sam. 
Ed Mansfield. 


8,000 Daily 


Lawrence Wright has taken over 
the British rights to ‘Stormy Wea- 
ther’ from Mills Music. 

Number, taken from the current 
Cotton Club floor show, has for the 
past three weeks been topping the 
sales list of the Music Dealers Ser- 
vice. Distribution througn this 
channel has been averaging 8,000 
copies a day. 











Boos Bros. Non-Union 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Boos Brothers Cafeteria, down- 
town beer garden, has gone non- 
union for its musicians. 

Cafe is said to have had several 
run-ins on scale with the local 47 
Since going suds several weeks ago, 
and has used various combos dur- 
ing the dispute. It has now re- 
cruited its own band, all non-union 
members. 


LYNCHBURG’S FLOOR SHOW 
Lynchburg, May 22. 
Town’s first official nite spot, Club 
Caliente, is opening with a floor 
show at the Old Homestead Inn. 
Coy Miller’s band will play and 





Myrtle Robinson, former dance in- |} 


structor, will do a specialty. Chorus 
and comedians complete the show. 





Sherwood at Ballyhoo 
Hollywood, May 22. 
Jack Sherwood’s orchestra go* 
into the Club Ballyhoo, replacing 
Earl Burtnett’s combination which 


roes to Dallas Tex 





Beer Peps Up Iowa’s 


Amusement Intentions 
Dubuque, Ia., May 22. 

Music and floor shows are getting 
into their stride in Iowa. It may 
result in a swell summer for tooters 
and performers, all because of 3.2 
beer. 

With most every eatery featuring 
the suds, there are many free lunch 
and outdoor dance pavilions crop- 
ping up like mushrooms, Many of 
the better places are annexing 
music crews with one or two acts 
being grabbed to simulate a floor 
show. 


MATTHEWS TO SETTLE 





PREEMAN CO. DEBTS: 





With publisher creditors, as rep- 
resented in the Music Publishers 
Protective Association, now prac- 
tically 100% in favor of the plan, 
the trail has been blazed for the 
Los Angeles firm of L. B. Matthews 
Co., to take over the accounts re- 
ceivable and physical assets of the 
Preeman Music Co. and also assume 
settlement of the Preeman debts. 
When the Matthews proposition is 
finally okayed all around, Preeman 
creditors committee will ask the 


U. S. Court in Los Angeles to dis- : 


miss the bankruptcy action brought 
against Preeman Co. 


In the letter the MPPA sent to 
its members regarding the status4of 
the Preeman situation, it was 
pointed out that Morse M. Preeman 
would receive in consideration of 
his equity in the assignment of his 
assets non-voting preferred stock 
which would give him no other par- 
ticipation in the Matthews Co., 
other than that of a temporary 
salaried employee. The communi- 
cation described the Matthews firm 
as having practically no liabilities, 
but an appraised inventory of about 
$20,000 and as being in a position 
to assume full responsibility for the 
merchandise claims of around $25,- 
000. 

Matthews Co., upon the closing of 
the agreement with the creditors 
committee, the publishers were told, 
would make a down payment of 
$10,000 and issue 15 monthly notes 
to cover the balance. It was also 
understood that in the event any of 
the notes were defaulted, the MPPA 
on demand, would receive full as- 
signment of all accounts receivable 
remaining on the Preeman books as 
security until the defaults were 
rectified and that the Matthews Co., 
would furnish the MPPA with bi- 
monthly certified statements. 





Crawford’s Brown Song 


Bobby Crawford has Lew Brown's 
new pop, ‘I’ve Got to Pass Your 


| House (To Get to My House)’ which 


DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., 
will publish. Considerable bidding 
for this tune as it’s Lew Brown's 
solo composition (sans Ray Hender- 
son), and his first pop effort in a 
long time. 

Although the firm bearing his 
name will publish, DeS., B. & H. 
as individuals are no longer con- 
nected with the company which 
Crawford now exclusively controls. 


—— 


KAPP-ROCKWELL WEST 


Jack Kapp, Brunswick’s general 
recording manager, left for Chicago 
Saturday (20) to look over the local 
band and radio name situation. He 
then moves on to the Coast to im- 
print Bing Crosby on a batch of 
masters. 

Tommy Rockwell, Crosby’s man- 
ager, joins Kapp in Chicago for the 
western trek. 








FOX’S FOX TUNES 
Hollywood, May 22. 

Sam Fox Music Co. will publish 
three songs from ‘My Lips Betray,’ 
Fox picture starring Lilian Harvey. 

They are ‘Her Majesty’s Car,’ 
‘Why Am I Happy?’ and ‘The Band 
Is Gaily Playing. William Kernel] 
authored words and music on the 
trio. 


Kyser Steps In 
San Francisco, May 22. 

Kay Kyser’s orchestra from Hotel 
New Yorker, New York, bowed in 
last night (Sunday) at Bal Tabarin 
cafe. Follow in Tom Gerun, who is 
off for Chicago. 

Gerun is part owner of the place 
with Frank Martinelli. He will re- 
turn here after his Chi date 


SAVE ‘WEATHER’ TITLE | 





siving ‘Stormy Weather’ as a title 
for a film feature or a musical show 
and instead his idea for a short for 
Paramount will be labeled ‘A Bundle 
of Blues.’ That’s the billing for the 
Duke Ellington Cctton Club short 
which Par puts into work today 
(Tuesday). 

The Ellington band from the Har- 
lem nite club with Florence Holl, 
Derby and Bailey, Ivy Anderson and 
Buck and Bubbles opens at the Capi- 
tol Friday (26) on Broadway, making 
it a second production version of 
‘Stormy Weather’ within a week. 


ton Club song sensation, is featured 
with the number at the Radio City 
Music Hall currently. 


Kay Hanson, his p.a. and secretary, 
sail June 2 on the ‘Olympic’ for 





| the Palladium, London, June 12 for 
a fortnight, followed by Manchester 
and Glasgow. Jack Hylton arranged 
the bookings as personal rep abroad 
|for Mills. This was a deal set by 
; the band booker on his last trip 
abroad. 


Palladium bookings et al. also 
permit the Ellingtonians doubling, 
to include concerts and possibly a 
colored musical which Mills has in 
mind for England. He would leave 
Ellington and the present troupe 
going over, including the specialty 
singers and dancers, and return to 
America to export more American 
colored artists. That’s why an op- 
tional seven weeks’ booking for 
Paris and the Riviera are not being 
closed until Mills gets his bearings 
abroad, following Ellington’s open- 
ing in London. 





Report Boris Morros 
Offered Long Term 
Post with the NAB 


Boris Morros, Publix executive, is 
understood to have been offered the 
post of musical director and 
counselor to the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters. Story is that 
Morros has been asked to accept a 
long term contract. 

Morros, many years an executive 
with Publix, is still that circuit’s 
music head. He also assumed di- 
rection of the stage production de- 
partment as well, and at present is 
the circuit’s operator for the Para- 
mount, New York. 

Morros may be reluctant to give 
up his Publix post is believed apt 
to consider the NAB proposition if 
it can be handled without interfer- 
ing with his Publix duties. 








Injunction Refused 
Youmans on ‘Along’ 


Paying tribute to ‘two musical 
critics of eminence,’ Justice Louis 
J. Valente denied Vincent Youmans’ 
copyright infringement petition 
against Gordon and Revel, song- 
writers, and DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson, Inc., publishers of ‘It 
Was a Night in June,’ which You- 
mans alleged infringed on his un- 
published ‘He Came Along.’ The 
critics referred to are Dr. Sigmund 





‘ranger-composer with the DeSylva 


Spaeth, the ‘tune detective’ of the 
radio, and Arthur H. Gutman, ar- 


firm. 

They aided the defense in show- 
ing that both tunes hark back to 
melodies or strains in the common 
domain, which J. T. Abeles, attor- 
ney for the songwriters and DeS., 
B. & H., set up as a legal defense. 





Beer with Symphony 


Detroit, May 22. 

Beer is expected to support the 
Detroit Symphony this summer 
during the open air concerts at 
Municipal Belle Island Park. Beer 
will be sold and the profits will pay 
the musicians. Concerts nightly. 

Series discontinued last year due 
to lack of finances. 








TUNING FOR MICKEY 
Hollywood, May 22. 
Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freed have written ‘Hot Chocolate 
Revue,’ which will be used in Walt 


FOR PICTURE OR SHOW 


Irving Mills of Mills-Rockwell is | 





Piano Roll’s Hope 





Unless the small beer gar- 
den can bring back the player 
piano music, publishers say 
that the piano roll business 
may be pretty well extinct by 
the end of this year. Roll end 
of the music industry is down 
to practically ti.-ee active 
hole-punching irms, these con- 
sisting of Q.R.S. Co., Max Cort- 
lander and Capitol Roll Co, 

Publishers report that their 
royalties from this source now 
don’t average $30 on a hit 
number. Before the advent of 
radio a click tune would bring 
in an average of at least $1,000 
from the roll kers. One 
publisher last week received a 
check of 90c, which covered is 





Harold Arlen, composer of the Cot- | 


Mills with the entire show, plus | 


four weeks in England, opening at | 


royalties for the first quarter 
on a No. 1 song perforated by 
a minor concern. 

Q.R.S. recently let it be 
known in the publishing trade 
that it would -ay a guarantee 
of $250 for exclusive roll rights 


| 





to hit compositi: 








SPECHT TIES-IN 
ON TOUR FOR 
DEMOCRATS 


Washington, May 22. 

Paul Specht has sold Democratic 
moguls here on a stunt which will 
keep him busy all summer. Plan 
sends him into every state in the 
Union working on a cooperative 
basis with the State Democratic 
Committee. 

Idea is that local committee shall 
hire a hall and make all arrange- 
ments, including the ballyhoo for 
Specht’s appearance. Maestro will 
then split receipts, thus helping to 
pay off the presidential campaign 
deficits. 

Specht will use 22 pieces doubling 
in brass for street parades, and a 
line of girls. Dancing will follow 
each show. Specht wants to keep 
two men ahead in exploiting. Intent 
is to stage ‘Democratic Days’ in the 
various towns. 








HERE AND THERE 





Joe Haymes quits the Village 
Nut Club June 3 for one-night- 
ers. Frank and Milt Britton re- 
place. 





Freddy Martin has taken his 





stand on the Bossert, Brooklyn, 
roof, for the summer. 
Ozzie Nelson will make it a 


month of one-nighters on his exit 
from the hotel New Yorker May 
30. Don Bestor is the successor. 





Joe Venuti unveils at the Blos- 
som Heath Inn, Detroit, tonight 
(23). 





It’s the Pennsylvania roof for 
Rudy Vallee again. Opening date 
May 31. 





Frances Kahn, formerly in 
charge of the floor for Irving Ber- 
lin, now with the DeSylvia, Brown 
& Henderson home office. 





Jack Mills on a trip through the 
midwest lining up air plugs for 
‘Stormy Weather.’ 





Tubby Garron now representing 
Sam Fox Music on the Coast. 





Ted Lewis’ stay at the Hollywood 
restaurant, New York, has been ex- 
tended to June 14. Earl Carpenter 
takes over the stand the next day. 





Ernie Holst slips into the Don 
sestor spot at the hotel Lexington, 
New York, May 30. 





Billy Hill (George Brown, pre- 
viously, on the title sheets) has been 
signatured to a year’s writing con- 
tract by Shapiro-Bernstein. 

Harold Stern is taking his unit 
out of the Biltmore, New York, on 
a string of one-nighters, May 24, 
and brings them back June 3 for the 
spot’s roof opening. 





Herbie Kay unit, with Dorothy La- 








Disney’s cartoon sequence in ‘Holly- 
yood Revue.’ 

Tunesters will also do other songs | 
for this Metro musical. 


mour warbling, settle down at the 
faker, Dallas, this Friday (26) for 
an indefinite stay. 


BECAUSE OF 
OPPOSISH 


The NAB’s obvious desire to split 
the ASCAP asunder, say the music 
men, has only tended to further 
cement the ties that unite them. As 
a result, about 20% of the present 
publisher hold-outs in signing the 
Society’s new 10-year contracts, have 
hastened to do so. 

The account in ‘Variety’ last week 
of Oswald F. Schuette’s endeavor to 
palaver with an attorney represent- 
ing some of the Society-members 
was remote from actuality. Julian 
T. Abeles, as counsel for some of 
the music publishers and also many 
songwriters, has not been in com- 
munication with Schuette or the 
NAB with any objectiveness to al- 
lying with the enemy camp. 

Pro ‘Trust Buster’ 


Abeles, when approached by Schu- 
ette, told the professional ‘trust 
buster’ of the NAB that it was ob- 
vious to the music interests that he 
(Schuette) was a professional prop- 
agandist. That at o..- time Schuette 
opposed the radio interests, but now 
he’s allied with them against Tin 
Pan Alley. 

The music men, with their own 
personal tiffs and intra-industry dis- 
satisfactions, now feel that their 
common enemy, the radio interests, 
is going about the situation in a 
peculiar manner, hence they have 
decided to keep their private intra- 
t.a.p. squabbles to themselves. 

Abeles endorses that idea as he 
opines news accounts of his repre- 
sentation of certain publishers, in 
divided claims against the ASCAP, 
may have given Schuette peculiar 
ideas about him. 

Incidentally, Abeles is not at- 
torney for Harms or others of the 
10 firms mentioned, although counsel 
for DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, 
Robbins, Marks, et al. 








Baron Lee Out of Blue 
Rhythm Band; Mills’ Idea 


fr Mills’ Blue Rhythr.. Ban? will fol- 


low Duke Ellington into the Cotton 
Club in June when the latter sails 
for London engagements June 2, 
The Mills part is Irving Mills, who 
owns the Blue Rhythm band and 
also controls the professional des- 
tinities of Ellington and Calloway. 

Baron Lee, former head of the 
combo, is being uropped because, 
Mills contends, his name has meant 
nothing, but that the Blue Rhythm 
part of the handle has dominated 
all marquees, hence no designated 
leader’s name will be coupled with 
the trade name. Lee is leaving the 
combo and Mills’ name will pre- 
cede it. 





Payoff at 11% 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Payoff by the trustee in bank- 
ruptecy for Stept-Powers, N. Y. 
music firm, amounts to il cents on 
the dollar. 

Tubby Garron, former local plug- 
ger for the firm, received a $12.02 
check in settlement of a $109.28 
claim. 





ARNSTINE CLAIM UP 


Ira Arnstine’s plagiarism claim 
against the E. B. Marks Music Co., 
and Emory Deutsch over the pop 
composition, ‘Play Fiddle Play,’ got 
its first airing in the U. S. court 
last week. Judge Coxe okayed the 
publisher’s motion for a bill of par- 
ticulars. Arnstine is suing on the 
grounds that the melody of 
Deutsch’s song is similar to the 
strains of a number that he (Arn- 
stine) once wrote. 

Arnstine recently brought a sim- 
ilar action against Nat Shilkret in- 
volving a couple of the latter's 
works. 


SELL 5 FOR MAE 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Five songs for ‘I Am No Angel,’ 
next Mae West picture, have been 





sola to Paramount by Harvey 
Brooks, Gladys Dubois and Ben 
Ellison. 

Rose at 225 


Chicago, May 22. 
Harry Rose makes his debut at 
the 225 Club, swank niterie, this 
Thursday (25). 
Contracts for two weeks with an 





option for two more. 


CEMENT ASCAP 





At cipro, 
7 : 4 
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New Village Try 

‘Greenwich Villager,’ new semi- 
monthly paper, is on the stands. Ed- 
ison Smith is editing and the sheet 
(four pages) sells for a nickel. Only 
interesting contribs in the first issue 
are Sadakichi Hartmann and Bob 
Brown. Sadakichi is one of the few 
really genuine old-time Villagers 
still alive. He’s living in California 
now and his contribution consists of 
a letter to the editor informing that 
as soon as the editor ships a money 
order or some cash Sadakichi will 
contribute a story. Not before. So 
the editor just prints the letter. 
Good enough. Bob Brown is one 
of the several original dead-eye 
Dicks. He wrote a book a day for 
several years for pulps, made a lot 
of money, tripled it in Wall Street 
and retired to write modernistic 
poetry and ‘lit’rature.’ 

There hasn’t been a good Green- 
wich Village paper in many years. 
Nearest to it was Bobby Edwards’ 
‘Greenwich Village Quill.’ Bobby 
ran the sheet for some years, hav- 
ing some really swell contribs. Then 
he decided to save the few dollars 
he made in photography and gave 
up editing. Henry Harrison took the 
mag over. Henry tried it hard for a 
while, but found out it was cheaper 
and less nerve-racking to publish 
books of poetry and such, for which 
the authors paid. He’s the best of 
the vanity publishers now. There’s 
been a dozen or more sheets since, 
mostly along miniature newspaper 
style. None of them got anywhere. 

Smith’s mag announces a piece by 
Theodore Dreiser for the next issue. 
He should have gotten it for the 
first issue. If he can get pieces by 
Dreiser or other men of actual lit- 
erary calibre his paper might stand 
a chance. 





Maybe Sections 

Sectionization of newspapers, very 
common in America, was tried in 
London years ago and abandoned. 
The Sunday ‘Express,’ however, 
has now revived it, printing their 
sports pages as a separate four- 
sheet. Probability is that one 
paper having led the way, others 
will follow, and there is already 
talk of at least one Northcliffe 
paper going into the same mould. 

Color, incidentally, is sneaking 
into the British papers which, un- 
til now, have never printed more 
than their edition-badge in a red 
smudge. Both the ‘Mail’ and ‘Ex- 
press’ groups are now dropping odd 
spots of color into queer corners, 
and ad agencies are anxious to 
learn the extra cost. Both papers 
recently did some half-tone work 
in two colors with quite good re- 
sults. 





Due for Clean-up 

That Richard R. Smith is defi- 
nitely through with Long & Smith 
is seen in his action in joining the 
Frederick A. Stokes Co. Smith will 
be a vice-president and a director 
of the Stokes concern, and will con- 
tinue to publish his own ‘The Amer- 
ican Spectator.’ 

Meanwhile, the bankrupt Long & 
Smith is being administered by a 





‘Grand Canary’ ($2.50) ... 
‘Store, The’ ($2.50) . 
‘As the Earth Turns’ 


($2.50) ... 


‘White Collar Girl’ ($2.00) 
‘Ann Vickers’ ($2.50) . 


‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50) 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) .... 
‘House of Exile’ ($3.00) ........ 
‘Looking Forward’ ($2.50) ...... 
‘British Agent’ ($2.75) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending May 20, as reported by the 





American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 


‘American Gun Mystery’ ($2.00) ... 
60cesassbacdethease Faith Baldwin 


Non-Fiction 
‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 


coccccccoccee ey Wane B. Pitkin 


ccceacsescsa A, J... Cronin 
...- By T. S. Stribling 
.++.-By Gladys Hasty Carroll 
-...-By Ellery Queen 


cccccccceccouecsay Sinclair Lewis 


vere omer re By Stefan Zweig 
Seees eeeeee BY Nora Waln 
...-By Franklin D. Roosevelt 
By Bruce Lockhart 





|} tion of that which occurred when 
| the Eastern flopped, are doing their 
/own distributing. 








Easing Up 
New policy of the St. Paul ‘Pioneer 


breathing easier. Long the toughest 
rags in those parts to do adver- 
tising biz with, the P.P.-D. has now, 
after 65 years of high-handedness, 
come down off its high perch. 
Policy has always been a combie: 
Advertisers, in order to show in the 
morning sheet, the ‘Press,’ had to 
use the evening rag, ‘Dispatch’—and 
vice versa. And ads had to run in 
consecutive issues in both papers or 
no go. ‘Press’ was established in 
1894 and is the burg’s only morning 
rag. Until recently, even subscribers 
had to buy the ‘Dispatch’ with the 
‘Press’ in order to get the latter via 
carrier, although the former has al- 
ways been sold singly. 

Now advertising policy permits the 
advertiser to buy in either paper, 
run ads several days apart if de- 
sired, and change copy whenever he 
pleases, on the same contract. This 
is especially advantageous to show 
men, who are already reflecting the 
benefits by increasing their space. 





Home Mags Move 

Couple of midwest women’s mags, 
‘Household Guest’ and ‘Mothers’ 
Home Life,’ have been acquired by 
James Leicht, and will be moved 
from Chicago to Winona, Minn., 
where Zeicit headquarters. Mary H. 
McGovern, who edits the two publi- 
cations, and her staff, will make the 
move along with the physical prop- 
erties. 





New Song Mag 
‘Magazine of Popular Music’ has 
made its initial appearance. It is 
published in Los Angeles by Vern 
Elliott, music arranger, who is 
musical editor, with Gene Johnston, 
local sheet music publisher, man- 
aging ed. Monthly has a New York 
correspondent and first issue is 20 
pages. It includes four new songs, 
several articles on pop music and 
thumb-nail history of several song- 
writers. Future issues, according 
to Elliott and Johnston, will con- 
tain more songs. These are ac- 
cepted from the writers, who are 
charged the cost of the plates. 








creditors’ committee. In view of 
Smith's definite departure it’s almost 
certain that the Long & Smith firm | 
will be liquidated. Smith may then | 
get for Stokes whatever contracted 
Long & Smith properties he would 
like to have. 





Back to the Land 

Publishers are noting a large de- 
mand just now for novels of the 
farm and are suggesting to most 
of their regular writers to tackle 
something along that line. It’s fig- 
ured as pretty -hot now with a lot 
of things happening in a farm way, 
including trouble such as strikes, 
difficulties over mortgages, etc. 

Virtually all novels with the 
agrarian background are topping 
books in other fields just now, it is 
pointed out. ‘State Fair,’ ‘Last 
Adam,’ and ‘Earth Turns’ are cited 
as examples. 





D-D Subsid 

Doubleday, Doran, which pub- 
lishes its mystery stories under the 
imprint of the Crime Club, v ill have 
a new affiliate, Outdoor Books, to 
take in all the works issued by the 
concern in that field. H. A. Steven- 
son and Leonard Barron will con- 
duct the Outdoor Books. Stevenson 
formerly was in charge of the out- 
door books department at Macmil- 
lan. 





Feeding O’Brien 


Seven stories in the next O’Brien 
collection of ‘Best American Short 
Stories’ are from ‘Story.’ Makes 


three years running that Whit Bur- 
nett and Martha Foley’s ragazine 
tops the list as a source for O’Brien. 
In 1931 there were four stories, 1932 
had eight. Volume is due out in a 


Two More Tribs 


Activity in the New York foreign- 
language publishing field, with two 
new dailies to get under way shortly, 
one Greek and the other Italian. 

New Greek daily, which starts in 
a month or so, will be titled the 
Greek equivalent of ‘The New Trlb- 
une.” Publishers are A. Th. and 
Achilles Polyzoides, who have set 
up headquarters in the Times bldg. 

One of those behind the forthcom- 
ing Italian publication is ex-Judge 
Francis X. Mancuso. Sheet will be 
called ‘La Tribuna,’ and gets under 
way within a few weeks. 





Home Writer Passes 


Kate Drew Vaughn, 62, home 
economic expert for Los Angeles 
‘Herald Express’ during past fifteen 
years, died May 20 at her home, fol- 
lowing a heart attack. She has been 
‘prominent figure in field of home 
economics for past thirty years. 

During the World War she ope- 
rated Bureau of Infant Hygiene and 
also served under the Food Admin- 
istration. She did considerable 
broadcasting. 

Survived by two daughters and 
three sons. 





Two Busts 
Frederick James Smith’s fan mag 
project, ‘Screen Weekly,’ has 


reached the bankruptcy court. Peti- 
tion Smith, once film reviewer for 
‘Liberty,’ filed with the Federal tri- 
bunal in New York, gave his liabili- 
ties as $66,805 and no assets. 
Another of the craft that took the 
bankruptcy way out was William 
Thorpe Raymond whose petition, 
placed with the U. S. Court in New 
York, mention total liabilities of $626 





couple weeks, 


and no assets. 


Totman Gets a Break 
For the first time in three years, 


Press-Dispatch’ has the show boys|8nd in 25 scripts, Wellyn Totman, 


Monogram scripter, is not writing a 
Western. 

‘Riding-hell-bent’ into a scenario. 
Totman was so highly regarded as 
a writer of Westerns that the Trem 
Carr organization kept him at the 
open-spacers whether he liked them 
or not. One a month has been his 
average during the past two years. 
Recently he busted out in open re- 
bellion, and the company graduated 
him to features, giving him screen- 
play job on Edgar Wallace's ‘Ghost 
of John Halling.’ 





Still Odious 


Jane Terrill, ad managed of Long- 
mans, Green, says the recent 
analysis of advertising lineage 
briefed in ‘Variety’ from the ‘Pub- 
lishers’ Weekly’ includes all books 
from any of the publishers listed. 

Claims that gives a wrong slant 
on the number of lines per title, 
which hurts those who publish text 
books. Argues that there’s no use 
doing heavy newspaper advertising 
on Mellor’s ‘Comprehensive Treatise 
on Inorganic and Theoretical Chem- 
istry,’ for example, but that, among 
other things it helps to cut down the 
L-G lineage per title. 





Maybe Not 

Simon & Schuster may get out a 
new type of puzzle book, and again 
they may not. They have sent quer- 
ies and a sample puzzle to their 
cross word mailing list. Idea is to 
substitute dates for words in the us- 
ual layout with such questions as 
‘I. am the perimeter of a regu- 
lar hexagon inscribed in a circle 
whose diameter is 94’ and ‘Area of a 
circle in square inches .of a circle 
150 inches in diameter, disregarding 
decimals’, 

They are asking their correspond- 
ents if they will pay $1.35 for a col- 
lection of light diversion of that 
type. The answer seems to be a pro- 
nounced ‘No.’ 





From Jigs to Fairs 

Mystery story scribblers favoring 
topical backgrounds, not only be- 
cause it means a welcome change 
of locale, but also for the exploita- 
tion possibilities. Publishers en- 
couraging the idea, too, and in some 
instances offering suggestions along 
that line. 

Jigsaw craze brought in with it 
a flock of jigsaw mysteries, with 
quite a few of the tales embodying 
jigsaw in their titles. Now the Chi- 
cago World’s Fair is favored. Har- 
per has rushed into print ‘Murder 
at the World’s Fair,’ by Mary Plum, 
and Houghton Mifflin getting ready 
to issue ‘The World’s Fair Murders,’ 
by John Ashenhurst, 

That there will be other mystery 
tales centering about the World’s 
Fair is a foregone conclusion. 





Ed Gets the Kids 

W. Laurence Dickey, editor of the 
Kansas City ‘Journal-Post’, was last 
week granted a divorce from Mrs. 
Marjorie K. Dickey and given cus- 
tody of three minor children. The 
action was not contested. 

An attorney for Mrs. Dickey ad- 
vised the court that he had a letter 
from his client in which she stated 
that it was satisfactory for Mr. 
Dickey to have the children and 
that a satisfactory settlement had 
been made with her. Mrs. Dickey 
formerly was Miss Marjorie L. Ken- 
nedy of New York, a singer. 





Prof. Phelps Active 

Prof. Wm. Lyon Phelps, retiring 
from the Yale faculty this year, wi'l 
continue his literary and theatrical 
criticisms as heretofore. His plans 
also include the writing of books, 
with the possibility of an autobiog 
being among them. Publishers have 
approached him on this last sub- 
ject. 

Prof. Phelps will divide his time 
between writing and lectures, with 





51 platform dates set for next year. 





Distributors 
Mag distributors becoming almost 
as numerous as mags, the latest to 
enter the field being the Independent 
Magazine Distributors’ Company, 
organized by Morris Oberhardt and 
a number of associates. Said to 
have contracted a number of estab- 
lished publications dissatisfied with 
present distribution arrangements. 
Collapse of the Eastern Distribut- 
ing Company some time ago started 
the flood of small distributors. Some 
of the publishers, fearing a repeti- 





Chatter 


The Wednesday Social and Cul- 
ture Club (which meets on Fridays) 
meets at the Algonquin now, having 
foregone Ciro’s, although flirting 
with an outdoor garden for the 
summer sessions. 


Fairfax Downey is doing a biog- 
raphy on Richard Harding Davis. 
Scribner’s will bring it out. 


John Campbell breaks into print 
with a story in the current ‘Ameri- 
can Spectator.’ 


Vera von Blumenthal, authoress, 
has filed suit in Los Angeles Su- 
perior court against David Graham 
Fischer, Hollywood publisher, seek- 
ing an accounting on her book, 
‘Peter, the Czar-Reformer,’ which 
Fischer published in 1929, and the 
return of two manuscripts, “Toureue- 
neff’? and ‘Swiss Legends.’ Her suit 
charges that the publisher sold 1,000 
copies of ‘Peter’ at $6 per. 

Caroline Mount Timpson publish- 
ing a book of her own poems under 
the title of ‘Songs o’ Sunshine.’ 

Stanley V. Gibson, the ‘Motion 
Picture Magazine’ publisher, abroad 
for foreign studio news contacts. 


John J. Connington, down as the 


author of ‘Gold Brick Island,’ is 
really Alfred Walter Stewart. 
Alfred A. Knopf who, it is re- 


ported, will concentrate on books by 
Britishers next season, has gone to 
England to uncover maybe another 
Charles Morgan. 

Mary Lawton doing the Ignace 
Paderewski autobiog. 

Vina Delmar’s new one, “The Mar- 
riage Racket,’ out late next month. 

Leane Zugsmith, who went out 
into the cold with the rest of the 
Liveright unfortunates, has a new 
publisher already. It is Smith & 
Haas. 

Jack O’Keefe, brother of Walter 
O’Keefe, is doing a column of radio 
chatter for the United Feature Syn- 
dicate, a subsid of the U. P. 


Ben Washer and John Farrar 
showing Christa Winslow the town. 





Pct. Legit Stars 





(Continued from page 1) 


Lunts, Noel Coward, Jimmy Du- 
rante, Harry Richman, Bert Lahr 
and Fred Astaire. Katharine Cor- 
nell and George M. Cohan are 
others, but they, of course, are in 
the actor-manager class. 


For Stars Only 


The percentage idea under dis- 
cussion is not the usual co-op ar- 
rangement to which the shoestring 
ventures resort for want of promo- 
tional coin, but applies only to the 
money names heading the casts. 
For the moderate salaried player 
without a sizable box office draft 
there won’t be any deviation from 
present custom. 

Under an arrangement by which 
a manager declines to bind himself 
to a high-salaried guarantee for a 
star, unless that star draws his or 
her salary directly at the box office, 
the use of names in legit may be- 
come more general than it has in 
the past two or three years, many 
managers believe. Not wishing to 
tie themselves up, producers have 
ducked the costly name _ proposi- 
tions lately, hoping their shows 
would get by on merit. 

The legit star, if available on a 
percentage arrangement, would add 
greatly to the box office chances of 
a show that, in itself, is meritorious, 
but needs the personality of a star 
to steer attention to its value. A 
show with a star in its cast is much 
more assured of pre-opening at- 
tention from public and press than 
a show without one. 

It is further figured that percen- 
tage playing, if acceptable, on the 
actors’ side, might be the means of 
attracting star material from other 
show branches, such as radio and 
pictures. The natural skepticism of 
stars alien to legit over the possible 
profits to be derived from legit 
might be overcome by a couple of 
good illustrations from legit’s own 
stars on percentage, it is figured in 


} 
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Going Places 


(Continued from page 12) 
soft and sweet they're 
gentle patter of rain? 

They look so trim and pre 
in their glistening new rain sui 
so bright and shiny, 
Hall's letting them have hone 

st 
truly rain to play -— 
real water splash 





like the 


tomer’s wide-eyed wonder, Thig 
Music Hall is a miraculous Place 
for only a short while before, didn’t 
they see Samson himself Single. 
handed, to the strains of ‘Samson 
and Delilah,’ pushing down the 
pillars of the temple? 
look at the place, making rain ag 
easy as pie. . 

Making girls come out of Dresden 
china cups too. Making a Sugar 
bowl and cream pitcher dance, Kay, 
Katya and Kay, Dresden china 
figurines, step off their plate and 
leap about, oh so comically, and 
even making Katya, who but a mo- 
ment before was an inanimate pore 
celain doll, thumb her nose with 
suddenly acquired modernity. 





Pulmotoring ‘Peg’ 


It doesn't matter to Marion 
Davies that the world has grown 
away from ‘Peg o’ My Heart,’ hag 
passed her by for stronger stuff— 
Miss Davies still believes her, still 
admires her, still loves her just the 
same. Peg is real and alive to Miss 
Davies, perhaps the very tonic this 
weary era needs. Anyway, 
Davies is going to find out, and 
while she’s about it, she’s going to 
give her every break she knows 
how. 

So Miss Davies puts all her 
sincerity and warmth into her reec- 
reation of that funny, earnest little 
Irish girl. Is she goes overboard 
on cuteness now and then, if some- 
times she’s so very quaint that she 
very nearly defeats her own pur- 
pose, it’s only because she’s so 
genuinely enthusiastic about Peg, 
and nobody around, watching her 
fervent loyalty, has the heart to 
take her aside and whisper to her 
‘shush.’ She’s so happy playing 
Peg, so proud of her in her smart 
new riding clothes, that she can't 
help it, she’s got to dance for joy 
on a table at the hunt breakfast— 


out to her that the critical old 
cameras are watching. 

What Miss Davies finds most be- 
witching about Peg is her extraore 
dinary youthfulness. Sometimes, 
in her knee length skirts, black 
cotton stockings and pig tails, she 
can’t be more than eleven years old. 
Even when she sheds her comedy 
rig for fine raiment, she still keeps 
her blonde bob tidy with baby rib- 
bon bows. But Peg is not only &@ 
stalwart little darling, an unshatter- 
able personality, given the opportue 
nity to show it, she has real chic 
Her heavy satin pyjamas with their 
casually fitted little jacket and 
matching tailored long robe display 
great style, and in their beautifully 
cut simplicity, great luxury too. 

Juliette Compton and Irene 
Browne are perfectly villainous— 
until they finally realize what @ 
splendid girl that Peg is. 





Slumming 


Every so often the Capitol’s Ches- 
ter Hale Girls get an unconquerable 
nostalgia for those quaint old Mont- 
marte cellar dives, They know & 
slow, writhing dance routine, and 
they like it, they've got the slithery 
black satin dresses with red tulle 
ruffed arm holes and red sequin long 
gloves to do it in, and they’ve al- 
ways found it goes best in the Cap- 
itol’s underground cafe set. So this 
week the Capitol stage show lets 
them have their way, even hires 
the Apache adagio team, Ayres and 
Rene, to clinch the fact it really is 
in Montmarte wherein the show’s 
finale is laid. 

Since the stage show is so nice 
to them, the Chester Hale Girls are 
glad to reciprocate. Joan Blondell 
is visiting, and to make her feel at 
home the show opens with a set 
depicting the outside of a picture 
studio, while the girls dance before 
it, extras, no doubt, in two-piece 
cream-colored satin dresses with 
black gloves, belts and hats with the 
inevitable circular veils. Miss Blon- 
dell speaks her piece blithely in @ 
white princess frock with rumba 
ruffles at its sweeping hem and red 
poppies massed on her shoulder, dis 
ports herself plensingly, secure in 
the knowledge that white is an ¢x* 
cellent choice for setting off het 
sun-tan make-up and golden hair, 
that the color of her lip rouge is 
exactly that of her poppies. Her 
screen personality remains intact on 
the Capitol stage as her prettiness 
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Wives of 


(Continued from page 1) 
gocial matters. Just why the 
fraus hear so much about their 
husbands’ business affairs is no 
open secret. Surmises are that the 
husbands, when at home, have 
nothing but their work on their 
mind, and detail it to their wives, 
either because they want the wom- 
an intuition on whatever it may 
be or because they want their 
wives to know how important they 
are in the film making industry. 


Always Business 

Wives who assemble at social af- 
fairs in Hollywood speak freely 
about their husband’s affairs. This 
may come from the fact that when 
husbands and wives are in a party, 
away from their offices, the hus- 
pands usually talk without reserva- 
tion about their business, etc., with 
their wives as listeners-in. 

Through this close communion 
of business knowledge between 
husbands and wives there are 
many males in Hollywood who be- 
lieve the wives are sufficiently in- 
fluential with their husbands to ap- 
proach the former for any objec- 
tive desired at a_ studio, rather 
than go to the latter direct. Fre- 
quently this has worked out. 
Friendship with the wives in sev- 
eral instances is reported to have 
acted better for the applicant than 
his ability warranted, placing him 
in a position where others with 
higher qualifications had been 
turned down. The wives appear to 
appreciate .that they are of some 
consequence in the business end. 
They permit the males to cater to 
them at parties, knowing that their 
escorts or acquaintances are indi- 
rectly seeking a favor or a job 
through them from their husbands. 

If there are any wives of the 
Hollywood showmen who are not 
in this category, they seemingly 
remain at home and are not mem- 
bers of the various feminine 
cliques which gather here or there 
for their pros and cons. 

Wives and Publicity 

Many of the wives have their 
own ideas on business conduct, en- 
gagement and publicity—particu- 
larly publicity. If they are not 
self-seekers for their names in 
print, it is something again for 
their husbands. Because of this, 
the wives take especial pains to be 
pleasant to the newspaper chatter- 
The chatterers seem to be 





ers. 

present at all parties, house or 
otherwise. The good things, in- 
cluding booze, are as free, if not 


freer, to the column guessers than 
any of the regular guests. 

There is also a separate chapter 
concerning the husbands and the 
chatterers which is wholly apart 
from the wives. This particular as- 
pect seems to be that a gossip col- 
umn can be effectively employed as 
a blackjack against husbands if the 
publishers are so disposed. 

Social Equality 

Socially, the wives appear to be 
on an equal basis through remaining 
in their own circle. For film socia- 
bility there appears to be three cir- 
cles or cliques among the Holly- 
wood women at present. Two have 
been standing for years, headed by 
their respective ‘queens,’ who -still 
maintain their dominance, either 
through prestige or command. The 
third, and newer circle, is that re- 
cently created by the influx of the 
classier legits from the east who 
are now in talkers. Most of these 
are content to remain by themselves 
for social recreation in their own 
way. They do not care to break 
into the picture cliques. While 
some of the legits are seen here or 
there at one or the other’s parties, 
there is no general inner exchange 
of invitations. 

Ultra Barred 

The big social barrier of Holly- 
wood and Los Angeles against the 
Picture colony seems to be the ultra 
set of the native residents. They 
have steadily failed to give the stu- 
dios social recognition in invitations 
to their exclusive affairs. One or 
more of the ‘queens’ here have from 
time to time almost broken a leg or 
neck trying to secure an invitation. 

As a summary, the knowledge of 
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Golfing Dangers 





Chances that golfers take in 
merely walking around a course 
are brought home when it is 
realized that every week New 
York hospitals handle a sur- 
prising number of cases result- 
ing from links mishaps. 

An official of one prominent 
hospital declares it is not un- 
usual for his institution to 
handle from 30 to 40 golf in- 
jury cases on week-ends. 











the wives seems to work no injury 
or hindrance to their husbands, or 
the latter’s affairs. It is a curious 
commentary upon a peculiar situa- 
tion, that is temperamental in var- 
ious other ways, that these all- 
knowing wives without previous 
business experience should believe 
they know so much, even if only by 
hearsay. 
Chattering Menace 

It is partial knowledge with some 
of the show wives of this section 
that the biggest menace to all of 
them just now is one of the col- 
umn chatterers. This chatterer ap- 
pzrently has a wrong streak that 
tries to break down family ties. 
Chatterer’s methods are very crude 
at all times, whether employed in 
type, or on the side. Much of this 
destructive procedure is side stuff. 
Once in awhile it comes out in open 
print when the chatterer wants to 
‘pay off’ or put in a split-up slug 
to help along a friend, or on behalf 
of the husband’s family. The latter 
was a recent occurence. 

Most of the wives are more cheer- 
ful at this outlook through believing 
they have enough on the chatterer 
for self-protection. That the chat- 
terer assumes a Mother Superior at- 
titude of personal operation does 
not in the least alarm the wives of 
Hollywood, who stand in no fear of 
that sort of stuff. 


Chicago Digging Out 
Of Venerable Dirt 


Chicago, May 22. 

Buildings that haven’t been dirt- 
conscious in 20 years are being 
sandblasted. Sprucing up for the 
World’s Fair is so widespread that 
companies doing exterior janitoring 
are scarcely able to keep up with 
their orders. All of the loop thea- 
tres will get a going-over. B&K 
started last week at the United 
Artists. 

Another typical preparation for 
the Exposition is the converting of 
all available space into parking lots. 
Incredible as it seems a doze: build- 
ing from State and Lake on the 
north to 22nd street on the south 
have been torn down to make auto 
parks. Even the cost of razing and 
loss of other rents has proved no 
obstacle to their transformation. 











Marjorie Garrett in 
Bankruptcy fer $7,153 


Marjorie Garrett’s recent produc- 
tion try on her own wound up last 
Saturday (20) in the Federal Court 
in New York with a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy in which she 
gave $7,153 as total liabilities. No 
assets shown. ; 

Of the lability tally, $1,437 was 
due, she said, for actor and stage- 
hand wages connected with a legit 
show of hers in Miami. 


Long Beach Ends Tax 
For Parking in Street 


Long Beach, N. Y., May 22. 

Town has dropped the nuisance 
tax which it collected from motor- 
ists who parked on streets ad- 
jacent to the ocean. 

This form of taxation was very 
unpleasant to visitor. Many who 
were caught never came back. 


Pickins After Angel 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Bill Pickins left here for the east 
last week to try to line up some at- 
tractions and money for his sports 
arena which he is promoting on the 
Feverly-Hollywood fringe. Arena 
will be spotted on the Gilmore Oil 
property, adjoining which will be 
a dog racetrack, now under con- 
struction. Track is reported to be 
financed by the oi] company. 

Pickins plans a 30,000 capacity 
arena for all types of sports events. 
During the past winter, he has been 
running motorcycle races at the old 
White Sox ball yard. 








CONNOLLY BROKE, OWES 
$208,409, ASSETS ZERO 


Bankruptcy petition Bobby Con- 
nolly filed in New York Saturday 
(20) pictures him in the red for a 
total of $208,409. No assets. 

Biggest portion of the liabilities 
were attributed by Connolly to three 
loan notes connected with his ‘Prin- 
cess Charming’ and ‘Ballyhoo’ pro- 
ductions. Two ‘Princess Charming’ 
notes, endorsed also by Arthur 
Swanstrom, Lee Shubert, J. J. Shu- 
bert and the Shubert Theatre Corp 
totaled $125,000. 

Third obligation was on a ncte 
for $3,500 executed to Gates & 
Morange, Inc. and endorsed be- 
sides himself by Norman Anthony, 
Louis Gensler, Russell Patterson 
and J. M. Goddard, Connolly’s for- 
mer lawyer. Gates & Morange ob- 
tained a judgment on the latter note 
in the N. Y. Supreme court several 
months ago. 

Included among his other credi- 
tors are Jack Donahue’s widow, $4,- 





038; Joseph Urban, $2,527; Benny 
Davis, $1,442; Fred Coots, $1,222; 
the Brooks Costume Co., $11,245; 


Eaves, Schneider & Blythe, $4,245: 
and the T. B. McDonald Construc- 
tion Co., $6,333. 


Beer Floppo as 
Get-Rich-Quickie 
In Hollywood 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Of the dozen or more beer gar- 
dens slated to spring up in Holly- 
wood only one started, and that 
folded after four days. 

Beer is not proving the bonanza 
hereabouts as anticipated. Brown 
Derby is selling around $60 worth a 
day, with profit considered in the 
negligible column. Both Levy’s and 
Sardi’s are doing better with the 
brew, but have nothing to brag 
about so far as profit from this end 
is concerned. 

It is estimated that around $200,- 
000 in sucker money has been 
raised here for the building of gar- 
dens with several picture names go- 
ing in, but as yet these pretentiously 
planned parlors are still in the 
future. 

Vaude players and cabaret talent 
who saw in beer’s return a chance 
at work have about given up hope. 











Tacoma-Seattle Dates 
Tacoma, Wash., May 22. 

The highway between here and 
Seattle, 32 miles, is thick with beer 
parlors and whatnots. Some of 
them are featuring dance orches- 
tras and hideaways in the trees. 

There is a double highway be- 
tween the two cities, which means 
drivers a little dizzy can always 
make it. 

Musicians in Seattle and Tacoma 
are cashing in. on these places of 
retreat and getting good money. 
Bookers are trying to place some 
acts and it looks like the vaude 
boys and girls might be working 
for a day or two a week. 


Won’t Unscramble It 


Hollywood, May 22. 

Previous indications that Mexican 
divorces might be relegated to the 
past insofar as California is con- 
cerned met with a setback when 
Superior Judge Gould ruled that the 
below-the-border divorce which 
Ruth Gillette, actress, obtained 
from Rowland G. Robbins several 
months ago must stand. 

The judge declared that, although 
the foreign decree may have been 
gotten under fraud, it was by a 
voluntary act of the actress and 
precluded Miss Gillette from con- 
tinuing with a divorce -ction filed 
in this country. 


Judge Raps Prohi Agent 
As ‘Too Drunk to Know’ 


Chicago, May 22. 

Federal Judge James Wilkerson, 
never partial to prohibition agents, 
declared from the bench in the trial 
of Harry Voiler last week that the 
prohibition agent, George Whitlock, 
| was ‘too drunk to be a reliable wit- 
'ness.’ Case involved a pinch made 
lin 1931 against the Planet Mars, now 
| closed, but then operated by Voller. | 
| Whitlock testified he had five 
| highballs. 














By Jack 





Skeered ? 





‘Variety's’ baseball team 
claimed its first victory of the 
season against the Friars, and 
chalked up a shutout, 9 to 0. 

Game was scheduled for this 
afternoon (23), somewhere in 
Central Park, but the Friars 
reported its team had split up 
after three or four clubmen 
practiced one hour. 

‘Variety’ could only dig up 
six players, too. 


The Eight-Ball Keed Sinks 


Seaman from the Portside 














By JACK PULASKI 


After a boxing lapse of two 
months, Madison Square Garden 
was excellently attended Friday 
(19), the occasion being Kid 
Chocolate’s 
his so-called 
from the efforts of Seaman Tom 
Watson, the limey beer slinger. 

There were stories abroad as to 
the why of the week’s postpone- 
ment of the match and the Keed 
came in under his normal weight 
at 123% pounds. Advance ticket 
sale was very mild at the $5.50 top, 
but on the day of the match there 
was a constant line at the box of- 
fice. 

Chocolate was not at his best, 
but good enough to beat the Sea- 
man, the Cuban proving he has 
something on the eight ball, also 
that his punches possess knock- 
down power when rightly timed. 
The odds were 3 to 1 on the Keed 
and the decision was unanimous. 

There was a difference of opin- 
ion among the fans, plenty believ- 
ing the thing to be very close. 
Actually it never was. Watson is 
a rugged little man and a game- 
ster, but showed little class as a 
boxer. 
that by roughing, hitting with the 
elbows, 
good measure. 
bird and warnings from the ref- 
eree. The Keed dropped Watson in 
the 10th round, landing three left 
hooks to the chin. 

The point score gave the Kid 
eight rounds, with two or three to 
the Britisher, the rest being even. 

If there was any doubt as to who 
is the best man, the Kid cleared 
that~-up in the last two rounds. 
Throughout the 14th he plantgd 
solid left hooks to the body time 
after time, in fact it was one of the 
best left hand exhibitions of the 
year. 

No boxing card at the Garden 
this week, the indoor season being 
about shot. Next major event will 
be the Schmeling-Baer scrap at the 
Yankee Stadium, June 8. Jack 
Dempsey will do something no 
other promoter ever dared try. He 
is going to box one round with 
both contestants, at their respec- 
tive training camps next Friday 
and Saturday. Out of condition, he 
is taking a ghance even with the 
extra-padded gloves. So are the 
other two fellows. 


Merkel Spouse Aids 
Air Corps fer China 


San Francisco, May 22. 

Margaret Chung, San Francisco’s 
femme Chinese surgeon, is be- 
ing assisted in her plans to or- 
ganize an aviation and hospital 
corps to fight in China against the 
Japanese by Ronald Burla, flying 
engineer and husband of Una Mer- 
kel, film player. 

Sailing of the two units, both 
filled, is being held up due to 
finances. So far, entire idea has 
been bankrolled by Dr. Chung. 

For the aviation unit she had 
over 1,200 applications from former 
army and navy aviators. 


RACING IN WEST VA. 


Charleston, W. Va., May 22. 

The ponies soon will be running 
in West Virginia to the tune of 
pari mutuels for the first time. Al- 
though Governor H. Guy Kump did 
not sign the bill he permitted it to 
become a law without attaching 
his signature. 

The bill at first 
legalize al] form of 








drawn to 
speed com- 


was 





petition but dog racing 
amended out. 
Revenue to the 


$500,000 a 


tate in excess of 


year is forecast. 


successful defense of 
featherweight title 


He tried to make up for 


plus a bit of heeling for 
That provoked the 


was | 


Tm Telling You’ 


Osterman 
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...-AND NOW IT’S JUNE AGAIN 
BUT SHOW BUSINESS WHERE 
ARE YOU’? 





Report 
We've been informed that Hitler 
received over 500 wires on Mother's 
day. 





Advice 
Dave Vine tells us that everyone 
keeps telling him to keep a stiff up- 
per lip, but what worries him is 
what will keep the lower one from 
sagging. 





Food a la Cravat 

We had lunch the other with Al 
Rogers and Joe Ward. Joe kept 
spilling food all over his gray tie, 
which gave it a very appetizing as- 
pect. Finally Joe asked the waiter, 
‘What kind of pie goes well with a 
gray tie?’ 


— 





Depression Gag 56789 
Jesse Block (and Sully) phones to 
say that things in Hollywood are 
so tough King Kong is working for 
an organ grinder. 





Out of the ‘Speaks’ of Babes 

Some of the boys insist if beer 
doesn’t improve, beer drinkers will 
turn to hard liquor. 





More Truth Than—— 
Ballard McDonald confides that 
he has a little red book which he 
calls his scrap book. When we asked 
him why he calls it that, he an- 
swered, ‘Because every time my 
wife finds it, we have a scrap.’ 





Broadway Philosophy 

And one cynical author confides 
that some people are born great, 
some people achieve greatness and 
other’s have greatness thrust upon 
them, but the majority on Broad- 
way thrust themselves upon the 
ereat. 





Quite True 

One of the Grand Street Boys 
relates the tale of a member who 
was ‘touched’ in the Subway for 
$150 in cash and $600 in checks. 
Somebody consoled, ‘Well you can 
stop the checks.’ The older man re- 
plied, ‘But you can’t stop the cash? 





By Way of Direction 

A stranger in town asked a 47th 
St. corner resident how to get to 
the Bond Bldg. The lay-off informed 
‘Walk half a block till you see a cop 
chasing actors away, look for a blue 
serge suit in the window and turn 
to your left.’ 





Memories 

We were speaking of that swell 
wit, the late Grant Clarke, the other 
night when the story. was recalled 
of the girl who went with Monte 
Brice and then transferred her at- 
tentions to Lew Brice. When they 
told Grant about it, he nonchalantly 
replied, ‘The poor girl is suffering 
with Brice disease.’ 

Things You'll Probably Never See 

Pulaski in a beauty parlor.... 
Vincent Lopez laughing out loud 
..--Rooney and Bent’s’ kitchen 
empty....Ted Healy without a 


stooge....A stooge without Ted 
Healy....Broadvway without some- 
one stopping for a touch....And 


that goes for many other avenues 
...-A presentation without a Rasch 
girl....A Rasch girl being rash.... 
And no matter what the weather 
may be somebody not coming up to, 
you and saying, ‘What a day.’ 








Ostermania 
But the baby {fs six months old.... 
Summer is here again....and we 


hope the sunshine will bring more 
into the lives of ma.y who need it 
...- After all it’s tough to take this 
racket too. seriously....especially 
when you see the late Earnest Tor- 
rence in ‘I Cover the Waterfront’....« 
| and all the way through the picture 
| the reporter insists he'll write his 
obituary....In the end, that fine ac- 
tor who appeared with my mother 
Kathryn Osterman, when t was a 
kid, passes on....i. reel life as he 
| did last week in real life....ARB 
| YOU READING? 


Wampas’ Shindig 
Hollywood, May 22, 
Wampas will hold a shindig at 
Agua Caliente Saturday and Sun- 
day, May 27-28 with a golf tourney 
second day on the Caliente links. 
This is in lieu of the usual yearly 
party. This year the 
pay for their own—at 
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| cut prices 


ALLA ALO TOO iE 


SA NE Se ie le i pt a ay 
pone ir p 








a 


ne 














Se 











52 VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 
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U. S. Supreme court refuses to 
reconsider its recent decision sus- 
taining the lower court in its re- 
fusal to adjudicate suit of Philip 
Horn and Percy Morgan, Jr,., 


against Sam Harris and others. 





Joe Weinstock drew a suspended 
sentence when arraigned on a 
charge of talking back toa cop. He 
accused two policemen of with- 
holding part of the evidence against 
two men pinched in the lobby of the 
Republic for disorderly conduct. 





Opera subscriptions coming in 
strong. About 97% of the old sub- 
scribers will again take their seats, 
and plenty of applications from 
newcomers. Shortened season be- 
lieved to be helping. 





Tough on the ring men. Carnera 
nicked, and now jury holds that 
Stanislaus Zbyszko owes Gladys 
Buszek $18,000 for allegedly jilting 
her. She asked for $100,000. 





Threats to kidnap the daughters 
of Leopold Stokowski, leader of the 
Phila. orch., led to the posting of a 
police guard last week. 





About 20,000 temporary beer per- 
mits will be out when the new N. Y. 
state beer commission gets down to 
work, but there'll be 40,000 left and 
no danger of a drought. 





Police to warn men who appear 
on public beaches clad only in 
trunks. Going to wait to see what 
the girls wear: 





Three Detroit men given medals 
by the Franklin society of Phila., 
for their Spectroheliokinemato- 
graph. That's a motion picture 
camera for taking the planets. 





Conrad Nagel to play in stock at 
Atlantic City. 





Govt. to drop 55 federal men in 
this district. Fewer raids in pros- 


pect. 


Lenore Ulric says she’s not only 
going to shed Sidney Blackmer but 
also she’s never, never again going 
to slip into the yoke. 








Central Park zoo offers a camel 
and a bison for sale. Also some 
llamas and a lot of wool. Circus 
folk or parks expected to absorb 
the animals. 





Stage hands insist that ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ and ‘Another Lan- 
guage’ are now roadshows, demand- 
ing more stage hands. As a result 
shows will close. 





‘Tattle Tales’ will open at the 
Broadhurst June 1. 





Nantucket (R. I.), Yacht Club 
will house a summer theatre. Sea- 
son opens July 19 with Maurice 
Wells directing and Eva M. Fry 
b. m. 





Phila. orch. faces an additional 
pay cut of 9%. New subscriptions 
are off and so is the income from 
phonograph records, 





Peggy Fears and Equity in a 
jam over who's going to bring 
Dorothy Hall back from London. 
Meanwhile A. C. Blumenthal sends 
her funds. He had a bond up with 


‘New York Theatres 
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Theres ALWAYS A 
BETTER SHOW c¢ RKO! 


RKO PALACE 5". 
Story of Temple Drake 


with MIRIAM HOPKINS 
Plus RKO Vaudeville 


RKO S6th ST. dave 
Wed. to Fri., May 24 to 26 
‘Circus Queen Murder’ 


ST. pwar. 
Wed. to Fri., May 24 to 26 
\ ‘Circus Queen Murder’ 


with ADOLPHE MENJOU 


















—On Screen— 


14 Stars! 
200 Giris! 


“42nd STREET” 


On the Stage 
WM. DEMAREST and Others 
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MARION DAVIES 


in “PEG O' MY HEART" 
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os In Person: Joan Blondell, 
SF st Dick Powell, Stoopnagle 
and Buda 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





after the 


Equity, but withdrew it 
matrimonial clash, 





Minsky’s Republic adds beer and 
pretzels free to patrons when the 
shows have to clean up. 





Rachel Crothers misses out on 
the Pulitzer prize, but the Theatre 
club pins a medal on ‘When Ladies 
Meet.’ 





Ethel Merman has renewed her 
contract with Schwab & Mandel 
and will tour with ‘Take a Chance.’ 





Am. Women’s Assn. announces it 
is unable to use the Maine estate 
willed by Elisabeth Marbury for 
the use of its members. 





Fred Keating finishng off a novel 
he started in 1929. Has had time to 
write since he went legit. 





Old Proctor’s 5th Av. theatre to 
house a stage show again. Price 
ranges from 20 to 60c. 





Mrs. Frances W. King, who was 
charged by Bruce Barton with at- 
tempted extortion, in Bellevue for 
observation, 





In the Jersey vote on repeal of 
the 18th amendment, Hoboken 
voted wet 110 to 1. 





Stanley Ridges gets a year's con- 
tract with Theatre Guild. 





Julius Hopp, of the Shakespeare 
theatre, and Eugene Roder talking 
over a light opera venture. 





Stage Craft productions organiz- 
ing barnstormers for ‘Street Scene’ 
and ‘Take My Advice.’ To tour 
Jersey resorts. 





Mrs. Frances E. Spence gets a 
writ enjoining Metro from showing 
her in Sloppy Joe’s saloon in Hav- 
ana. Metro tells the court the 
writ is not necessary as the clip 
was deleted when she requested. 





Dwight Dere Wiman has bought 
the drama rights to Edward Hope's 
‘She Loves Me Not,’ story of under- 
graduate life at Princeton. To be 
made into a musical. 





Photoflash lights, of comparatively 
recent development for smokeless 
flashlights, now to be had with 
coated bulbs which eliminate the 
glare. Only the ultra violet rays are 
passed and the glare is filtered out. 





Barbara McDonald, who has been 
dancing with Hal LeRoy in ‘Strike 
Me Pink,’ will be given Gracie Bar- 
rie’s part in addition to her dancing. 





oe tax for the first 23 days 
added $9,139,687 to the U. S. Treas- 
ury. 





Mrs. August Belmont elected to 
the directorate of Met. opera. The 
former Eleanor Robson, of the stage. 
Robert Fulton Cutting and Edward 
T. Stotesbury resign, claiming they 
cannot spare the time. Cornelius N. 
Bliss, Myron C. Taylor, Robert S. 
Brewster and William Wardwell 
also appointed. 





Joseph Gehlman new prexy of 
Theatrical Protective Union No. 1, 
succeeding James J. Brennan. 

Harry Thaw looking for a ghost 
to write the story of hi life. 





Nat Cherin has bought a 50% in- 
terest in the N. Y. exchange of Prin- 
cipal Distributing Corp. 





Mrs. S. L. Rothafel helped save 
her sick parents when their home 
at Forest City, Pa., was destroyed 
by fire Sunday (21). 





Martha Lorber, actress, settles 
out of court suit of Ivan Tarsoff, 
dance teacher. It was her conten- 
tion she had the run of his studio 
in return for the pupils she brought 
him. 





Ted Lewis’ and Eddie Duchin’s 
bands will ~ rform in Central Park 
this (Tuesday) afternoon in an al- 
leged ball game. 





Belle Livington will open her 
N. Y. night club tonight (Tuesday). 





A. C. Blumenthal says he will do 
a ‘Follies’ next fall. 

West Virginia senate voted down 
a proposition to adjourn from Sat- 
urday until today because Monday 
was circus day. But some of them 
played hookey. 





N. Y. beer commission to require 
all brew to be labeled with mini- 
mum as well as maximum alcoholic 
content. To check the sale of near 
beer as 3.2. 





Former Mrs. J. J. Shubert loses 
her plea for alimony. Divorced in 
1917, she obtained $100,000 in year- 





ly payments of $7,500 under separa- 
tion agreement. Now claims that 


agreement was signed under duress 
but court dismisses claim as out- 
lawed by statute of limitations. 





Billy Connolly and Marjorie Gar- 
rett file in bankruptcy. Connolly 
lists $208,409 liabilities and no as- 
sets. Miss Garrett has $100 with 
which to meet claims of $7,152. 





Burns Mantle in the ‘News’ offers 
the story that the stagehands’ ac- 
tion against dollar legit shows is 
influenced by the fear that cheap 
drama will hurt the picture projec- 
tionists with whom they are affili- 
ated. 





Repertory Playhouse Associates, 
who plan a season of colored reper- 
tory next season with subscribers 
an’ everything, will give a sample 
copy at the Bijou next Sunday 
(28). 





Max Gordon, said to be flirting 
with the idea of doing Alice Duer 
Miller’s novel, ‘Gowns by Roberts,’ 
as a musical, Jerome Kern and 
Otto Harbach for the words and 
music, 





Duke Ellington slated to do the 
score for a Negro revue that Henry 
Hammond, Inc., plans for B'way 
next season. 





Walter Hartwig in from Holly- 
wood to frame his summer stock 
for Ogunquit, Me. Opens July 1. 





Reported the ‘Greenwich Village 
Follies’ may come to life this sum- 
mer with old backers, A. J. Jones, 
Morris Green and John Murray An- 
derson. 





That Joe Cook musical is hot 
again. This time Producing Asso- 
ciates said to be interested. No 
name yet, but Owen Murphy has 
turned out the book and lyrics and 
Russell Bennett is busy over the 
music. Shubert backing. 





Paris crowd gives Marlene Die- 
trich’s pants the razz at the rail- 
road station. 





City court justice reserves deci- 
sion on application of Conley, Inc., 
for a judgment against Peggy Joyce 
for $2,500. Claim is based on a note 
given by her to the Chatham 
Phoenix bank and represents the 
difference between the present 
value of collateral given to secure 
the note and the face of the note 
itself. She contends that the col- 
lateral was admittedly sufficient 
when the note was made and that 
the bank was negligent in not dis- 
posing of the securities. 





Marx brothers drop their suit 
against Paramount for an account- 
ing of the profits of ‘Monkey 
Shines.’ Reserve the right to sue 
the bankrupt estate if the account- 
ing shows that they have any 
claim, 





Harlem is to have a fashion 
show with boy mannequins. 


Coast 


Continuing their ‘clean up the 
county’ campaign, members of the 
L. A. sheriff's vice squad raided 
more than 50 cafes, massage par- 
lors and alleged speakeasies, arrest- 
ing 14 men and 27 women and con- 
fiscating a large quantity of liquors 
and gambling equipment. The Cha- 
teau club and the Pom Pom cafe, 
Hollywood nite spots, were among 
those raided. 











George K. Arthur, actor, ordered 
in L. A. Municipal court to pay $1,- 
122.77 to the Warwick Hotel, N. Y. 
Latter filed suit to collect that 
amount, alleging that the actor had 
only paid $1,158 on a $2,204 pill. 





Patricia Young, radio singer, de- 
feated in her $10,630 suit filed in 
L. A. Superior court against Dr. 
Herman Baker, dentist. Former al- 
leged in her complaint that she 
suffered an attack of blood poison- 
ing because of alleged faulty den- 
tistry. 

Earl J. Haley filed suit for $2,500 
in L. A. Superior court against Will 
James, author, alleging in his com- 
plaint that this amount is due as a 
commission for selling the motion 
picture rights of defendant’s book, 
‘Smoky, to the Fox Film Corp. for 
$15,000. 





Don Eddy, film p. a., and his four 
brothers and four sisters filed suit 
for $100,000 in L. A. Superior court 
against Charles F. Mayes, alleging 
in their complaint that the defend- 
ant was careless when his car 
struck their mother, Bessie Hynes 
Eddy, causing her death. 





Walt Disney Productions, Ltd., 
filed an injunction petition in Fed- 
eral court, L. A., to restrain the 





Pioneer Mercantile Co., and Pete 








Variety takes no 


Simos and John Carnockis, film ex- 
hibitors, from television broadcast 
of ‘Mickey Mouse’ films, alleging 
violation of copyright laws. 





Harry M. Blinn, actor, filed suit 
for $26,000 in L. A. Superior court, 
against his brother, Benjamin F. 
Blinn, alleging in his complaint the 
latter had beaten him, 





Herbert Van Loan, writer, exon- 
erated of the charge of failure to 
provide for his daughter, brought 
against him by Gertrude Van 
Loan, in L. A. Superior court, after 
he had produced receipts showing 
he had paid more than $1,000 in 
the past nine months toward sup- 
port of the girl. 





Mae Brightman Lang awarded 
$35 a week separate maintenance 
from Freeman Lang, radio an- 
nouncer, pending her divorce suit, 
filed in L. A. Superior court, in 
which she charges cruelty. 





Claudia (Morgan) Cummings, ac- 
tress, granted a divorce from Tal- 
pot Cummings after testifying in 
L. A. Superior court that her hus- 
band used abusive language and 
drank too much. 





After counter orders, then an 
agreement between attorneys, Eric 
von Stroheim will continue to pay 
his former wife, May von Stroheim, 
$75 for the support of his son. Ac- 
tion was in Superior court, L. A. 





Hamilton MacFadden, director, 
robbed of his car and $13 in cash 
after bandits stopped him in front 
of his Hollywood home. 





George Schumann, son of Madame 
Ernestine Schumann - Heink, re- 
ceived a fractured leg, while loading 
baggage into an automobile prior to 
the departure of his mother and 
himself from Tacoma, Wash. 





Kenneth Kneedler, blind musician, 
filed suit for divorce against Vivian 
Kneedler in L. A. Superior Court, 
charging that his wife left him after 
gaining an acquaintance with an- 
other man, via a short wave radio 
transmitter, which both had. 





Federal officers arrested Dick La- 
mar, alleged manager, and confis- 
cated a large quantity of liquors 
and gambling devices, following raid 
on ~ Who's Who's It Club, Holly- 
wood. 





Mexican authorities arrested and 
held 11 men, including Harry Wil- 
kins, owner of a Tia Juana bar, 
pending investigation of a $100,000 
fire and explosion which burned 
three bars in the border city. Those 
held asserted that they believed the 
ae was set ‘out of spite’ by gang- 
sters. 





When Charles Ray and his wife 
appeared in L.A. Superior court on 
summons to explain non-payment 
of a $5,008.58 °“-dgment obtained 
against them several months ago by 
the Retail Merchants’ Credit Ass’n., 
the actor testified that he and his 
wife were broke and jobless. 





W. A. Stotts, Jr., film stunt man, 
freed on bail, following his arrest 
in Los Angeles by Federal authori- 
ties on charges of allegedly trans- 
porting a stolen automobile from 
Oklahoma City to Colorado, Tex. 





Walter J. Noble, actor, bound over 
to L.A. Superior court for trial on 
1.anslaughter charges after wit- 
nesses testified in Municipal court 
that he was responsible for the traf- 
fic death of Mrs. Ruth Pratt. 





Lyle Womack, former husband of 
Ruth Elder, aviatrix, and Louise 
Tucker announced their intentions 
to marry in L. A. May 22. 





Eleanor Boardman, actress, or- 
dered in L.A. Municipal c_ rt to 
pay a $1,256 judgment to Detective 
Lucien Wheeler for services which 
he allegedly rendered when he 
tr_iled the actress’s former husband, 
King Vidor, director. 





Estelle Cohen granted a divorce 
from Albert J. Cohen, story agent 
at Universal, in L.A, Beaperior court, 
on grounds of cructtys, 





Because a pint consists of 16 
ounces, County Sealer Charles M. 
Fuller, Los Angeles, has threat- 
ened to prosecute firms selling 11 
and 12-ounce bottles of beer as 
‘pints.’ 

Arthur Richman, writer, is com- 
ing from New York to join the 
Zanuck-Schenck organization for a 
one-picture deal with options. 








Barbara Dedford Roscoe, actress, 
dropped her suit against Wallace 
3eery, in which she asked an ac- 
counting of a $10,000 life insurance 
left to the actor by her late hus- 
band, Allan Roscoe. Beery testified 









—<———= 


that debts left by Roscoe ¢ 
nearly $12,000. He also stated thet 
he had a complete financial plan 
the future of the Roscoe child, faq 





Jackie Cooper, under the terms of 
a new contract okayed by Superigg 
Judge Marshall McComb, Logs : 
geles, will receive $1,300 a wee, for 
40 stanzas during 1933-34. Up 
his present old termer with mw 
Jackie was scheduled to get $2,000 
weekly beginning May 9. , 





Although Richard Smart hag at. 
tained his legal majority and 
thereby obtains a fortune esti 
at $20,000,000, dispatches 
Honolulu state that the scion 
New England and Virginia families 
is still set on becoming an actor, 


Mid-West 


Doris Robbins, radio singer, won 
a Chicago decree divorcing her from 
Melvin Jenssen, musician with Casa 
Loma orchestra, New York. (Chi. 
cago press hinted that Doris ana 
Ben Pollock might wed. 








Five bandits mingled with the 
crowd at the Crystal Inn, Chicago, 
and even had a dance or two. Tha 
they stuck up the merrymakers and 
scrammed with $800 cash. 





Detroit wanted to combine sum. 
mer symphony concerts with beer 
for the poor man’s delight, but the 
drys in that burg still are trouble. 


some. A whole pack of technicali- 
ties will probably prevent the 
merger. 





Edward Glendenning of Lancas- 
ter, Mo., was atop an elephant dur- 
ing a street parade in Evanston, 
Ill., when the beast got out of con- 
trol and hurled him to the street, 
Fractured ribs, broken collar bone 
and other injuries. 

City council ordered three ele- 
phants removed from the town as 
vicious following the incident. Small 
outfit was not designated in press 
reports. 





Betty Deglin, 25, described as a 
dancer, got a Chicago divorce. Hus- 
band was identified as a New York 
advertising executive. Alimony 
waived. 





Omaha's little theatre, The Play- 
house, reduced its deficit from $400 
net to $200 net during the season 
just ended. Bernard Szold reap- 
pointed stage director for next year, 
left for Green Lake, Wis., to be dra- 
matic instructor at a summer camp, 





Trouble with the waiters’ union 
was the ascribed cause of a stench 
bombing in the Cafe de Alex, Ran- 
dolph street cabaret, in Chicago. 





Mike Pitlandish voluntarily stayed 
an extra month in the Detroit 
county jail in order to coach an une 
derstudy accordion player for the 
jail orchestra. He was in the lock- 
up for non-support, 


Film Baseball 


Paramount's ball team dropped out 
of Motion Picture League and Van 
Beuren studio replaced them. RKO 
beat ERPI 6 to 5 on Thurs. May 13, 
on Sat., May 20, NBC beat Fox 14 
to 11 and Columbia trimmed Warner 
8 to 7. 

Standing of the Ciubs 





Ww L. P.C. 
Columbia .ssievsed 3 0 1,000 
TOG ssrassecadce: tt 1 509 
Se -adsec SS 1 500 
DE bce vedscnchevek 8 1 500 
Eee sc saéue 2 333 
eS et 2 .000 
Warner (B’klyn)... 0 0 .000 
Van Beuren........ 0 0 .000 





MARRIAGES 


Mabel Van Buren, actress, to 
James Gordon, actor, in San Ber- 
nardino, Calif... May 15. Groom is 
president of the Troupers Club, 
Hollywood. 

Minna Gombell, actress, to Joseph 
Sefton, Jr., in Yuma, Ariz., May 19. 
Groom is a San Diego bank execu- 
tive. 

Vivian Downey to David A. Fried- 
man, Los Angeles May 20. Bride is 
former musical comedy actress, 
groom a film executive. 

Dorothy Woodward to Del Fry- 
rear, both of Los Angeles, at Yuma, 
Ariz., May 2. Groom is booker at the 
Paramount L. A. exchange. 

Francesca Carey to Duncan Mac- 
Martin, May 3, in Tia Juana. Bride 
is the daughter of William F. Carey, 
president of Madison Square Gar- 
den. Groom is a Canadian finan- 
cier. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Arle" — 
Los Angeles, May 18. Mother ! 
Jobyna Ralston 
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i Broadway 


Paul Berlenbach back to wrestling. 
Gottlieb moving his office 





Alex 
in. 

Oeerack Millar p.a.’ing Ben Marden’s 
Riviera. 

Irene Dunne taking in the shows 
and shops. 

Irv Brecher’s list of gag custom- 
ers growing. 


Jigg saw puzzle skit ir illustra- 
tors’ show & wow. 

Ben Washer off to Louisville for 
a month’s vacation. 

Lou Goldberg now working on a 
povel in a farm setting. 

Slot machines back immediately 
after favorable court decision. 

Jed Flanagan has a new spot and 
anew partner (Charles Murphy) on 
West 53d. 

Kid Coster in ahead of ‘Tattle 
Tales.’ First time on Broadway for 
a long time. 

J. Robert Rubin is personally 
kuhraaaaaazy about ‘Reunion’ and 
has seen it several times. 

Mrs. Edward G. Robinson and the 
two-month old Robinson baby are 
off to Hollywood to join papa, 

Al Julian authored four of the 
eight shorts Clark and McCullough 
will make for RKO Pics. 

Jack and Lil Pulaski celebed tneir 
2th anniversary Sat. nite. That’s 
gomething of a Broadway record. 

Mrs. &am Eckman, Jr., visiting 
relatives in New York, while Sam 
rer.ains tied to his London desk. 

Someone opened a locked car and 
walked off with overcoats left there 
by Rodney Bush and Stanley Smith. 

Jerry Freeman had one of those 
formal openings at the Paradise 
Sunday nite as the maestro-succes- 
sor to Abe Lyman. 

Attorneys for trustees in Para- 
mount and Publix Enterprises are 
proving they have a better sense of 
humor than most showmen. 

The Harry Cohns, Lewis Milestone 
and Laurence Stallings sailing May 
25 on the Conti di Savoia split at 
Villefranche, the Cohns going to 
Rome (a Mussolini medal?) and 
others heading north. 

Harry Keller, Boswell for the 
Simplon club, endorses Jimmie Kern 
as the sole and exclusive author of 
the topical stuff which the Yacht 
Club Boys (Kern, Kelly, Adler and 
Mann) air at the Simplon. 

Broadway sophisticates’ started 
keeping tab on the gross number of 
wild ‘news’ the Broadway column- 
ists have been spilling of late, but 
gave it up. Since Winchell and Sul- 
livan have been feudin’ they make 
any check unnecessary by volun- 
tary finger-pointing at each other’s 
bulls. 





Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 





Raquel Meller is touring in Spain. 

Ramon Novarro off to Switzerland 
to visit friends. 

Constance Cummings vacationing 
in Capri then coming here. 

Barbara La May, formerly with 
Texas Guinan, reengaged for the 
Lido. 

Henry-Diamant Berger back from 
shooting scenes in America for “The 
Stowaway.’ 

Paderewski has donated the entire 
receipts of his concert May 15 to 
French charities. 

George Davis left hurriedly for 
N. Y. C. when his new novel was 
accepted by Harper's. 

Lulu Gould, former Casino de 
Paris colored star, is now principal 
dancer at Pigall’s cabaret. 

Channing Pollock, off playwright- 
ing during the depresh, has com- 
pleted a novel for fall publication. 

Portrait of Phyllis Nielson Terry 
by Frederic Whiting attracting 
much attention at the Spring Salon. 

Ryllis Hasoutra, American dancer, 
back from recital tours in England 
and Germany, to make debut here 
at Salle Gaveau. 

Lily Damitia has accepted an in- 
vitation from Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon to visit them a couple of 
weeks in London. 

B. G. K. Films will start produc- 
tion in June of an original story by 
Paul Mesnier titled ‘Je Suis Un 
Juif’ (I am a Jew). 

Mary Garden and George Cope- 
land leaving soon for Spain to ap- 
pear in the Chopin festival end of 
this month at Palma. 

Josephine Baker selling emblems 
for benefit of poor artists attracted 
more attention than the paintings 
at opening of spring Salon. 

Elizabeth Welch, singer of popu- 
lar songs, just arrived from N. Y. C. 
has been engaged as one of the chief 
entertainers at Chez Florence. 

Dinah, popular colored cabaret 
entertainer, back from film and 
singing engagements on the Riviera, 
is opening up another nite eatery. 

Henri Garat found picture-mak- 
ing so strenuous in America that he 
has gone to a sanitarium to rest up 
before starting his Fox Frernct. film. 

Ruth Chatterton and George Brer 
enthusiastic about Spain and now 
winding up their vacation here be- 
fore sailing for America end of this 
month. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Throop 
(Ruby de Rimur) sailed for Amer- 
ica on the Leviathan, May 6, to 
spend three months in N. Y. and 
Los Angeles. 

Two bottles of U. S. Budweiser 
auctioned off at Harry’s Bar for the 
benefit of the American Legion 





Poppy Fund fetched the handsome 
sum of 1,000 francs. 

The Russian play, ‘Azet,’ by 
Chegoliew and Alexei Tolstoi is be- 
ing adapted for the French stage by 
H. Frederic-Pottecher and M. 
Precam for next season. 

Alhambra has Lucienne Boyer as 
headliner and Pola Negri is definite- 
ly booked. House has given up 
vaudeville and returned to movies 
with feature attractions. 

Dorothy Donnell Calhoun, West 
Coast editor of ‘Motion Picture’ and 
‘Classic’ mags, spending’ three 
months leave of absence in Paris 
brought the whole family with her. 

Lily Damita arrived at Havre 
minus her ticket which she trust- 
fully turned over to a strange man 
at the Herriot reception who claimed 
to be an employee of the French 
Line. 

‘Professor Klenow,’ the Karen 
Bramson play created 10 years ago 
at the Odeon, is revived, this week 


at the Comedie-Francaise with 
Andre Brunot, Denis d’Ines and 
Marie Bell. 


Four Russ Rascals, quartet of 
American boys comprising James 
Randolph, Brantley Watson, Fred 
Hetzler and Stanley Reyes, making 
their first European appearance at 
the 1830 Cabaret and going over big. 

Yvette Guilbert, Argentina, 
Yvonne Astruc, Leon Bernard, Mona 
Paiva, Damia a.d Serge ~* -r con- 
tributing their talent for a benefit 
performance at the Salle Plevel in 
aid of painters and sculptors hit by 
the depression. 


Berlin 


By Heinrich Fraenkel 








Dr. Sobernheim, one of the most 
famous German financiers, ousted 
from Ufa board by Hugenberg. 

Maugham’s ‘For Services Ren- 
dered,’ after a recent successful run 
in Berlin, has gone on tour, playing 
Zurich first. 

Henny Porten starting on a new 
legit tour throughout Germany, Hol- 
land, Belgium, Switzerland. Vehicle 
chosen called ‘Tomorrow at Five.’ 

Bruno Granichstaetten has fin- 
ished a new musical comedy called 
‘Oelrausch’ (‘Oil Crazy’). To be 
produced in the fall, simultaneously 
in Paris and Berlin. 

‘Dacho’ has been dissolved, in or- 
der to be amalgamated with the 
‘Kampfbund,’ the new big Nazi or- 
ganization of artists. Dacho used 
to comprise all artists working in 
film production. 

Ufa’s Symphony orchestra (50 
pieces) has been dissolved. No more 
matinees in Ufa houses. Orchestra 
has decided, however, to stick to- 
gether and go on tour, under Con- 
ductor H. Thierfelder. 

With ‘Talfun’ just vetoed as a 
film, the Renaissance theatre, under 
the new management of Horst Bud- 
juhn, dares to put the old Lergyel 
play on the stage. Government 
called film too favorable to the yel- 
low race. 

Kabaret der Komiker, left by 
Robitschek, still looking for a boss. 
Probability is that it will be taken 
over by Milowitsch, who used to run 
cabarets in the Rhineland. Willy 
Schaeffers and Alfred Braun (of 
radio fame) also dickering. 

Dick Wallace, Cyril Gardiner and 
George Marion, with nothing better 
to do or see, spent their Berlin week- 
end playing pinochle. Paris friends 
had warned them that Berlin isn’t 
quite as gay as it used to be; but 
they had to see for themselves. 

The ‘Theatre in der Stresemann- 
strasse’ under new management. Dr. 
Kurt Raeck has taken the house, 
jointly with Ernest Legal, former 
boss of the Berlin State theatre. 
Raeck, in partnership with Ingenohl, 
has also an interest in the Berliner 
theatre. 


Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





Mary Hay around the bistrots. 
Dinah has left for Montmartre. 
The Bob Richeys tried Majorca. 
Jimmy Walker’s shaving twice a 
week—regularly. 

Palm Beach, Cannes, 
vaude for summer season. 

Rex Ingram has a timely subject 
at last—the Red Sea, no less. 

Kay Boyle’s ‘Gentlemen’ is about 
Old Home Week in fairyland. 

Ruth Patsy Miller guest of Baron 
de Banbigny. 3aroness, too, of 
course, 

Tom Broadhurst has finished a 
romantic comedy—‘Kathleen’—be- 
gun 25 years ago. 

TI Am a Fugitive’ purses for 
dames, featured at Galeries Lafay- 
ette, have chain locks. 

Ed Perkins greeted in Nice by a 
plum pudding he had sent a friend 
from Hollywood last Christmas. 

Ronald Colman resting his pipes 
at Antibes, but the Mrs. in the hos- 
pital with a nervous breakdown. 

Kay Carrington stopned on way 
to Riviera by wire to return to Lon- 
don to star in musical at Hippo- 
drome in part for which Binnie Hale 


plugging 





was originally considered. 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 





Hal Roach and Robert A. W. 
Gowan here. 


Lajos Biro here for a rest from 
picture producing labors in Paris 
and London. 


Tibor Vincenti, who started out 
to substitute Valentino in pictures, 
now head of a press photo agency 
in Berlin. 


Paul Abraham thinking of taking 
lease of Fovarosi Operette Theatre, 
with a view to stage world premi- 
eres of his own operettes. 

Otto Indig and Alex Hunyady, 
both starting careers with big suc- 
cesses on the stage, now both wri- 
ting sequels to their plays in the 
form of novels. 


Unveiling of statue of Julius 
Hegedus, one of Hungary’s great- 
est actors, in front of Vigszinhaz, 
brought great disappointment. Exe- 
crable both as a portrait and as a 
statue. 


Sari Fedak starting on the pro- 
duction of her picture, ‘Aunt Iza,’ 
on May 22. She is herself scenarist, 
producer, star, and ange!. Off to 
Paris for clothes now. Hungarian 
version only. 


International Franz Liszt piano 
contest started here today. Thirty 
Hungarian and fifty foreign pian- 
ists from the ends of the earth com- 
peting for title of ‘World’s best 
Liszt player.’ 


Another Liszt jubilee feature is 
radio play about the great com- 
poser’s and pianist’s life, by Gyula 
Halasz and Karoly Kristof, to be 
broadcast on May 14, with music 
compiled from Liszt compositions. 

Avigdor An-Schnell, alleged au- 
thor of ‘Timosa,’ Jewish play that 
is the season’s hit, non-existent. 
Play was written by Ignatz Wein- 
reb, clerk in a provincial hardware 
store, and adapted by Lajos Gel- 
lert who also directed and plays 
the lead. 

Roumanian version of ‘Ghost 
Train’ now being shot here at Hun- 
nia Studios. Hungarian backers, 
and direction in the hands of Jon 
Milhail, Roumanian, and Lajos 
Lazar, Hungarian director. Rou- 
mania’s quasi-poet laureate, is re- 
sponsible for version. 


Loop 


- 


Variety office got new paint. 

Lou Bigelow likes Chicago. 
stay here. 

Max Halperin here, first time in 
three years, 

Amos ’n’ Andy booked for Om- 
aha May 27-28. 

Jack Barry, Ph. D. of Publix, a 
passer-througher bound for Denver. 

A. P. Waxman here to install 
Floyd Gibbons at the Palmer House. 

Paul Whiteman, looking swell, ad- 
mits added ounces resulting from 
3.2 beer. 

Harry Puck flirting with the 
Planet Mars to open it as a class 
nite club. 

Ben Ehrlich, after a shivering 
and complaining winter, now likes 
the suburbs. 

Horace Sistare minus all upper 
teeth while waiting for dentist to 
install plate, 

Birdie Reeve’s father, Thomas, 
preparing to issue a novelty pub- 
lication called ‘Light.’ 


Carleton Smith, music critic, be- 
lieves he has the only Richard 
Wagner manuscript in U. S. 

Archie Herzoff gave Mickey 
Mouse a cartoon a third of the 
space in his Tivoli-Uptown ads. 

Rocco Vocco, ex-dean of music 
fraternity, caused traffic jam in 
main aisle when entering Henrici’s. 

New box office with four win- 
dows built in lobby of Oriental to 
handle new $1.65 reserved ducats. 

Charles Cukor is tinkering with 
an idea to present opera in English 
in a legit theatre during the World’s 
Fair. 

Reported Hollywood-at-Fair stu- 
dio wanted to borrow old scenery 
from B&K but latter knows noth- 
ing about it. 

Bookseller William Targ thinks it 
would be profitable fun to produce 
a play by Herman Lewis based on 
King Levinsky, the pug. 

R. G. Lydy, king of the parking 
lots, got a divorce. Show biz met 
him briefly as angel of Fritz 
Blocki’s ‘World Between.’ 

Blackstone Hotel reopened after 
its winter with the locked doors and 
chose a handsome Georgia lad, Tom 
Gentry, to supply the dance music. 

Tommy Sacco now booking 
Arabian Grill, Columbus, Antlers 
Hotel, Indianapolis, and Club Ma- 
drid, Milwaukee, besides weekend 
vaude. 

Helen Tieken and Raymond 
O’Brien staging ‘Wings of a Cen- 
tury’ pageant at World’s Fair. Ed- 
ward Hungerford wrote it, Hamilton 
Forrest scored it. 

T.aSalle Roof opens as ‘The Han- 
gar’ with June MacCloy, Mack 
'Campbell, Carl Grayson, Andy 








Will 





Freeman, Charley Kaley, plus 
Johnny Hamp's orchestra, 
Elizabeth Guion Hess, who runs the 
Cameo, salon music mixed with gab, 
and former Hearst newspaperwo- 
man, is organizing a ‘Welcome 
Stranger Club’ for World’s Fair. 
Gimbel’s restaurant under the 
Oriental theatre may operate as a 
cabaret at nights with Phil Stew- 
art, of radio to m. ec. Evidently 
inspired by the new ritziness above. 
World’s Fair will have 440 sol- 
diers and 25 officers from. the 
United States Army living on the 
grounds throughout the Exposition. 
Lennox Lohr, Expo gen. mgr. is an 
army major. 

Josef Cherniavsky  patriotically 
practicing the cello after theatre 
hours in the Chicago was startled 
by the voice of a negro porter who 
shouted down from the balcony a 
request for ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 

Armin Hand who will conduct 
the Board of Trade American Le- 
gion band at the World Fair open- 
ing day ceremonies is a son of 
John F. Hand, who conducted a 
band at the inaugural of the 1893 
Expo. 





Hollywood 





Allan Dinehart has gone for a 
chauffeur, 
Marcella 
two weeks, 

Alice Brady taking a beach home 
for the summcr. 

Helene Costello-Lowell Sherman 
divorce became final last week. 

Weather still too chilly for the 
grand opening of the beach house 
season. 

The Marlene Dietrich dressing- 
room at Paramount padlocked until 
her return. 

Looks like that much publicized 
Gary Cooper-Lillian Harvey auto 
race is off. 

Sammy Lee lost 10 pounds re- 
hearsing a ballet for ‘I Loved You 
Wednesday.’ 

Paramount’s Coast district sales 
convention postponed until first 
week in July. 

Robert Montgomery beginning to 
chill on polo. Too many chances to 
spoil the face. 

Reeves Espy’s plan to marry off 
an octogenarian friend fails to 
make headway. 

Al Christie bubbling over with 
enthusiasm now that double features 
are being ruled out.. . . 

Allan Dinehart wants unnecessary 
‘’ knocked out of his first name, so 
now it’s spelled Alan. 

Although reported to have re- 
sumed his personal appearance tour, 
Hobart Bosworth is expected back 
here this week. 

Radio, challenged to a duel by an- 
other studio, ts looking for fencers 
among the employees to accept the 
sports challenge. 

Downtown men’s apparel shop is 
using an attractive femme to model 
male attire in one of its display 
windows. Drawing plenty of atten- 
tion. 

Walter Futter, now in Chicago 
with his ‘India Speaks,’ has post- 
poned his projected trip to Africa 
to make another Dark Continent 
picture. 

Dick Dickson paid winning man- 
agers in a biz drive staged in his 
F-WC division with enlarged photo- 
statted checks. Now the boys can 
frame ’em. 

George Bowser, Beach district 
mgr. for F-WC, has blossomed out 
in a pearl gray gaberdine hat, ocean 
blue tie and kerchief, sky blue socks 
and dark blue and white shoes. 


Napp to Honolulu for 





Vien 


By Erich Glass 





Police ban for ‘Mysteries of Sex’ 


pic. 

Jarno jun. churchbelling Trude 
Hirsch. 

Hermynia zur Mouhlen fleeing 
from Frankfurt. 

Bezier’s ‘Barrets’ here called 


‘Enemy of Love.’ 

Schnitzler’s son, Heinrich, to pro- 
duce Benatzky’s latest. 

Franz Lehar to be a character 
in Richard Fall operetta. 

H. P. Smolka off to London to 
boost Vienna as film center. 

Grock and Okito claiming back 
debts from Renz management. 

Gustay Diessl over for Fritz Lang 
pic, ‘Testament of Dr. Mabuse.’ 

Variety stage Margaretner-Or- 
pheum celebrating 10th anniversary. 

Royal Theatre Copenhagen wants 


Krauss and 3urg ensemble for 
‘Campo.’ 
Karl Muck not well enough to 


conduct Wagner, with Weingartner 
to replace him. 

New Bisamberg station, 130 me- 
ters high and working on 100 kw., 
having successful tryout. 

Actor Kurt Reding sentenced to 
$6 penalty for having slugged his 
director, Kramer-Koenigsmark,. 

Arturo Lucon conducting Verdi's 
‘Requiem’ as commemoration of 
would-be 70th birthday of late 





Franz Schalk. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 





Tuschinsky offering free cakes 
and coffee to subscribers getting 
their season tickets. 
Seaside resorts opening, 
season starting, but not 
Americans here yet. 

Books banned in Germany now 
being published in Holland, Dutch 
printers co-operating. 

New Boumeester-revue with Hol- 
land’s popular comic Buziau doing 
well here at Scala Theatre. 

Mrs. Spoor-Carelsen celebrated 
70th birthday. She left stage after 
a strenuous career, partly in Java, 
Hofstad Tooneel bought rights for 
Holland of American play, ‘Dinner 
at Eight,’ by Edna Ferber and 
George S. Kaufman. 

French composer, Pascal Bastia, 
attending premiere in Grand theatre, 
Amsterdam, of his new operetta, 
‘Dix Neuf Ans’ (Dutch title, ‘I Love 
Susy’), on short talk on microphone 
(VARA-Socialist broadcasting). 

Chaliapin, who muffed his date 
here in April, appeared here at last 
one night, but had sprained his an- 
kle so that he hobbled on to stage 
and sang other songs than on pro- 
gram, for which fans had to cough 
up $20. No like. 

Through depression, one of Hol- 
land’s best legit companies man- 
aged by van der Horst since 1919, 
now dissolved. Actor - manager 
signed on with Hofstadtooneei the 
Hague; this company engaged also 
Mrs. Vera Bondam, who returns to 
the stage after an absence of two 
years in Paris. 

International cabaret show now 
touring Holland; calls itself ‘Ping 
Pong,’ members are: Yiddish song« 
ster Chaja Goldstein, Geza Weisz, 
Hungarian film-comic, Norwegian 
soprano Irmgard Andersen, Dotzg 
Son-Rathel, the man with the 1,000 
voices, and German conferencier 
Kurt Egon Wolff. In concert halls 
this week only two foreigners billed 
German soprano Heddy Vos and 
Helen Teschner Tas, from the 
States, who is of Dutch extraction, 


tourist 
many 





London 


Victor Taylor out of British Lion, 

Judy Kelly, B.1.P. starlet, off cone 
tract. 

Michael Powell joined Gaumont- 
British, 

First night fixture list thinnest for 
months, 

‘Cynara’ did very poorly at the 
Carlton. 

Basil Dean doing a play at the 
Embassy. 

Cedric Belfrage wants his undies 
mentioned, 

Half London at Delysia’s party the 
other night. 

Michael Egan boasting the mad- 
dest flat in town. 

Dan Fish challenging all comers 
at film trade golf. 

Charley Chase mighty friendly 
with the West-Enders, 

Laddie Cliff putting in a pit and 
gallery at the Phoenix. 

Jorgensen and Whiston doing the 
Parnell & Zeitlin tours. 

Sir Johnston Forbes-Robertson 
suffering from shingles. 

Herbert Wilcox finished picture 
version of ‘Bitter Sweet.’ 

Peter Burnup now book reviewer 
for the ‘News-Chronicle.’ 

Manning Haynes and Warwick 
Ward in a film proposition. 

An Epstein statue show is still one 
of London’s newest b.o. bets. 

Non-stop at the Windmill shortly 
scoring 20,000 performances, 

Notices likely to fly soon on ‘Ber~ 
gars in Hell’ at the Garrick. 

‘Today We Live’ voted major dis« 
appointment among the critics. 

Leon M. Lion entertaining the 
press in that dressing room of his. 

Dan Fish too busy to look for 
an apartment and staying at hotel. 
Swaffer is being missed from his 
usual spot in the Savoy Grill Room, 

Naunton Wayne and Arthur Ris- 
coe latest British film comedy team, 

Gus Yorke announced to return 
here in a Jewish play, ‘If I Were 
You.’ 

Ord Hamilton and Connie Car- 
penter divorce likely to be heard in 
June, 

William and Joe Mandel held over 
at the Palladium for further three 
weeks, 

Clyde Cook latest to direct for 
Warners here at their Teddington 
studios. 

Talk of heavy libel action be- 
tween a film chief and noted film 
slugger. 

H. Whatmore got a West End run 
for his first indie production, ‘Wild 
Justice.’ 

Lily Morris, vaude name, making 
talker with Gordon Harker for Brit- 
ish Lion. 

Monty Banks claims he has three 
offers from different British film 
companies. 

Campbell Dixon, ‘Telegraph’ flicker 





knocker, now collaborating on ane 
other play. 

Charles Cochran has given up 
smoking. ‘Variety's’ London office 
will mourn, 

Harry Crull, Empire manager, 
taken Warwick Ward's flat in Fin- 
chley Road. 

Anthony Armstrong, ‘Ten Min- 





(Continued on page 54) 
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(Continued from page 53) 


ute Alibi’ author, collaborating on 
two new plays. 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d here for 
the summer, having rented a house 
on the Thames. 

‘Rasputin,’ rencnmed the ‘Mad 
Monk,’ postponed pre-release at 
Metro’s Empire. 

Henry Sherek’s sudden departure 
for the continent for his new film, 
Parnell & Zeitlin. 

Bebe Daniels will make personal 
appearance in ‘42nd Street,’ cur. 
rently at the Regal. 

Donovan Pedelty back from the 
South of France where he dialoged 
a Buchanan picture. 

Nina Mae McKinney playing for 
General Theatres despite broad- 
casting engagements. 

Archie de Bear and Eddy Dolly 
likely to do some stage shows at 
the Pavilion shortly. 

‘Children in Uniform’ (‘Maed- 
chen’) ends eight months’ run at 
the Duchess May 27. 

John Paddy Carstairs, Nelson 
Key’s offspring, will meg his own 
story for Sound City. 

Anti-slimming craze the latest 
thing on which the dames are 
spending their money. 

Dillon Damon of Warner's has 
stopped growing that beard and is 
studying contract again. 





Panama 


By Bea Drew 





Bilgray has a new show coming 
on or about June 1. 

The old Adams has reopened, but 
with native talent only. 

Motion picture operators’ school 
opens at Quarry Heights Army 
Post. 

Dunn sisters from the old Metro- 
pole have taken over the Cameo 
Beauty Shop. 

Leslie Metzer has divorced her 
canal employee husband. Dancing 
at the Club Rivoli. 


Llona Sears, dancer, got tired 


working in B’way shows. Came 
here to visit her folks. 
Richard Barthelmess and wife 


were in Panama. Veree Teasdale 
was a member of their party. 

At Corozal theatre Dorrance 
Brown put on a musical comedy, 
‘Jitters of 1933,’ with local talent. 

Happy Draughon, owner of the 
Metropole when it closed its doors, 
is running a cafe on the main stem 
(Central avenue) called Happy’s 
Place. 

Henry Berman, who has. been 
mer. and m, c, at the Atlantic nite 
club in Colon for nearly two years, 
is leaving for the states. He will 
return with an entire new show of 
20 people. 

Lopez Sisters put on a show at 


the Ancon club house. The entire 
show was their dancing class. 
When the Metropole closed the 


sisters opened a school of stage 
dancing and this was their first 
show. 

Once again Antonio Isaza, mem- 
ber of the board of censors, is rar- 
ing because American cabaret girls 
have not been compelled to pass 
any medical examination. He wrote 
to the mayor, Carlos de la Ossa, 
and wants to know why pronto! 

Big drive on illegal gambling. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
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But it doesn’t do any good. They 
move a few doors down the street 
and reopen. When the _ drive 
started police judges refused to 
co-operate with police. The gov't, 
however, has ruled that judges 
must aid the police. 


Who said depression? Two new 
nite clubs open in Panama just 
four doors from the Ritz Mary. Lee 
Kelley has opened the “La Vida.” 
It’s the old Happyland painted and 
cleaned up with a little class 
added—much too near the Ritz, 
both can’t make money. One must 
go under. 

In Bella Vista, the classy sub- 
urb in the Bella Vista hotel, is 
the Club Rivoli with Wernie White 
and his red hot orchestra. The other 
attractions are Margaret Deane, 
Odette Forrest, Gail Lawrence, 
Valerie Vogel, Ruth Griffin, Mar- 
jorie Lorraine, Martha Von De- 
meter, Dorothy Jackson, Rae Cultis, 
Athalie Roy, Lucille Martinez and 
Helen King. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Fifi Climas New Yorked it for 
a weekend, nice time. 

Dan Astella was shot back to 
bed with a mess of different things. 

Donatella Family here weekend- 
ing their two boys Romeo and Jo- 
seph, 

Paula Campbell, ex-airer, here for 
a two week vacash. Will also get 
a check-up. 

Are you writing to those you 
know in Saranac and elsewhere 
that are sick? 

The wife of Fritz Bender passed 
away, Fritz is one of our prize 
patients at the lodge here. 

Dick Moore New York bound for 
a three week vacasn, first time out 
of lodge for a vacash in three years. 

Cecila Hafermann R. S. S. Rut- 
land, Mass., now up and around do- 
ing a one meal turn in the dining 
room. 

Jimmy Carr, aircaster and night 
clubber, left her after a six month 
look over, but the medico’s couldn’t 
find anything. 

Russ Kelly, after eight years of 
ozoning left for Atlantic City, N. J., 
he will resume the corking up with 
a summer stock minstrel show. 

Jack Nicoll, who navigated the 
901 taxi company here for some 
time is a newcomer at the lodge, 
now under observation for an oper. 

I wish to take this means in 
thanking Mrs. A. Heimlick, N. Y. 
C. for sending all those books and 
jig-saw puzzles for the boys and 
girls up here. 

Helen O'Reilly who left here 
about six months ago cured after a 
six month seige, back looking over 
the hilltop city and enjoying a va- 
cash. Absolutely okay. 

Marion Cannon is a newcomer at 
the lodge, under observation. Her 
husband Jimmy Cannon was here 
to a 100% okay cure, he is now toot- 
ing that Sax to good results. 

Remember Johnny Reilly the 
hoop roller. He had a six month 
seige of hospitaling in Santiago, 
Chile. Now okay and working with 
the Circus Charini touring South 
America, 

Let’s take a trip to the Elk’s 
Home in Bedford, Va., and visit the 
old timers there. Remember George 
W. Milton of the Three Miltons, 
Billy, Marry & George, also the 
original Jiggs of Bringing Up 
Father, he’s doing well...Tunis 
Dean, ex-Belasco manager who also 
managed a Baltimore theatre, hold- 
ing up okay and feeling fine...Dave 
tammage and Henry Mayers form- 
erly of the agent and manager field, 
both are spic and span...George 
Mitchell (Mitchell Brothers) clog 
dancer of the old dancing school, 
okay and still hoofing...Dan Cow- 
ley, Irish comedian of the Tony 
Pastor days, still telling them and 
feeling okay...Jack Williams (Wil- 
liams & Barton) burlesquer and 
vaudeville artist of the olden days, 
feeling at his best...Fred Leslie, 
circus clown, still kinking up for 
the natives and doing nicely.. 
Johnny Connors (Connors & Gar- 
wood) comedian, dancer and stock 
actor, still kicking around...Jim 
Haswell, parachute jumper who was 
at Woodward Gardens, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., for years, hale and 
hearty, sez he could still out-jump 
them all...Martin Molloy, singer 
and dancer of the 80’s, who can still 
hoof, he feels better now than he 
ever did...Charlie Saunders, old- 
time minstrelman of note...Every 
one of these old timers have seen 
|from 20 to 60 years of show-biz 
| service. Do you know any of them; 
| well, drop them a line. 
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Hot Dog Row’s New 
Burley Must Be Clean, 
Says Banker-Censor 


Cleveland, May 22. 


A lily smells the same no matter 
what you call it, but burlesque must 
be thoroughly fumigated, scented 
and described as ‘musical comedy 
extravaganzas’ before Cleveland 
bank owners of the Carter will al- 
low it to be shown in their house 
on Hot Dog Row. 


George Young and Dave Leder- 
man, who managed the defunct 
Gayety, discovered this to their 
amazement when they tried to lease 
the Carter for burlesque. Theatre 
used to be the town’s hottest bur- 
lesque headquarters back in the old 
days when it was known as the 
Columbia. After it was taken over 
by the Cleveland Trust Bank, re- 
modeled and made into a film 
grinder, the puritanical directors 
whitewashed its lurid past and de- 
cided to guard against future sin- 
ning by injecting a trick clause in 
lease. Clause stipulates that house 
will not be rented for burlesque, 
and that any shows having a smell 
of indecency or immorality will au- 
tomatically break the lease, 


While running the Gayety but 
looking for a larger house, Leder- 
man and Young dickered for the 
Carter for three months without re- 
sults. Deal was only closed last 
week after producers agreed to call 
their shows ‘musical comedy ex- 
travaganzas’ and solemnly swore to 
keep ’em clean and nice enough to 
satisfy Aunt Minnie. And to see 
that they keep their promise, one 
blue-nosed bank official has ap- 
pointed himself censor to check up 
on revues every day. 

Policy will be four-a-day, with 
half a dozen vaude acts sand- 
wiched into the shows, with a 25-40c 
scale. Young, who passed up an- 
nual summer job of managing 
Coney Island’s Luna Park, to be 
house manager; Lederman, its 
angel and prez; Ed Daley, the di- 
rector. Sid Sampliner in orch. pit. 

First show opening Saturday 
(27) with ‘Boob’ Blake heading cast 
of 14 principals and 20 chorines. 
Since regular burlesque talent will 
be used, the anxious producers 
warned all the veterans that any 
ad-libbed smut or profanity will 
mean the gate for them. 








Everything Else Died, So 
Markowitz May Try Burley 


San Francisco, May 22. 

Dan Markowitz is dickering with 
the Daltons, Los Angeles burlesque 
impresarios, to put a burley troupe 
in his Embassy, house of checkered 
careers which currently is showing 
a sexie after various policies of 
straight pix, duoble bills, tabs, 
burley, and condensed musical tabs, 
the last ending fatally for Marko- 
witz. 


Markowitz is currently straight- 
ening out the financial jam he got 
into last month when playing ‘Jig 
Saws’ revue on percentage. Musi- 
cians union went before the State 
Labor Commission, which hopped 
on Markowitz and made the latter 
pay back salaries to five men. 
Stage hands are gradually getting 
their money, with small payments 
being made on account. 


Also owed for advertising, with 
‘Call-Bulletin’ holding a check on 
which no action has been taken yet. 
Markowitz paid nothing to ‘Exam- 
iner’ and that sheet is suing him, 
while ‘Chronicle’ and ‘News’ have 
taken no action. 
At present time Embassy has a 
sex picture ‘Virgin’s Sacrifice’ with 
Leslie Helm in as operator on a 
split with Markowitz. On Thurs- 
day (18) house announced the pic, 
paying cash for all advertising, but 
show had been bootlegged for most 
of the week before general public 
heard about it at all. 

Helm had a few lobby cards out 


ERICH SCHOENFELDER 

After a short illness, Erich 
Schoenfelder died in Berlin, aged 
48. He was born at Frankfort and 
became a successful actor. Fifteen 
years ago, he came into films as an 
assistant to Richard Reichberg and 
got an early chance for picture di- 
rection. In the days of silent pic- 
tures, Schoenfelder was a success- 
ful director of farce comedies, with 
an occasional more sophisticated 
one or even a drama. 

A couple of years ago, Schoenfel- 
der also got his chance in talkers 
making a few quite successful ones. 
His last feature, released four or 
five months ago, was ‘Kamryf,’ an 
auto racing picture starring Man- 
fred v. Brauchitsch, young German 
ace driver. Schoenfelder was just 
about to start on another produc- 
tion when he fell ill. 





ELMER GRANDIN 
Elmer Grandin, 72, veteran stage 
actor, died at his home Patchogue, 
L. L, May 19. 
He made his stage debut in ‘Pina- 
fore’ in 1879 and his final appear- 


William 


ance was as the American Ambas- 
sador in the Canadian production of 
Shaw’s ‘Applecart’ last year. Within 
that span of 53 years he had filled 
many important parts and is credi- 
ted with having been the first actor 
to assume the role of Abraham 
Lincoln in a stage play, in 1890. He 
had made his home in Patchogue 
for the past 36 years. 
Survived by his widow. 





MAUDE MAY DILLON 

Maude May Dillon, 62, once a 
legitimate actress of some note, died 
May 17 in the County Hospital, 
Chicago. She was credited with ap- 
pearances in support of Richard 
Mansfield and with William Collier 
in ‘The Hidden Hand’ at the old Mc- 
Vicker’s theatre 20 years ago. 

A fractured hip sustained six 
months ago led to her death from 
heart disease. She was destitute. 
Relatives promised to provide burial 
in Memorial Park, Evanston, 





FRANCO PIPER 

Franco Piper, 52, who will be re- 
membered in America for his banjo 
spinning act, committed suicide in 
a lonely country road near Brighton, 
Eng., May 8 Had been suffering 
recently from depression due to 
lack of employment and the fact 
that his wife is in a nursing home. 
Piper’s last appearance in Lon- 
don was last year as a member of 
the Veterans of Variety, and at 
that time his act went as well with 
the audience as ever. 





SEYMOUR RICE 
Seymour Rice, 62, died at Kansas 
City, May 16, from heart disease. He 
had been connected with the the- 
atrical business for many years, 
starting as treasurer of the Ninth 
Street theatre and later treasurer 
and manager of the Grand. For 4 
number of years he has been pub- 
lisher of theatre programs. 

Surviving are his widow, a son, 
Seymour Rice, Jr., of New York, and 
his mother, Mrs. Max Rice. 





ARTHUR FORREST 

Arthur Forrest, 76, died at the 
Barbizon-Plaza May 14. In recent 
years he had spent most of his 
time in France and had been re- 
cently returned from there. 

For many years he was one of 
the best known leading men on the 
American stage, playing with Lily 
Langtry, Richard Mansfield, Anne 
Russell, Agnes Booth, Rose Cogh- 





front, no cashier, no ushers, no ap- 
parent manager—just an anony- 
mous someone who collected admish 
from the drifters in, 








Burlesque Placements 


Milt Schuster, Chicago, made the 
following burlesque placements last 


week: Billy Pitzer, Star, Cincin- 
nati; Dugan and Clark, Willie Gor- 
don, Star and Garter, Chicago; 


George Pronath, Spanish Village, 
World’s Fair; Billy Mifflin, Garrick, 
St. Louis; Paul Morokoff, Republic, 
New York; Snookie Wood, Lyceum 
Columbus; Charles LaFord, Em- 
press, Cincinnati; Rita Zane, Ter- 








migal, Cleveland. 


lan, and as the male lead in many 
combination productions. 





LEE WILSON DODD 

Lee Wilson Dodd, 53, author and 
playwright, died in New York May 
16 of heart disease. 

He had only recently been ap- 
pointed to succeed Prof. Baker as 
head of the Yale drama school. His 
best known play was ‘The Change- 
lings,’ but most of his work was 
adaptation, including ‘His Majesty, 
Bunker Bean’ and ‘Pals First.’ 


—————_—_—_—_—_=_ 


OBITUARY 


joint diseases. She was the wife of 
Arthur Aylesworth, actor and her. 
self an actress under her maiden 
name. © 

Survived by her husband, 
brothers and three sisters. 


three 





ABE SAMUELS 

Abe Samuels of the firm of Sam. 
uels Attractions, died May 17. He 
was a pioneer in the motion picture 
presentation business, offering hig 
acts, etc., to the Capitol, Strand and 
the original Roxy. He was asso- 
ciated with Leon Leonidoff in exe. 
cuting his ideas for the Roxy spec- 
tacles. 

Survived by three brothers, 
son, Bobby, and his mother. 


his 





HARRY SALLOWAY 
Harry Salloway, hydraulic en- 
gineer and senior employee at 
Drury Lane theatre, London, died 
May 7, aged 56. He had been em- 


ployed at the theatre for 35 years, 
and was responsible for the elec« 
tric and hydraulic lifts so much 
used in the production of ‘Caval- 








SADIE HARRIS 
Mrs. Sadie Harris Aylesworth, 40, j? 
died May 15 in the N. Y. hospital for 


In addition, he was 


cade’ last year. 





secretary of the Drury Lane social 
club, 


HERMAN KEINER 
Herman Keiner, 74, veteran San 
Francisco theatre ticket broker, died 
at his home there last Mor.day (15), 
Keiner operated a bureau in the 
Manx Hotel, for some years. A 
widow and daughter survive. 





AMBROSE E. WILLIAMS 
Ambrose Eugene Williams, 60, 
former circus aerialist, died in 
Georgetown, Del., May 17. His ca- 
reer ended in Richmond some 30 
years ago when in a fall he frac- 
tured both arms and legs. 





CHARLES J. DORNER 
Charles J. Dorner, 72, treasurer of 
Robert Teller’s Sons & Dorner, 
pioneer music printers, died of heart 
disease at his home in Arlington, 
N. J., May 16. 





LOUIS KNOCHELS 
Louis Knochels, 65, old time min- 
strel and once the south’s champion 
cake-walker, died in New Orleans 
May 18, Survived by wife and five 
children. 





JACK V. LLOYD 
Jack V. Lloyd, 46, make-up man 
at Columbia studios, Hollywood, feil 
dead of heart disease while work- 
ing at studio may 20. 


No Strip, No Talent 








(Continued from page 1) 
York for a week now, with the 
shows containing more legitimate 
talent than they’ve held for years, 

But the Boys No Like 

But the sad part is that the boys 
who still are loyal burlesque fans 
don’t seem to want talent. Business 
fell off immediately the ‘ne strip’ 
order was issued ,and it’s still off, 

Houses affected are the Republic, 
Eltinge and Central in Times 
Square, Irving Place on 14th street, 
Minskys in Brooklyn and three or 
four lesser stands around town. 

The polic2 head and license come 


missioner made it tougher this 
time than ever before. In addition 
to actual exposure, they barred 


stripping of any sort, even with 
their brassieres left on. The wom- 
en cannot touch their costumes for 
peeling purposes, and when return- 
ing for encores must have on pre=- 
cisely the same wardrobe in which 
they bowed off. It means no ‘ie?sS- 
ing,’ <3 the strippers call it, of any 
kind. 

Posing tableaux by chorus girls 
in their birthday suits don’t come 
under the ban, as this isn’t classed 
as ‘teasing,’ nor is it an exclusive 
with burlesque. Night clubs around 
town strip 'em to an even greater 


extent, but it’s okay as long 45 
they stand still. 

The stripping ban resulted in 4 
break for those vaude acts who 
will play burlesque theatres under 
the burlesque name. The talent call 

ought work to some outside men 
also, mostly dance teams. 
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Coupon Book Deal to Pull Some Chi 
Concessions Off the Nut in Advance 


4 








Chicago, May 22. 


An advance ticket buy deal to 
combine the World's Fair 12 lead- 
ing midway concessions in a coupon 
pook to be retailed to the public at 
$3 is in formation. The Palmer 
House (hotel) is negotiating with 
Floyd Gibbons, as World's Fair re- 
porter, to plug the combination 
ducat sales. Project may also in- 


' yolve the placing of ads in about 


500 newspapers. 

The coupon bovk will contain 
general gate admission and tickets 
to the Skyride and other amuse- 
ment concessions:” ‘The’ Palmer 
House group proposes ‘to purchase 
tickets from the various conces- 
sionaires “in ‘blocks of 100,000 at 
considerably less than the regular 
admish prices. 

“Phere is no guarantee as yet that, 
through the advance ticket ‘buy, 
some concessionaires will be‘ able 
to ‘recoup their” investment and 
show a profit from ‘the ‘coupon 
books, but in several instances this 
will be very nearly the practiceal re- 
sult. One co -ession, reported to 
represent an investment of $70,000, 
would be out of e red and on the 
way to an $85,000 profit should a 
buy of 100,000 tickets at l1be go 
through. , VE 
Difference Over Price 

The concessions to be included in 
the deal will be those whose regular 
admission price is 25c. 
cémbiné wants 10c éstablished as 
the wholesale purchase price for 
them, but the concessioners, from 
accounts, are holding out for 15c. 

' Skyride, a $1,250;000 investment, 
and a couple of other expensive 
layouts could not be assured of an 
immediately profit from the coupon 
books, but the lesser concessions 
could, it is figured. 

The concessionaire: had a stormy 
meeting the other night, and an- 
other is slated for tonight (Mon- 
day). Some squawks were regis- 
tered by the smaller concessionaires 
who were not included in the cou- 
pon plan, and who charged favorit- 
ism. As a result, if:the book buy 
idea goes through, a No. 2 book for 
smaller attractions may be issued. 

Harry Harrison is handling the 
negotiations for the Fair people. 





Promoters Crowded Help 


From Own Dining Room 
Chicago, May 22. 
Hordes of promoters, with and 


without cash, mostly without, have 
caused such a congestion in the 
restaurant at the World’s Fair Ad- 
ministration bldg. that employees 
have been obliged to leave the prem- 
ises and eat elsewhere. In conse- 
quence of this loss of time for em- 
ployees all outsiders are now barred. 

Must have credentials to put on 
the feed bag now. 





Beatty in Home Town 
Columbus, May 22. 


Clyde Beatty’s act in Hagenbeck 
and Wallace circus, here for a one- 
day, two-performance stand last 
Saturday was directly responsible 
for filling the tent to capacity and 
some standees at night. 

Beatty being from near here got 
the biz in a big way. Attendance 
set a record here for past several 
years. 


DOG RACES ‘CRUEL’ 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., May 22. 


With the town billed and practi- 
cally all arrangements made, dog 
races were called off by Frank 
Whitney, promoter. 

The humane society issued an 
ultimatum to the promoter that were 
the races attempted, warrants would 
be asked charging the promoter and 
participants with cruelty to animals. 
Unfavorable weather was given by 
the promoter as reason for folding. 





CIRCUSES 


(For Current Week May 22) 
Al G. Barnes 


May 22, Stockton; 23, Fresno; 24, Bakers- 
field; 25, Porterville; 26, Tulare; 27, Mod- 
esto; 28, Tracy, Cal. 


Hagenbeck-Wallace 


May 22, Charleston, W. Va.: 23, Park- 
@ersburg; 24, Clarksburg; 25, Fairmont; 24 
Uniontown, Pa. 

Ringling Bros.-B. & B. 

May 22-27, PhiladeJphia. 


The ticket 





. A 


‘Ladder’ Davis 


(Continued from page 1) 


me 10 cents on New Year’s day, and 
I'll write my check for a million on 
Dec. 31.’ That’s his way of saying 
that money doesn’t mean much to 
him, but he can amass almost any 
sum. The present gusher is his most 
recently acquired oil field, and es- 
timated to be worth $20,000,000, but 
when the highest bid Davis re- 
ceived was $5,000,000 he refused to 
sell. Day previous to the oil strike 
anks had refused to lend him 
money needed for wages. 

| \Desiring additional: funds, Davis 
prepared a prospectus for dissem- 
ination in Massachusetts, where his 
name is something of a by-word. 
But the circulars came to the at- 
tention of state authorities, who re- 
fused to permit mailing: That was 
last month. Reason for the authori- 
ties stepping in was in the. pros- 
pectus :itself, which carried this 
warning: ‘It is foolish to invest,’ 
and then went on to explain the 
Davis oil project. Davis then asked 
that the state select an expert to 
investigate his field at his expense. 
The geologist, sent down from Okla- 
homa, ultimately reported that the 
field was under-estimated. After 
which circulars were permitted in 
the mails, and within a week $300,- 
000 was raised. 


Davis has made and lost three or 
four fortunes. His first. big money 
came through rubber, but the sock 
of the ‘Ladder,’ and the stock mar- 
ket, chased him back to Texas, where 
he started again. 





New Worry 


(Continued from page 1) 


and others eligible for relief 
wages. Sach will be paid an av- 
erage of $15 a week. Included in 
the scope of the proposed recrea- 
tional. projects are the following: 


1. Musical 
ing the organization 
tation of orchestras 
made up of amateurs and _ the 
training of community choruses, 
quartets and soloists. Planned ‘o 
present them in public recitals, but 
whether or not an admission will 
be charged has not been deter- 
mined. 

2. Opportunity will be given for 
the leaders to conduct courses in 
musical appreciation with the as- 


tists 


activities compris- 
and presen- 
and bands 


sistance of bands, orchestras, 
choruses and other instrumental- 
ists and vocalists. 

3. Dramatic arts: The _ State 


Relief Administration recommends 
the training of existing dramatic 
societies and the formation of new 
groups, the rehearsing of plays, 
costume planning, the making of 
stage settings and courses in elo- 
cution. This also suggests and en- 
ables the presentation of pageants. 





Male Filmers 


(Continued from page 3) 
the outcome. Howard turned down 
$75,000 to play opposite Marion 
Davies in ‘Peg o’ My Heart.” He is 
about the only male romance in the 
freelance ranks. 


An Even Dozen 


Major stuaios at present have a 
total of about 12 male stars who can 
carry a sweet romance and satisfy 
audiences who still believe in Santa 
Claus. 

Metro is trying to develop Fran- 
chot Tone and Robert Young. At 
present, both are more or less of 
an untried quantity. Ramon No- 
varro is the only other romantic 
lead on the lot. Robert Montgom- 
ery, who can handle romance, is 
more satisfactory in light comedy. 
Warners, outside of Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., who runs to character 
leads but is capable of going roman- 
tic, is out of luck for drawing room 
lovers who respect conventions. 
George Brent has been tried out, 
but is more acceptable when rough- 
ing his gals around. 

Fox has Buddy Rogers and hopes 
for Norman Foster and Alan Liv- 
ingston. Otherwise its male stars 
are either hard-bo'‘led or character 
jeads. Universal has had Lew Ayres 





SEILS-STERLING 


Tiffin, O., May 17. 


Sterling Circus, one of the smaller 
motorized circuses, launched its 
14th annual tour at Elgin, Ill., April 
29, and after one stand in its home 
state, played four in Indiana and 
now is in Ohio. Lindemann Bros., 
Owners, have a better show this 
year than last, and the outfit, which 
is moving on 38 trucks and cars, 26 
of which cre property of the own- 
ers, including several new units. 
Business the first month out has 
been good despite continued rain, 
with no stands lost to date. It is 
truly a family show, with the 
Lindemanns doing the bulk of the 
big show program as well as han- 
dling the executive end. 


_ Program is presented in four 
rings, beneath an 80 foot top, with 
four 30's, top seating about 1,800, 
about half of which are reserves. 
Admission prices are scaled low, 
ranging from 10 cents to 25, with 
15 cents additional for- reserves. 
Goth concert and sideshow grinds 
for a dime. 


Albert Lindemann directs the big 
show, which runs about an hour 
and a quarter. Routine at this stand 
was running smoothly, with Arthur 
Heller’s 14-piece band, playing’ ex- 
cellent accompaniment.. Trappings 
and all big top props new and spick 
and span. 

Tournament in which all perform- 
ers participate opens with three 
fast double trap numbers taking to 
the air for the first display. Done 
by Aerial Ritchies, Orville Linde- 
mann and wife and Shippey Bros. 
Dogs on ponies next—Edwin Kluss, 
‘Leroy. Shrader and Dal Devar; 
swinging perch, ll-year-old An- 
netta Riddle; leaps, single’ somer- 
saults over two elephants; Orville 
Lindemann, . Harold, Klujeskie and 
Shipley Tric; well trained six pony 
drill; Albert Lindemann, single 
traps; Rose Heller finishing with 
muscle grind; Rich Barnsdale and 
Harry Leonard. Holland-Dockrill 
troupe, four people in the act, well 
costumed, and excellent carrying 
number, easily one of the high spots 
of the show; Sunshine Trio, com- 
edy acrobats; menage display, all 
stock being presented; finishing 
with Rose Heller on ‘Yankee Doo- 
dle,* Nellie Shrader and Miss Riddle. 


Comedy mule, offered by Leroy 
Shrader; Orville Lindemann and 
wife and Kluejeskie holds attention 
with fine Roman ring turn; foot re- 
volves by Miss Riddle, nother good 
spot; Barnsdale offers good juggling 
novelty and riding cycle on wire; 
Art Lindemann and Erwin Kluss 
present elephant, dogs and ponies in 
center r.ng. Manual Macias on slack 
wire, with ‘drunk’ bit scoring heav- 
ily; ball-kicking horses presented 
by Albert Lindemann; swinging 
ladders, Verna Lindemann and 
Misses Heller Riddle and Shrader, a 
beautiful flash for a small show: 
ponies, dogs and monkeys, Erwin 
Kluss, Albert Lindemann and Leroy 
Shrader. George Holland’s mechan- 
ical horse novelty concludes the 
show, with small boys being invited 
to learn to ride. Much merriment 
and an excellent closing number. 


Harry B. Davis is producing 
clown and is being assisted by Em- 
mett Shipley, Happy Miller, Bud 
Steininger and Sunshine Linde- 
mann. Walkarounds new and well 
presented. 


_ Gary Owens heads wild west con- 
tingent, which is small in person- 
nel, but do a creditable 20 minutes. 
Stock and several cages of animals 
grouped in the kid show. 


Staff includes William Linde- 
mann, Albert and Gust (Pete) 
Lindemann, owners and managers; 
Mrs. Millie Lindemann, secretary; 
Mrs. Louise Lindemann, auditor; 
J. C. Admire, general agent; Al 
Sigsbee, local contractor and 24- 
hour man; Enrico Riccardo, press; 
Harry Leonard, sideshow; Otto Za- 
bel, privileges; King Baile, re- 
served seat tickets; Elmer Shrader, 
canvas; Theodore Weber, master of 
transportation; Howard Berge, 
commissary; Lysle Larson, lights; 
Leroy Shrader, props; Ray Herman, 
in charge of working crew; Erwin 
Kluss, elephants; Dal Denver, supt 
of animals; Albert Shipley, No. 1 
car; Art Miller, No. 2 car; Ralph 
Spotts, No. 3 car; Jack Riddle, ban- 
nerman, legal adjuster and an- 
nouncer. 


Route cals for much Indiana and 
Illinois territory immediately, the 
doubling back into Ohio to be fol- 
lowed by Michigan and possibly 
Missouri, before the regular season 
ends, and then south to pick up sey- 
eral of the major fairs. 





and John Boles as 
romance. 


its offering to 


They Run Big 


Paramount’s male players are 
mostly big lads. However, Gary 
Cooper, Fredric March, Herbert 


Marshall, Cary Grant and Richard 
Arlen are acceptable as the tried 
and true lover, but in each 
they do better work in more sophis- 
ticated parts. 


case 


In the freelance field, outside of 


Chi. Expo. Taking All Precautions 
To Deal Sternly with Gimmicks 





$80,000 of Aid Assures 
Nebraska State Event 


Lincoln, Neb., May 22. 
With legislative approval voiced 
on the next year’s state fair, the 
board met last week to decide upon 
the length of the next expo. 
Vote carried in favor of a six- 
day fair starting Sunday, Sept. 3, 
and closing on Friday. Action of 
the board came after the legisla- 
ture had approved an appropria- 
tion of 46Gs to pay about half the 
last year’s ueficits and $35,000 to 
promote the next one. Perry Reed, 
new secretary, will be in charge. 


SPURT OF STEEL MILLS 
STOPS TOP’S TREK EAST 


Canton, .O:, May 22. 

Promoted by reports from Youngs- 
town district that steel production 
would reach its peak for more-than 
two years this week, eastern trek 
of the Barnett Brothers’ circus was 
halted suddenly and show doubled 
back into Ohio for another ten days. 
In several of the towns it was neces- 
sary to give an extra performance. 

several \.<3tern Pennsylvania 
towns, already contiacted, were can- 
celled and new routing will take the 
show back into Ohio as far as Mar- 
ion, where: it will turn eastward 
again, picking up Ashland, Wads- 
worth, and ‘then into Pennsylvania 
again, with Sharon, Pa., as next 
Monday’s stand. From there Pitts- 
burgh district territory, where steel 
producing is mounting, will be 
played for a week or more, and then 
the trek eastward resumed. Bar- 
nett show, out now a month, has 
done well in spite of much rain. 


Chicago Wee Bit Piqued 








At President’s ‘Regrets’ 





Chicago, May 22. 

President Roosevelt's ‘regrets’ and 
the substitution of Vice-President 
John N. Garner to open the World’s 
Fair May 27 has created confused 
sentiments both among the citizenry 
and the officials of the Exposition. 
It detracts 50% from the publicity 
possibilities of the opening in the 
opinion of some observers. 

Probably the average Chicago 
citizen is not particularly patriotic 
where the World’s Fair is concerned, 
but the President made promises 
over the radio during the campaign 
to be present at the opening. Since 
the date was known to be June 1 
from the beginning there were 
raised eyebrows when Roosevelt an- 
nounced a few weeks ago he had 
made a date for June 1 at Annapolis. 
Exposition put back the opening to 
May 27 to oblige. Distance of Chi- 
cago from Washington and pressure 
of national affairs are reason for 
change of President’s plans. 


West Wash. Fair 
Scouting Free Acts 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Western Washington Fair, larg- 
est fair in the -acific North- 
west, is looking for free acts to 
work in front of the grandstand. 
Fair had planned to have the cav- 
alry and artillery units at the 
Presidio, San Francisco, furnish 
the free entertainment, but Gen, J. 
H. Craig went thumbs down on 
the idea. 

Fair will consequently give em- 
ployment to half a dozen dumb 
acts. 








CARNIVALS 


(For Current Week May 22) 
Alamo—Albuquerque, N. M 


Anderson-Srader—Concordia, 
Bremer, C. J.—Hastings. 
Cal‘’s Expo.—Inman, S. C. 
H.—Joplin, Mo. 


Kan 





Howard, there are Ralph Bellamy 
and Neil Hamilton, both of whom 
work well in romance, but have been 


doing other types of work lately. 
Bellamy has done several heavies 
Hamilton is cast as the heavy in 


One Sunday Afternoon’ at Par. 


Castle, Ehrlich & 

Cetlin & Wilson—Ceredo. 
Conklins All Can.—London, Ont 
Diamond Expo.—Stokesbury 
Dodson’s World's Fair.—Tulsa 
Endy—Riverside, N. J. 

Golden Belt—Covington, 

Great Eastern—Gardiner 
Hartman & Herman—dAltoona 
Keystone Attros.—California 
Landes, J. L.—Hutchinson, 
McLaughline Pr. 8. 

New Deal—Bowling Green, Ky 
Pacific States—Utah 

Page Expo.—Greenville 

toyal Amer St Louis 

Sol ‘ i he, 
Southern lie J alice y 
Sper r San } om 

Sunset Arm ‘ rte 

World of Mirtt ‘oate j 


Chicago, May 22. 


Century of Progress Exposition 
will make an honest effort to pre- 
vent, eliminate, and punish any 
grifting along the midway. That ap- 
pears not only as the official atti- 
tude but as the opinion of the man- 
agement’s wishes. In other words, 
it is generally believed that the Ex- 
position itself is sincere in its aver- 
sion to anything smacking of fliim- 
flam. 

Around Chicago rumors have been 
heard that gimmicks were expected 
to appear along the Midway. Basis 
for this assumption is possibly 
nothing more tangible than the fact 
that history has a tendency to re- 
peat. 

Above all, the Exposition doesn’t 
want squawkers spreading poison 
which might react against the whole 
Fair. Squawkers follow gimmicks 
like *-otball follows Labor Day. 

Gonsoir’s Job 

Appointment of A. W. Gonsoir to 
the position of active authority over 
the concessions is accepted as an 


evidence of the Exposition’s good. 


faith. Gonsoir has an excellent repu- 
tation as an indoor showman, hav- 
ing operated theatres in Champagne, 
Illinois, for years. 

Outwardly, the Exposition is al- 
ready organized to regulate any- 
thing of a shady nature. How they 
will meet the practical everyday 
problems of extensive supervision is 
something else. Protection for the 
influx of hicks is considered a para- 
mount need of a successful Exposi- 
tion. 


LUNA IN BANKRUPTCY 
ON EVE OF OPENING 


Three receivers were named last 
week for Luna Park, Coney island, 
ollowing the filing of an involuntary 
petition of bankruptcy against the 
amusement spot with the U. 8S. 
Court in Brooklyn. Trio assigned to 
administer the park’s affairs were 
William <A. Buckner, the Luna 
Amusement Co. prez; Stephen Cal- 
laghan and Herman S. Bacharak, 
the last a lawyer. 


To the benkruptcy papers Buck- 
ner had attached a statement indi- 
cating it was a friendly action and 
in which he declared it was neces- 
sary to take this step in order to 
conserve the assets and the inter- 
ests of all the creditors. Three cred- 
itors mentioned in the bankruptcy 
petition were the Midtown Service 
Co. with a claim of $7,800; the 
Sparkling Gift Co., $12,116, and the 
Bluff City Paint Co., $1,642. Barron 
Collier, one of the park’s owners, 
has his offices at the same address 
given for each of the filing creditors, 


Buckner in a statement issued 
from Collier's office said the Luna 
Co. was forced to resort to the 
court proceedings after a certain 
creditor had sought to ‘tak: advan- 
tage of the present situation to 
press his claim.’ The park’s presi- 
dent gave the Luna liabilities as 
$1,250,000, of which sum, he said, 





less than $100,000 is due outside 
creditors. Balance, he averred, was 
due Barron Collier personally. He 


also quoted $1,500,000 as being a fair 
valuation of the park’s property. 

3uckner expressed the hope that 
a reorganization would be _ put 
through in time for the receivers 
to start operating it on the sched- 
uled opening date for the season, 
May 27. Luna has ben running at 
a loss for the operators the past 
three seasons, 





6 Months for Savannah 
Man in ‘Honor’ Shooting 


Savannah, Ga., May 22. 


Joseph W. McCallar, local man, 
must serve six months in jail for 
having shot Sam Lawrence, carnival 
promoter, last March. McCallar shot 
Lawrence because of the alleged 
relations of the showman with Mrs. 
McCallar. 





From the outset Lawrence was 
an unwilling witness against Mce- 
Callar. He declined to prosgeute 


i} him and when the Federal govern- 


;} government property, 


ment took jurisdiction in the case 
because the shooting took place on 
it was neces- 


| sary to put Lawrence under surveil- 


lance to make him testifv in the 


case 
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LAST NIGHT | SAWA 





ED! IMAGINE IT! 








HE HAS A SET OF 
VERY DULL BLADES 
ALL THREADED 
AND HIDDEN IN 
A SLOT IN THE 
SPOOL OF THREAD. 
HE: PALMS THE 
FIRST SET OF 
BLADES AND PUTS 
THE THREADED 
BLADES IN HIS 
MOUTH. 


GOOD TASTE IN A CiG- 

B} ARETTE COMES FROM 

WHY NOT? | FINER, MORE EXPENSIVE 
THEY SAY HT TOBACCOS. THAT'S WHY 


MY KIND 
[TASTES BETTER} 








MAGICIAN SWALLOW A 
DOZEN RAZOR BLADES: 
AND A PIECE OF THREAD. 
THEN HE PULLED OUT 
THE BLADES ALL THREAD~ 
































WN 


THAT'S DONE O 
"| THE PRINCIPLE 
| OF THE OLD NEEDLE} 
TRICK, MABEL— J 





























{ FRED, 1 DO LIKE 


YOUR CAMELS 


: BETTER. WHAT IS 


IT THAT THE ADS 


1 SAY ABOUT CIG- 











LARETTE MAGIC ? 


{ Knowl" - _- 





iiiay tanta anna 
ry 


|| “ir FUN To Be 


FOOLED... IT'S F 
MORE FUN TO | 











} DON'T LIKE 


(aren't you CLEVER !T? tHe taste OF 
J WILL YOU HAVE A 
{CIGARETTE ? 


THAT KIND, 





ATS MORE FUN 
TO KNOW 4 


Camels are made from finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE tobaccos 
than any other popular 


brand. Try Camels. Let your 
taste respond to the flavor 
of real tobacco quality! You 
will begin to realize the 
truth of the saying: “It’s the 
tobacco that counts!” 





y 
MATCHLESS 
“BI END: 





Copyright, 1933, B. J. Beynolds Tobacco Company) 




















